n
co
ct
e
n
|

BeN.25

Benjamin District 25 publishes BEN.25 Connect for parents and residents.

Dear Friends,

“An investment in knowledge pays the best interest.”

As I write my first Dear Friends
column, I am reminded of how humbling it
is to be in a leadership role in a vibrant and
engaging school district and community
that comprises Benjamin 25. I will admit
that, after 30 years in education and more
than 25 of those years in Cook and DuPage
counties, I had not heard of Benjamin
District 25. The more I researched and read
about the district, the more excited I
became as I applied for the superintendent
position. I have not been disappointed.
Everyone I have had the opportunity to
meet and talk with has reinforced my
excitement to be a part of such a fantastic
organization.

T

~ Benjamin Franklin

This community cares about kids first.
I have been very impressed with the
dedication of the Board of Education, the
Administration, staff and support staff
whom I have had the opportunity to meet as
I transitioned into this new role. People
come together to tackle issues and set any
personal differences aside to collaboratively
do what is best for students. I am incredibly
grateful for this opportunity and look
forward to meeting more people and
building partnerships and relationships
with the whole of the community as we
continue what has been set in motion as I
begin my time in Benjamin 25.

A Benjamin School District 25
communique connecting schools
and the community.

SU M M ER 20 19
Jim Woell, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Summer Wrap Up

As the summer winds to a close and we look
at the start of the 2019-2020 school year, I
hope that your summer has been filled with
joy and some time to relax and recharge.
June, July and August have seen a
tremendous amount of work being
accomplished.
Evergreen Elementary School has a new
playground with a rubberized surface and
new accessible equipment designed for
students with special needs.
		
Continues on page 2

The Benjamin District 25 Board of Education officially bid farewell to Phil Ehrhardt, Ed.D. (top photo) and welcomed Jim Woell, Ed.D., as the new
superintendent, at their June meeting. Dr. Woell began his tenure July 1.

Finance 101

Welcome New Business Manage

With the
summer
retirement of
Shelly Clark,
Ed.D., former
business
manager,
Benjamin
District 25
is pleased to
welcome a new
chief school business official, Cheryl Witham.
As part of the search process, former
Superintendent Philip Ehrhardt, Ed.D., Dr.
Clark and Dr. Jim Woell, Ed.D., Benjamin
District 25 superintendent, met with and
interviewed four outstanding candidates for
the position. Based on results of those
interviews and in consultation with Mike
Fitzgerald, Benjamin principal; Laura
Pfanenstiel, Evergreen principal; and
members of the Administration Center staff,
Cheryl Witham was named the new business
manager effective July 1.
Her previous experience includes serving
as business manager in Glen Ellyn District 41
and was instrumental in helping pass a recent
referendum. In addition, she served in the
same or similar capacity in the Oak Park
River Forest School District, New Trier High
School District and the Minnetonka Public
Schools in Minnesota. She has 12
grandchildren and enjoys spending as much
time as she can with them traveling. Welcome
to the Benjamin 25 family!

Good News!

Lighting improvements are apparent
throughout the district as older lights have
been replaced with new, energy-efficient LED
lighting. As a result, energy consumption is
down considerably from previous years.
“This is just one example of the district’s
commitment to Strategic Directions goal three,
explains Jim Woell, Ed.D., superintendent.
“We will continue to focus on goal 3
throughout the 2019-2020 school year as we
seek to be financially sustainable with the
resources provided to the district.”

Goal 3: Strategic Directions

Goal 3: Ensure organizational efficiency and
fiscal stability
3a. Continually improve the efficiency of the
organization
3b. Maintain fiscal stability
SUMMER 2019
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Putting On A Fresh Face For Fall

Summertime construction projects bring a wealth of changes this fall at both Benjamin
Middle School and Evergreen Elementary School

One of the projects at Evergreen Elementary School includes the installation of a new
playground surface and eventual addition of accessible playground equipment for
children with special needs.
Projects at Benjamin Middle
School include revamping
the hallway outside the first
floor band room to create
expanded band and PE
equipment storage areas, as
well as additional musician
practice space within the
band room itself.

Dear Friends

Our Future Focus

Continued from page 1
The Benjamin Middle School band room
has had additional storage added to
allow for more space for student
musicians. All of this work was
accomplished by in-house staff and was
of minimal cost as we continue to be
fiscally responsible with district
resources. Both Evergreen and Benjamin
Schools have had their public address,
call and clock systems replaced and
upgraded to enhance communication
and student safety in case of emergency.

175 Years Strong

The Carol Stream Fourth of July
parade kicked off a series of celebrations
and activities intended to celebrate
Benjamin District 25’s 175th year. Students
along with board members, parents and
district employees marched in the Carol
Stream Fourth of July parade and carried a
special banner.
Who knew your hands could actually
get sticky handing out pre-wrapped Jolly
Ranchers? It was a great day and I
thoroughly enjoyed meeting many parents
and greeting people along the way. Several
activities have been planned throughout
the year including a giant 175th
anniversary birthday party on Sept. 22.
New signage has been posted on Birchbark
Trail recognizing Evergreen Elementary
School as a National Blue Ribbon Award
recipient.
Facebook.com/BenjaminDistrict25
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Benjamin District 25 is at the
forefront of engaging students in the
learning process. The incorporation of
S.T.E.A.M. programs at both Benjamin
Middle School and Evergreen Elementary
demonstrate a commitment to remaining
current in the incorporation of technology
as a learning tool in our classrooms.
Students are learning to code at a
young age and apply what they learn to
solve real world problems. A focus on
inquiry and collaborative problem solving
are skills that must be learned as students
prepare to make a difference in the world.
Michael Fullan, noted educational
researcher and author, talks about 21st
century skills in six areas: creativity,
collaboration, critical thinking, citizenship,
character, and communication. These six
areas are already at the forefront of the
Benjamin 25 educational model.
I look forward to meeting those of you
whom I have not yet had the opportunity to
greet. In continuance of being open and
transparent, I welcome any feedback about
our schools. Please utilize the
communication connection listed on the
last page of this newsletter.
In Partnership,

Jim Woell, Ed.D, Superintendent

Twitter.com@Bendist25

Instagram.com/benjaminsd25

Benjamin Grads Continue To Set The
Bar High In High School & Beyond
Benjamin Middle School grads are
well prepared for high school and beyond
as indicated by the number of academic
and performance honors bestowed on
graduates at the May 2019 graduate honors
ceremonies at Community High School in
West Chicago. Benjamin Middle School is

one of three middle schools feeding into
the high school district.
We are extremely proud of our
graduates from the Benjamin Middle
School Class of 2019 as well as all of our
former students graduating high school this
past spring!

Commemorating
Blue Ribbon
Honors

Benjamin School District 25 Students Performance in High School
Data is collected for how Benjamin School District 25 students perform at the
high school. The information summarized below is from the 2017-18 school year.

Measure

Benjamin School District 25

All School

1,121

967.7

Average Sophomore PSAT

1,040.2

913.8

Average Freshman PSAT

972.5

871.9

Average Incoming Freshman PSAT

875.1

738.8

Average Junior SAT

Advanced Placement

#Test: 178, #Passed: 114
More tests and passing in 18 years

N.A.

2.4%

7.6%

Attendance Rate

96.27%

N.A.

Participation (Athletics and Activities)

81.09%

59.11%

100%

N.A.

Course Failure Rate

Graduation Rate

Former Benjamin District 25
Superintendent Philip Ehrhardt and
Evergreen Elementary School Principal
Laura Pfanenstiel pose by one of the
two signs commemorating Evergreen
School’s selection as a 2018 National
Blue Ribbon School of Excellence. Both
signs are located near the school in
Carol Stream, just off Birchbark Trail.

Benjamin School District 25
Approximately 13% of students graduating from West Chicago Community High School are from Benjamin School District 25.
The percentage of Benjamin School District 25 students earning a variety of academic honors far exceeds 13% as reported below.

Students Graduating with
Highest Distinction

A Highest Distinction Honor student has maintained a grade point average of
5.0 or higher over four years of high school.

Students Graduating with
President’s Education Award

The President’s Education Award, sponsored by the U.S. Department of
education, in partnership with the National Association of Secondary School
Principals, recognizes and honors those students who have achieved high
academic goals by their hard work dedication to learning. Recipients have
maintained at least an A-Average, and excel on state and nationally normed
achievement tests.

29%

of the students are from
Benjamin School District 25

19%

of the students are from
Benjamin School District 25

Students Graduating with
Illinois State Scholars

Students ranking approximately in the top ten percent of the state’s high school
graduating seniors are distinguished as Illinois State Scholars. Selection is
based on ACT and/or SAT test score results and class rank at the end of the
sixth semester in high school.

of the students are from
Benjamin School District 25

Students Graduating with
National Honor Society

National Honors Society, sponsored by the Association of Secondary School
Principals, recognizes students who have distinguished themselves for their
scholarships, leadership, service, and character.

of the students are from
Benjamin School District 25

SUMMER 2019

www.bendist25.org

Facebook.com/BenjaminDistrict25

3

Twitter.com@Bendist25

39%
28%

Instagram.com/benjaminsd25

New Wheelchair For Evergreen Early Childhood Student
An Evergreen Elementary School
early childhood student in Tina
Quealy’s classroom was gifted a
wheelchair this summer from a
not-for-profit organization, Danielle
Cares for Chairs. The registered 501c3
organization was founded by a 17-yearold Indiana high school student who,
through her organization, collects and
recycles plastic bread tags in order to
donate wheelchairs to children and
young adults. The bread tags are square
clips commonly used to seal loaves of
bread, bagels and even produce. They
are not typically recyclable through
curbside recycling, with millions
ending up in landfills each year.

The donation was made at the
SCARCE recycling organization in
Glen Ellyn, a drop off site for bread
tags since 2017.

Where Are They Now?

In this feature, we take a look at Jodi Krause, a Benjamin District
25 Board of Education member helping to guide the district and its
students to future success.
The year 2012 was when the European Union agreed to
impose an oil embargo on Iran; protests were intensifying in Syria
as the Arab Parliament called for the immediate withdrawal of
Arab League monitors; a 7.0 earthquake struck the south of Japan,
Blue Ivy Carter made her debut amid pop music fanfare; and a
Katniss side braid was the hot new hairstyle following the Hunger
Games movie release.
It was also the year Jodi Krause was first appointed and later
elected to the Benjamin District 25 Board of Education. Since that
time, the Carol Stream mother of a district student and a district
graduate, has served terms as board secretary, vice president and
president.
“I believe in volunteering,” says Krause. “It’s what makes a
community strong. It takes all of us to pitch in and help wherever
our skill set allows. As a working mom, I wasn’t able to volunteer
in the classroom, but still wanted to help where I could.”
Krause, who is the Barrington Park District superintendent of
Recreation and believes her job title
really should be superintendent of FUN,
says she and her husband Joe, an
assistant school principle, moved their
young family to the community due in
part of the great schools. “We wanted
our daughters to get a great education
and I wanted to do my part to help keep
the district strong for years to come,” she
explains.
In her seven years as a board
member, Krause says the focus on
making the best decisions for children
Jodi Krause, member,
Benjamin District 25
has remained constant. ‘Every decision

Jodi and Joe Krause with daughters, Emily, 12, and Allyson, 15

that is made needs to be best for our kids, or we need to look at
other alternatives,” she explains, pointing to hallmark decisions
surrounding the development of a free full day kindergarten
program, passage of a recent referendum allowing for facility and
safety improvements as well as curriculum enhancement.
“I love the honor roll meetings when we salute students
achieving a 4.0 grade point average, or meetings when our students
get an opportunity to show off all the great things they are doing in
school,” she notes. “One of my greatest memories as a board
member was when the Administration team approached us with a
plan for all day kindergarten. The kindergarten team had done
such a great job explaining the needs of their students and the
increased rigor of kindergarten standards that we all agreed if this
was a need, we should do it at no cost to our families.”
Ever increasing demands from state and federal levels
challenge a small district to maintain fiscal stability and can strain
budgets,” she adds. “This can be very challenging when we never
want to cut services that our children need.”
Krause says that as a mom herself and as an employer of
many, she sees first-hand how two particular areas--communication skills and out-of-the-box thinking---have become
critical to preparing students for 21st century success. She says
placing the spotlight on “what is best for our students” is a
guidelight for that success.

Board of Education
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Twitter.com@Bendist25

Instagram.com/benjaminsd25

Swinging For S.T.E.A.M

Congratulations to the Benjamin-Evergreen PTA for
their work coordinating the Swinging For S.T.E.A.M. golf
outing at Klein Creek Golf Course.
Through their efforts, more than 38 golfers, 25
additional family members, and 10 sponsors helped to
raise $4,000 for our Project Lead The Way hands-on
math/engineering/science kits.
With a sharp focus on science, technology,
engineering, arts and mathematics, we are helping to
prepare the leaders of tomorrow in our classrooms today!

You Are Invited To Our 175th Birthday Celebration
Make plans now to help us celebrate Benjamin’s 175th anniversary on Sept. 22 at Benjamin Middle School!

175th Anniversary Birthday Party
The oldest operating school district in Wayne
Township will mark the anniversary with a variety of
special events throughout the year, including a special
celebration this fall.
The communitywide 175th birthday party begins at
1 p.m. Sunday, September 22 at Benjamin Middle School,
28W300 St. Charles Road, West Chicago, and will include
an old-fashioned ice cream social, a passport trip through
history educational experience, period games, music, a
photo booth, bounce houses, and fun run/walk event.

Parents, alumni, students and staff help pass out candy and kick off Benjamin District
25’s 175th anniversary year celebrations at the Carol Stream July 4th parade

discovered their homestead near St. Charles Road and the West Bank of
the DuPage River. Within three days they had erected the first log house in
Wayne Township. Robert and brother, John Benjamin, claimed about 600
acres of land in our school district.

Learn about student life, fashion, and toys as
Benjamin School was founded in 1844. What was the
community like, who were the first families and how did
they arrive? Gain first-hand experience in how to build a
covered wagon or how the Pottawatomie Indians built a
longhouse, discover more about West Chicago’s railroad
history and more. Come help us blow out the candles and
enjoy the many family-friendly activities and events.

Our History
It was in the spring of 1834, after weeks of traveling
West by wagon train, Robert Young Benjamin, then 26
years old, with his wife, Nancy, and four young children
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Benjamin School was erected sometime before 1844. In 1841, there
were at least 11 children of school age living in the area—enough to
warrant the building of a school by their parents. It is not known for certain
whether the school was named for Benjamin because he donated the land
for the site, or because he was the
first settler. In either case, the
descendants of both Robert and
John Benjamin served in the
school in many capacities during
the following years. The late Verna
Benjamin Kautz, a greatgranddaughter of Robert
Benjamin, summed it up: “The
Benjamins always saw to it there
was a SCHOOL there.”

Facebook.com/BenjaminDistrict25
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Twitter.com@Bendist25

Instagram.com/benjaminsd25

Board of Education:
Vincent Engstrom, President
Jodi Krause, Vice President

Please note that because Benjamin District 25 mails
its publications by postal route, some individuals
who do not live within Benjamin District 25 may
receive this mailing.

A Benjamin School District 25 communique
connecting schools and the community.

Anna Taylor, Secretary
Jack Buscemi, Board Member

ECRWSS
POSTAL
CUSTOMER

Tammy Mastroianni, Board Member
Dennis Peterson, Board Member
Lisa Willuweit, Board Member
Jim Woell, Ed. D., Superintendent

Social Media
FRIEND us on Facebook and FOLLOW
us on Twitter and Instagram for
Benjamin 25 news, photos, and more!

Facebook.com/BenjaminDistrict25
Twitter.com @Bendist25
Instagram.com @benjaminsd25

Make The
Communication
Connection!
Building and maintaining open lines
of communication with members of
our Benjamin District 25 family are key
ingredients to making a difference in the
lives of the children we serve. A variety
of communication methods is available to
share a compliment, address a question or
communicate a concern to Dr. Jim Woell,
superintendent. They include:
Written: Administration Service
Center, 28W250 St. Charles Road,
West Chicago, IL 60185.
Phone: 630-876-7800
E-Mail: jwoell@bendist25.org
Fax: 630-876-3325
Online: www.bendist25.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
BenjaminDistrict25
Twitter: www.Twitter.com/Bendist25
Instagram: www.instagram.com/
benjaminsd25

2018
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Mark Your Calendars

Oct. 14
Columbus Day, no school

Sept. 3
Preschool begins

Aug. 21
First Day of School,
Grades 1-8

Aug. 22
First Day for Kindergarten
Aug. 24
Back to School Night,
Evergreen Elementary
School

Sept. 5
Back to School Night,
Evergreen Elementary
School
Sept. 19
Board of Education meeting,
7 p.m. Administration
Boardroom

Aug. 28
Open House,
Benjamin Middle School

Sept. 22
Communitywide 175th
birthday celebration, 1 p.m.,
Benjamin Middle School

Sept. 2
Labor day, no school

Oct. 15
Board of Education Meeting,
7 p.m., Administration
Board Room
Nov. 8
Institute Day, no school
Nov. 21
Board of Education Meeting,
7 p.m., Administration
Board Room

Additional calendar dates may be found on the district website at www.bendist25.org

Calling All Benjamin Alumni

Full S.T.E.A.M. Ahead!

Upcoming Spotlight Columns To Feature
Alums Working In Sports & Athletic Fields
If you are a Benjamin District 25 graduate
currently working in the sports and athletic
fields, please let us know. If you are a
collegiate, professional or ranked athlete,
trainer, manager, coach, fitness/nutrition
professional, sports medicine specialist,
fitness club manager/expert, sports
broadcaster, promoter, agent, or even an
Olympian (current or former), we want to
hear from you.
We would love to include you in an
upcoming photo feature of our grads at
work in sports and athletic fields. Please
email your name, year of Benjamin
graduation, your job title, affiliation, and
location, along with a high resolution
(300 dpi) headshot photo to Facebook@
bendist25.org for inclusion in an upcoming
community newsletter.

Facebook.com/BenjaminDistrict25
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From coding
microbytes and
Ozobots, to operating
robots and drones, and
exploring forensic
science, students in
the Benjamin District
25 summertime
S.T.E.A.M. camps had
plenty of opportunities
to problem-solve,
collaborate, and create
solutions to a variety
of projects and challenges.
Twitter.com@Bendist25

Instagram.com/benjaminsd25

