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CURRENT EVENTS
A Message from Honolulu Authority
for Rapid Transportation (HART)
There are other 24-hour lane closures. Nimitz Highway
eastbound between the Pearl Harbor Interchange and Main
Street is reduced to two lanes. At times, during off-peak
hours, Nimitz Highway may be reduced to one lane in
each direction.
Inside the Pearl Harbor Interchange, the ramp from
Kamehameha Highway to Nimitz Highway, as well as the
ramp exiting JBPHH to H-1 East, are both reduced to one lane.

The Honolulu Rail Transit Project and its contractor
Shimmick/Traylor/Granite (STG) began work during the
2017-2018 school year to build approximately 5 miles
of guideway and four rail stations from Aloha Stadium to
Middle Street. Stations will be located at the corner of
Kamehameha Highway and Radford Drive to serve Joint
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam (JBPHH), the Daniel K. Inouye
International Airport, Lagoon Drive near Keehi Lagoon Park
and near the Middle Street Transit Center, the gateway to
Kalihi. This summer, STG will work both day and night shifts
to drill foundations, erect columns and install the guideway
structure along Kamehameha Highway, Nimitz Highway
and the Pearl Harbor Interchange. Work is generally not
permitted during morning and afternoon rush hours. .
Construction requires the use of large machinery near the
roadway to lift heavy equipment and materials. For the
safety of motorists, crew members and others who share
Kamehameha Highway and Nimitz Highway, temporary
lane closures and lane reductions are in place around the
construction areas. Kamehameha Highway between Aloha
Stadium and the Pearl Harbor Interchange is reduced to
two lanes in each direction. At times, during off-peak hours,
Kamehameha Highway may be reduced to one lane in
either direction.

!

TRAFFIC SAFETY

It is everyone’s kuleana (responsibility) to be mindful of changing
roadway conditions in construction zones. A few minutes of
patience and alertness on the road can save a life. Below are a
few helpful tips for your morning and afternoon commutes:
PLAN AHEAD: Lane reductions and turn restrictions may
impact your commute. Allow extra time through the
construction zone, especially during school drop-off and
pick-up times.
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Meanwhile, construction continues on the nine rail stations
between Aloha Stadium and Kapolei. Trains are being tested
on the tracks above Waipahu. And HART and the Honolulu
Department of Transportation Services just announced the
first transit smart card for Honolulu, the HOLO card, a single
bus and rail fare card that is being rolled out later this year.
Both HART and STG strive to limit the inconvenience to
military communities and civilians who reside and work in
this area through ongoing communication with Joint Base
Pearl Harbor- Hickam, WWII Valor in the Pacific National
Monument, businesses and schools in the vicinity.
School staff, parents and students can stay connected and
receive up-to-date information. For weekly Pearl Harbor and
Airport area lane closures and meeting announcements, sign
up via email: bit.ly/STGHawaii or at facebook STGHawaii.
For general Honolulu Rail project updates, sign up for
HART’s weekly eBlast. You can also find project updates on
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

HonoluluRailTransit
@HNL_RTD
@Honolulu_Rail_Transit

EYES FORWARD: Road conditions may change around
a work area. Minimize distractions and stay alert for
construction workers, vehicles or pedestrians.
SLOW MEANS SAFE: Follow posted speed limits while
traveling within construction zones. Kamehameha Highway
speed limits have been lowered to 25 miles per hour.
COMMENTS OR CONCERNS? Contact HART’s 24-Hour Project
Hot Line (808) 566-2299 or email: info@HonoluluTransit.org
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ACADEMIC UPDATES
Hawaii’s 8th grade progress in reading stands
out in 2017 “Nation’s Report Card”

09 April, 2018
The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)
has released its 2017 results in “The Nation’s Report Card.”
Hawaii is one of only ten states to show an increase in grade
8 reading scores in 2017, with an increase of four scaled
score points.
HONOLULU - The National Assessment of Educational
Progress (NAEP) has released its 2017 results in “The
Nation’s Report Card.” Hawaii is one of only ten states to
show an increase in grade 8 reading scores in 2017, with
an increase of four scaled score points. State reading scaled
scores in grade 4 (+1) and mathematics scaled scores in
grade 4 (no change) and grade 8 (-2) showed no significant
change since 2015 test scores.
“The uptick we’re seeing in reading scores among our
eighth graders is encouraging. The percentage of students
ranked ‘at or above proficient’ in reading shows continued
improvement over time,” said Superintendent Christina
Kishimoto. “Being one of only ten states to show solid
progress in eighth grade reading in 2017, our students’
improvements over the last twelve years continues to be some

of the highest in the nation and reflects the hard work of our
students and teachers.”
The Hawaii State Department of Education (HIDOE) is
taking a close look at the 2017 results, alongside other
student data. The NAEP assessment was originally designed
to provide a common measure of student performance across
the country at a time when there was no consistency among
state academic standards or common measures to compare
states. This includes college and career readiness standards
adopted by states, including Hawaii, in the last decade.
Superintendent Kishimoto added, “Our commitment to
equitable access to quality education for all students
continues to drive our focus on excellence in the Hawaii
Public School System.”
NAEP results are reported in four achievement levels: Below
Basic, Basic, Proficient and Advanced. The proportion of
grade 8 students who were Proficient in reading increased
in 2017, with no significant changes in grade 4 reading
and grades 4 and 8 math. From 2013 to 2015, Hawaii followed
a national drop in test results. Hawaii’s percentage of
students scoring Proficient in reading and math has increased
steadily over the last decade. Hawaii’s students’ average
scores have also increased significantly over time.

PERCENT OF STUDENTS “PROFICIENT” ON NAEP, HAWAII RESULTS SINCE 2005:
2017

2015

2013

2011

2009

2007

2005

MATH, GRADE 4

38

38

46

40

37

33

27

MATH, GRADE 8

27

30

32

30

25

21

18

READING, GRADE 4

32

29

30

27

26

26

23

READING, GRADE 8

30

26

28

26

22

20

18

“We are very proud of the progress in our reading
scores. We also need to strengthen our math performance
and close the gap with national scores,” said Assistant
Superintendent Rodney Luke, Office of Strategy, Innovation,
and Performance. “Math scores are often correlated to college
and career readiness and we want our younger students to
continue the momentum of our Advanced Placement and dual
credit programs when they reach high school. Improving reading and math scores will demand strategic planning, thinking
and action and we know our students will be up to the task.”

digitally based assessments (DBA) for mathematics, reading
and writing.

NAEP is the largest nationally representative and continuing
assessment of what America’s students know and can do in
various subject areas. Assessments are conducted periodically
in mathematics, reading, science, writing, the arts, civics,
economics, geography, U.S. history, and in Technology and
Engineering Literacy. In 2017, NAEP began administering

2,300 grade 4 students and 2,200 grade 8 students
represented Hawaii in the 2017 NAEP math exam, along
with 2,300 grade 4 students and 2,200 grade 8 students in
the reading exam.
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Since NAEP assessments are administered uniformly using
the same sets of tests across the nation, NAEP results serve
as a common metric for all states and selected urban districts.
The assessment stays essentially the same from year to year,
with only carefully documented changes. This permits NAEP
to provide a clear picture of student academic progress over
time.

NAEP reports are located at https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/.
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TRANSITION SUPPORT

TRANSITION SUPPORT
When you enroll your child in Hawaii’s public school
system, you don’t have to be worried about whether
they’ll be challenged. Hawaii has adopted Common
Core Standards, along with most states, the District
of Columbia, four territories and the Department of
Defense Education Activity (DoDEA).

MOVING TO HAWAII WITH
SCHOOL AGE CHILDREN?

LET US HELP YOU!
The School Liaison Officer (SLO) serves as
the primary liaison between Hawaii’s community schools,
commanders, and military parents pertaining to K-12
education. The SLO also implements the K-12 education
aspect of the Commander Navy Region Hawaii Strategic
Engagement Plan.

Radford High School’s Transition Center has
helped military students for over a decade to
acclimate to their new school and surroundings
with the guidance of experienced, volunteer
student facilitators. These student peers help all
new students, both military and civilian, and
offer resources and support towards ensuring
academic achievement.
With the support of the late Sen. Daniel K.
Inouye, the Joint Venture Education Forum
was established in 1999 as a partnership
between the Hawaii Department of Education,
the military, and community stakeholders as a venue to
address mutual concerns through meaningful discussion and
relationships to promote educational opportunities for Hawaii’s
children. Partnerships resulting from the JVEF improve our
public schools, supports for military families and children, and
community relations for both cultures. To learn more, contact
the Department’s Military Liaison, Cherry Torres Okahara:
cherry_okahara@notes.k12.hi.us or 808-271-5724.

The School Liaison Officer provides information to families,
organizations, and commands regarding youth educational
and transitional issues. Most military children move up to
nine times in their PreK-12th grade years. Retention of
educational goals is a major focus for families when
planning to PCS. The School Liaison Officers can offer
information on area schools and help facilitate communication
between the military family on matters relating to public and
private schools as well as home schooling.

While the armed services have made great strides in easing
the transition of their personnel, their spouses and, most
importantly, their children, much remains to be done at the
state and local levels to ensure that the children of military
families are afforded the same opportunities for educational
success as other children. The Interstate Compact on
Educational Opportunity for Military Children addresses
these concerns.

PUBLIC SCHOOL INFORMATION:
The Hawaii Department of Education works with the Interstate
Compact to smooth the experience for military families who
enroll their children in Hawaii’s public schools. Military families
often encounter challenges due to frequent relocations in
service to our country. We are here to help!

Military families move between postings on a regular basis.
While reassignments can often be a boon for career military
personnel, they often impact their families, especially their
children, who face a number of issues, including the loss of
friends and the need to make new ones, adjusting to new
cities and bases and changing schools.

Hawaii is the temporary or long-term home for 300,000-plus
military personnel and their families. About 14,000 military
dependents, representing about 8 percent of the total student
enrollment, attend public schools. Families belong to Air
Force, Navy, Coast Guard, Marines, and Army base
installations located on Oahu, Kauai, and the Big Island, as
well as the Pacific Command headquartered on Oahu.
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PRIVATE SCHOOL INFORMATION:
If you are interested in private schools in Hawaii, The Hawaii
Association of Independent Schools is a valuable resource.
HAIS serves 93 private and/or independent schools and
over 35,000 students in Hawai’i. Member schools include
several of the largest independent schools in the U.S., as
well as some of the smallest. While distinctive with respect to
mission and philosophy, HAIS member schools are united in
helping children achieve personal and academic excellence.
HAIS is the state affiliate for the National Association of
Independent Schools, and also the state liaison for the
Western Association of Schools and Colleges. HAIS is a
501(c)(3) non-profit organization governed by a volunteer
board of directors. Leadership of the board is provided by
heads of member schools.
Hawai’i Association of Independent Schools (HAIS) can help
you find a school or schools whose mission and philosophy
are well-matched to your child’s unique abilities, interests and
learning styles. By visiting the website, you will find timelines
for admission, information about financial aid, and other key
issues to consider in finding the best fit for your child.
Although each HAIS member school is driven by a unique
educational mission, they all share a commitment to
providing a safe environment in which young people can
learn academic skills as well as the importance of hard work,
leadership and good citizenship. At these schools, you
will find high-quality educational programs, extraordinary
teachers and family-oriented campuses. They serve our
military families and families from all walks of life and a
wide range of ethnic and socioeconomic backgrounds.
For more information, visit their website:
http://www.hais.us/p/4241_Home.asp

To begin the process of homeschooling in Hawaii, the
parent is required to complete the Exceptions to Compulsory
Education (Form 4140) or a letter of intent to homeschool.
The form should be sent to the principal of the public school
in your neighborhood (your zoned school). Homeschooling
may begin as soon as the signed Form 4140 or letter of
intent is sent to the neighborhood school. The school and
complex area office acknowledge the notice of intent
submitted by the parents by sending the parents a copy of
Form 4140 after it is signed by the principal and complex
area superintendent; or writing “acknowledged” on the
bottom of the parent’s letter of notification with the signature
of the principal and complex area superintendent, and
returning the letter to the parent. Copies of Form 4140 or the
letter of intent are kept on file at the school and district office.
The local public library has been a wonderful resource in
connecting homeschoolers. Families partake in occasional
field trips with several groups, which always prove to be
refreshing and fun. Some parents have found it beneficial
to contact museums and concert planning groups to let them
know the homeschoolers exist and would like to be included
in group learning programs.
For more detailed information on Homeschooling in
Hawaii, visit the Department of Education’s website at:
http://www.hawaiipublicschools.org/ParentsAndStudents/
EnrollingInSchool/Choosingaschool/Pages/
Homeschooling-FAQs.aspx
To find out more information about support groups and other
resources related to homeschooling in Hawaii, visit the
Hawaii Homeschool Association’s website at:
https://www.hawaiihomeschoolassociation.org/

HOMESCHOOL INFORMATION:
Hawaii is a homeschool-friendly state that many families have
found easy to work with. A new homeschooling family would
notify their local school and complete some state forms.
The Hawaii Department of Education has a legitimate interest
in and responsibility for the appropriate education of all
school age children in the State of Hawaii and recognizes
homeschooling as an alternative to compulsory school
attendance. Homeschooling is a parent-initiated educational
alternative.
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MILITARY-IMPACTED SCHOOLS

TRANSITION SUPPORT

The numbers of military families moving to new housing developments in
Central and Leeward Oahu, especially the Mililani and Kapolei communities,
have grown. Listed below are schools that have significant populations of
military dependent students.
CENTRAL DISTRICT

Is your child heading
to Kindergarten?
If so, this information
is for you!
• Kindergarten is a MANDATORY, full-day program.
• Children must be 5 years old on or before 31July 2018 to enroll.
• School Offices are open for registration.
Be sure to register as soon as possible.
REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS:
• Requirements are completed prior to enrollment:
• A physical examination
• Up-to-date immunizations
• A current TB Test/TB Screening
• Documents you will need:
• Child’s Birth Certificate
• Proof of current address
• Legal documents, as needed (power attorney,
custody papers, etc.)
• Military orders (including housing orders)

PARENT INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES:
• Participate in the Parent Teacher Organization (PTO)
• Join and attend School Community Council meetings
• Volunteer in your child’s classroom and chaperone
field trips
• Communicate with and assist the Parent Community
Networking Coordinator (PCNC)
• Attend your child’s Parent-Teacher Conferences
• Ensure your child is successful in school by making sure
that homework assignments are completed, he/she is
on-time and ready to learn
• Communicate regularly with your child’s teacher
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PREPARING FOR THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL:
• Set aside your child’s clothes and school bag the
night before
• Ensure he/she has a good rest for the two nights prior
to the first day of school
• Wake up early to avoid rushing
• Feed your child a nutritious breakfast
• Explain after school care and pick up meeting points
• Be positive and show enthusiasm
• Don’t forget your camera!
• Give your child a reassuring hug and kiss and keep
your good-bye short
• Enjoy this new chapter in your child’s life and good
luck in Kindergarten!

Aiea High
Aliamanu Elementary
Aliamanu Middle
Daniel K. Inouye Elementary
Helemano Elementary
Hickam Elementary
Kipapa Elementary
Leilehua High
Makalapa Elementary
Mililani High
Mililani Middle
Mililani Ike Elementary
Mililani Mauka Elementary
Mililani Uka Elementary
Mililani Waena Elementary
Moanalua Elementary

Moanalua Middle
Moanalua High
Mokulele Elementary
Nimitz Elementary
Pearl Harbor Elementary
Pearl Harbor Kai Elementary
Radford High
Red Hill Elementary
Scott Elementary
Shafter Elementary
Solomon Elementary
Wahiawa Elementary
Webling Elementary
Wheeler Elementary
Wheeler Middle

LEEWARD DISTRICT
Barbers Point Elementary
Campbell High
Ewa Elementary
Ewa Makai Middle
Highlands Intermediate
Holomua Elementary
Ilima Intermediate
Iroquois Point Elementary
Kaleiopuu Elementary
Kanoelani Elementary

Kapolei Elementary
Kapolei Middle
Kapolei High
Keoneula Elementary
Lehua Elementary
Mauka Lani Elementary
Pearl City Elementary
Pearl City High
Waikele Elementary
WINDWARD DISTRICT

Aikahi Elementary
Kailua Intermediate
Kainalu Elementary

Kalaheo High
Mokapu Elementary

TEMPORARY LODGING:
While staying in temporary housing, there are designated
schools for your child to attend until your family receives
permanent housing. Your child will be assigned to a school
based on the location of your temporary housing. If you
move to a permanent house that is located in a different
district than your temporary lodging, your child will be
assigned to a different school. The temporary schools do
not always have enough space to accommodate temporary
students all year long. Geographic Exceptions (G.Es) to
attend a different school are rarely granted.
For children staying at the Tripler Guest House:
Moanalua Elementary School
Moanalua Middle School
Moanalua High School
For children staying at the Best Western Plaza Hotel or the Airport
Honolulu Hotel (formerly Ohana-Airport Hotel):
Nimitz Elementary
Aliamanu Middle School
Radford High School

For children staying at the Hale Koa Hotel or other hotels in Waikiki:
Jefferson Elementary
Washington Middle School
Kaimuki High School
For children staying at the NGIS Royal Alakai
Hickam Elementary School
Aliamanu Middle School
Radford High School
For children staying at the Navy Lodge Pearl Harbor
Pearl Harbor Kai
Aliamanu Middle School
Radford High School
PERMANENT HOUSING:
ONCE YOU PERMANENTLY RESIDE IN ONE THE HOUSING AREAS BELOW, YOUR CHILD’S
DESIGNATED SCHOOL WILL BE:
Camp Stover: Wheeler Elementary School, Wheeler Middle School, Leilehua High School
Catlin Park: Nimitz Elementary School, Aliamanu Middle School, Radford High School
Doris Miller: Aliamanu Elementary School, Aliamanu Middle School, Radford High School
Ford Island: Pearl Harbor Kai Elementary School, Aliamanu Middle School,
Radford High School
Halawa: Aiea Elementary School, Aiea Middle School, Aiea High School
Hale Ali’i: Pearl Harbor Kai Elementary School, Aliamanu Middle School,
Radford High School
Hale Moku: Pearl Harbor Kai Elementary School, Aliamanu Middle School,
Radford High School
Halsey Terrace: Aliamanu Elementary School, Aliamanu Middle School,
Radford High School
Hokulani: Pearl Harbor Kai Elementary School, Aliamanu Middle School,
Radford High School
Hospital Point: Pearl Harbor Kai Elementary School, Aliamanu Middle School,
Radford High School
Makalapa: Makalapa Elementary School, Aliamanu Middle School, Radford High School
Maloelap: Aliamanu Elementary School, Aliamanu Middle School, Radford High School
Manana: Pearl City Elementary School, Highlands Middle School, Pearl City High School
Marine Barracks: Pearl Harbor Kai Elementary School, Aliamanu Middle School,
Radford High School
McGrew Point: Alvah Scott Elementary School, Aiea Middle School, Aiea High School
Moanalua Terrace: Asher, Cakon, Clarey, Flaherty, Moreell, Pharris, Scott, Taylor,
Thomas, Tomich, Warden: Aliamamu Elementary, Aliamanu Middle School,
Radford High School
Moanalua Terrace: Bennion, Fuqua, Jones, Kidd, McMorris, Reeves, Ross:
Pearl Harbor Elementary School, Aliamanu Middle School, Radford High School
NCTAMS: Helemano Elementary, Wahiawa Middle School, Leilehua High School
Pearl City Peninsula: Lehua Elementary School, Highlands Middle School,
Pearl City High School
Radford Terrace: Shafter Elementary School, Moanalua Middle School,
Moanalua High School
Red Hill: Red Hill Elementary School, Moanalua Middle School, Moanalua High School
*Note: Once you receive a rental agreement for your permanent housing, you can take
the agreement to the school and register your child in the school that is zoned for the
housing area in which you will live.
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MAKAI RECREATION CENTER

PARTNERSHIPS IN EDUCATION
JBPHH Hosts Radford High School Students
for the Annual Career Shadow Day
Joint Base Pearl Harbor Hickam hosted
28 students for a Career Shadow Day
on March 28, 2018 to introduce and
teach our youth about different career
paths. The outreach event was held in
support of the Joint Base’s partnership
with our military impacted schools and
was planned and organized by the
JBPHH School Liaison Office.

Juniors and seniors from Radford High
school were able to visit the base and
shadow several service members and
Department of Defense employees.
Students learned about day-to-day job

responsibilities and received hands-on
training in their chosen career fields.
Volunteers from the Child & Youth
Program, Law Enforcement, Engineering,
Public Affairs, Information, Tickets, and
Travel (ITT), and Medical all offered to
host our Radford High School Students.

Service members and civilian employees
were excited to spend time with the
students and encouraged them to
pursue their interests in their chosen
career paths. Events, such as these,
allow the military community to
become more involved and strengthen

relationships with the local community.
A special thanks to Pier Side Child
Development Center, 15th Medical
Group, MWR Information Tours & Travel
(ITT), Engineer, Public Affairs, Public
Affairs, and Law Enforcement. We look
forward to planning next year’s event!

Martial Arts

Dance/Music

This class focuses on a combination of
combat techniques, self-defense, exercises
and philosophy. Adults may join if they are
accompanying a youth.
• Ages 5-9 years old: 4:30 - 5:30 p.m.
• Ages 10 and older: 6 - 7 p.m.
• Tuesdays and Thursdays
• $45 per month

Choose from a variety of classes: Ballet,
Tap, Acro-Jazz & Lyrical and Mommy &
Me (ages 2 – 3 ½). Private classes are also
available. For details, contact Ms. Di via
by email at dirodin@hawaii.rr.com or by
phone at 808-479-3273.
• Ages 3 ½ and older

Taekwondo

Okinawan Kempo Karate

This class focuses on student development
and self-discipline. Adults may join if they are
accompanying a youth.
• Ages 5 and older
• Mondays and Wednesdays, 5 -6 p.m.
• $45 per month
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Dance Movement
Academy (DMA)

Erin Smith Music

is now offering lessons to children of eligible
patrons ages 5-18. Lessons in Piano, Voice
and various musical instruments will be
offered from 0900-1900, Monday-Friday by
appointment only. For more information,
please call Erin Smith at (808)250-1683.
• $152 for four 30-min Lessons per month

S.T.A.R.S. – Singers,
Thespians and Rising Stars!

Youth benefit form these classes in theatre
production, stage presence and set building.
Each session ends with a showcase, which
incorporates new skills and talent.
For more information on the upcoming
sessions, visit the teacher’s website at
www.STARS-info.com.

Please inquire about current class schedules.
All information subject to change.
Visit www.greatlifehawaii.com for more info.
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PMRF

What’s happening at PMRF?
Child Development Center (CDC)
The Child Development Center (CDC) represents a command commitment to fill a major
need of the base work-force. The CDC is open Monday through Friday all year, excluding
holidays. Eligible PMRF personnel can enroll their six-week to five-year-olds on a full-time or
part-time basis (subject to availability of space). It is very important to contact the PMRF
CDC as soon as you get your orders. It is a small facility and they need advance notice to
prepare for families when they arrive.
Youth Center
Youth are actively and appropriately engaged in before/after school, sports, and recreational
activities that focus on building self-esteem, developing appropriate relationships, facilitating
academic success, and making health choices. CYP offers various programs for children.
Schools
There are eight public elementary and three public secondary schools in the Kauai District.
Classes vary according to special programs, but in general the average is 25 students in
the primary grades and 30 students in the upper elementary and secondary areas. There
is a Catholic parochial school very close to the base, teaching grades K-8. Several boarding
schools are available in Honolulu and on some neighbor islands.

MOST OF THE SCHOOLS ARE LOCATED ON THE WEST SIDE OF THE ISLAND.

PUBLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
• Kekaha Elementary
• Eleele School
• Kalaheo School
• Kapaa Elementary
• Koloa Elementary
• Wilcox Elementary

PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS
• Waimea High School
• Kapaa High School
• Kauai High School

PUBLIC MIDDLE SCHOOLS
• Waimea Canyon
Middle School
• Chiefess Kamakahele
• Kapaa Middle School

For more information, please
contact the School Liaison Office
at 808-471-3662/3673.

PRIVATE SCHOOLS
• St. Theresa’s PK-8

MILITARY PERSONNEL CAN BE
CONFIDENT ABOUT QUALITY
OF HAWAII’S PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Education remains a quality-of-life
issue for military families.
Military children typically attend six to nine different schools
from kindergarten to grade 12, move at least twice during
high school, and often change schools in the middle of the
school year.
What a surreal experience it has been to return to Hawaii 15
years almost to the day, replace the same officer I replaced
18 years earlier, increase the Santa Ana brood to eight kids,
and find a Hawaii public education system that met our
expectations and eased our transition.
It’s no secret that a number of military families being
reassigned to Hawaii arrive with negative perceptions of
Hawaii’s public schools.
For me, colleagues told me the similar bad Hawaii schools
stories and wondered how I’ll pay to put my six school-aged
kids in private school.
Monica and I are firm believers in public school, and this
assignment would be no different than the previous six in
regards to school enrollment.
Despite the negative stories, we researched and planned to
enroll the kids in the Hawaii public school system.
Hickam Elementary, Moanalua Middle and Radford High
Schools were very accommodating, understanding and
attentive to our relocation needs as a military family.

PMRF Youth Center is planning to have the following activities summer 2018:
• Anti-bulling Campaign: a series of lesson plans on how to fight bullying among peers.
• Flag Football Clinic (June 11-15)
• Field Trips:
• Na Aina Kai Sculpture Gardens (June 7)
• Kilohana Plantation Train Ride and Lydgate Park (June 14)
• Koke‘e (June 21)
• Steelgrass Cacao Farm (July 5)
• Anaina Hou Mini Golf and Botanical Garden (July 12)
• Missoula Children’s Theatre Camp (July 29-August 3)
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Thanks to the superb support of these schools’ staff, our
kids started school on the first day, though it began a month
earlier from their previous school calendar, and transitioned
seamlessly with minimal chaos.
I have also witnessed first-hand the great work of the Radford
Transition Center (RTC) student facilitators who help all new
students quickly adjust and acclimate to their new school.
Recently, I attended two separate events where RTC student
facilitators briefed Mrs. Ellyn Dunford, wife of Gen. Joseph
Dunford, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; and U.S. Sen.
Mazie Hirono. The dedication, poise and professionalism of

these facilitators were impressive, and the beneficiaries are
the Radford students.
Education is also a readiness issue for the military, as
service members can better focus on achieving their
respective mission objectives when their school-age children
enroll in quality education.
For our highly mobile military families, it is reassuring to
know that Hawaii has the same educational standards as 41
other states, the District of Columbia, four territories, and the
Department of Defense Educational Activity.
Additionally, Hawaii uses the same assessment test as 14
other states (e.g., California and Washington), and we
now know that a student who does well in Hawaii’s public
schools will also do well in these other states using the same
standards and/or the same assessment test.
So how do these standards and assessment tests translate
to student performance? Radford High School has almost
65 percent military students, and their student successes are
impressive. One military family had two daughters graduate
as valedictorians in 2013 and 2015, respectively, with the
older one currently attending Yale University on an Air Force
ROTC Scholarship.
Another military daughter arrived in Hawaii for her senior
year, graduated as a valedictorian in 2015, and was accepted
into the Doctor of Medicine Early Acceptance Program at the
University of Hawaii John A. Burns School of Medicine.
A local (non-military) graduate is finishing this school year at
New Mexico Military Institute and has been accepted to the
United States Naval Academy.
These are just a few of the many student success stories in
Hawaii’s public schools.
Col. Peter P. Santa Ana is military liaison to Hawaii’s Board of
Education and director of manpower and personnel at U.S. Pacific
Command headquarters.
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JBPHH

Summer Reading Program

June 2 - July 21, 2018
For Military families of all ages (babies and toddlers too)! Read 20 minutes per day to qualify for wonderful prizes, awarded every two
weeks! After June 16, wear your summer reading T-Shirt to the library and win a mystery prize! Families can self-register at https://
pearlharborhickam.beanstack.org, beginning on Saturday, June 2. Call 449-8299 for additional information

KICKOFF: Saturday, June 2, 10 AM - 12 PM

Pick up Registration packets, enjoy refreshments and the Magic of Glen Bailey. We will also be doing RANDOM prize drawings.
WEEK 1: Fantasy Week
June 5: Harry Potter Trivia and Craft
June 7, 6:30 PM: Evening Story Time and take-home craft for all ages

WEEK 4: What Creeps in the Night
June 26, 6:30 PM: Monster Mystery (8 Yrs+)
June 27, 9-10 AM: Storytime - Bugs

WEEK 2: History and Culture
June 13, 9 AM: Storytime - Boats
June 14, 3 - 4 PM: Uncle Wayne and the Howling Dog Band
June 16, 10 AM -12 PM: Jeff Gere Shadow Puppet Stories

WEEK 5: Outer Space
July 3, 2-4 PM: Make Some Cosmic Goop!

WEEK 3: World Travel
June 19, 2-4 PM: Oceanographer Presentation and Fish Printing (Gyotaku)
June 21: Travel Journals or Memory Jars
June 22, 1 PM: PAC FLEET BAND and Soup Making Demo

WEEK 6: Animal Week
July 10, 2 & 4 PM: Zoo Outreach - Animal Adaptations
July 12, 5-6:30 PM: Animal Origami
WEEK 7: Dinosaurs
July 17, 6:30 PM: Evening Storytime (all ages)
Rock Painting all week: Sponsored by the Hickam Library Friends.
Paint a rock to hide and another for the library’s rock garden!

July 21, 10 AM - 12 PM:

Final Party! Enjoy Silent Disco, Refreshments and RANDOM drawings.
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FIND US

www.greatlifehawaii.com/family-support/school-liaison-office
KIM MUÑOZ
Regional School Liaison Officer
Military Family Support Center
4827 Bougainville Dr.
Honolulu, HI 96818
808-471-3673 (office)
808-306-9247 (cell)
kim.munoz@navy.mil

MARIANNE RICE
JBPHH School Liaison Officer
Military Family Support Center
4827 Bougainville Dr.
Honolulu, HI 96818
808-471-3662 (office)
808-306-8321 (cell)
Marianne.rice@navy.mil

THE ROLE OF THE SCHOOL LIAISON OFFICER
The School Liaison Officer (SLO)
serves as the primary liaison between
Hawaii’s community schools, commanders,
and military parents pertaining to K-12
education. The SLO also implements
the K-12 education aspect of the
Commander Navy Region Hawaii
Strategic Engagement Plan.

The School Liaison Officer provides
information to families, organizations,
and commands regarding youth
educational and transitional issues.
Most military children move up to nine
times in their PreK-12th grade years.
Retention of educational goals is a
major focus for families when planning

to PCS. The School Liaison Officers can
offer information on area schools and
help facilitate communication between
the military family on matters relating
to public and private schools as well as
home schooling.

The JBPHH School Liaison Officer provides SEVEN CORE SERVICES to assist families:
SCHOOL TRANSITION SERVICES (PCS CYCLE): School Liaison Officers assist families with school transfers and help “level the playing
field” for military children and youth.

1. Deployment Support: School Liaison Officers connect educators with the deployment support system to inform them about
the cycles of deployment and the tools available to assist educators in working with Navy & Air Force children.

2. Command, School, Community Communications: School Liaison Officers serve as subject-matter experts for installation
commanders on K-12 issues, helping to connect command, school and community resources.

3. Home School Linkage and Support: School Liaison Officers assist Navy & Air Force families by gathering and sharing

information on home schooling issues, policies and legislation from local school districts, and help leverage Navy
Child and Youth Programs resources to support these families.

4. Partnerships in Education (PIE): PIE creates a volunteer network of resources to support installation and community members
who have a vested interest in the success of all youth.

5. Post-Secondary Preparations: School Liaison Officers leverage installation and school resources to provide graduating
military students with access to post-secondary information and opportunities.

6. Special Needs System Navigation: School Liaison Officers provide information about installation and community programs
and services, make referrals to the Exceptional Family Member Program, and offer assistance in navigating the
administrative systems within local education agencies.

WHY SCHOOL LIAISON OFFICERS?
• Families move an average of every 2.9 years
• Children attend up to 9 different schools by graduation
• Families experience increased stress related to
deployment during wartime
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