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UPCOMING
EVENTS IN THE
COMMUNITY:


Next OCSWCD
Board Meeting is on
September 19th,
5-7pm



Conservation Field
Days, September
11th-12th, Bristol
Hills 4H Camp



2018 Fall Fish
Order Forms Due
September 28th



Ontario County Soil & Water
Conservation District Newsletter

See Recycling
Article on page 4
for upcoming
events!

Interseeding Cover Crops
Interested in interseeding cover crops? Want
to learn more about this process? Well, you
have come to the right place. The Ontario
County SWCD has been working with
several local farms to interseed cover crops
into existing crop stands. By interseeding
your cover in June or July, the likelihood of
rain is more likely and the cover has a longer
growing period to reach maturity. In the long
run, the cover crop can reach even more of
it’s potential to help your soils and keep
nutrients from leaving your cropland. There
a couple different interseeding methods used.
You can either broadcast your cover crop or
drill the seed into the ground. Initial moisture
and sunlight are key in getting the cover crop
started in an interseeding program. Once the

crop has started growing, it may go dormant
due to shading, but after the primary crop is
either harvested or dries down, the
interseeded crop will resume growing. The
primary use of interseeding is in stands of late
harvested corn grain, but local producers are
also trying it out on soybean and cabbage
acreage.
In the pictures below, a local farm is using a
drill to interseed a ryegrass and radish cover
crop mix between their corn rows. In less than
a month later, the picture to the right shows
the interseeded cover crop in the same field.
The District hosts a Soil Health Workshop
each year for the community. Stay tuned for
the 2019 workshop information!
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Welcome Alaina!
Please join us in welcoming Alaina Robarge to our team! Alaina
joined Ontario County SWCD this July as Conservation District
Educator, replacing Edith Davey who retired in April. Alaina
comes to the District with a variety of experience in
conservation and agriculture. A graduate of Finger Lakes
Community College and SUNY Brockport, Alaina has worked
previously for NY Ag & Markets and most recently USDA Farm
Service Agency in Ontario County.

Need a Septic Inspection?
The Ontario County Soil & Water Conservation District manages an Onsite Wastewater
Treatment System Inspection Program called the Uniform Procedures Program, in addition to the
Canandaigua Lake Watershed Inspection Program.
Outside of the Canandaigua Lake Watershed, seven towns in Ontario County currently require
the District to provide a mandatory septic inspection and report prior to any deed transfer. One
town requires a mandatory inspection and report prior to any three year short-term rental
application. In 2017, the District reported on approximately 143 septic systems in the county and
2018 is surpassing 2017 in every regard. One employee, Tad Gerace, coordinates, schedules,
conducts, reports on, reviews professional engineers designs both for municipalities and the
County Planning Department and answers countless calls/emails for this important program. Tad
has been with his home District for sixteen years. The program has greatly increased over the
years with the additions of new towns, rental agreements and most recently the review and
approval/denial determination of the New York State Septic Replacement Fund applications. With
the housing market booming, the septic inspection requests keep rolling in to the District on a
daily basis. Not only does the District take on the liability by conducting these inspections, it
helps make it possible for a current resident to sell their home to a new county resident while
helping to protect the drinking water, surface waters and groundwater in Ontario County and
beyond from failed or illegal systems discharging septic waste to the ground.
The very thorough and professional inspection requires a fee of $175.00 per system payable to
Ontario County SWCD. There is a digging fee of $100.00 and a re-inspection fee of $75.00. To
contact Tad with questions, concerns, to receive an inspection request form, or to schedule an
inspection, email tad.gerace@ontswcd.com, call 585-396-1450 or visit our website for further
information.
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Harmful Algal Blooms
On June 18th, 2018, Governor
Cuomo announced the release of
the Action Plans to Combat
Harmful Algal Blooms (HAB’s).
Honeoye Lake, located in Ontario
County, was named as one of the
Twelve Priority lakes in New York
State and as such an Action Plan
was drafted which outlines steps
that can be taken to improve
water quality in the lake. These
projects outlined in the Action
Plan range from agricultural and
forestry best management
practices, community outreach,
stormwater best management
practices and invasive species
management, to name a few.
Ontario County Soil and Water
Conservation District, Ontario
County Planning, the Honeoye
Lake Watershed Task Force and

several other partner groups and
agencies will now be utilizing this
Action Plan to prioritize projects
in the Honeoye Lake watershed.
Current water quality projects in
the area continue to be
implemented.
The District has applied for a
Honeoye Lake Shoreline
Stabilization Project through
Water Quality Improvement
Project (WQIP) Round 15. This
project will be located at Sandy
Bottom Park in the Town of
Richmond. This project proposes
using nature-based shoreline
protection practices to reduce
erosion and nutrient-rich sediment
from entering Honeoye Lake.

Road and Stream Crossing Assessments
Ontario County Soil and Water
has teamed up as part of the
North Atlan c Aqua c
Connec vity Collabora ve
(NAACC) to conduct road/
stream crossing assessments in
the Naples area. Many species
become cut oﬀ from upstream
or downstream habitats due to
obstacles created by road/
stream crossings. These
obstacles may include a
perched culvert which prevents
aqua c species from passing or
a bridge which does not allow
for con nued access of the
stream bank, forcing species to
cross at the road surface. The
Ontario SWCD will be
evalua ng over 100 road/
stream crossings using a
standard recording sheet, and
uploading to a database of

ONTARIO

COUNTY

assessments encompassing a 13
state region. The purpose of
these evalua ons is to provide
informa on about where
restora on projects, such as a
culvert or bridge replacements,
are likely to bring the greatest
improvements to aqua c
connec vity.

Photos: MS4 Intern, Joe Maioli, spent the day with the
Ontario County Soil and Water Conserva on District
assis ng with NAACC assessments.
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Upcoming Recycling Events in Our Community
 Town of Canandaigua Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day is on

September 15th at the Town of Canandaigua Highway Garage (5440 Route 5 &
20 West). Call Cornell Cooperative Extension at 585-394-3977 ext. 427.
Pre-registration is required!
 Residential Tire Recycling Event is on Saturday October 13th from 8am to 11am

at the Town of Seneca Highway Facility at 3649 Flint Road, Stanley. Advanced
registration is required. Town of Seneca Resident registration is from October
1st through October 5th. Ontario County Resident registration is from October 8th
through October 12th. Please call (585)396-1450 to register. Maximum of 10 tires
per household. Only car and light truck tires will be accepted. Must be free of debris
and without the rim. This event is free for Ontario County residents. You must
bring ID to the event.

The Ontario County SWCD needs your input! We are
looking for the community’s interest and feedback on
creating an agricultural tire and agricultural plastics
recycling program. Would your farm be interested? For
example, how many ag tires do you need to recycle?
Would a program like this be beneficial to you? Please
call us (585)396-1450 to let us know! We want to hear
your feedback.

Put this on
your calendar!
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2018 Fish Sale

got fish?

Order by September 28th, 2018
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Conservation Tip: “Leaf” Them Alone
Keep your rake in the shed
As summer draws to a close and autumn approaches, we look forward to the beautiful
leaves turning orange, red, and yellow. People travel to Ontario County from all over to see
our trees turn the vivid fall colors. While most people enjoy the beauty of this time of year,
they also dread the raking and clean-up that comes along with the leaves falling. It has been
drilled into our heads that we need to clean these leaves up, otherwise we will kill our luscious
grass and will be left with a brown, messy yard in the spring. Think again! By mowing several
times in the fall, this will break the leaves down into smaller pieces, creating a perfect mulch for
your yard, adding nutrients to make your lawn even better next year! Some people use those
leaves for weed control in their vegetable garden. If you still want to rake those leaves, move
them to your back yard, woods, or hedgerow for them to decompose naturally. Many towns
have Yard Waste Recycling Programs. Check out ontariocountyrecycles.org for more
information. In addition, think of some fun crafts you could do with kids with all
those beautiful leaves. So, instead of despising your fall clean-up,
think of those leaves as a natural nutrient source that can be used in
a variety of ways!

Education Services
Interested in having the
Conservation District Educator visit
your classroom or event? Contact
Alaina Robarge at (585)396-1450 or
Alaina.robarge@ontswcd.com for
more information!
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Ontario County SWCD Staff:

Ontario County SWCD Board of
Directors:

District Manager: Megan Webster
District Clerk/Treasurer/Secretary: Elaine Borgeest

Samuel Casella, Chairman, Practical Farmer

Water Resources Technician: Tucker Kautz

Rich Russell, County Supervisor

Water Resources Technician: Katie Cappiello

Mark Venuti, County Supervisor
Jim Peck, Farm Bureau Representative

Conservation District Technician: Tad Gerace

Edward Jackson, At Large

Conservation District Educator: Alaina Robarge

Casey Mantione, Practical Farmer

Canandaigua Lake Watershed Inspector: George Barden

Kenneth Livermore, Vice-Chairman, Grange

Canandaigua Lake Watershed Administrative Assistant: Jamie Noga

Our Sponsors

Get in Touch!
1‐866‐547‐3954
customerinfo@meadowviewtreefarm.com
Of ice* 7310 Gulick Rd
Barn* 7727 State Route 21
Naples, NY 14512

Interested in becoming a sponsor? Please call (585)396-1450 for more
information about putting your business’ logo and contact information here!
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