taking a spouse whose lineage is illustrious or, at least, impressive.
He was simply stating that curse and blessing do not unite; Cham
and Avraham do not constitute a shidduch).
Eliezer was much more than the manager of Avraham’s
household. He was Avraham’s talmid, student, who is
characterized in the Talmud (Yoma 28b) as a mirror image of
Avraham in his Torah learning and righteousness. He transmitted
Avraham’s Torah teachings to others. For sixty years he labored
as Avraham’s faithful servant. Thus, he felt that he was fit to be
Yitzchak’s father-in-law. Let us imagine what coursed through
his mind when Avraham told him that despite his extraordinary
service, virtue and erudition, he did not make the grade, because
he was an arur, descendant of a lineage that was accursed. Such
disappointment would have destroyed and probably turned off
most people.
Not Eliezer, explains Horav Avraham Pam, zl (quoted
by Rabbi Sholom Smith in Message from Rav Pam). Eliezer is the
classic example of a person faithfully performing his job with
devotion and commitment – despite the disappointment and
frequent heartache. Eliezer is teaching us a powerful lesson in
living life. Life does not always go as planned. How many have
received an exemplary and often very expensive education, only
to see a competitor (who probably cannot hold a candle to him)
receive the position, the raise, the desired class. This parsha is
about shidduchim, matrimonial matches. I am probably opening
up a can of worms by stating that this is one area in which
disappointment reigns, where what makes sense and what should
be – “does not” and “is not”. How often does the girl with
everything but… money, pedigree, etc. wait – and wait? Make no
mistake; she will marry her bashert, Heavenly-designated spouse,
and he will be outstanding, but the wait and the challenge to her
and her family’s emunah and bitachon, faith and trust, can, at
times, be overwhelming.
Eliezer, eved Avraham, teaches a lesson which applies
to us all: life is filled with disappointments. This is all part of
Hashem’s nisyanos, tests. We must rise to the occasion, withstand
the pressure, and roll with the punches. It is all part of
demonstrating our spiritual mettle, our emunah in Hashem. So, the
next time disappointment glares down at you, stare back, or ignore
it, and go about your endeavor as if nothing has happened. Eliezer
did that. This is what Hashem wants of us. It is all part of life.

Va’ani Tefillah

 – ועל זקני עמך בית ישראלV’al ziknei amcha Bais
Yisrael.
 – ועל פליטת סופריהםV’al pleitas sofreihem.
On the elders of your people, Bais Yisrael, and on
the remaining teachers (of Torah).
This tefillah, prayer, is for those whom we
acknowledge are the individuals of distinction without whom we
would cease to exist as Am Yisrael. Our “elders” are not
necessarily elders in age, but in wisdom, and the only wisdom of
value is Torah wisdom. We turn to these people for advice,
guidance and inspiration in accordance with Torah dictate and
perspective. Pleitas sofreihem, the “few remaining ones,” the
minority of Klal Yisrael, the select few who see teaching Torah as
a mission, who are willing to accept a vocation which for the most
part is not appreciated, is taken for granted, and for which one is
certainly not commensurately remunerated. Nonetheless, one
thing is for certain: without these unsung heroes, these “remaining
ones,” we would have no future as a Torah nation, because without
Torah erudition, commitment and observance, we are nothing.
Perhaps, this is why these traits are underappreciated. When one
cannot live without something, such as air and water, it becomes
a commodity that is inexpensive. Likewise, since we cannot exist
without Torah teachers, they become like air and water – under
acknowledged.
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Parashas Chayei Sarah

תשע"ט

תנו לי אחזת קבר עמכם ואקברה מתי מלפני
Grant me burial property with you, so that I may
bury my dead from before me. (23:4)
Achuzah (according to Horav S.R. Hirsch, zl) means
settlement, the act of becoming domiciled in a given place. When
Avraham asked permission to bury his wife, Sarah, he asked that
she be able to rest in a place that would be her permanent,
everlasting home. Avraham Avinu lived his entire life as a
wanderer, refusing to settle in any one place, because this would
contradict his mission in life: to reach out wherever possible to
touch the lives of many, wherever they may be. He was not going
to sit back and wait for people to come to him. He had a
responsibility. Now, however, the necessity to bury his wife
mandated him, for the first time, to purchase a piece of land. His
wife’s grave would be the first bond to tie him to the land, the
place that would draw him to it, and “hold him,” as in achaz, grasp,
hold.
It is ironic that the Patriarch, the father of our nation,
did not have an “outreach center,” a large domicile to serve as his
mainstay, his anchor to give him stability, the place which he
could call home, to which he would return each night. Avraham
owned nothing – because he needed nothing. He devoted all of
himself to Hashem, realizing that, at the end of the day, the only
parcel of land which has any sort of permanence is the gravesite.
This was his first and only achuzah.
Avraham Avinu and Sarah Imeinu lived a life of
purpose. Blessed with material wealth and prestige – and, finally,
an heir - they could have sat back and rested upon their laurels.
This, however, would not have earned them Patriarchal and
Matriarchal distinction. Life is not about working and retirement.
Life is about acting for Hashem. We do not live for ourselves.
Hashem commanded Avraham, Hishalech Lefanai v’eheyai
samim, “Walk before Me and be perfect” (Bereishis 17:1). Our
Patriarch was not satisfied with the exclusively personal level of
perfection that he had achieved (or perhaps his definition of
personal achievement was to change the world around him). He
invested all of himself into elevating the world around him. His
concept, Ohr lagoyim, “A light unto the nations” was about
personal illumination. Let the world around him observe the
spiritual, emotional and moral stature of one who serves Hashem,
and let this be their inspiration.
Life for Avraham and Sarah was not a bed of roses. For
most of their marriage, they did not have a child, and, when their

פרשת חיי שרה

only son achieved his seminal spiritual experience as the Olah
Temimah, perfect sacrifice, Sarah died, leaving Avraham alone – to
mourn, to exalt in Hashem, to reap and enjoy the nachas from his
son – alone. He married him off – alone. Yes, life was not perfect,
but they never complained. They rose above the pain, which can be
brutal, relentless and blinding. How did they do it? Horav Yisrael
Belsky, zl, explains that they were able to do so specifically because
they lived with a mission to elevate the world around them. Their
mission remained in full force even in their darkest hour. The sign
of true malchus, sovereignty, is the sense of responsibility to care for
all that is under one’s rule. A king is not allowed the luxury of
becoming self-absorbed with his personal disappointments and
travail. He must constantly work for the betterment of his kingdom.
Thus, as soon as Avraham laid Sarah to rest, Vayakam Avraham
mei’al p’nei meiso, “And Avraham rose up from his dead” (Ibid
23:8) and continued his mission.
People walk around with their personal problems on their
shoulders or written all over their faces. If they would at least carry
communal problems on their shoulders it would not be so bad, but
they are overwhelmed -- and it takes a toll on them. Rav Belsky
relates that a man once went to visit Horav Yitzchak Hutner, zl.
When he walked into the Rosh Yeshivah’s study, it was obvious that
he was quite agitated. Apparently, the bachur, yeshivah student, who
had just left the study was the source of the Rosh Yeshivah’s
agitation. Rav Hutner said, Farvos zenen heintige bachurim azoi
frustrated, vu is de simchas ha’chaim? “Why are the bachurim these
days so frustrated? Where is the simchas ha’chaim, the zest for life?”
(This occurred about thirty years ago – imagine his reaction today!)
People fall into a funk and either cannot, or will not, pull
themselves out of it. They feel it is the responsibility of everyone
around them either to suffer with them or to help them. Rav Belsky
cites an interesting passage in Meseches Bava Kamma (31a) from
which he derives an insightful lesson: “Two potters are walking, and
one trips on an obstruction in the road and falls. The second potter
falls on the first.” Two potters have fallen, and both have lost their
clay pots. It stands to reason that whoever had left the obstruction in
the road, causing the first potter to trip and fall, should be held
responsible for the damages to both potters. The Mishnah apparently
does not see it this way. It concludes that the first potter to fall must
pay for all of the damages: She’hayah lo laamod v’lo amad, “He
should have picked himself up right away.” Since he did not – he
must pay.
The lesson is obvious: Everyone is responsible for his
own “mess.” If he falls, he must pick himself up and get out of the
way, before he becomes a living obstruction. This is true even if he
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thereof; his lack of mazel, or just the plain unfairness of life (as he
words define the root of Amalek’s belief, and, hence, his sinful
sees it). Nonetheless, when he is upset, he creates an environment
behavior. He believes that everything that occurs in this world
of depression around him which affects others – first and foremost,
happens mitachas ha’Shomayim, “from beneath the Heavens” –
those closest to him: his family. While he might convince himself
naturally. Heaven plays no role in whatever happens in this world.
that he is justified, his self-justification certainly does not grant
Thus, we are mandated to erase Amalek – mitachas ha’Shomayim,
him license to negatively affect others.
and become aware that everything which takes place anywhere in
Let him learn from Avraham and Sarah whose simchas
the universe is all min ha’Shomayim, from Heaven, by Heaven.
ha’chaim was infectious, causing others to feel positively about
The Gerrer Rebbe, zl, Imrei Emes, derives this idea
themselves. A happy person breeds happiness. A depressed person
from the pasuk V’sashmideim mitachas shmei Hashem, “Destroy
infects others with his negativity. He accomplishes nothing for
them from beneath Hashem’s Heavens” (Eichah 3:66). We must
himself other than hurting those closest to him.
destroy the notion that anything happens by chance. Coincidence
is a word that should be erased from the lexicon of the observant
Jew. Coincidence and chance are two words that are heretical.
ואברהם זקן בא בימים וד' ברך את אברהם בכל
Nothing happens “under the Heavens.” Without Hashem’s decree,
Now Avraham was old, well on in years, and
nothing would happen – period.
Hashem had blessed him with everything. (24:1)
Prior to the Satmar Rebbe’s chuppah, his father, the
saintly Kedushas Yom Tov asked him, “Do you know why the
We think of life as measured by years: a long life is one
chuppah, wedding canopy, takes place beneath the stars, outside
during which one has lived many years; a short life is defined the
(preferably) and not in a building? It is to remind the chosson and
opposite way. Horav Eliyahu Lopian, zl, derives from the above
kallah to look up to Heaven and rely solely on Heaven. It would
pasuk that we should measure life by days – complete days. He
be a grave error to place one’s trust in his father/father-in-law or
quotes the Zohar HaKadosh, who teaches that at the beginning of
the dowry one has been promised.” It is Heaven – and only Heaven
each day, a person’s forthcoming “day” asks him, “What will it be
-- upon whom we should place our trust.”
today?” What type of day will you have? Will you stand up to the
The Kedushas Yom Tov (unknowingly?) was
challenges and tests prepared for you by the yetzer hora, evil
foreshadowing his own petirah, demise, immediately after his
inclination? Will your yetzer tov, good inclination, rally and give
son’s sheva brachos.
you the resolution and fortitude to overcome, to triumph? Hence,
“Things happen” is a popular, overused cliché.
when a person (at the end of his “one hundred and twenty years”)
Interestingly, we never apply this cliché when “good” things
stands before the Heavenly Tribunal and claims success for a life
happen. It is when something totally unexpected occurs,
well-lived, he might be shocked to realize how many deficient
something not to our liking, something which suddenly supplants
days he has had. He will be mortified to confront the reality that
us from our comfort zone. Then, for lack of a better word, we say,
he actually has not lived such a long life after all. In fact, when he
“Things happen.” What happened is that “Hashem happened”! It
tallies up the sum total of his complete days, he will be saddened
seems bad, but, if we would think, apply ourselves and wait
to note that he has had a very short lifespan. Avraham Avinu lived
patiently, we would see that there is a good and just reason for
a life of perfection, in which every moment of every day was used
everything that occurs.
constructively. Thus, he was ba bayamim, “came with all of his
Rav Biderman presents an insightful analogy – one
day.”
about which we should think – and rethink – constantly. Someone
How does one merit to live such a life? What is the key
wanted to take the bus to work one day. “Things happen,” and he
component that one should employ? What perspective should one
missed the bus. He was now forced to take a taxi – something
maintain in order to live every day to its fullest? I think the answer
which did not bring him great joy – since the taxi was long in
lies in the concluding words of the pasuk: Va’Hashem beirach es
arriving and charged a hefty sum. It was not going to be one of his
Avraham bakol, “And Hashem blessed Avraham with
better days. The man was visibly upset and could not stop
everything.” When a person acknowledges that everything in life
kvetching about all of his “suffering,” due to being late for the bus.
is a blessing from Hashem -- bakol – everything -- the good and
A good friend, who possessed more than a modicum of
(what seems to be) the bad are all part of Hashem’s blessing, then
common sense, told him, “If you hear that the bus that you missed
the person’s perspective on his day – the various events , incidents,
was in an accident, and that a number of passengers were injured,
challenges – highs and lows – are all accepted as having been
some critically – would you not praise Hashem for having you
Heavenly decreed. Such a person goes about his day with
miss that bus? Now, I ask you, is it really important for you that
complete equanimity, with total faith in Hashem. Thus, every day
the bus should flip over and any number of people be injured just
is complete – no ups and downs. Everything is up, since it
so that you could have a good feeling? Instead, you should praise
emanates from Hashem. His entire life is lived to fulfill the ratzon,
Hashem that He is leading you in good ways, regardless of what
will, of Hashem.
happened to that bus. Who knows why you missed that bus?

Nonetheless, you must believe that there was a very good reason
for you to miss that bus.”

והיה הנערה אשר אמר אליה הטי נא כדך ואשתה ואמרה שתה
וגם גמליך אשקה אתה הכחת לעבדך ליצחק
Let it be that the maiden to whom I shall say,
“Please tip over your jug so I may drink,” and who
replies, “Drink, and I will water your camels,” her
will You have designated for Your servant. (24:14)
Osah hochachta, “He will You have designated”: She
is fitting for Yitzchak Avinu due to her performance of acts of
lovingkindness. Such a girl is worthy of entering the home of
Avraham Avinu, the Patriarch who personified gemillas chesed,
acts of lovingkindness. While offering to give water also for the
camels was certainly an act of thoughtfulness and chesed, was that
all it was? Horav Sholom Schwadron, zl, observes that there was
another factor– something about the manner in which she carried
out her act of kindness. The Torah states, Vatomar sh’sei adoni
va’timaher va’torad kadah; “And she said, ‘Drink, my master’
and she quickly lowered her jug” (ibid 24:18). Rav Sholom asks:
What is the difference between lowering the pail in the natural
manner and lowering it quickly? Obviously, if the Torah chose to
immortalize the word, Va’timaher, “And she quickly” (lowered
the pail), it indicates that the alacrity with which Rivkah (Imeinu)
carried out her kindness was noteworthy and made all of the
difference in the world. Her promptness elevated an act of
kindness to such a sphere of sanctity that it was forever
perpetuated in the Torah.
Rav Sholom goes so far as to assert that the barometer
for determining whether an act of chesed is motivated by one’s
good heart is alacrity. When one cares, he acts quickly. It is not
the act that shows, but the attitude that accompanies it which
demonstrates one’s purity of heart. The time differential between
lowering the pail quickly versus normally is probably a second or
two – but those two seconds demonstrate that the act of chesed is
heartfelt!
We perform favors for people. We perform acts of
chesed. Some of us go to great lengths to help others – to lend
money, spend time, give advice, be there in a time of need –
whether real or imagined – but, how are these wonderful acts
executed? Are they performed begrudgingly, because we must, or
because we want to? That is a question which is answered in the
manner in which we carry out our kindness.
A ben Torah was having difficulty in finding his mate
due to a not-so-simple demand that was non-negotiable. He had
an elderly mother to whom he was extremely attached. He
attended to her many needs and was always present to see to it that
her twilight years were not spent in solitude. Any girl whom he
would marry would have to move in to his mother’s apartment
with him. Understandably, it would take a special young woman
to accept such a lifestyle from the onset of her marriage.
Concerned relatives of this bachur, young man,
approached Horav Shlomo Zalmen Auerbach, zl, for advice.
Perhaps he could speak to the bachur and explain to him that no
girl in her right mind would initially enter into matrimony under

such trying conditions. To expect so much from a young woman
was unrealistic.
Imagine their surprise when Rav Shlomo Zalmen
agreed with the bachur! The primary criterion for a girl to qualify
as a spouse with whom to share a Torah life and build a Torah
home is gemillas chesed. A spouse who lacks the sensitivity for
her husband’s aged mother is deficient in her middah, attribute, of
chesed. The gadol hador had spoken. He left no room for
discussion.
A few months passed, and the bachur met his bashert.
He became engaged to a special young woman who was willing
to move in with his mother and assist in her care. Upon hearing
the wonderful news, Rav Shlomo Zalmen sent for the chosson. Rav
Shlomo Zalmen wished him all the best, then said, “When you
were looking for a spouse and the question was for what qualities
in a girl should one seek, I said that priority number one was
gemillas chesed. Now that you have found a special kallah, it is
my wish to inform you that it is incumbent upon you to move your
mother into a senior citizens home that will provide for her needs
on a constant basis. Your new kallah should not be relegated to
carry such a load. While she has demonstrated her attribute of
chesed by her willingness to accept upon herself to share with you
in assisting your mother, it is nonetheless your primary
responsibility – not that of your wife.

ואמר אל אדני אלי לא תלך האשה אחרי
And I said to my master, “Perhaps the woman will
not follow me?” (24:39)
Life is not always a bed of roses. Disappointments are
part of the Heavenly-designed world in which we live. How one
reacts and responds to disappointments is the barometer of his
acknowledgement that it is Hashem – not he – who runs the world.
Accepting disappointment -- and, in fact, growing from it -- is the
mark of a great person.
When Avraham Avinu sent his trusted student/servant,
Eliezer, on a mission to find a suitable mate for his son, Yitzchak
(Avinu), he set forth one critical criterion which was nonnegotiable: Under no circumstances was Yitzchak permitted to
live with the prospective bride’s family. The kallah must be
willing to pull up roots and move to Avraham’s home. If the girl
was unwilling to move, he would free Eliezer from the oath that
he had made to Avraham prior to his leaving on this mission.
Rashi observes that Eliezer would have wanted
Yitzchak as a son-in-law. He, too, had a daughter whom he felt
worthy of Yitzchak. Thus, when he said ulai, “perhaps,” which is
also spelled as eilai, “to me,” he was alluding to his master,
“Perhaps the two of us can work out an arrangement whereby
Yitzchak would marry my daughter.” To Eliezer’s chagrin,
Avraham dismissed the match. He gave a very good reason: “My
son is blessed. You, on the other hand, are a descendant of
Canaan/Cham, who was cursed by Noach. It is not possible for one
who is blessed to unite with one who is cursed. Despite his
despicable lineage, Eliezer was a great person, and, quite possibly,
his daughter could have been a wonderful young woman, but
Avraham’s criteria for family lineage superseded their personal
achievements. (I do not think that our Patriarch was advocating

