Trustees approve additional
unique school options
“These exciting educational
initiatives have been carefully
designed to engage and empower
students to reach their highest
potential, challenging them through
diverse opportunities and
innovate instruction.”
- San Benito CISD
Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Nate Carman

Acknowledging the important role
that choice and individualization
play in the academic success of
our students, San Benito CISD
will be offering two additional
unique school options for families
and students to consider for the
2019/2020 school year.
The Ed Downs Fine Arts
Academy will be a diverse and
inclusive school committed to
academic excellence and integrity,
while providing personalized
instruction and nurturing the
artistic and expressive student.
The Sullivan Environmental
Science Academy will promote
environmental stewardship in a
cooperative learning community so
that each student develops the skills
and knowledge to be a responsible,
environmentally conscious productive
citizen.
District and campus administrators
are currently determining
admission criteria as well as
tentative enrollment dates. Though
students will be required to apply
for each

of the specialized academies; offer
open enrollment will be available
both districtwide and valleywide.
“As we continue to provide a Gold
Standard education for all of our
students, we are confident that
our district’s two new schools of
choice will draw students to new
and exciting ways of learning,”
Carman added.

Parents and students will have
an opportunity to explore their
academic options during the
upcoming town hall meetings: on
Wednesday, March 20 at 6 PM at
Ed Downs Elementary, located at
1302 N. Dick Dowling St., and
on Thursday, March 21 at 6 PM
at Sullivan Elementary, located at
900 Elizabeth St.

Welcome Message

FROM SUPERINTENDENT
Dr. Nate Carman
With spring around the corner,
this is a time for celebration and
new beginnings for us at San
Benito CISD.
In January, we celebrated the
visionary leadership of our school
board trustees during School
Board Appreciation Month by
inviting them into our classrooms
where students, teachers, and
staff showed appreciation to them
for the work they do to lead our
district. We appreciate the work
they do on a daily basis to make
policy decisions that serve in the
best interest of our students, and
we thank them for their selfless
service.
One of the major projects they
are currently undertaking is
ensuring that our new facilities
bond projects are moving
forward on schedule. San Benito
CISD will soon be home to a
new, state-of-the-art performing
arts center, a new aquatic center,
and a new indoor multipurpose
athletic facility. Through
a school bond passed last
November by the voters of San
Benito CISD, these facilities will
enhance academic opportunities
for San Benito students, at no
tax impact on our taxpayers.
We look forward to continuing
seeing these projects develop in
the months ahead.
Another new beginning for us is
the addition of two new unique

school options for students
next year – the Ed Downs Fine
Arts Academy and the Sullivan
Environmental Science Academy.
These new school options will
provide high-quality curriculum
and learning experiences for
students, centered on their interest
in these select fields of choice. We
look forward to offering these new
school options and to the many
opportunities and expanding new
ways of learning for our San
Benito students.
We hope you and your families
enjoy a safe and restful spring
break, and that our students
return to school rejuvenated,
refreshed, and ready for the final
months of the school year!
Sincerely,

Dr. Nate Carman

Dr. Nate Carman
Superintendent of Schools

Congratulations,

Krystal Contreras!

Texas Commissioner of
Education Mike Morath today
joined Jane Foley, senior
vice president of the Milken
Educator Awards, at a surprise
ceremony at Dr. CM Cash
Elementary to present Krystal
Contreras with the Milken
Educator Award.

The national award recognizes
exemplary elementary and
secondary school teachers,
principals and specialists who
are furthering excellence in
education. Contreras is a fourthgrade writing teacher and is the
only Texas educator receiving
the national award during the
2018-2019 school year.

In addition to the Milken
Award, often referred to as
the “Oscars of Teaching,”
Contreras will receive
a $25,000 cash prize in
recognition of her efforts and
outstanding performance.
“Krystal Contreras reflects
the very best of the teaching
profession in Texas,” said
Commissioner Morath. “By
holding her students to the
very highest standards, her
hard work and dedication
benefits her students today
while strengthening the Texas
of tomorrow.”

For more information about
Krystal Contreras and the Milken
Educator Awards see page 14.
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Dr. Cash Elementary earns
America’s Best Urban
School Bronze Award

Dr. C.M. Cash Elementary has
been selected by the National
Center for Urban School
Transformation as a Bronze winner
of the 2018 America’s Best Urban
Schools Award.
The prestigious Gold, Silver,
and Bronze level awards were
presented to 15 urban schools
from throughout California, Texas,
Colorado, North Carolina, Nevada,
and New York for achieving
excellent and equitable results for
their students.
Campus principal Dilia Cornett and
assistant principal Marleen Araiza
– joined by district administrators,
trustees, and campus personnel –
proudly accepted the award during
the recent 2018 America’s Best
Urban Schools Symposium in San
Diego, California.

Congratulations, Dr. Cash Elementary!
Dr. Cash Elementary was named a Bronze winner of the 2018 America’s Best Urban Schools Award
by the National Center for Urban School Transformation (NCUST). Campus principal Dilia Cornett
and assistant principal Marleen Araiza – joined by district administrators, trustees, and campus
personnel – proudly accepted the award during the recent 2018 America’s Best Urban Schools
Symposium in San Diego, California.

District observes
National School
Bus Safety Week

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Nate Carman said, “I’m proud
of the successes at Dr. Cash
Elementary. Being recognized
at the national level as one of
America’s Best Urban Schools
by NCUST is a noteworthy
accomplishment. Mrs. Cornett
and her faculty and staff are to be
commended as their hard work
and high expectations are paying
off with remarkable levels of
student achievement.”
“It was an honor to accept this
prestigious award on behalf of
our amazing Dr. Cash team. The
commitment and dedication of
our scholars, teachers, staff, and

San Benito CISD Board

parents is evident in this national
recognition. I am extremely proud
our Dr. Cash team!” explained
Cornett.
NCUST started in 2005 as the
vision of then-president of San
Diego State University (SDSU),
Stephen Weber and then-dean of
the SDSU College of Education,
Lionel “Skip” Meno. Both
envisioned SDSU playing a
constructive role in improving
urban education throughout the
nation.
Today, NCUST partners with
schools and districts to transform
urban schools into places where
all students achieve academic
proficiency, evidence a love
of learning, and graduate well
prepared to succeed in postsecondary education, the
workplace, and their communities.
The National Excellence in Urban
Education Award Program was
established as a strategy to identify
and begin to study some of the
nation’s most successful urban
schools. An extensive site visit
process is instrumental in selecting
each years’ honorees.
The first five schools were honored
in May 2006 at the Center’s
first symposium. These first
award-winning schools and their
successors nurtured the NCUST
team’s conviction that all urban
schools could achieve excellent
learning results.

of Trustees

Angel Mendez
Vice-President

M.L. Garcia
Secretary

Orlando López
Trustee

Victor Eloy Rosas
Trustee

Janie G. Silva
Trustee

Sonia Weaver
Trustee

A Message
School bus transportation plays
a critical role in the education
of our nation’s students. For
more than 25 million children,
riding a school bus is how
they get from their homes and
neighborhoods to their schools
and classrooms.
Throughout the country, school
districts recently observed this
year’s National School Bus
Safety Week – “My Driver My Safety Hero!” – to bring

continued awareness to the importance of school bus safety.
Locally, Transportation Director
Erica Flores and her staff visited
elementary schools to educate
students on the size and dynamics
of a school bus, the proper way to
sit while being transported, and
the importance of not distracting their bus drivers. Students
also practiced boarding the bus
normally and evacuating the bus
during emergency situations.

FROM THE SCHOOL
BOARD PRESIDENT

Michael A. Vargas
On behalf of the San Benito
CISD School Board of Trustees,
we hope each of you has started
2019 filled with excitement as we
look forward to a brand new year
of unlimited possibilities, goals,
and academic achievements.
Through the district’s 2021
Strategic Plan, we have continued
to work on identified goals as we

aim to make San Benito Schools
among the best in our region. We
recently entered the first phase
of preparing for construction
of our newly approved bond
projects including the district’s
first aquatic center, multipurpose indoor sports complex,
and performing arts center, all
of which will contribute to the
academic vitality of our students.

As your school board leaders,
we are proud to provide new
and impactful opportunities for
our students, teachers, and the
community; always with the goal
of providing our students with
the highest quality education.
We hope each of you has a great
Spring semester!
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Christmas
Stories with
Top Readers

Homecoming Royal
Court Announced
The San Benito High School and San Benito Veterans Memorial Academy 2018 Homecoming Royal Court includes Homecoming Queen Niquelle Lopez and King Carson Ayala; senior Duchess Olivia Alvarado and Duke Carlos Rodriguez; junior Duchess Angelin
Cruz and Duke Alex “Hondo” Garcia; sophomore Duchess Adaleida Ulloa and Duke
Seth De Leon; freshman Duchess Lina Garza and Duke Michael Benavidez (not shown).
Photos courtesy of TJ Tijerina

During the holiday season, San Benito CISD educational television
station, KSBG TV 17, showcased some of the district’s top elementary
readers during a special production of “2018 Christmas Stories” which
featured students reading their favorite Christmas books including
“Santa Claus is on a Diet” and “How to Catch an Elf”.
The show aired daily throughout the holiday season across the
district. The Christmas stories program was introduced several years
ago to reward the top readers for their hard work and to showcase
their love for reading.

Madison Kowalski
Rangerville Elementary
“December”

Danaee Varela
Fred Booth Elementary
“Pig the Elf”
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Laila Nicole Lopez
La Encantada Elementary
“Santa Claus is on a Diet”

Gabriel Lopez
Sullivan Elementary
“How to Catch an Elf”

Nirel Arratia
Angela G. Leal Elementary
“Santa Duck”

Kassandra Ledezma
Judge Oscar De La
Fuente Elementary
“How to Catch an Elf”

Abigail Hinojosa
Dr. Raul Garza, Jr.
STEAM Academy
“Blue Trucks Christmas”

Emmanuel Alvarado
Ed Downs Elementary
“Where, Oh Where is
Santa Claus?”
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San Benito
schools
promote a

drug-free
community

In 1988, the first national Red Ribbon
campaign was celebrated in honor of slain
United States Drug Enforcement Agency
(DEA) Special Agent Enrique “Kiki”
Camarena.
Saddened by Camarena’s untimely death
in 1985, his friends, family and neighbors
in his hometown of Calexico, California,
began wearing satin red ribbons in his
honor and as a pledge to continue his
fight against illegal drugs. Today, the red
ribbon has come to symbolize a visible
and unified commitment toward the
creation of a drug-free America.

Throughout the week, representatives
from law enforcement agencies such as
the United States Border Patrol, City of
San Benito Police Department, the San
Benito CISD Police Department, and
the Cameron County Constable’s Office
prove instrumental in promoting drug
prevention awareness.
Students of all ages were given a
glimpse into how the United States
Border Patrol secures our land borders
and coastal waters and how K-9 A police
dogs are trained to assist police and other
law-enforcement personnel in the fight
against drug trafficking.

“Agent Camarena embodies the
commitment and courage necessary to
keep our kids and communities safe from
the threat of drugs,” explained Eddie
Errisuriz, the school district’s Counselors
Coordinator.

During this year’s Red Ribbon Week,
San Benito Schools also observed Unity
Day – a national day to stand together
against bullying and united for kindness,
acceptance, and inclusion.

“This threat already existed 33 years
ago when I worked as a drug prevention
intervention counselor, and it stills exists
today. Students are experimenting with
prescription medication instead of the
more common ‘gateway drugs’ such as
tobacco and alcohol,” he added.

Students and campus personnel were
invited to wear or display orange to
show support for individuals who have
been bullied as well as to educate and
raise awareness of bullying prevention.
Various schools held anti-bullying
presentations to share a message of
support, hope, and unity so that all
students feel safe and supported.

The Red Ribbon Campaign is the
oldest and largest drug prevention
program in the nation and a way for
people and communities to take a
visible stand for healthy lifestyles.
“Together, we are stronger and safer!
Let’s support each other, help those who
need help, and live up to the ideals of
real life heroes like Agent Camarena,”
said Errisuriz.

For resources to promote healthy,
drug-free youth through prevention
and education, please visit the National
Family Partnership website, www.
redribbon.org. StopBullying.gov
provides information from various
government agencies on what bullying
is, what cyberbullying is, who is at risk,
and how you can prevent and respond to
bullying.

CONGRATULATIONS
2019 Spelling Bee Winners!

The traditional Spelling Bee provides elementary and middle school students
with an opportunity to learn new words, sharpen their spelling and vocabulary
skills, and vie for the title of the school district’s top speller.
The top winners of the
district’s 2019 Spelling
Bee competition are
pictured alongside
SBCISD Superintendent
of Schools Dr. Nate
Carman.

Pictured, from left, are VMA principal Gilbert Galvan, a group of students instrumental in the
success of the breakfast drive, and San Benito Food Pantry representative Forest Walker.

San Benito Veterans Memorial Academy (VMA) students in Olga
Reyes’ reading classes held their traditional breakfast drive. All items
collected were donated to the San Benito Food Pantry, particularly for
the winter months when donations are scarce. Students, campus staff
and members of the community donated breakfast good such as dry
cereal, oatmeal, granola bars, peanut butter, jelly, canned fruit, canned
juice, pancake mix, and powdered milk.

Honorees are, from left, champion
– Eduardo Delgado, Dr. C.M. Cash
Elementary; second place winner
– Lindsey Montemayor, Berta
Cabaza Middle School; and, third
place winner – Kaitlynn McNutt,
Dr. C.M. Cash Elementary.
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Trustees
play important
role in TASB
governance
Throughout the years, San Benito School board
trustees have taken active roles within the Texas
Association of School Boards (TASB), ensuring
that Texas school districts‘ voices are represented
at the Capitol and elsewhere.
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Thank You, Mr. López!

Local trustees represented San Benito Schools at this year’s Texas Association of
School Administrators (TASA) / Texas Association of School Boards (TASB) Convention
in Austin, Texas. Trustee Orlando López, center, served as a delegate during the 2018
Delegate Assembly. Trustee Victor Rosas, far left, had been designated as an alternate
delegate. López and Rosas are pictured alongside fellow trustee Sonia Weaver.

Orlando López as a delegate and trustee Victor
Rosas as an alternate delegate to the 2018 TASB
Delegate Assembly.
“I was fortunate enough to share the experience
with several hundred delegates from across the
state of Texas. It was a very humbling experience,” he added.

Michael A. Vargas, current school board president, was recently honored by TASB for
his service on the TASB Legislative
“It was a
Advisory Council and for serving
as a representative of the TASB
great honor to be
Legislative Committee.

Delegates play an important role in TASB’s
nominated by fellow
governance – helping
Vargas was elected to
board members to represent
develop the vision
the TASB Legislative
for the Association.
SBCISD as a delegate to the
Advisory Council in 2016
Because Texas
TASB Delegate Assembly in
during a regional grassschools are facing
roots meeting comprised
Austin. Delegates are the voices
long-term
legislative
of public school board
of
our
schools,
and
we
will
challenges,
it is more
members. As one of four
work
collaboratively
to
have
important than ever for
council members, Vargas
contributed efforts towards
Texas trustees to stand
our voices heard,”
setting legislative priorities
up and advocate for our
said López.
while working with other elected
schools. Serving on the Delschool board leaders around the state of
egate Assembly empowers local
Texas. The council developed a statewide list
trustees to be those advocates for public
of priorities to guide the Association, focusing on
education in Texas.
issues related to school finance, governance, and
accountability.

Vargas explained that as a group, they advocated
for more priorities and participated in weekly conference calls. They also spoke with state legislature
members. “It’s a collaborative effort. It is great to
share ideas with districts that have similarities such
as ours,” he added.
During September’s regular board meeting, San
Benito Schools trustees designated fellow trustee

TASB is a voluntary, nonprofit association
established in 1949 to serve every public school
district in Texas. Membership also includes county school boards, junior colleges, tax appraisal
districts, cooperatives and education service
centers. School board members are the largest
group of publicly elected officials in the state, and
the districts they represent serve more than 5.3
million public school students.

Congratulations, Mr. Vargas!

Michael A. Vargas, president of the San Benito Schools Board of Trustees, was honored
by the Texas Association of School Boards (TASB) for his service on the TASB Legislative
Advisory Council and for serving as a representative of the TASB Legislative Committee.
Vargas, left, is shown alongside TASB Executive Director James Crow during the recognition segment of the 2018 Delegate Assembly in Austin.

San Benito students win awards
at bowling tournament
The district’s Special Services
Department, in conjunction with the
Special Olympics, hosted the South
Texas Bowling Tournament for Special
Olympics Bowling Team members at
Creasy’s Bowl in Harlingen. Students
from other districts including
Mercedes, Lyford, Raymondville, and
surrounding areas also participated,
earning various medals and awards
for their efforts.
Rick Tamez, the district’s Special
Olympics Coordinator, said,
“Our coaching staff has done a
tremendous job working with our
student athletes during this bowling
competition event. Our students will
develop self-worth and improve their
self-esteem competing in this area of
competition. We are proud of what
they have accomplished.”
San Benito students, in the 8 to 15
age group, earning awards at the
South Texas Bowling Tournament
include:

Angela G. Leal Elementary
First Place – Aaron Reyes Barron		
and Aron Martinez.
Dr. C.M. Cash Elementary
Third Place – Nathan Villafranco.
Dr. Raul Garza, Jr. STEAM Academy
First Place – Yandel Rosenbaum 		
and Rafael Walle
Fred Booth Elementaray
Second Place – Xavier Izaguirre,
Third Place – Anthony Romero, and
Fourth Place – Gael Constante
La Paloma Elementary
First Place – Robert Rodriguez		
and Christina Tamez;
Second Place – Anthony Barrera,
Brandon Lee Buitron, and David Mata
Sullivan Elementary
First Place – Joe Louis Rodriguez and
Second Place – Shane Sanchez
Berta Cabaza Middle School
First Place – Selena Carrion, 		
Aiden De Leon, Andy Gonzalez;
Second Place – Eugenio Gonzalez;
Third Place – Javen Alonso, Aaron
Vasquez, and Abraham Villagran

Miller Jordan Middle School
First Place – Star Escalante		
and Isabella Ledezma;
Second Place – Andres Escobedo,
Brandon Gonzales, Marisol Hernandez,
Manuel Perez;
Fourth Place – Kaitlyn De La Garza; and
Fifth Place – Samuel Acosta
San Benito Riverside Middle School
Second Place – Nathaniel Martinez,
Third Place – Guadalupe Torres, and
Fifth Place – Sebastian Espinoza
San Benito High School
First Place – Amairany Cortez,
Melvin Manrique, Rudy Segura;
Second Place – Mario Flores			
and Uriel Gonzalez;
Third Place – Daniel Alvarez			
and Priscilla Gonzalez
San Benito Veterans Memorial Academy
First Place – Matthew Pedraza		
and Juliana Ramirez,
Second Place – Felipe Estrella,
Third Place – Adrian Bravo,
Fourth Place – Ernesto Garcia, and
Fifth Place – Adrian Sanchez
Special Olympics coaches, in addition
to Tamez, include Belinda Amaya, Maria
Cisneros, Davis Ezell, Ofelia Owens,
Cynthia Puente, Ruben Reza, Eusebio
Servantes, Mel Sosa and Jesus Zuniga.
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San Benito chess is here to stay!
A scholastic chess player is responsible and exhibits good sportsmanship. A
chess parent teaches their child to play according to the rules and to exhibit
appropriate behavior and respect at all times. A chess coach knows how to
communicate winning ideas, moves, and concepts. Together, these individual
components represent a winning formula that works! It has truly worked for
San Benito’s chess teams.
In San Benito, chess also represents solid winning traditions, numerous
championship titles, and remarkable camaraderie among students.
For over two decades, the San Benito CISD After School Program has been an
extension of the regular school day – funded through federal, state, and local
funds. Though significant grant funding was lost in recent years, the Board
of Trustees and district administrators remain committed to supporting the
program and have budgeted local funds to ensure the continuity of services.
Recognizing the positive impact that the After School Program has made on
the lives of thousands of students throughout the years, San Benito CISD
remains committed to maintaining the Program’s existing design, including its
nationally-acclaimed chess program.
Please be assured that the San Benito CISD After School Program and its
chess program are here to stay. The winning traditions will continue!
The Dr. C.M. Cash Elementary K-1 chess team advanced to the
2019 Texas State Scholastic Chess Championships – “Super State.”

Investing in our Children’s
Education SPAC
Donates Funds
to SBCISD Scholarship
Foundation
Last year, a group of community
members organized to form a specificpurpose political action committee
(SPAC) to support the passage of the
2018 San Benito CISD bond measure.
The committee, Investing in our
Children’s Education, raised private funds
to promote the passage of the bond. The
$40 million bond was approved by the
voters in November 2018.
At a school board meeting held
on Tuesday, January 22, 2019, the
committee donated the remaining
balance of unspent funds to the San
Benito Consolidated Independent
School District Scholarship Foundation.

Committee Treasurer,
Gilbert Weaver, and
bond committee community
members Lulu Robinson and Robert
Pedraza were on hand to present
a check to Superintendent Dr.
Nate Carman and the Board
of Trustees in the amount of
$2,265.95. Funding will be used
toward college scholarships
awarded to graduating San
Benito CISD students.
“As a community, we recognized
the need to invest in our children to
provide the best facilities to support
their learning experience, and we

“The SPAC was
created for this specific
purpose, and now that we
have accomplished our goals,
we have officially dissolved the
committee, closed our account,
and decided to donate the
unspent proceeds back to
our San Benito students,”
Weaver explained.

worked hard to approve the funding for
these projects,” said Weaver.
“There is no better way to give back to
our students than by supporting their
future educational goals,” he added.
Board President Michael A. Vargas
thanked the committee for their work
to provide input throughout the bond
process, and for the donation to the
scholarship foundation. “Thank you
for helping us invest in our children’s
education, in every way we can,”
Vargas stated.

NJROTC
cadets make
sizeable

donation
to food pantry

The Transportation Department took steps to go the extra mile
by designing a makeshift bus, thus allowing Dr. Cash Elementary
fourth grader Boy Presley a chance to take a ride while sitting
on his wheelchair. He is joined by his teacher, Adan Peña, driver
Judy Salinas and Director of Transportation Erica Flores.
Not shown: driver Carol Lopez.

San Benito Naval Junior Reserve Officer
Training Corps (NJROTC) cadets from
San Benito High School and San Benito
Veterans Memorial Academy recently
presented to the San Benito Food Pantry
a total of 1,020 non-perishable food items
and $307 in monetary donations. Since
the end of September, over 50 NJROTC
cadets collectively dedicated over 130 hours
toward their traditional food drive.
Leading by example, San Benito NJROTC
instructors emphasize the important
concepts of service over self and community
first. Together, NJROTC cadets and
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Students develop skills in

video production

NJROTC cadets
participate in
Panther Challenge

A KVEO 23 news team visited Dr.
C.M. Cash Elementary, and interviewed
members of the Cash News Network
(CNN) team. According to campus
principal Dilia Cornett, the Dr. Cash News
Network (CNN) is a fully integrated video
production program with daily broadcasts.
“Participation in our CNN program allows scholars
to develop their writing, communication, creativity
and organization skills critical for real world success.
It also provides a unique opportunity to gain hands-on
video production and on-camera experience not available
in most elementary schools,” explained Cornett.
The CNN student news anchors pictured are Elizabeth
Garza and Lauren Janelle Longoria.

Congratulations,

AV Production students!

San Benito High School’s Advanced
AV (Audio Visual) Production
students, instructed by teacher Joel

A total of 36 San Benito Naval Junior Reserve Officer
Training Corps (NJROTC) cadets recently traveled to
Aransas Pass High School to compete in the school’s
annual NJROTC “Panther Challenge.”
San Benito cadets competed against five other units from
throughout Texas in the following categories: Academics; Combat Fitness Test (Females), Combat Fitness Test
(Males), Leadership Confidence Course, Marksmanship,
Obstacle Course, Orienteering (Intermediate), Orienteering (Novice), and Tug of War.
Overall, the San Benito NJROTC Unit placed first at the
completion. They also placed first in Academics and Orienteering (Novice) categories; second place in Orienteering (Intermediate) and the Combat Fitness Test (Females);
and third place in Orienteering (Novice), Marksmanship,
and Combat Fitness Test (Males). Having remained undefeated in all pulls, the Unit was also awarded the coveted
first place spot in the Tug of War category.
The following four SB cadets received individual medals:
Jimmy Gonzalez – first place, Orienteering (Novice); Devany
Suarez – second place, Orienteering (Novice); Abel Longoria
– first place, Orienteering (Intermediate); and Priscilla Coronado – second place, Combat Fitness Test (Females).

Rodriguez, earned a state-level first
place win with their cybersecurity public
service announcement (PSA) competition

Chief (Ret) Timothy Wilson, local NJROTC Naval Science
Instructor, added that the Panther Challenge was a fastpaced competition, and the cadets definitely demonstrated that they were up for the
challenge.

entry – “Don’t Get Hooked! Protect Your
Identity!” The student-produced PSA was
submitted to the Texas Department of Information Resources’ statewide competition for
Texas high school students in grades 9-12.
The State of Texas joined the Department of
Homeland Security and its partners across the
country to highlight the importance of cybersecurity and online safety in recognition of the October 2018
Cybersecurity Awareness Month. Students competed in categories, including phishing, social media, mobile
devices, and hacking. The SBHS Advanced AV Production entry won first place in the phishing awareness

SkillsUSA students
beautify marquee

category.

Congratulations,

Daniela Niño!

Daniela Niño, a San Benito
High School Belle, was one of
over 300 student performers
from across the United States
who participated in the historic

city of Rome’s New Year’s Day
celebration. The individuals
invited to perform in the Rome
celebration were part of the
All-American Dance Programs,
and only the top 12% of athletes
who attend the programs’ summer camps earned the opportunity to perform in the holiday
spectacular.

While in Italy, Daniela was able
to visit historic sites such as the
renowned Spanish Steps and the
Colosseum – the famous Roman
amphitheater built between
A.D. 70 and 72 and used to
host events such as gladiatorial games during the Roman
Empire.

The San Benito High School’s Animation SkillsUSA
student organization was recently on a mission of service.
Having secured the materials and the time of a landscape
design expert, the students beautified both sides of the
marquee at Dr. C.M. Cash Elementary.
According to SkillsUSA sponsor Paul Hernandez, his
students learned the importance of giving back to their
community through hands on experience. Together,
the students cleared the weeds and laid new soil down
before carefully positioning and planting the new flowers.
“By way of the generous donations from Patrick Hicks
and his team at the Home Depot in Harlingen, Texas, and
through Antonio Melchor’s expertise in landscape design,
the project was a complete success,” Hernandez added.
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San Benito Belles show their

Greyhound spirit

The award-winning
San Benito High School Belles – the “Pride
of San Benito” – demonstrated their unrelenting Greyhound spirit
in preparation for the 2018 Battle of the Arroyo. The Belles, under the
direction of Isabel De La Cruz and assistant Liz Corona-Perez, proudly
showed their school spirit by wearing their comfy pajamas during the
school’s pajama day. This year’s spirit week activities included pajama
day, pink out day in support of breast cancer awareness, iconic duo (perfect pair) day, and purple
and gold day.

Thank you, Greyhound fans!

San Benito Belles march in

Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade
The NYC-bound group included (in no
particular order) Julianna Leal, Belles
3rd Lieutenant Trysta Escalante, Heaven
Salinas, Mandy Villarreal; bottom, Mia
Satterfield, Merizah Martinez, Aisa
Servantes, and Elizabeth Rosenbaum.
The San Benito teens were among the
550 dancers from around the country
that proudly comprise the Spirit of
America Dance Stars, a performance
group that has been in the parade for
over 25 years.

Having earned a coveted spot on the
All-American Dance Drill Team,
eight San Benito High School Belles
proudly participated in the 2018 Macy’s
Thanksgiving Day Parade® in New
York City.

Each year, the legendary parade attracts
more than 3.5 million spectators in
New York City (NYC) and over 50
million television viewers nationwide.
The Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade
was aired nationwide on NBC-TV on
Thursday, November 22.

San Benito students selected as

Texas All-State Vocalists

Two members of the San
Benito Greyhound Chorale
successfully competed at
the Area round of the Texas
All-State auditions.
Julian Niño was selected as a Texas AllState vocalist, and Audrey Garza was
selected as a first-alternate.

The 2018 football season
was definitely one to remember! From the Mighty
Greyhound Marching Band, the San Benito High School Belles and
cheerleaders, and the dedicated student trainers to the faithful fans, and
the Mighty Greyhounds themselves – it was a dedicated and tight-knit
community that made this year’s “Friday night lights” a great success.

Congratulations, Greyhound

Marching Band!

The San Benito High
School Mighty Greyhound Marching
Band competed in the Bands of America® South Texas
Regional Championship marching contest in McAllen, Texas. The marching
band, under the leadership of the school district’s Director of Bands Dayri
Mendoza and the band program staff, fared quite well – placing fourth place
in the preliminary round and, thus, earning the opportunity to perform in the
finals round. The drum majors that led the award-winning marching band
on the field are Ivan Hernandez, Luis Moreno, and Angel Contreras.
Only ten bands of 29 scheduled groups advanced to finals. The Mighty
Greyhound Marching Band finished fourth place overall – the highest of all
Rio Grande Valley bands in attendance!

According to San Benito CISD Director
of Choirs Eradio Martinez, it had been
over three years since the district has
had a Texas All-State vocalist. “This is
a testament to the progress of the SBCISD choral program,” said Martinez.
All-State vocalists are chosen for this
prestigious honor through a competitive process sponsored by the Texas
Music Educators Association (TMEA)
and held throughout the academic year
across the state at District, Region, and
Area levels. Only 1,780 students were
selected through a process that began
with over 72,900 students from around
the state vying for this honor to perform
in one of 15 ensembles – bands, orches-

tras, and choirs. Only the top 2.4% of
musicians who initially audition become
All-State musicians.
“All-State is the highest honor a Texas
music student can receive,” explained
Martinez.
The Texas Music Educators Association
is an association of over 13,500 school
music educators dedicated to promoting
excellence in music education.

San Benito High School students
receive bowling honors

San Benito High School (SBHS) student
athletes, in the 16 to 21 age group, recently competed in the Special Olympics
South Texas Bowling Tournament at
Creasy’s Bowl in Harlingen. SBHS honorees include the following: Gold medal
– Daniel Delgado, Victoria Hernandez,
Angel Lynn Rodriguez; Silver medal –
Janet Morales, Isela Ramirez; Bronze
medal – Rafael Bustos, Billy Jo Vela,
Angel Villagomez; fourth place – Mark
Medrano, and Fernando Rodriguez.
Special Olympics Coordinator Rick

Tamez and Special Olympics coaches
Maria Cisneros, Davis Ezell, Cynthia
Puente, Ruben Reza, Belinda Amaya
accompanied the students.
Committed to the Special Olympics
motto, “Let me win, but if I cannot win,
let me be brave in the attempt,” the local
Special Olympics Program empowers
special education students to become
physically fit, productive, and respected
members of society through sports training and competition.
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San Benito students selected as

Texas All-State musicians
Elizabeth Sauceda and Santiago Perez, member of the San
Benito High School Greyhound
Band, recently perform with
the Texas All-State Band at the
Henry B. González Convention
Center in San Antonio as part of
the 2019 Texas Music Educators
Association Clinic/Convention.
Sauceda and Perez were chosen
for this prestigious honor through
a competitive process held this
year across the state at District,
Region, and Area levels.
According to San Benito
CISD Director of Bands Dayri
Mendoza, “Our students have
achieved the highest honor
available to high school music
students in the state!”
“We are all very proud of Elizabeth and Santiago’s accomplish-

ment. The skills learned during
the preparation process and the
memories of their achievement
will serve them for a lifetime,
he added.
The competitive process for
Sauceda and Perez began
throughout the state in auditions
hosted by 33 TMEA Regions.
Individual musicians performed
selected music for a panel
of judges who ranked each
instrument or voice part. From
this ranking, a select group of
musicians advanced from their
Region to compete against musicians from other areas in eight
TMEA Area competitions.
Of over 72,900 students initially
entered the All-State competitive process, only 1,780 students were selected for the top
honor of performing in one of

15 ensembles – bands, orchestras, and choirs. Essentially,
only the top 2.4% of musicians
that began the audition process
became All-State musicians.
During the 2019 TMEA Clinic/
Convention, All-State musicians
participated in several days of
rehearsals directed by nationally-recognized conductors.
Locally, Sauceda and Perez perform under the direction assistant band directors and TMEA
members Dulce Rodriguez and
Noe Garcia III, respectively.
Headquartered in Austin, The
Texas Music Educators Association is an association of over
19,000 school music educators
dedicated to promoting excellence in music education.

Congratulations,
San Benito NJROTC!

The San Benito Navy Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps (NJROTC) Program
recently conducted its 2019 Annual Military Inspection (AMI) with the NJROTC
Area 10 Manager – Commander Mike Hale, USN, Retired. Cadets and the
NJROTC Program were graded on over 15 different areas. This included
personnel inspection, in place drill, marching, uniform wear, cadet leadership, and
instructor leadership – just to name a few. Having been preparing for this event
since November, this year’s AMI was an outstanding success.

Thank you for a great football season!
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National Technical Honor
Society inducts new members

Students
receive coveted

gold jackets

San Benito High School seniors who ranked in the
top five percent of their class each semester, making
the Superintendent’s List since their freshman year,
received their personalized gold Hi-5 jacket during
a special recognition ceremony held at the Rancho
Viejo Resort & Country Club.
This year’s 23 honorees include Nathan Jacob
Gomez, Brisa Evalee Araiza, Albert Alexander Mercado, Sarah Nicole Rodriguez, Polo
David Stein, Chloey Danielle Rodriguez, Keyla Roseli Ochoa, Stephanie Sarai Chavez,
April Kate Montemayor, Ashley Nicole Barahona, Lidia Denise Martinez, Maverick
Raven Reza, Janet Marie Rasmussen, Daniela Rojas, Alysa Nicole Naranjo, Jimmy
Gonzalez, Sarah Ann Garcia, Stephanie Annel Cantu, Allison Shanavia Ramirez, Lillian
Janey Salazar, Mauricio Enrique Diaz, Ariel Raine Garcia, and Jacob Lauren Cavazos.
Honorees received their personalized gold jackets from Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Nate Carman and were congratulated by members of the district’s
Board of Trustees and high school administrators. From the presentation of the
coveted gold jackets and pins to the photo booth set up by KSBG TV, the recipients enjoyed a special evening in their honor.

Dr. Cash hosts college

career week

and

The Career Technical Education (CTE) Program honored top students and newly-inducted
members of the National Technical Honor
Society (NTHS). Newly inducted members
for 2018-2019 include Adrian Julian Garcia,
Cristal Pesina Garza, Nathan Jacob Gomez,
Zaralegui Mireya Guzman, Ivan Alfonso
Hernandez, Alejandra Martinez, Clarissa Iris
Menchaca, Kayleigh Victoria Quintero, Elizabeth Sauceda, Claribel Aime Sotelo, and Jovita
Abigail Viveros. Members inducted in 201718 include Jayson Bryan Martinez, April Kate
Montemayor, Janet Marie Rasmussen, Abigail
Sube Rose, and Zayra Gissell Sigala.
NTHS officers for the 2018-2019 academic
year, pictured amongst the new inductees, include President Nayeli Ramirez,
Vice-President Matthew Lugo, Secretary
Vanessa Muñoz, Treasurer Gerardo Delgado, Historian Mauricio Diaz, Parliamentarian Jaycee Zuñiga, and Student Council

Representatives Aliandra Rocio and Noe
Barrientos, Jr. NTHS sponsors include Paul
Hernandez, Diana Zuñiga, Roland Garcia,
Maria Isabel Marichalar Solis - SBHS
Principal, and Rolando Guerra - Director of
Career & Technical Education.
Pictured, standing from left, are Nayeli
Ramirez, Gerardo Delgado, Noe Barrientos
Jr., Ivan Alfonso Hernandez, Jaycee Zuñiga, Matthew Lugo, Zayra Gissell Sigala,
Nathan Jacob Gomez, Kayleigh Victoria
Quintero, Claribel Aime Sotelo,Clarissa Iris
Menchaca, Adrian Julian Garcia; sitting,
Elizabeth Sauceda, Janet Marie Rasmussen,
Aliandra Rocio, Mauricio Diaz, Abigail
Rose Sube, Alysa Naranjo, Zaralegui
Mireya Guzman, Mia Longoria, April Kate
Montemayor, Cristal Pesina Garza, Alejandra Martinez, and Vanessa Muñoz. Members not shown are Jayson Bryan Martinez
and Jovita Abigail Viveros.
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Dr. C.M. Cash El
ementary focuse
s their efforts on
The campus re
college and care
cently hosted a
er readiness.
College and Ca
such as Open Ho
reer Week that
use, future care
included activitie
er dress up for
spoke to scholar
s
students, and gu
s about their ca
est speakers th
reers.
at

Students earn

ASE certification
San Benito High School (SBHS) seniors
recently discussed their future educational
plans with representative from over 60 college and university at the school’s University Day event. Participants learned about
university admissions, programs of study,
student life, financial aid and other important requirements.
San Benito High School Career and Technical
Education (CTE) Program students earned Automotive Service Excellence
(ASE) certification in the area of Suspension & Steering. Pictured, from left, are Santos
Guzman, Rey Ruvalcaba, and Aarron Ibarra.
Students enrolled in the CTE automotive program, train and prepare throughout the
year for four different areas of ASE certification. The automotive program at SBHS is
an ASE accredited program and is under the instruction of CTE Automotive teacher
Meliton Hinojosa.

Alex Salinas, San Benito High School Higher Ed Coordinator, explained that college
nights, financial aid nights, university days
afford students the opportunity to speak directly with university representatives and recruiters. “A lot of students say, ‘I don’t have
the luxury of travelling to see these schools

personally.’ Well, we’re going to bring the
universities to them,” said Salinas.
“We are looking forward to helping students
apply, , get admitted and make sure that they
get their questions answered about what it
takes to go to these great schools,” he added.
Senior Daniela Rojas indicated that she had
already narrowed down her choices to three
universities across Texas. She said, “I’m just
trying to get more information to see which
one would be the best for me as a student.”
For additional information, SBHS Seniors
can visit the College and Career “Go Center,” located within the SBHS library.
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AEP presents
rebate to district
leaders

Athletic Department receives

$1,100 donation

San Benito
H-E-B representatives recently
presented a $1,100 donation to the San Benito High School
Athletics Department. Pictured during the presentation are, from left, H-E-B
Drug Store Manager Gilbert De La Garza, Athletics Coordinator Ramiro
Partida, San Benito CISD Board President Michael A. Vargas, Superintendent
of Schools Dr. Nate Carman, H-E-B Assistant Store Director Adrian Abrigo,
Floral Department Manager Stephanie Herrera, and H-E-Buddy. The monies
will supplement the Athletic Department budget and will be used as needed.

Mariachi Del Sol
provides

entertainment

District leaders accepted a rebate check totaling $56,840.31
from American Electric Power (AEP) Texas representatives
for the LED lighting projects (energy efficient lighting
retrofits) at Dr. Raul Garza, Jr. STEAM Academy and La
Encantada Elementary. Shown at the presentation are, from
left, trustees Janie Silva and Sonia Weaver, board president
Michael A. Vargas, Assistant Superintendent of Academic
Services Hector Madrigal, AEP officials Mario Garcia and
Russell Bego, trustee Victor Eloy Rosas, board secretary M.L.
Garcia, trustee Orlando López, and Director of Energy Management and HVAC Christopher Cole.

Local students receive
new shoes

San Benito High School’s Mariachi Del Sol performed favorite tunes at
the recent American Electric Power (AEP)
Service Center facility’s grand opening
ceremony. Dignitaries, including local and
state elected officials, attended the event.
The talented Mariachi Del Sol
performers are shown alongside Judith
E. Talavera, AEP Texas president
and chief operating officer; the AEP
mascot, Louie the Lightning Bug;
and mariachi instructors Karina
Vela and Avigái González. Those
in attendance participated in a
ribbon cutting ceremony and tour.
The new facility will house 110
employees and is located at 1401
East Business 77 on 40 acres of
land near the former municipal
airport.
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Pictured are Shoes That Fit and DaVita representatives alongside campus
personnel and very thankful children.

Shoes That Fit, a non-profit organization that provides new shoes to
low-income children, recently visited Fred Booth Elementary. DaVita, a
leading provider of kidney care services for those diagnosed with chronic
kidney disease, partnered with the organization to provide thousands of shoes
for children nationwide.
Locally, a total of 30 Fred Booth students received new shoes.
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District
hosts
successful

Thank you, United

Way!

wellness
awareness
walk

United Way of Northern Cameron County Executive Director Jessica Belschner, second from left,
presents a $375 donation to the district’s Family and
Community Engagement Department for the Stuff
the Bus Campaign. The donation allowed the department to purchase additional school supplies for students within the district. Shown with Belschner, are

from left, Lali Betancourt, who previously served
as a United Way board member and is currently
serving as a United Way volunteer; Luis D. Gonzales, Jr., past United Way board president and current
board member; San Benito Schools Board President
Michael A. Vargas; and Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Nate Carman.

Hundreds of community members recently gathered early
at Bobby Morrow Stadium on a Saturday morning for San
Benito CISD’s first annual Wellness Awareness Walk.
Free and open to all community members, the event was
designed to empower the community to embrace active
and healthy lifestyles.
“Our first annual San Benito CISD Wellness Awareness
Walk was a tremendous success! Our challenge was to
introduce to our educational community’s stakeholders to
the importance of leading an active and healthy lifestyle.
After all, a healthy community is a vibrant community,”
proudly explained Ray Saldaña, Director of Student
Services for the school district.
The event was a collaborative effort by the Department
of Student Services, the Family and Community Engagement (FACE) Department, the After School Program, and
the Career and Technical Education Program.
During the wellness walk, the district’s Athletic Department and After School Program hosted fun, physical
and motor skill activities for the youngest participants;
the San Benito High School Conjunto Estrella provided live entertainment; and a Zumbathon took place on
the stadium field. Event sponsors – including several
district campuses and departments, civic clubs, and area
businesses and health organizations – provided healthy
snacks, fresh fruit, and water and sports drinks to participants. There youngest of participants were also able to
have their faces painted with bright colors.
“When we can witness our school district and community working in unison. We can feel confident in creating
endless opportunities for our students now and for future
generations, added Saldaña.
“We want to thank all the students, campuses, departments, community members, parents, and sponsors who
participated in our event,” he concluded.

The San Benito District
Observer is a quarterly
publication of the San Benito
Consolidated Independent
School District.
For more information, contact:
San Benito CISD
240 N. Crockett St.
San Benito, TX 78586
956-361-6100
www.sbcisd.net
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District leaders attend
“Think Growing Thinkers”
Conference

Thank you,
Mr. Moreno!
San Benito CISD is taking
a proactive approach
in preparing school
personnel on how to
stop traumatic bleeding
should a mass-casualty
event ever occur close
to home. Instrumental in
training school personnel
on potentially lifesaving
techniques is South Texas
Emergency Care supervisor Pedro Moreno – who
has served as the trainer
for over 25 Stop the Bleed
session for the district.
The Stop the Bleed campaign helps train civilian bystanders in
bleeding control principles - including the use of tourniquets
and wound packing.
“Constantly seeking ways to enhance our crisis response
strategies, the district brought the ‘Stop the Bleed’ campaign
to San Benito schools,” explains Director of Student Services
Ray Saldaña. “Mr. Moreno has been instrumental in training our
employees.”

Thirty San Benito Schools leaders – including
district administrators, campus principals, and Academic Services representatives – recently attended
the lead4ward 2018 “Think Growing Thinkers”
Conference in Bastrop, Texas.
lead4ward is designed to make a difference in the
lives of students by helping educators focus their
work, creating structures that give teachers and students a sense of hope and confidence, and supporting leaders with systems they can trust.
“The Think Growing Thinkers Conference gave San
Benito district and campus leaders an opportunity
to continue their learning through lead4ward so

that we may provide aligned instructional and data
driven leadership,” said Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Nate Carman.
“Information shared at this conference will help
provide focus and consistency in our instructional
efforts as we work to provide a good standard education for all SBCISD students,” he added.
Sessions such as Aim Small, Miss Small, SCORE
BIG; Making Math Stick!; Student think!ing, Data
Digging; and Growing Writers were among those
offered to empower participants to venture out of
their comfort zone, learn something new, and think
about things differently.

Personnel trained on
fire extinguisher basics
Select campus personnel took the part in the City of San Benito Fire
Department’s Basic Fire Extinguisher training course. San Benito
firefighters provided classroom instruction and invaluable hands-on
training in a real-life, controlled environment.

Rangerville coach secures

multiple grants

Rangerville Elementary Physical Education teacher Alfonso De
La Cruz proudly displays a $1,000 Target youth soccer grant
check. Committed to increasing access to soccer for youth across
the country, the Target youth soccer grant program provides grant
monies for field equipment to introduce more kids to soccer –
one of the top youth-participation sports in the United States.
The Target grant will allow Rangerville to upgrade their soccer
program, including purchasing new soccer goals and equipment.
“It’s all to give our students an opportunity to be successful,”
says Coach De La Cruz. In addition to the Target grant, De La
Cruz has secured additional grants from Fuel Up to Play 60 and
Marathon Kids in order to purchase physical fitness equipment
and educational resources to help his students choose healthier
and more active lifestyles.

During the November board meeting, Trustees recognized
Moreno for his voluntary commitment to training district personnel. He is pictured alongside Saldaña.

Congratulations,
Mr. Mendoza!
San Benito Schools
Director of Bands Dayri
Mendoza has been
designated as a nominee
for the 2018 University Interscholastic League (UIL)
Sponsor Excellence Award
for his commitment to UIL
programs and the benefits
they provide for the young
people of Texas.
“I am humbled and honored to be nominated for
this award. Every day, I am awarded the distinguished privilege
of serving the students of San Benito CISD, and for that, I am
extremely grateful,” said Mendoza.
The Sponsor Excellence Award recognizes outstanding sponsors who demonstrate a high level of dedication in assisting students in developing and refining their extracurricular talents
to the highest degree possible.

Congratulations,
Mr. Galvan!
San Benito Veterans
Memorial Academy
Principal Gilbert Galvan,
far left, who serves as the
Region IA representative
on the Board of Directors
of the Texas Association
of Secondary School Principals, has been named
TASSP Region I Principal
of the Year.
Galvan is pictured
alongside TASSP State
President Dr. Herb C. Cox; TASSP Executive Director Archie E.
McAfee, M.Ed.; TASSP Region 1 Coordinator Jennifer Sanchez;
and TASSP Region 1B Representative Adriana Ramirez at the
Region I Fall Meeting at Laredo United High School in Laredo,
Texas.
The TASSP vision is to offer Texas principals and assistant principals a forum to explore the best practices in school administration with the ultimate goal of helping facilitate student learning.
Members are committed to the Association’s motto, “Above All,
Students First.”
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San Benito CISD Teacher
Earns $25,000 Milken Educator Award
Commissioner of Education
Mike Morath today joined Jane
Foley, senior vice president of
the Milken Educator Awards, at
a surprise ceremony in the San
Benito Consolidated Independent
School District to present Krystal
Contreras with the Milken Educator Award. The national award
recognizes exemplary elementary
and secondary school teachers,
principals and specialists who are
furthering excellence in education.
Contreras is a fourth-grade
writing teacher at Dr. C.M.
Cash Elementary School in San
Benito, a community southeast
of Harlingen. Contreras is the
only Texas educator receiving the
national award during the 20182019 school year.
In addition to the Milken Award,
often referred to as the “Oscars of
Teaching,” Contreras will receive
a $25,000 cash prize in recognition of her efforts and outstanding
performance.

“Krystal Contreras reflects the
very best of the teaching profession in Texas,” said Commissioner Morath. “By holding
her students to the very highest
standards, her hard work and dedication benefits her students today
while strengthening the Texas of
tomorrow.”
From the 2016-2017 school
year to the 2017-2018 school
year, Contreras’s work with
her students led to a five percent increase in the school’s
fourth-graders who were
successful on their end-of-year
writing assessments, from 82
percent to 87 percent. Both years,
the percentage was the highest
in the district. Contreras played
a key role in the increase by researching new writing strategies,
attending professional development workshops and implementing writing boot camps in the
cafeteria for her students.
Additionally, she constantly looks
for new strategies to move her

students forward and puts time
into developing innovative and
engaging lessons. Her classroom is organized and inviting,
with students often working in
small groups, crowded around
laptops as they work on a lesson
about using reference materials
or vocabulary. Contreras goes
to great lengths to help every
student. She tutors after school
and on Saturdays, making extra
learning sessions fun by incorporating games like Jenga into her
instruction. Contreras’s goal, she
says, is to help students become
independent problem-solvers in
the real world.
Colleagues know Contreras is always willing to help with instructional strategies. Contreras has
written curriculum and delivered
professional development during
the district’s “Teachers Teaching
Teachers” conference. She has
worked on vertical alignment
teams and professional learning
communities, the attendance com-

mittee and the Superintendent’s
Advisory Council. A graduate
of Cash and San Benito High
School, Contreras is a fixture at
after-school activities and events.
Contreras earned a bachelor’s degree in English and communications in 2004 from the University
of Texas – Pan American.
“Krystal Contreras understands
that writing is foundational to every skill we learn in school—from
analyzing and critical thinking to
problem-solving and communicating with others,” said Foley,
herself a Milken Educator from
Indiana’s 1994 class. “I commend
Krystal for instilling lifelong
lessons in her students, and look
forward to her contributions to
the National Milken Educator
Network.”
Contreras now belongs to the
Milken Educator Network of
more than 2,700 K–12 teachers,
principals and specialists from
around the country. In Texas, 51

recipients have been presented with the Milken Educator
Award since the program began
here in 2000.
The Milken Family Foundation
first presented the Milken Educator Awards in 1987. Since that
time, it has become the nation’s
preeminent teacher recognition
program and was dubbed the
“Oscars of Teaching” by Teacher magazine. More than $138
million in funding, including over
$68 million in individual $25,000
awards, has been devoted to the
overall program, which includes
powerful professional development opportunities throughout
recipients’ careers.
For photos and video of Contreras
receiving her Milken Educator
Award, visit http://www.milkeneducatorawards.org/educators/
view/krystal-contreras.
For information about the Milken
Educator Awards, visit www.
MilkenEducatorAwards.org.

NOW HIRING

School Bus
Drivers
We Offer:

• Competitive Pay
• Ongoing Training is Provided

Your Benefits Include:

• Annual Leave
• Full-time Benefits
• Great Working Environment
All candidates must be able to obtain a TX CDL
with Passenger and School Bus
endorsements.

JOIN OUR TEAM

T DAY

Are you a safe driver?
Do you enjoy working with kids?
Join the driving force to education!

For more information, call

(956) 361-6100
www.sbcisd.net/jobs

March 2019 | Parent Connection | San Benito Consolidated Independent School District

15

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
San Benito CISD elementary schools invited their students’ family members to enjoy a special
Thanksgiving meal in the company of their children. Campus and Child Nutrition
Program personnel were instrumental in coordinating the special
event. Districtwide, a total of 2,531 special guests
joined the young students for
lunch.

commitment

Students honor
trustees for their

commitment

to public education

2018-2019

SAN BENITO CISD BOARD OF TRUSTEES
In January, school districts throughout
the Lone Star State celebrated School
Board Recognition Month and publicly
recognized the many contributions of
our locally elected school board officials
– advocates for the schoolchildren of
Texas’ public schools.
During the January board meeting of
the San Benito CISD Board of Trustees,
students representing the district’s 18
campuses helped thank each school

board member for their commitment
to public education and the continuing
successes of San Benito’s public schools.
The San Benito High School Mariachi
del Sol provided traditional mariachi
tunes before the meeting and during a
brief reception honoring San Benito’s
elected school board officials.
Board President Michael A. Vargas was
honored to be recognized alongside
his fellow trustees. “I’m happy that

we have a board that is on the same
page, a board that has continuously set
themselves in alignment with what the
gold standard should be,” Vargas said.
“Our Board of Trustees is a supportive
group that works hard to ensure that
SBCISD is responsive to the values,
beliefs, and priorities of this community as
we strive to provide a premier education
for all SBCISD students,” explained
Superintendent Dr. Nate Carman.

“We do it for you – our people, our
teachers, our families. We do it for
our community. We will be serving
you as best as we can,” added Trustee
Janie G. Silva.
Collectively, Trustees have embraced
the district’s vision, goals, and plans
and are committed to continue moving
San Benito CISD toward becoming
the gold standard in all areas of public
education.
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