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THE IM PORTANCE OF BEING GLOBALLY M INDED
BY MS. REDA
The world has become a surprisingly smaller place than it seems. Advancements in transportation like trains
and planes helped people cover greater distances quickly. Traveling to see the world became a possibility. The
internet now enables people all over the world (who have access) to connect and learn from each other.
People are able to see what the world looks like in every corner of the globe and beyond, without leaving
one?s classroom, office, or living room. Thanks to technology like Google Earth, Facetime, and shared photos
online, people can see places they may never have had a chance to visit in person. They can research a place
before they go there, and they can even virtually walk down a street as if they were there. Our ability to learn
about far off places has become very tangible. You can facetime a friend or relative across the globe and see
what he/she sees, which wasn?t possible even 20 years ago. The world is rapidly changing, and this ability to
learn and share experiences as a human race is an incredible gift we are just opening. The reality that we are
all more or less the same is becoming more evident, and the challenges people face in various parts of the
world are becoming more known. The hope is that this technology shall make us more compassionate and
aware human beings who share the same planet and resources.
Technology is a beautiful tool within reason-enabling us to learn, connect, share, and create new possibilities
together. The downside is that it can isolate us from one another, and it can be hard to determine if
information is trustworthy.
So it becomes ever more vital to teach our students and stay current ourselves on what is happening in our
local communities and beyond. It has become clear that we are all connected and the ripple effects of
decisions made locally and nationally travel across the globe-from the messages we put online, to the food we
eat from various corners of the world, to the air we breathe and the water we drink. Nothing we do exists in
isolation.
It is important to cultivate this understanding and awareness at an early age. We talk about the news and
current events in class. We make connections between history to today?s world as well as discuss how issues
vary within countries. Examining information like this helps give us various perspectives on the matter and
showcases other ways of addressing the same issue that other countries have utilized. These global
perspectives enable us to learn from one another as well as have more information at our fingertips to make
more educated decisions regarding any issue. We become globally-informed citizens.
Our International Fair studies enables students to focus on a new area of the globe each year. This learning
allows them to expand their knowledge overall of what life on this planet looks like from various countries?
perspectives. The ability to study each country or region in depth allows for true learning and understanding
to take place. The learning becomes meaningful and significant as the students spend time working on this
country.
France is our focus in the Sixth Grade this year, and our students have been doing some research on the
country to prepare. One of our students stepped up to write the script, and so we are undertaking producing
this script as a whole class. It has been and is an opportunity for our class to practice how to work together,
listen to each other, and collaborate. The play is a good way to allow our students to be theatrical, focus on
their lines and their parts within the whole, and create a small, solid representation of France for the whole
school to understand and enjoy. We also get to weave food into our presentation, something that is so central
to a culture, especially for the French; it is fun to share with the audience as well! The students also have to
consider clothing for costumes and how to design the sets. This play allows for an immersive study of France
to occur through collaboration and research, all while expanding the children?s understanding of the world.

INTERNERNATIONAL FAIR - THE CULM INATION OF OUR
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES PROGRAM
BY MR. YURMAN-GLASER AND MR. TRAPASSO
Each year the students of Hilldale participate in our International Fair. However, this is more than your
average fair! Students go all out to learn about the various cultures that make up the world in which they
inhabit. Each grade focuses on a region or country and teaches the rest of the students, staff, and parents
about their country through a play or performance. Students then pass out food from that country and
everyone enjoys not only some food from that part of the world, but they also love seeing the class in
costume representing the region!

This year the Seventh and Eighth Grades are focusing on Vietnam. And no, we did not choose this solely
because one of Mr. Y-G's favorite foods is Pho. Sixth Graders will present France. Students will become
immersed in the culture and traditions of the area which they are studying. In so doing, they are able to make
connections to their own ancestors?culture and the culture of the United States. They will also experience the
traditions, art, languages, history, and stories from across the various cultures that they have studied
throughout their time at Hilldale.

However, students get even more out of the experience than learning about different parts of the world. Our
students memorize their lines, and we perform a lengthy in-depth play about our country or region in front of
the rest of the school and our families. This gives students an opportunity to work on their acting skills and
their art skills through set design and costumes, and it provides our students a behind-the-scenes look at the
makings of a play or performance. They truly get to live the saying that we should practice an hour for every
minute of stage time!

Students leave the experience not only with a deeper understanding of various cultures from around the
world, but they also develop public speaking and acting skills that will serve them well for many years to
come. We hope you enjoy our upcoming performances!

EXPLORING THE W ORLD IN THE THIRD GRADE
BY MRS. VALLADARES
One of the most valuable lessons students can learn these days is how
to understand and appreciate perspectives other than their own.
Through the study of various cultures, our students understand that all
children feel the same emotions no matter where they live in the world,
what language they speak, or how they look. Students see that despite
many differences, there are common traits that unite us. Our students
become more well-rounded and empathetic people as we provide them
with an opportunity to study cultures from around the world. In Third
Grade we see the world through the lenses of Iceland, Scandinavia, and
Canada. Students learn to reflect upon their own culture, the culture of
others, and culture in general. When they are able to compare and
contrast their own culture with others, they are able to acknowledge the
differences and similarities that make each of us unique. Teaching
global awareness encourages students to see things from different
perspectives and help them to make informed decisions. This is a skill
set that will be useful to them for the rest of their lives.

INTERNATIONAL STUDIES CAN OPEN YOUR W ORLD AND
PROVIDE OPPORTUNITY
BY MRS. SPURLOCK
I was born and raised in an area where there was virtually no cultural
diversity. As a result of the homogeneous cultural identity it bred, a
person?s world felt small and removed from the rest of the world. This is
true especially if one doesn?t look or act like the midwestern cultural norm.
Moving to an area known for its diversity quickly opened up my world. I
have enjoyed getting to learn about the various backgrounds and traditions
that are celebrated in the Bay Area. This transition has also shown me just
how much cultural education I, and many others from the Midwest, lack. As
I?ve taught International Studies this year, I have been learning right
alongside my students. I think it is an incredible opportunity that these
young students have the opportunity to learn about other cultures and,
thusly, broaden their horizons. Their worlds are so much bigger and
connected because of this! Additionally, the knowledge they gain will
translate into many more opportunities later in life; knowing about
different cultures and becoming a world citizen provides a sense of
confidence and self-awareness along with a newfound awareness of
others. My hope for the future is that more students around our country
get the opportunity your children are receiving. For even if one of my
Second Graders doesn?t remember every fact about the countries which we
study, the big picture benefits will be nevertheless life changing.

ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS ARE RELEVANT FOR TODAY
BY MRS. HERGERT
While all Hilldale students experience a variety of cultures and regions during International Studies, it is
especially important in the Fourth Grade curriculum. As our history focus is on ancient civilizations, the
International Fair provides a hands-on opportunity to directly experience a wide variety of civilizations and
cultures.
For this year ?s International Fair, Fourth Grade is focusing on the ancient river valley civilizations of Ancient
China, the Indus River Valley, Mesopotamia, and Ancient Egypt. Throughout the year, students performed
simulations and investigations to explore each civilization (and more) which has helped them to analyze and
see comparisons across various civilizations. Putting them together in this play further allows them to
understand connections not only across cultures but within the trajectory of how one culture influences the
next for many generations to come.
Furthermore, each student was given a specific country in the region of the Eastern Mediterranean to explore
even deeper. Students read articles and created a slide show to present their findings. In addition to the
benefits of learning about the connections within our geographical region and how these countries relate to
our study of ancient civilizations, various studies have shown that employers are specifically interested in
applicants who understand the connectedness of each culture and their influence on each other. Our unit
specifically encourages students to explore these similarities in a way that resonates and stays with the
students for many years to come. We are preparing our children for success in the world!

TALES FROM THE FIFTH GRADE: THE FALL OF M ONTEZUM A
BY MS. DANIELS
A narrator with a magical remote and a rousing rendition of La Cucaracha are just a couple of fun
things the Fifth Grade has decided to include in their International Fair presentation of ?The Aztecs:
The Fall of Montezuma.?
We are currently in the thick of rehearsals and memorizing lines, and I am so proud of how hard they
are working. We started with a skeleton of a basic script I found online, and the students have brought
so much life and fun to the story, rewriting lines and inserting funny jokes along the way.
The play covers the conquering of the Aztecs by Hernan Cortes, and the students have done a
wonderful job of making it understandable and relatable for the entire audience. With a minimum
amount of assistance from me, they have developed a comprehensive list of costumes, props, ideas
for backdrops and rewrites, and even blocking on stage! They have also researched and compiled a
nearly endless list of Aztec foods that can be served during the fair!
One of the things that I am most proud of is the new level of comfort they seem to have found with
each other. Being extra-dramatic, making silly faces (when called for), trying out different voices, and
putting emotion into their lines is something they are all experimenting with and encouraging each
other to experiment with as well. Our little Fifth Grade family often refers to this as being ?extra,? and
it is something that is really difficult for kids (and adults) to do in front of their peers, especially at this
age!
Between this stage production, our lyrical analysis of Hamilton during our Revolutionary War unit, and
our upcoming reenactment of the Constitutional Convention, we?re going to have a whole class of
Broadway stars! * fingers crossed*

LEARNING OUR SKILLS - THE AFRICAN WAY!
BY MISS DREIBELBIS

International Studies provides rich, colorful, exciting information about different cultures across the 54
countries in Africa. First Graders are fascinated by the animals, people, and new traditions they learn
about while studying Africa. Additionally, our study of Africa provides cross-curricular learning activities
that promote questioning and analytical skills as well as a deep appreciation for life outside the four
walls of our classroom.
At the beginning of the school year students began learning about the different animals in Africa. They
selected one animal on which to conduct research. The First Graders read informational texts and
collected important facts about the animal of their choice. Next, students wrote their own nonfiction
paragraph about their animal and drew a picture. All of their writings were published in a class book
which can be shared for years to come. Students were able to learn new skills about researching
information and publishing their work while focusing on our International Studies topic.
Another primary focus in First Grade is the study of fables and folktales. Students analyze the key
components of fables and folktales and learn how each story teaches a lesson or moral. Students read
(and read again!) dozens of African folktales which taught about friendship, bravery, taking care of the
Earth, and more! Each story provided a new life lesson. This, along with the traditional fables and fairy
tales from our culture, fostered a deeper knowledge of people and customs around the world.
Lastly, First Graders analyzed different art forms in Africa. They had experience learning about and
weaving Kente cloth. They learned the significance of the designs and colors and even designed their
own cloth to represent their individual lives. They studied the different musical patterns and
instruments native to many African countries; they also created their own shaker instruments. Their
hands-on, creative experiences deepened their appreciation for African cultures.
Our students continue to grow in their understanding of the world around them each year as they
study different cultures and traditions around the world. They take delight in comparing and
contrasting new cultures with their own lives and thus become more compassionate, considerate
beings.

THE IM PORTANCE OF DIVERSITY FOR THE YOUNG M IND
BY MS. SANCHEZ
All of our Hilldale children are born with a deep curiosity about not only tangible, visible objects but
something much more profound. They want to understand the world and the reason why things are
the way they are. When we start exploring different countries, a lot of questions come up! For example:
Do people around the world dress like us? Why not? Why doesn?t that country have freedom? What is
culture? All these questions and more have been asked by Kindergarteners. When we study a country,
we not only touch on the basics, but we dive deep in order to answer these and many other questions.
International Studies is a special time in Kindergarten because students are exposed to cultures
different from their own. Students learn that there are different languages around the world. They also
learn the rich history of different countries. In Kindergarten we have three main countries/ regions on
which we focus: New Zealand, Australia, and Antarctica. However, because of our Social Studies
curriculum, we also learn about countries such as Ghana. Students learn about the folktales of Ghana
like ?Anansi and the Spider.? They had an art project on this story that you?ll be able to enjoy during
their graduation ceremony.
During International Studies students also work on poster boards for group presentations about the
different countries we study. Some students research new information about a country we?ve read.
They take notes and meet with me. Then I print pictures out for them. Students love being able to share
what they have learned with the class!
As the year comes to an end, Kindergarten puts together a series of art projects that you?ll be able to
enjoy during our International Fair. They?ve worked really hard on everything they?ve created. When
they learned about the meaning of the Maori flag, they were intrigued, so we made a big collage of the
Maori flag. Kindergarten has learned the history, traditions, and rich culture of New Zealand. You?ll be
able to admire their hard work on June 11th. You will also have the chance to see the incredible posters
from their group presentations on display. See you at the Fair!

KINDERGARTEN PREPARATION
BY MS. NELLY & MRS. NICOLE
Our TK is going to end too soon, and we are so glad to have had this group of kids. What sweet and
lovely children! The children have learned so much over the year and grown quite a bit too!
Our last few months have been full of excitement. This is the time of year when our TK kids are shining
and stepping into their own. Recently, they have been focusing on understanding story settings, how to
create a story, and becoming a storyteller. Our class had a great time standing up in front of their
classmates and recreating the story of ?The Three Little Pigs.?
We also learned about music. From musical notes to being performers in a band, the TK students
performed their talents during our in-class ?recital.? It was a great show! Our moms were able to share
in our musical talents during our Mother ?s Day Celebration. Singing three, heartfelt songs brought tears
to all our eyes.
Recently, the children had the opportunity to go on a field trip to CuriOdyssey in San Mateo; there they
had the opportunity to see and touch live animals.
Every day our goal is to engage the children in their learning, giving them the opportunity to explore in
a hands-on way while mastering new concepts. We incorporate language, math, science, fine motor,
creative arts, music, movement, and story book reading into our circle times.
Morning circle time has become academically challenging as we are becoming readers! We will also
finish our Saxon Early Learning books soon and will begin using Bob books in class. With the
introduction to reading books and learning how to blend letters into words, our class is well on our way
to being ready to enter our accelerated Kindergarten in the fall.
Coming up we will be learning about sports. The children will learn jump rope games, games with balls,
and stretching (as we focus on health). They will also review a new poem, ?Star Light, Star Bright.? We
will make puppets out of brown bags, do a puppet show, and share what we?ve learned this year.
We will end our year with our big celebration, GRADUATION!!! We are very excited as we prepare to
perform on stage for our family and friends. As an in-class, end of the year party, we are having a
Hawaiian Party to celebrate our hard work and the relationships we have built.
There is much behind and much ahead in the next few weeks! We are on our way!

QUARTER NOTES
WITH MS. KITTY
Students are looking forward to our informal music concerts on Mondays in June. Each demonstration
will last about 30 minutes and show some of what we?ve been doing in class this school year.
I?m impressed with the progress of each class and am looking forward to building on their knowledge
and skills next year. As we head toward summer, you?ve probably heard about the ?summer slide? or
the ?summer brain drain? and all the disheartening statistics. The stat that scared me the most for my
own child was, ?Studies show that kids lose as much as two to three months of math and reading skills
over summer.?
And I couldn?t help but think: Yeah but we all need a break! My solution, backed up by no scientific
evidence, is that music can save the day.
Go to live performances of any kind of music. St er n Gr ove has a variety of free concerts all summer
that range from ballet and symphony to reggae and jazz. While enjoying a picnic lunch before the show,
talk and read about composers and how the instruments work, the musical styles and their countries of
origin, what era the music is from, and what influenced the composers and performers. Right there
you?ve got history, science, culture, geography, and more. Learn these things along with your children
for a live demonstration of lifelong learning.
You can throw in some fun math with the BBC?s ?The Story of One? by Monty Python?s Terry Jones,
Disney?s ?Donald Duck in Mathmagic Land,? and videos from the Am er ican M at h em at ical Societ y
especially the ?Majesty of Music and Math.?
Make music, listen to music, sing and dance your way through summer as a family -- and the brain slide
should be just a little slip with an easy re-entry into fall. Happy summer! >^..^<

¡HOLA HILLDALE!
BY SR. COHEN

The results are in! A number of Upper-School students did a fantastic job on this year ?s
National Spanish Exam. Details will be announced at the end of the year awards ceremony.
Please stay tuned.
After much progress and hard work, we are in the final stretch of classes. In recent Spanish
news: students celebrated our annual Spanish Market Day, which features a food ?market,?
art activities, games, dancing, and piñatas. Muchas gracias to Eighth Grade students,
After-School staff, and Ms. Dukhovny for helping with this event.
Each of the three Upper-School classes recently made a trip to the local Taquería ?Los
Cuates.? We enjoyed a tasty, Mexican style lunch and ordered our meal entirely in Spanish!
The Fifth Grade class has been learning about Spain. This includes lessons on history, culture,
food, and music. We recently had a lesson on the ?tortilla española,? which is a type of
popular omelet from Spain.
Our Fourth Grade class is wrapping up the level 1B textbook, ?En Camino.? We recently
ventured into the preterite tense, which is a form of the simple past. We have also been
learning about the culture and geography of Puerto Rico.
Third Grade students are completing the ?Adelante? textbook, level 1A, and have become
masters of present-tense verbs in Spanish! We studied a recent unit on the Spanish-speaking
community of Miami.
Second Grade students are now working on Symtalk level 4 and have greatly expanded their
knowledge of vocabulary and grammar. We had a recent lesson on verb conjugation, which
becomes a major component of learning Spanish.

¡Feliz Verano!

W HAT'S NEW IN TECH
BY MR. DELA CRUZ
Time has flown by so quickly; here we are rounding up the end of another year at school. And what a year
it has been! There have been major changes this year including the introduction of iPads and
Chromebooks to various grades.
Huzzah to Transitional Kindergarten (TK) for completing their first year of Tech with me! On the first day
of Tech class I gave the TK kids their own iPads. Immediately they scoured the various apps for a game
icon they recognized. Once they found a game icon, they clicked it open and proceeded to explore it. But
asking the same child to do anything else on the iPad feels like a challenge. The TK and Kindergarten kids
saw the iPad more as a toy and not as a learning tool. The first lesson they had to learn was unlocking the
iPad and finding out why it?s important to not guess at the passcode! Have you ever had the experience
of unlocking 15 iPads? Once the kids got into the habit of unlocking the iPads on their own, they learned
basic typing skills, taking photos using the iPad camera, opening and using various apps, and their
favorite-creating their own ?Copy, Cut, and Paste? projects!
First Graders have been rocking and rolling on their iPad projects. This year we continued to sharpen our
typing skills and we did plenty of ?Copy, Cut, and Paste? projects. ?Copy, Cut, and Paste? projects are the
electronic version of ?Show and Tell.? The kids share a favorite memory and include a photo to
accompany it. Young kids love to tell stories, and this is a terrific way to tap into this interest. First Graders
enjoyed our various lessons, but the biggest and most anticipated addition to their Tech class this year
was the implementation of Google Classroom! First Graders now have their own Google Classroom
accounts as well as email addresses, and they are learning how to communicate using emails. Wow!
Our Second Graders have been sharpening their typing skills. The Second Graders have joined me on
Google Classroom, and it's been a big hit for them. They worked on their ?All About Me? projects using
Google Docs, and they learned how to save, access, and upload work onto Google Classroom. Second
Graders presented their ?All About Me? slideshows proudly. They have also been participating in our
online classroom discussions on Google Classroom as they answer our weekly Question of the Week,
which I post on that forum.
Thanks to our Google Classroom Third through Fifth Graders have been able to create many fun projects
in class. We started by creating simple documents using Google Docs; from there we branched into
Google Sheets wherein the kids learned how to balance a shopping budget, plan out trips using an
imaginary travel budget, and create corresponding charts for the numbers and information. Since 2018
was an election year, we created our own mock election polls using Google Sheets! With Google Slides we
were able to create our own Jeopardy! game as well as our own animated GIFs. The kids love a good
challenge, and it warms my heart when I see them immerse themselves in their work and proudly show
off the fruits of their hard work. Google Classroom has really turned things around this year and it has
made teaching more fun than ever.
What a year! Enjoy the summer, folks!

GREETINGS FROM OUR ART STUDIO
BY MRS. KLEYTMAN
As we rapidly approach the end of the school year, I would like to give you a glimpse of what?s been going on
behind our studio doors.
The Kindergarteners are practicing drawing a realistic-looking person. The children learned that artists use
the knowledge of facial proportions to help them draw features in the correct places. We also discussed that
portraits can convey the emotions of a person. Kindergarten got acquainted with some of the most famous
portraits of the art world. The next step is to draw a self-portrait! Students are still on the symbolic stage of
drawing; most children become interested in drawing more realistically at around eight or nine years old. At
this point, I am only introducing them to the idea of realistic drawing and proportions. I cannot wait to see the
results!
First, Second and Third Grades finished up working on the torn-paper collage of the Adélie penguins. This
project required a lot of patience and attention to detail. It is important for young artists to explore new ways
of creating art. The torn-papers collage is always a great exercise for eye-hand coordination as well as fine
motor skills! In the end, we had a whole colony of the cutest Adélie penguins!
Fourth and Fifth Grades spent a lot of time working on their paper quills initials project. They had to choose
the color scheme for their letter and to roll a lot of paper strips into tight rolls before they could glue them on
neatly. Talk about dedication and perseverance! You will have a chance to admire their work as they take their
projects home this week. Currently, they are finishing up the ?Rethink-Reuse-Recycle? project. Students are
cutting out old magazine pictures and transforming them into a collage story!
Sixth Grade put a lot of effort into their scratch paper art project. Each student had a photograph they used as
a reference to draw a wild animal portrait. The animal scratch portrait is one of my favorite projects this year.
Sixth grade did a wonderful job addressing the variety of textures and values. Scratch paper is a very tricky
medium; it?s not easy to correct the drawing if a mistake was made. I am very proud of the students. I hope
this project gave a big boost to their artistic confidence!
Seventh and Eighth Grade students are wrapping up their ?Cats and Dogs? portraits. Students painted selected
animals from the gray scale, referencing images. The young artists had to mix the paint to match the
reference photo. Understanding of concept of value (being able to read darkness and lightness) is one of the
most crucial skills for an artist. We will be finishing up this school year by looking at some mesmerizing
romantic seascapes by JMW Turner, a brilliant but rather eccentric English painter of the 19th century.
Please check out our school gallery on Artsonia?s website. Comment on the works of your child and start
conversations about their art! Every time you buy keepsakes of your child?s artwork from Artsonia, a
percentage of your purchase goes to our school's art program fund! Thank you for your support!

