Beaufort Academy Upper School Course Descriptions
The Mission of Beaufort Academy
Beaufort Academy is an independent coeducational college preparatory school serving age 2 through
12th grade. The goal is to instill in students the intellectual curiosity and strength of character for
success in all aspects of their lives. The school is committed to developing the whole person within
the framework of its rigorous academic environment, core values and the Judeo-Christian tradition.
Beaufort Academy seeks to inspire in each student a sense of responsibility to one’s self, the
community, and the environment, so that our students are positive contributors and leaders in the
future.
Core Values of Beaufort Academy
At Beaufort Academy, students will find themselves immersed in a professional learning environment
grounded in the foundations of the Judeo‐Christian traditions where faculty, parents, and students
strive toward the embodiment of the core values of intellect, respect, integrity, leadership, and pride.
● Intellect – Intellectual curiosity is the centerpiece of the capacity to gain knowledge. Students
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●

are exposed to multiple learning styles and gain the confidence to succeed wherever they go
in the future.
Respect – An environment for success should be characterized by respect for one’s self and
others. The faculty and staff reinforce and model the positive impact of being respectful to
others in the classroom and in extracurricular activities.
Integrity – Integrity is synonymous with honesty and fairness. The staff, faculty, and student
body work as a team to help students understand that personal integrity goes to the core of
who they are and what they do. Students through observation and practice understand that
integrity counts in all matters, big and small.
Leadership – Students learn the importance of leadership in classrooms and on fields, courts,
and stages. The curriculum is designed to offer students the opportunities and tools to
identify and develop their unique talents and abilities.
Pride – The school promotes a sense of pride through celebration of personal and team
accomplishments, intellectual achievement, and leadership with a deep appreciation for the
unique teaching and learning potential in all of us.

Upper School Graduation Requirements and Class Placement
As a college preparatory school, it is the school’s responsibility to prepare students in terms of study
habits and critical thinking skills as well as fundamentals of core academic subject areas which will be
of use in college and beyond. Each student will be required to complete a distribution of core courses
while enrolled in the Upper School. In addition, a year of art electives and a year of Physical Education
are recommended for graduation.

Core courses should consist of:
● English—four credits
● Math—four credits, including Algebra I, Algebra II, and Geometry
● History— a minimum of three credits, including U.S. History and Government & Economics
● Science—a minimum of three credits, including Biology, Chemistry, and a third lab class
● Foreign language—a minimum of three credits
● Fine Arts - a minimum of 1 credit recommended
● Physical Education- a minimum of 1 credit recommended
● Electives such as Leadership, Drama, Creative Writing
● Additional credits from either any of the core subject areas or any AP course (e.g. AP
Psychology or AP European History)
Normally each student will be expected to take seven classes each year.
To enable transfer students to meet typical graduation requirements, schedules will be created on a
case-by-case basis, determined by previous courses taken and any relevant placement tests.
However, due to the differences in quality of instruction, curriculum, and course weighting that exist
from school to school, Beaufort Academy does not include any course taken at other institutions on
the official transcript, nor will these courses count in the computation of the student’s GPA. In
addition, no course taken in the Middle School at Beaufort Academy or elsewhere will appear on the
student’s Upper School transcript, be counted toward Upper School graduation requirements, nor
computed in the Upper School student’s GPA. Certain courses taken in Middle School, in conjunction
with grades received and assessment testing, can be used in determining Upper School placement
levels.

Leadership Program
Introduction: As paradigms evolve into paradoxes in regards to local and world affairs, it has become
increasingly evident that the role of leader must also evolve. Be it technological, sociological,
economic or political change, leaders of the future will not simply be defined by their charisma or
passion or planning skills. Leadership success into the future will also be defined by the ability to

rapidly adapt and change in an ever-changing world. Given this new reality, it is appropriate to ask,
“How will the leaders of tomorrow be prepared to navigate the complexities of our changing world?”
Leadership Development Program: John Quincy Adams is credited with saying, If your actions inspire
others to dream more, learn more, do more and become more, you are a leader.” This quote
embodies the mission of the Leadership Development Program. The program is committed to
developing well-rounded, open-minded critical thinkers that are prepared to be the problem-solvers
and leaders of the future. To that end, the curriculum and programming have been designed to guide
students through both a conceptual and practical application of leadership skills.
Data firmly supports one of the program’s guiding principles: Preparing future leaders requires an
atmosphere of inclusion and collaboration. The program is committed to developing generations of
leaders committed to collaborative problem-solving. Curriculum is designed to help students
understand and apply the importance of diversity, relationship building, conflict resolution and
sharing control of visioning.
Curriculum Summary: The Leadership curriculum is interwoven with concepts such as SelfAwareness, Critical Thinking, Collaboration and Visioning. Along with other self-management
concepts, these principles are integrated into the curriculum of core classes –starting in kindergarten
and progressing through 12th grade. Combined with an exploration of human development,
information processing and collaborative functioning, the goal is to help students develop both an
understanding and working knowledge of human interaction.
Beginning in the 8th grade, students are required to take credit bearing courses through 12th grade.
These courses are designed to provide a foundation for understanding and implementing leadership
skills and models. The following is a summary of the core curriculum.
International Studies and Leadership (8th Grade): This course provides students with a base
knowledge of the cultural and communicative aspects of globalization and the world system.
Emphasis is placed on the study of the major political, economic, social and cultural issues that
dominate the International agenda. Students in this course travel to Washington, D.C. to examine
the interworking of the federal government and the democratic processes.
Fundamentals of Communication and Leadership (9th Grade): This course guides students through
concepts such as Perspective, Abstract vs. Concrete, Fact vs. Opinion, Objective vs. Subjective,
Confirmation Bias, Social Reality, Deductive vs. Inductive, Inferences and Arguments, Validity and
Invalidity, Principles of Truth, Ethos, Pathos and Logos. Students learn and practice research skills,
extemporaneous speaking, group dynamics, group discussion, and persuasion. The capstone project
for this course is a group survival trip designed to practice the skills learned in the class.
Leadership through the Study of Leaders (10th Grade): This course studies present and historical
leaders, their methods of operation, and their effects/affects on the development of cultures and
society. Students examine the principles and types of leadership styles, human nature and response
to leadership, transactional and transformational theories of leadership and situational and
contingency theories of leadership.

The capstone project starts with a trip to the Citadel to examine its leadership program. The
experience continues at the State Capital to observe local and state government. It ends with a trip
to the state museum to explore the state’s history, examine present conditions and consider possible
solutions to state-wide issues.
Organizational and Community Leadership Models (11th Grade): This course provides students the
opportunity to gain substantive introduction into the application of leadership in designing, managing
and evaluating change in public, private and nonprofit organizations. Students focus on how vision,
integrity, change, communication, decision-making and evaluation influence leadership and shape
change in organizations and in the community.
The capstone project is accomplished within the community. Students participate as a unit on a
project that benefits a nonprofit organization. They must work together to plan, execute, and
evaluate the project.
Senior Internship/Project (12th Grade): Seniors are placed in a school-year internship with a trained
mentor from the organization. The student is led through the selection and implementation of a
project designed to benefit the organization. The intern researches and presents a white paper,
develops a plan for implementation, and seeks approval from the organization. At the end of the
internship, the student presents his/her findings to a panel consisting of local business and/or
professional and/or government leaders. Assisting with the presentation is the intern’s mentor. The
presentation is delivered in an open form and must be attended by Leadership Development Project
juniors preparing to fulfill their internship requirements.
Conclusion: It is clear that there is a substantial “leadership gap” as it pertains to being a leader in an
ever-changing, fast-paced world. The principles of leadership extend well beyond simply managing
people and/or things. It requires an understanding of self, community and the world. The question
on leadership development is not “Do we need it?” The question is “Where do we start?”

English
Beaufort Academy requires students to participate successfully in four consecutive years of English
coursework. With guidance and instruction from faculty, students are offered gain confidence in their
role as a writer and take responsibility for the quality of their compositions.
The four year sequence prepares students for college level course work while also preparing them for
college entrance exams. Students demonstrating high intellect, excellent work habits, and high grades
will be encouraged to enroll in honors level and Advanced Placement coursework.
Beaufort Academy implements the Six Traits of Effective Writing. The Six Traits are used school wide
and students learn to focus on one trait at a time. This systematic approach gives teachers and
students a common vocabulary for talking and thinking about writing. This framework also allows
writers to be more critical of their own work and make improvements in the quality of their writing.

The Six Traits approach is outlined at the end of this document.

English I, Genre Studies (H or CP)
English I students will delve deeper into a variety of literary styles, authors, and genres. Students will
gain confidence in themselves as readers, writers, and creative thinkers . The focus of this course is
two-fold: gain a more advanced understanding of the various forms and components of literature and
write toward a higher level of academic writing. Students will read and analyze short stories, novellas,
novels, drama, poetry, and nonfiction. Students will write in a number of analytical writing formats;
such as, expository, persuasive, narrative and thesis driven composition.
Full year course; typically during the 9th grade year
English II, British Literature (H or CP)
English II students will read and gain insight into the key texts within British Literature as well as
establish an understanding of the key historical events which led to and shaped some of the great
literature that emerged from the Island Nation. Students will read and analyze Shakespeare, Chaucer,
and many other classic texts while also looking at more modern poems and stories. Students will
write in a number of analytical and creative writing formats. In addition, critical reading activities and
vocabulary exercises will provide opportunities for students to strengthen skills and act as SAT
preparation.
Full year course; typically during the 10th grade year
English III- American Literature (CP)
English III students work to discover how writers have portrayed the American Experience through an
extensive examination of classic and modern American literature. Students will explore a variety of
literary styles, authors, and genres to gain greater confidence as critical readers and analytical
thinkers. In addition, students will utilize the 6 Traits of Writing as an assessment tool to reflect on
their own writing and others as well as strengthen reading and vocabulary skills for SAT preparation.
Full year course; typically during the 11th grade year
English III (H), Honors American Literature
English 11 honors students will pursue an interdisciplinary survey of American literature with a
special emphasis on the symbiotic relationship between American literature and American history.

The survey begins with works written as early as the 17th c. and travels all the way to the twentieth
century. The course also prepares students to take the AP English Language and Composition test in
May. Thus, mastering the craft and rapid execution of analytical reading and essay writing are
primary learning objectives. The pace of honors course work is accelerated, and students are
expected to independently seek and apply feedback throughout the writing process. In addition,
there are tests as well as weekly vocabulary exercises, quizzes, and SAT preparation.
Full year course; Spring AP Exam; typically during the 11th grade year
English IV, World Literature (CP)
English IV students will delve into a broad spectrum of literature from across the globe. Students will
explore different cultures through literature and examine how each country’s unique ideas about
culture are represented in literature. Students will read and analyze a significant selection of poetry,
short stories, plays, and novels. Students will write in a number of analytical and creative writing
formats. In addition, critical reading and writing activities and vocabulary exercises will provide
opportunities for students to strengthen skills as well as SAT preparation.
Full year course; typically during the 12th grade year
Advanced Placement English IV (AP)
English IV AP students will be challenged by a college-level course with an emphasis on analysis and
preparation for the AP exam. The study is both chronological and thematic, beginning with the
earliest writings and progressing to modern world literature. The pace of AP course work is
accelerated, and students are expected to independently seek and apply feedback throughout the
writing process. In addition, students complete a vocabulary review in conjunction with SAT
preparation. Entering students must have a college level command of analysis and composition skills.
Full year course AP course; Spring Exam; typically during the 12th grade year
Communications
The Communications course provides a pathway to building awareness of effective leadership both in
the school, the community, and the world. Students must assess their own abilities and analyze their
strengths and weaknesses, focusing on what personal characteristics they want to cultivate and
develop. The program will build upon strengthening intrapersonal relationships and appreciation of
what traits determine a successful leader. It provides a foundation for critical life skills and assists the
student to develop oral communication skills through persuasive, informative, and extemporaneous
structures. Students will leave the course with the tools needed to become a productive leader.
Full year course, typically during the 9th grade year

History
Beaufort Academy requires students to successfully pursue three credits of history coursew ork
including United States history and United States Government and Economics. With guidance and
instruction from faculty, students gain confidence in their role as critical reader and writers which

may also assist with SAT preparation.
Modern World History
The study of world history continues with a survey treating the period from the Enlightenment to the
present day. Major themes of the course are revolutions in science, technology, politics and
economics as well as the ideas and ideologies that shaped their era and continue to influence us to
this day. During the second half of the year, students will research and develop a significant topic
related to a clearly defined aspect of modern history. Instruction in research and writing will be
provided. Also, students will develop critical reading, thinking, and writing skills in alignment with SAT
preparation.
Full year course; typically during the 9th grade year
United States Government and Economics (H or CP)
This course provides students with an overview of major topics related to the study of Government.
Students will explore the organization, workings and theory behind competing forms of government
with an emphasis on democracy. The class will also engage in debates over current and relevant
issues at the local, state, national, and international levels. It is the expectation that students who
complete this course will understand the importance of being informed and will become active
participants in all levels and aspects of our political system. In addition, students will study micro and
macro economics, as well as the history and evolution of economic thought. Attention will also be
given to personal finance and investing in order to prepare students to make sound economic
decisions.
Full year course; typically during the 10th grade year

United States History
United States History is a college preparation course that covers roughly 500 years of history from the
earliest natives through the modern United States. Students will study the major social, political,
diplomatic, economic, and intellectual movements that shaped our country and its citizens today.
Students will practice critical thinking skills and convey knowledge through projects, presentations,
class discussions and within analytical and expository writing.
Full year course; typically during the 11th grade year

Advanced Placement United States History (AP)
The goal of this course is to prepare the student to pass the AP exam with a score of 3 or higher. In
order to accomplish this goal, the successful student will need to have both a command of the facts
of United States history, and the ability to interpret the evidence of history and communicate their
ideas in concise and coherent essays. The time frame of this course is from discovery to the present.
Emphasis will be placed on major events of U.S. History with special focus on public policy, political
history, intellectual history, foreign affairs, and economic and social development.
Full year course AP course; Spring AP Exam; typically during the 11th grade year
Advanced Placement European History (AP)
The study of European history since 1450 introduces students to cultural, economic, political, and
social developments that played a fundamental role in shaping the world in which they live. Without
this knowledge, they would lack the context for understanding the development of contemporary
institutions, the role of continuity and change in present-day society and politics, and the evolution of
current forms of artistic expression and intellectual discourse. In addition to providing a basic
narrative of events and movements, the goals of the AP program in European History are to develop
(a) an understanding of some of the principal themes in modern European History, (b) an ability to
analyze historical evidence and historical interpretation, and (c) an ability to express historical
understanding in writing.
Full year course AP course; Spring AP Exam; typically during the 12th grade year
Advanced Placement Psychology (AP)
This course is a college level course employing a college-level text and is taught in conformity with
the College Board topics for the Advanced Placement Introductory Psychology Examination. It is
designed to introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of the behavior and mental
process of human beings and other animals. Students are exposed to the psychological facts,
principles, and phenomena associated with psychology. They also learn about the ethics attendant to
psychological practice. The course covers the following topics: methods, approaches and history of
psychology as a science, biological bases of behavior, sensation and perception, states of
consciousness, learning, cognition, motivation and emotion, development psychology, personality,
testing and individual differences, abnormal psychology, treatment of psychology disorder and social
psychology. Course Objectives: 1. Students will prepare to do acceptable work on AP Psychology
examination. 2. Students will study the major core concepts and theories of psychology. They will be
able to define key terms and use them in their everyday vocabulary. 3. Students will lea rn the basic
skills of psychological research and be able to apply psychological concepts to their own lives. 4.
Students will develop critical thinking skills.
Full year course AP course; Spring AP Exam; typically during the 10th or 12th grade year

Civil Air Patrol Cadet Program (CAP)
The Civil Air Patrol Cadet Program is affiliated with the United States Air Force and mirrors the
AFJROTC. Cadets can participate in the program for four-years. The curriculum is designed to
promote leadership, character, aerospace, and fitness. Cadets also study and participate in military
customs and courtesies, drill and ceremonies, and teambuilding. In addition, cadets earn promotions,
acquire new leadership responsibilities, collect awards, and qualify for scholarships. Although the
program is not designed to recruit students into the military, it should be noted that 10% of Air Force
Academy cadets got their start in the Civil Air Patrol Cadet Program.
Full year course; open to 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th grade years
International Studies
Through the study of international cultures, the course will provide opportunities for students to
acquire a better understanding of the forces and events that shape the world we live in. The students
will recognize issues, trends and forces that affect relationships between the different nations,
organizations, and cultures in the world. They will acquire the knowledge of fundamental concepts
relevant to the study of international phenomena and learn to apply it to global issues and current
affairs.
Full year course; open to 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th grade years

Mathematics
Beaufort Academy requires students to successfully participate in four consecutive years of math
coursework. The principal sequence will prepare students for the PSAT, SAT and ACT. Students
demonstrating high intellect, excellent work habits, and high grades will be encouraged to enroll in
Advanced Placement coursework. The focus of each course is not memorization, but to develop a
lasting and comprehensive understanding of mathematical concepts. While manipulation and
computational skills are important outcomes, a wide array of mathematical topics allows students to
more fully investigate and connect mathematical ideas as he/she encounters progressively
complicated topics.

Algebra I
Algebra I builds upon pre-algebraic concepts and provides the
foundation for higher level mathematics through the emphasis on
properties, operations, and solving equations with real numbers
necessary to master concepts of inequalities, systems of equations,
exponential equations, polynomials, radical and rational equations.
It also introduces relations, graphing and probability. In addition,
students will engage with SAT practice questions and gain strategy
tips for SAT preparation.
Full year course; typically during the 8th or 9th grade year
Geometry
Geometry is a yearlong course emphasizing both plane and solid geometric approaches.
Emphasis is also placed on deductive and inductive reasoning as well as logic. Included in this course
is an introduction to right triangle trigonometric concepts. In addition, students will engage with SAT
practice questions and gain strategy tips for SAT preparation.
Full year course; typically during the 9th or 10th grade year
Algebra II (H or CP)
Algebra II contains an in-depth study of functions, patterns, relations, and concepts of number
systems. This includes linear, quadratic, exponential, absolute value, radical, and rational functions.
Conic sections are also addressed. A handheld graphing calculator is required as part of instruction
and assessment. The TI NSpire CAS is strongly recommended. In addition, students will engage in
practice questions and gain strategy tips for SAT preparation.
Full year course; typically during the 10th or 11th grade year
Pre-Calculus (H)
An emphasis on polynomial and rational functions complemented with the theory and concept
building strategies necessary for understanding the exponential and logarithmic, circular, and
trigonometric functions. Verbal, analytical, numerical, and graphical (assisted with graphing
technology) approaches to problem solving are consistently utilized to enhance student
understanding of pre-calculus concepts.
Full year course; typically during the 10th or 11th grade year
Calculus
The student’s learning opportunities will enforce concepts taught in previous mathematics classes.
Students will also develop an understanding of the basic concepts of introductory calculus, such as
limits, continuity, derivatives and their applications, and integrals. Students in this class will not be
expected to take the AP calculus test as the expectations of the class are not at the AP level of
understanding.
Full year course; typically during the 11th or 12th grade year

Advanced Placement Calculus AB (AP)
The main focus of this class is to prepare students to perform well on the advanced placement
calculus exam. In doing so, the student’s learning opportunities will enforce concepts taught in
previous mathematics classes as well as develop an understanding of the basic concepts of
introductory calculus, such as limits, continuity, derivatives and their applications, and integrals. Full
year course AP course; Spring Exam; typically during the 11th or 12th grade year

Statistics (AP or CP)
This course provides an elementary introduction to probability and statistics with applications. Topics
include: basic probability models; combinatorics; random variables; discrete and continuous
probability distributions; statistical estimation and testing; confidence intervals; and an introduction
to linear regression.
Full year course; typically during the 11th or 12th grade year
Math Analysis (H)
This course digs deeper into mathematical topics students need to study to be best prepared for
college. Students will study more advanced trigonometry topics, sequences and series, graph
analysis, conics, introduction to statistics and an introduction to limits.
Full year course; typically during the 11th or 12th grade year

Science
Beaufort Academy requires students to successfully pursue a minimum of three credits of science
coursework including Biology, Chemistry, and a third lab class. Additional science course work is
highly recommended as well as preferred by many colleges. With guidance and instruction from
faculty, students are offered the opportunity to explore complex concepts, investigate abstract ideas,
gain confidence in the process of scientific inquiry, and develop enthusiasm for science innovation.
Biology I
Biology I is an introductory instructional program designed for biology students at all ability levels.
The text, supporting materials, and lab work provide the flexibility to motivate students to inquire

about the natural world, look at nature carefully, and build proficiency in criti cal thinking, creative
thinking, and problem solving.
Full year course; typically during the 9th grade year
Honors Biology
This is an introductory instructional program tailored specifically for biology students who have
maintained a 90 or above average in their 8th grade science course. The pace is accelerated and
assessments are designed for the advanced learner. The text, its supporting materials, and significant
lab work will introduce students to the nature of science. Students will learn to use the intellectual
tools of inquiry for asking questions about the natural world.
Full year course; typically during the 9th grade year
Chemistry
The purpose of this course is to introduce and survey general chemistry concepts within a content of
problem solving, laboratory work, and description. The central theme is that the properties of matter
are a consequence of its structure. Principles of structure, matter-energy relationships, the mole
concept, thermodynamics, and chemical equilibrium are presented from the familiar to the more
complex.
Full year course; typically during the 10th grade year

Honors Chemistry
The purpose of this course is to introduce and survey general chemistry concepts within a content of
problem solving, laboratory work, and description. Properties of matter and the consequence of its
structure are the central themes. Principles of structure, matter-energy relationships, the mole
concept, thermodynamics, and chemical equilibrium are presented from the familiar to the more
complex. In the honors level course the material is taught at an accelerated pace with additional
higher-order problem solving skills infused into the curriculum. Students in this course are expected
to have strong mathematical problem solving skills.
Full year course; typically during the 10th grade year
Environmental Science
Marine Science is an introductory level course in marine and environmental biology. It familiarizes

students not only with the basic principles of biology, but with the physical sciences and the methods
and assumptions of modern science as well. Lab work explores and reinforces the biological principles
and ecological implications. The course adopts a global view of the world ocean with an emphasis on
our local environment. This global and local view forces us to consider not just the organisms living
closest to our own shore, but all of those inhabiting the one ocean that so much influences our lives.
Basic ecological principles that govern the marine environment are explored as well as the effects of
human activities on the marine environment. Emphasis is placed on students assessing their place
within this system and considering ways to reduce their impact on the marine environment.
Full year course; typically during the 11th or 12th grade year
Anatomy & Physiology
Anatomy and Physiology is an introductory course designed for students learning about hu man
structure and function for the first time. The textbook, supporting materials and lab work are used to
introduce and clarify key concepts. Emphasis is on material required for entry into more advanced
courses.
Full year course; typically during the 11th or 12th grade year
Advanced Placement Biology (AP)
The AP Biology course is designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory biology course
usually taken by biology majors during their first year. It correlates to those topics regularly covered
in a college biology course for biology majors. It differs significantly from the usual first high school
course in biology with respect to the kind of textbook, the range and depth of topics covered, the
kind of laboratory work, and the amount of time and effort required of students.
Full year course; typically during the 11th or 12th grade year
Honors Physics
Honors physics is designed to give the student a background in mechanics, heat, waves, light,
electricity, and magnetism to enable them to compete at a higher level in college. Lab work explores
and reinforces the principles of physical science and practical implications.
Physics is a math based science, and only those students willing and able to work at a challenging
level of math should enroll. Algebra is used to solve many physics problems, and all enrolled should
be familiar with basic trigonometry. Successful completion of Pre-calculus is highly recommended.
Full year course; typically during the 11th or 12th grade year
Robotics
Students take on the roles of mechanical engineers, computer scientists, and electrical engineers,
researching dynamics, kinematics and sensors. The program deals with the design, construction,
operation, and application of robots, as well as computer systems for their control, sensory feedback,
and information processing.

Foreign Language
Beaufort Academy requires the study of Spanish for three consecutive years. The three year
sequence of course work, with the option for additional honors level work, prepares students for
college level Spanish course work while also priming students for the language component of the
college admission process. In recent years, faculty increased the time spent on foundational skills
and places a stronger emphasis on communication including conversation and listening skills. While
students demonstrate exceptional fluency at the honors level, students may explore options to
pursue AP Exams in the spring.

Spanish I
This course introduces students to the basic skills of listening, reading, grammar, and writing in
Spanish. Students will be exposed to culture in the Spanish - speaking world through music,
geography, art and history. A strong emphasis is placed on developing conversation and listening
skills, and an interactive approach promotes more direct and daily use of the language skills.
Full year course; typically during the 9th grade year
Spanish II
This is the second course in the Spanish sequence. Successful completion of Spanish I is a

prerequisite. In this course, students will build on the basics learned in the previous year and develop
a more complex understanding of grammar structures. The course activities will require students to
incorporate writing in a more developed manner and expand their speaking skills through greater
participation in group and individual conversational forums. Exposure to cultural norms and traditions
in Spanish – speaking communities throughout the world will continue to be woven into reading and
writing lessons.
Full year course; typically during the 9th and 10th grade years
Spanish III (CP)
This college preparatory course builds on the foundations of vocabulary, conversation, and grammar
from Spanish I and II. Successful completion of Spanish II is a prerequisite. By the end of this course,
students will have been introduced to almost all verb tenses and major grammar points of the
language. One of the primary points of emphasis will be communication. Sentences generated by the
students will become more complex through utilization of a variety of tenses, subordinate clauses,
and more extensive vocabulary. The relationship of culture to the language is also studi ed.
Full year course; typically during the 10th or 11th grade year
Spanish III (H)
At the honors level, students should feel more confident in their ability to use Spanish beyond the
school premises. Final grades of “B” or better in levels I and II will be used as a guideline for
consideration of placement in this course. Spanish III H is a prerequisite for Spanish IV H. Students will
improve their ability to listen, read, write and speak Spanish. As with both preceding levels, the
primary emphasis will be upon communication. Students will utilize a variety of tenses and a wider
vocabulary when generating sentences and/or compositions.
Full year course; typically during the 10th or 11th grade year
Spanish IV (H)
The Spanish IV honors course is an elected year of language study after the required sequence
of Spanish I – III. Successful completion of those years is a prerequisite for this course. Students in this
course will have the opportunity to develop their Spanish language skills to a higher level of
competency that includes honing pronunciation, expanding writing skills and the study of Spanish
literature. Students should expect to converse daily in the target language and complete weekly
reading assignments outside of class. In addition, students will demonstrate language mastery
through teaching younger or less accomplished language learners.
Full year course; typically during the 12th grade year

Latin I Honors
The Latin course is an alternative to Spanish. The program provides a systematically paced
introduction to the Latin language, complemented by background information on ancient Roman
culture and civilization. The material progresses from simple stories developed especially for the
course, through adaptations of Roman authors to original texts. The texts are accompanied by

explanations of the key language points and are supported by grammar practice and consolidation
activities to provide the detailed knowledge needed to develop a full understanding and appreciation
for the Latin language and the culture which supported it. Focus is on development of a richer
understanding and appreciation for the English vocabulary and grammar.
Latin II Honors: Course continues Cambridge Latin program established in Latin I with studies of the
Roman occupation of Britannia and ancient Rome. The first semester uses a setting near the
Fishbourne Roman Palace under Agricola, a Roman general, who is attempting to implemen t
“Romanization.” Latin II reviews the grammar introduced earlier and introduces the genitive and
ablative cases, fourth and fifth noun declensions, the pluperfect tense, present participles
superlatives, and subordinate clauses. It continues with the int roduction of Latin derivatives formed
from each stage’s vocabulary words. Students will focus on the expansion and growth of Rome as it
becomes a world power. Besides vocabulary quizzes and stage tests, students will have projects such
as Latin commercials, Roman history, Roman culture studies, plays, puppet shows, and creation of
Roman games and puzzles. A heavy grammar component is an integral part of this course.
Latin III Honors: This unit is set in Rome, after Agricola has successfully conquered Scotland. Various
acquaintances of the emperor are introduced, as well as the emperor himself. Historical figures are
included in the challenging translations as the course relates the power of the dynamic Roman
Empire. In the remaining chapters, the writings of various poets and historical figures replace the
narrative (Pliny, Catullus, Phaedrus, Horace, Ovid, etc.) A complete overview of grammar terms is
presented, and students are encouraged to recognize the incredible heritage left by the Romans to
the world.
Latin IV Honors: In this AP or Honors Latin course, students will learn to prepare and translate the
required Latin readings with an accuracy that reflects precise understanding of Latin in all its details,
reading and comprehending unfamiliar passages st sight, learning language skills through various
activities, practicing literal translation of prepared poetry and prose, and developing written analyses
that demonstrate critical reading in clear and coherent arguments supported by textual exampl es.
They will also be able to relate those readings to the historical, political, and cultural contexts in
which they were created.

The Arts
Studio Art (AP or CP)
The Studio Art course provides an in-depth study and hands-on approach of various media,
techniques, and processes in the art class. The course offers two and three dimensional projects as
well as exploration and conceptual experiences in the Fine Arts. Historical relevance is included in the
course of study to reinforce art’s importance in the past and present.
Full year course

History of Art
This course introduces the student to the history of world art and architecture from the antiquity
through modern times. It includes the study of materials and production, as well as an
Introduction to the often specialized vocabulary related to ancient art. Students will learn to think
and speak critically about visual and textual materials from critical periods in history as well as about
the cultures that produced them.
Full year course
Yearbook
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the production of a school yearbook and school
publications. Students will work together to produce all aspects of the publications, including copy
and caption writing, photographic composition, layout design, peer editing, deadline preparation,
budgeting, marketing, and fundraising.
Full year course; open to 11thand 12th grade years

Computer Coding
The computer coding course is designed to give students an introduction to the understanding and
use of HTML, the language of the World Wide Web, as well as other web design scripts. Students will
create web pages that include images, links, forms, tables and other HTML elements. Students will
also learn how to control the appearance, or display properties, of web pages, using CSS scripts.
Semester course; typically during the 9th, 10th, 11th or 12th grade year
Chorus (Honors)
This course is designed for the performance of advanced musical selections utilizing the study of

music theory, music history, ear training solfege, and keyboard skills. Students experience a higher
level of training in breathing techniques, posture, diction, intonation, balance, overall musical aspects
of the voice, and performance. Students are expected to prepare for/perform in seasonal concerts,
choral festivals, school assemblies and other performances. After-school rehearsals may be required.
Full year course; open to 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th grade years

Creative Writing
This course is designed to give students experience writing in a variety of genres, thus learning to
assess their own personal form as well as that of published authors. Students will discuss and learn
the formal techniques of creative writing through analysis of poetry, essays, and short fiction.
Throughout the year, students will discuss the works of both published authors and the writings of
the class participants.
Full year course; typically during the 10th, 11th or 12th grade year
Dramatic Arts
This course will give students an introduction to the creative elements of theater through the
design of scenery, stage lighting and sound, and acting all while preparing and practicing for the
annual school play. Students in this class will have the opportunity to explore and analyze a variety of
productions while engaging in creative work throughout the semester. Students enrolled in this
course, who also participate as actors in the school play, are required to attend rehearsals outside of
this class time.
Semester course; typically during the 10th, 11th or 12th grade year
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