2018 CVUHSD

SUMMER READING
10 th -12 th graders

Reading Selections
• Will Grayson, Will Grayson by
John Green & David Levithan
• The Curious Incident of the Dog in
the Night-time by Mark Haddon
• Miss Peregrine’s Home for
Peculiar Children by Ransom
Riggs
• A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a
Boy Soldier by Ismael Beah
• Sugar Changed the World: A
Story of Magic, Spice, Slavery,
Freedom and Science by Marc
Aronson & Marina Budhos

Commitment:
• Choose ONE novel from
the list.
• Choose ONE project
from the list.

Project Due Date:
• August 20, 2018: the
first day of school

Availability:
• Limited copies are
available at your
school’s media center

For more information visit:
www.centinela.k12.ca.us
www.hhscougars.org
www.lawndalehs.org
www.leuzinger.org

Summer Reading Books 2018
Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children by Ransom Riggs (890L*)

Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children, an unforgettable novel that mixes fiction and photography in a
thrilling reading experience. As our story opens, a horrific family tragedy sets sixteen-year-old Jacob journeying to a
remote island off the coast of Wales, where he discovers the crumbling ruins of Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar
Children. As Jacob explores its abandoned bedrooms and hallways, it becomes clear that the children were more than
just peculiar. They may have been dangerous. They may have been quarantined on a deserted island for good reason.
And somehow—impossible though it seems—they may still be alive. A spine-tingling fantasy illustrated with haunting
vintage photography, Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children will delight adults, teens, and anyone who relishes an
adventure in the shadows.

Will Grayson, Will Grayson by John Green & David Levithan (903L*)
One cold night, in a most unlikely corner of Chicago, Will Grayson crosses paths with . . . Will Grayson. Two
teens with the same name, running in two very different circles, suddenly find their lives going in new and unexpected
directions, and culminating in epic turns-of-heart and the most fabulous musical ever to grace the high school stage.
Told in alternating voices from two YA superstars, this collaborative novel features a double helping of the heart and
humor that have won them both legions of fans.

A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Ismael Beah (920L*)

[The wars were] fought [in Sierra Leone]: by children, hopped-up on drugs and wielding AK-47s. Children
have become soldiers of choice. In the more than fifty conflicts going on worldwide, it is estimated that there are some
300,000 child soldiers. Ishmael Beah used to be one of them.
What is war like through the eyes of a child soldier? How does one become a killer? How does one stop? Child
soldiers have been profiled by journalists, and novelists have struggled to imagine their lives. But until now, there has
not been a first-person account from someone who came through this hell and survived.
In A Long Way Gone, Beah, now twenty-five years old, tells a riveting story: how at the age of twelve, he fled
attacking rebels and wandered a land rendered unrecognizable by violence. By thirteen, he'd been picked up by the
government army, and Beah, at heart a gentle boy, found that he was capable of truly terrible acts.
This is a rare and mesmerizing account, told with real literary force and heartbreaking honesty.

Sugar Changed the World: A Story of Magic, Spice, Slavery, Freedom and Science by Marc
Aronson & Marina Budhos (1130L*)
When this award-winning husband-and-wife team discovered that they each had sugar in their family history,
they were inspired to trace the globe-spanning story of the sweet substance and to seek out the voices of those who
led bitter sugar lives. The trail ran like a bright band from religious ceremonies in India to Europe’s Middle Ages, then
on to Columbus, who brought the first cane cuttings to the Americas. Sugar was the substance that drove the bloody
slave trade and caused the loss of countless lives but it also planted the seeds of revolution that led to freedom in the
American colonies, Haiti, and France. With songs, oral histories, maps, and over 80 archival illustrations, here is the
story of how one product allows us to see the grand currents of world history in new ways. Time line, source notes,
bibliography, index.

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time by Mark Haddon (1180L*)

Christopher John Francis Boone knows all the countries of the world and their capitals and every prime
number up to 7,057. He relates well to animals but has no understanding of human emotions. He cannot stand to be
touched. And he detests the color yellow.
This improbable story of Christopher's quest to investigate the suspicious death of a neighborhood dog makes
for one of the most captivating, unusual, and widely heralded novels in recent years.
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Summer Reading Projects 2018
Get crafty with some cartography (that's mapmaking, FYI)
Look back closely at the places that were important in the book and illustrate a map that shows where they all
are in relation to one another. Create a key in which you explain in why each place is so important to the story.
Select this project if you're known for your close attention to detail. Your map must include at least 5 places
and must include paragraph-long explanations for the significance of each location with page numbers for
reference.
Make memories in a scrapbook
Create a digital scrapbook from the main character’s point of view that reflects and analyzes significant
conflicts and moments. Your scrapbook should include:
2 diary entries written by the main character at critical points within the story where they experienced
an internal or external conflict. Entries must be written in the main character’s “voice”; they should
sound like the kinds of thoughts and worries that they have throughout the novel. You should go
beyond what is actually said in the book. Diary entries should be 1 page each. (Label as diary entry #1
and diary entry #2.)
3 mementos, objects/ keepsakes that symbolize significant moments that the main character
experiences. Each memento must be accompanied by a paragraph explanation of its significance. What
did they want to remember and why? (Label as memento #1, memento #2, and memento #3)
Show off your mastery of music with a playlist
Create a digital playlist of songs that represent the themes, characters and conflicts from the novel. You
should consider the larger lessons to learn, characteristics of major characters, and issues that arise as you
read the novel. Your playlist must consist of 5 songs that clearly state the artist/band’s name and song title.
Three songs must connect to a theme from the novel. Make sure you clearly state the theme the song
represents in your explanation. Also, refer to specific lines from the song to make connections to the
themes.
One song must be related to characters and their journeys. Are characters in the novel struggling with
family, friends, or a loved one? Are characters motherly, nurturing, intelligent, shy, villainous, or wise?
What songs can you find that would relate to those qualities? What experiences are characters going
through in the novel that you can connect to songs you know?
One song must be related to the types of conflicts that occur throughout the novel. Are the conflicts
related to issues of the heart? Friendship? Betrayal? Loss of innocence? Based on the types of conflicts
in the novel, find songs that share those same qualities and refer to specific lines to make your point
clear.
For each song, describe in one paragraph how the song connects to each of the elements listed above.
In each paragraph of explanation, be sure to specifically quote lines from the song that have direct
relevance to the novel.

Summer Reading Projects 2018
Rubric
Submitted on time: Yes ____ No ___

Overall Grade: ________

Project Completed: __________________ Book: _____________________________

Project
Requirements

Mechanics

Creativity/
Presentation

A

B

C

D

All project
requirements are fully
met.

Most project
requirements are fully
met.

Some project
requirements are met.

Few project
requirements are
met.

Sentence construction
sophisticated and
varied; flawless
spelling and grammar;
rich vocabulary. Typed
(if applicable).

Varied and correct
sentence construction;
Few errors in
grammar/spelling.
Occasional use of rich
vocabulary. Typed (if
applicable).

Correct but repetitive
sentence construction;
contains some distracting
errors in
grammar/spelling; weak
language usage.

Many errors in
sentence
construction,
spelling and
punctuation;
incorrect language
usage.

Demonstrates critical
thought and initiative;
contains original ideas
and creativity in
presentation. Superb
presentation (ex. In a
folder, etc.)

Evidence of some creative
and critical thought
present. Some creativity
in presentation. Decent
effort in presentation.

Contains one or two
creative ideas. Very little
effort or creativity in
presentation.

Messy and
unorganized
presentation. No
original ideas or
methods evident.

