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2017 Dollar General Youth Literacy Grant
“Bring the Fire to Homer-Center”
Homer-Center High School received a 2017 Dollar General Youth Literacy Grant of $3,000 to purchase Kindle
Fires and eBooks. In Mrs. Parfitt’s and Mrs. Rura’s classrooms, students will have access to a larger selection
of readings of all types and levels. Related writings will require online usage and research as students
demonstrate their learning through Collins Writing and other assignments. Students will utilize up-to-date
technology while thinking critically and independently. Mr. Rainey, Mrs. Gill, Mrs. Olinger, Mrs. Parfitt, and
Mrs. Rura are working together to plan their purchase and usage.

Homer Garden Harvest – It’s What’s for Dinner!
Keely Skultety, Megan Bozzer, Faith Buggey, and Mikayla Haight picked the ripe lemon cucumbers, several
Varieties of peppers, and a few tomatoes this morning for the cafeteria ladies.
They braved the cool weather to discover the hidden treasures last year’s 11th graders planted before leaving
school for the summer. The ladies in the cafeteria warmly welcomed the boxes of produce and had fun sifting
through the varieties of peppers.
Thank you to the administration for supporting the students in this effort, the students who placed the garden
boxes (from a DonorsChoose.org grant), the students who shoveled the compost into place, and the students
who harvested this morning’s goodies.
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Retirement Party
Mrs. Mateer’s sixth grade language arts classes are beginning to retire Collins Writing Focus Correction Areas
(FCAs). FCAs are the skills focused on when writing narratives, informative, argumentative, opinion, and textdependent analysis responses to prompts. Once the skills are mastered they can be “retired” and higher level
skills can take their place until their mastery. The retirement parties are celebrated by placing the mastered FCA
in the island scene while enjoying Hawaiian music, leis, and a small treat.

In the photo: Nicky Todd, Aspin Wadding, Emma Eubanks, and Alyson Plueckhahn
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HC High School Faculty & Staff Raises $1200 for
Local Fire Departments & Citizens’ Ambulance
Through the High School’s Friday Dress Down Collection, 35 faculty & staff members donated money and, as
a result, we were able to donate $1200 ($300 each) to the following agencies for their much appreciated firstresponder services to our community:
Aultman Fire Department
Coral-Graceton Fire Department
Homer City Fire Department
Citizens’ Ambulance Service

Taking part in the presentation at the September School Board meeting were, 11th-grader Ashley Gardner, a junior member of the
Homer City VFC; and senior Kaylee Turner and eighth-grader Dominic Anderson, junior members of the Coral-Graceton VFC; 10thgrader Robert Scott, of the Homer City VFC, teachers Cindy Andrie and Cindy Scott; and Citizens’ Ambulance Operations Manager,
Michael Dunn.

October 16th…Happy Boss’s Day
The HC Faculty & Staff would like to extend our
appreciation to our Administrators & School
Board.
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Echoes & Reflections Conference in Carlisle, PA
Social Studies teachers, Christina Bruno & Steven Hall, were honored to attend a comprehensive Echoes &
Reflections conference that addressed the history & legacy of the Holocaust, specifically how to use the book
NIGHT by Elie Wiesel, when teaching the Holocaust/Genocide/Human Rights. Our teachers further examined
some moral & ethical questions that the memoir raised.
Holocaust Survivors, Edith Vidos (age 93) & her brother, Charles, along with US Army Nurse, Dorothy Pecora
(age 97) provided oral testimony about their experiences of WWII. The Army Heritage Center Foundation’s
motto is: Telling the Army’s history, one soldier at a time.
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News from Guidance

HC Senior Reflects on Summer Enrichment Program

HC Senior, Drew Hurd (pictured above) attended the Health Careers Scholars Academy, formerly called the PA
Governor’s School for healthcare at this summer at the University of Pittsburgh. This prestigious enrichment
activity is open to high school juniors at the conclusion of the 11th grade year. In order to be selected for the
program students must submit a lengthy application and meet the rigorous GPA standards. Drew said the
opportunity was wonderful and has helped him to network with other students in the state who share similar
goals to one-day serve as a medical professional. Drew’s academic goal is to attend the University of
Pennsylvania in Philadelphia majoring biology, pre-medicine.

Westinghouse Offers Saturday Science Enrichment
Three HC Juniors have made application to attend the Westinghouse Honors Science Lecture Series that will
take place on Saturdays throughout the school year at Franklin Regional Middle School. The culminating
project is a field trip to the Breazeale Nuclear Reactor at PSU. 11th graders Katlyn Hippchen, Garrett Mock and
Logan Williams all hope to obtain up and coming information in the science field from a variety of speakers
through participation in this program. Last year HC had several students participate in this event and they said it
was a positive learning experience.
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Financial Aid and Postsecondary Night
40 students and parents/guardians attended the annual Financial Aid Night on Sept. 7th. Julie Fontana, a
representative from the PA Higher Education Assistance Agency (PHEAA) presented important information
regarding all things financial aid… FAFSA completion, grants, scholarships and loans. About half of the crowd
stayed to hear Mrs. Curci’s Postsecondary Night presentation. Topics covered included: PSAT, SAT, ACT
exams, AP Exams, College in the Classroom, Dual Enrollment, college visits, job shadowing, transferring
college credits earned in high school, procedures and forms available in the new Guidance Office Career
Center, resources for helping students connect personal interests to the world of work and career planning, and a
timeline for juniors and seniors. Postsecondary Night is offered every-other-year to all students in grades 10-12
and their parent/guardian to help strengthen communication between the Guidance Office and the students’
homes. Financial Aid Night is offered to Juniors and Seniors annually in September.

College and Career Fair at IUP
HC Juniors will travel to IUP on October 3rd for the annual College and Career Fair sponsored by the Indiana
County Counselors Association. This is a good opportunity for students to peruse and gather information from
over 80 postsecondary institutions including Colleges, Universities, Trade and Technical Schools, and the
Military. The students and Guidance staff thank the school board for funding the transportation to this event
yearly.

NEW Career Center

Students are excited to use the new Career Center in the Guidance Office. This space is reserved for “all things
career and postsecondary planning.” During the students senior check ins and junior interviews they take a tour
of the Career Center to become familiar with many forms and other resources that are available to them.
Additionally, this space will be utilized for College Admissions Representatives to meet with prospective
students. So far, the students have been utilizing the space and seem happy to have a one stop shop area for all
of their postsecondary and career planning needs.
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A.P. Biology makes learning sweet!
When you tackle tough topics at college level, you have to sweeten the deal a bit! AP Biology students created
different types of cells, from edible materials! It was a fun way to end our unit on cell structure and function.
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In the Name of School Spirit
If Mrs. Woods ever asks you to volunteer for the pie-throwing fundraiser, think twice! The kids REALLY take
this sport seriously! Newspaper photographer Patrick Andrei captured these moments from the Spirit Week
Battle of the Classes assembly on September 22nd.
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Homer’s Heroes Kick Off Assembly
On Monday September 18th, Homer-Center High School welcomed guest speakers Mrs. Ponnish, Mr. and Mrs.
Hrabovsky and Mrs. Shoup to speak about organ donation. Former student Kai Hrabovsky made the choice to
donate his license while applying for his driver’s license. Six weeks later, he became an organ donor. Kai’s
parents shared his story to the student body. Mrs. Shoup shared the story of her husband Bob, who has received
two heart transplants and a kidney transplant.
Student Council treasurer Emily Marshall wrote and directed a skit about organ and tissue donation awareness.
Several other student council members participated in the skit, and it was filmed by Media students. Students
from Interact Club led a “Fact or Myth” session and awarded students OTDA bracelets, pens and water bottles.
This assembly was well received by students and has definitely stirred their interest in organ and tissue
donation. Mrs. Scott and Mrs. Adams look forward to executing the grant activities with students this year.
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Gettysburg Word Clouds
The sixth grade students reviewed how to copy, print screen, paste, crop, and resize and image in
technology class following their field trip. Each student created a word cloud using terms that were relevant to
their experience and learned how to make more important words larger. They then had to use various shortcuts
to submit their word cloud in their Google Classroom. The students enjoyed sharing and comparing their results
with others in their class.

HCEA Wildcat Tale
Fall Edition 2017
Career Guest Speakers
Miss Buffone’s 9th Grade Career class and Senior Life After High School class continue to have speakers from
the community come in to present about different careers options, interviewing skills, communication skills and
important information students will need to know upon graduation. The kids enjoy seeing new faces and
learning about the different job fields and Life After High School. Our own employee, Mr. Ed Sutter, was one
our presenters:

Elementary Music
August thru October
The Homer-Center Elementary Chorus sang the Star Spangled Banner at the Homer Center Varsity
football game on Friday, September 8th. Since it was also band buddy night, over 100 elementary students
were on the field to sing and play! This was their first event of the year, and did a wonderful job! To top it off,
Homer-Center beat Saltsburg!
A few weeks later, the chorus sang the Star-Spangled Banner again at the Playground Ground Breaking event.
It was another good opportunity for the students to sing for events at our school show off their growing voices.
Our next performances will be at the Veteran’s Day Assembly on Nov. 9th and at the Christmas concert on Dec.
20th.
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Chorus Fest 2017
9 elementary students from 5th and 6th grade will be representing Homer-Center Elementary School at the
PMEA Chorus Fest that is taking place on Friday, November 3rd at Marion Center High School. These students
will be singing a variety of songs with kids from the surrounding area and work with Dr. Craig Dennison, a
choral professor at IUP! This is the first time that we are sending students, so it is a very exciting opportunity
for them! These students are:
-Hannah Arone
-Averie Budner
-Benjamin Longwell
-Max Voyda
-Alaina Fabin
-Kiana Briscoe
-Nicky Todd
-Ciara Richards
-Patrick Rudd
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Fall Time in the Classroom

Fall in music class is very exciting! From Halloween and spooky songs to creative ways to move like the leaves
falling from trees, we have been very busy getting into this season! Here is our fall time collection that is
hanging outside of the music room.
Here, you can see:
-Favorite Musical Genre Leaves by 6th grade
-Bone Rhythms in the Graveyard by 3rd grade
-Musical Pumpkins by 4th grade
We plan on adding more as the days get cooler!!

News From PE:
Mark your calendar for Children’s' Grief Awareness Day, on Thursday, November 16. Show you care and that
someone in grief has a shoulder to cry on or somebody to talk to by wearing blue.
The HC Fitness Club is preparing for the annual Holiday Ping-Pong Tourney coming up in December. Teams
should start practicing because there will be a tough field of opponents!
The Ford Drive One fundraiser helped to raise over $2500. Thanks to all that came out to support our event.
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Irrigation Systems
Mr. Hall’s 7th grade historians modeled the thought process and ingenuity of the early Ancient Sumerian
farmers as they developed their irrigation system. Students were given a task to design and build a water-way
system that would move a glass of water three feet into two separate cups. While most of the groups built
successful water systems, all of the groups enjoyed the hands on approach to thinking like these early humans.

“Interact”ing with the Community
Throughout September and October, members of the Interact Club have been busy volunteering their time to
helping our community. Over a dozen senior high students volunteered at the Walk for a Wonderful Life walk
sponsored by the Suicide Prevention Task Force. Students assisted in registration, parking, and cleanup of the
event. Another ten students assisted in a food collection at Ideal Market in town on October 14. The food and
money that was raised was donated to the Indiana Food Bank. Please look out for the Interact Club when we
will be ringing the bell for the Salvation Army at the Indiana Mall on Thursday, November 30 from 4-8 p.m.
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2017 6th Grade Trip
On September 20th and 21st, sixth grade students attended an overnight field trip to Gettysburg, Harrisburg, and
Hershey. This parent funded trip was enjoyed by all and gave countless opportunities for instruction.
On the first day of the trip, students visited Gettysburg National Military Park. The trip began at the visitor's
center with a viewing of the Cyclorama and Gettysburg Museum. The Cyclorama is a painting done by a
French artist Paul Philippoteaux in 1863. It depicts the infamous “Pickett’s Charge” that occurred on the third
day of the battle. The museum contains many primary sources from the battle including furniture, weapons,
medical equipment, and uniforms. Students also enjoyed a two-hour battlefield tour with a Licensed Battlefield
Tour Guide. Students got to walk in the footsteps of Confederate and Union soldiers while visiting
immortalized locations like Little Round Top and Cemetery Hill. This portion of the trip represented a
culminating activity for our Civil War unit in Social Studies class.
An overnight stay in Harrisburg took place after our Gettysburg tour. Students devoured a pizza buffet dinner,
swam in the hotel pool, and experienced a very talented magician. After a good night’s sleep, our students were
treated to a delicious buffet breakfast, and we departed for our State’s Capitol. Teachable moments were in no
short supply as students spent the night in the hotel. Moments such as hotel etiquette and restaurant manners
are just a few of the opportunities that chaperones and teachers were given to make our students better citizens.
The Capitol trip was not only enjoyable, but quite educational. Students divided into two groups and were lead
on a private tour by Homer Center graduate and House Majority Leader Dave Reed. Tour stops included the
House Floor, The Governor's Reception Room, and his inner office. Our groups were also given a tour by a
State Capitol docent that described some of the history of the building. This tour included trips to the State
House, the State Senate, and the State Supreme Court.
As a fun addition to the trip, students visited Chocolate World in Hershey, Pennsylvania. There students had
the opportunity to eat lunch at the food court which consisted of several different varieties of gourmet
lunches. We were also able to shop in their extensive gift shop and experience the chocolate making ride. It
was a fun end to a perfect trip for our 6th grade students from Homer Center.
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Gettysburg

HCEA Wildcat Tale
Fall Edition 2017
Our Hotel

Harrisburg
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Hershey

Mr. Adams’ STEM 10 students constructed a podium for Mrs. Dunlap! It’s built to last!

