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Summer Reading Assignment
English I Pre-Advanced Placement

Anthem
by Ayn Rand

English II Pre-Advanced Placement

The Alchemist
by Paulo Coelho

English III Pre-Advanced Placement
AP Language & Composition
UT Austin On Ramps Course

1984
by George Orwell

English IV Honors
AP Literature & Composition
UT Austin On Ramps Course

A Doll’s House
by Henrik Ibsen
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Dear Parents of English Pre-AP and AP Students:
As we end a school year, the English teachers at Edinburg CISD would like to let you know that we have your child’s
education in mind when we make decisions about summer reading assignments. In order to adequately prepare for AP
English exams and to develop your child’s reading and thinking skills within a limited number of months, we require all
English I Pre-AP, English II Pre-AP, English III Pre-AP/AP/On Ramps, and English IV Honors/AP Literature/On Ramps
students to read assigned novels during the summer months. Students will be assessed over the summer reading through
tests, essays, and class activities during the first and second week of school. Below, you will find a list of the classes and
the novels that need to be read prior to the first day of the 2019-2020 school year. Your child will need to acquire the
necessary novel and read it during the summer. Available novels will be distributed to students and we have notified Barnes
& Noble bookstores on North 10th Street in McAllen, so there should be sufficient copies if you choose to purchase them
there. Other resources include the public library or online sites that provide downloadable files. Please note that this
information will be posted on our campus’ web page. Please feel free to call your child’s current English teacher or
counselor if you have any other questions.

Please note: Failure to read assigned novel and complete the assignments will adversely affect your child’s
grade.

English Course 2019-2020

Work

Author

 English I Pre-AP

Anthem

Ayn Rand

 English II Pre-AP

The Alchemist

Paulo Coelho

 English III Pre-AP
 AP Language & Composition
 UT Austin On Ramps Course

1984

George Orwell

 English IV Honors
 AP Literature & Composition
 UT Austin On Ramps Course

A Doll’s House

Henrik Ibsen

Due Date:

Assignment

Monday, September 2, 2019

Summer Reading Assignments

Tuesday, September 3, 2019

Objective Exam

(Exam Grade)

Wednesday, September 4, 2019

Timed Writing

(Exam Grade)

(Project Grade)

Thank you,
Economedes H.S. English Teachers
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TASK #1: DIALECTICAL JOURNAL OR CHARACTER
DIARY- MUST BE TYPED (50 pts)

Dialectical Journal:

As you read, point out and respond to 10 “top quotes” found throughout the book.
This is a type of quote that stands apart from all the rest in the book. Do not summarize; rather, write
insightful commentary analyzing the writing style, plot development, characterization, or any other element
found in your reading. (Each response should be at least 75 words in length.)

 In the textual evidence column, you will write exact quotes using ellipses (. . .) for long passages and enclosing
text in quotation marks. Document page number, speaker, and any other information necessary for recall.
 In the commentary column, you will record your thoughts and reactions using the reading strategies listed below.
Each entry must be labeled according to the strategy used, i.e. (P) for a prediction you are making or (LT) for
identification of a literary term and its use.

Reading Strategies (Things to consider as you read):
(C) CONNECT: Relate to a quote, description, character, setting, etc. by connecting it to your own life, another text, or to the larger world.
(P) PREDICT: Anticipate what might happen in the story based on details and plot.
(Q) QUESTION: Address any confusion by posing a question about a quote, passage, character, etc. – Who? What? When? Where?
Why? How?

(CL) CLARIFY: Answer questions you raised earlier to aid your understanding of the plot, a character’s motivation, etc. Confirm that
earlier predictions you made were true or comment on how the story took a different course than anticipated.

(DS) DETERMINE SIGNIFICANCE: Explain why you think the line, passage, or description is important. How is it connected to
other events? What does it reveal about theme?

(LT) LITERARY TERM: Consider techniques, such as symbols and allusions, the author uses to reveal theme. How does the author use
diction and dialogue to reveal character? What is the author’s tone?

(V) VISUALIZE: Draw a quick sketch or symbol, or cut a picture from a magazine or newspaper, that visually represents setting, conflict,
character, etc. Explain its significance.

Example of Journal Entry:
TEXTUAL EVIDENCE
1.
“I know I fib a good deal. After all, a woman’s
charm is fifty percent illusion, but when a thing is
important I tell the truth, and this is the truth: I haven’t
cheated my sister or you or anyone else as long as I have
lived.” (sc. 2, p.41) Blanche to Stanley when he questions
her about losing Belle Reve

COMMENTARY
The word “illusion” seems consistent with Blanche’s character.
She is secretive about her age and concerned about how she looks,
as if she is trying to be someone she is not. Could illusion be part
of the theme of the play? (DS) (Q)

Character Diary: Write at least five substantial journal entries from the perspective of a character in your
book. At the beginning of each entry, state the name of the featured character and the chapter after which
the entry would be written. Each entry should be at least 150 words in length.
Put yourself in the character’s shoes, and consider the following questions to get you going:

 What are you most afraid of or worried about? What is making you anxious? Describe the person, object, or event that
bothers you.
 Who has impressed, annoyed, or pleased you most so far? What other character has had the strongest effect on you?
Describe the interaction you've had, and why you feel the way that you do.
 What do you want to accomplish in your life? What big goals have you set for yourself, and why? What obstacles stand in
your way?
 If you could relive a moment, what moment would you like to relive, and why? What event do you think about? Why is it
such a strong memory for you? Do you have any regrets about this moment?
 What lesson(s) have you learned? What have the events that you've been through taught you? How have you changed?
 Choose a value or ideal that is important to you--honesty, courage, faithfulness, and so forth. Define your value, and explore
how it relates to your life. Why is this ideal important to you?
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Character Diary Entry Example
The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins
Entry #1: Prim, Chapter 3
My head is spinning. The unthinkable has happened. My stomach keeps clenching and unclenching like an
angry fist. When I heard my name over the speaker, I felt a paralyzing numbness. My name, one slip of
paper among hundreds, got picked? I heard a few gasps around me. People were stunned that a twelve
year old had been chosen. A child forced to fight to the death for the cameras. Those cowards in the
Capitol will do anything to keep their control over us. Within seconds of the announcement, I heard my
sister’s voice. Katniss was pushing her way through the throng, volunteering her life to save mine. She
didn’t even hesitate. It was not her job to save me. I cannot bear to watch my sister die, but then
neither could she. I know she’d do anything to protect me. I’m hoping that will get her through the
Games because I still need her here in District 12. They took her away so quickly. She’s on her way to
the Capitol now, and within days, she’ll be in the arena fighting for her life. Katniss must win. Deep down,
I feel that she really will. I don’t know anybody as strong and brave as my sister. Katniss will beat them.
She has to. (214 words)
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TASK #2: BOOK TRAILER OR TRAVEL
BROCHURE/MAP: (50 pts)

Book Trailer:
A book trailer is a video advertisement for a book which employs techniques similar to those of movie trailers to
promote books and encourage readers. You can do using clips of videos and images with narration or text, or you
can do your own acting and create one without too much editing. You can also choose to stand in front of the camera
and do a book talk with props/costumes if you aren't too tech savvy! So many options!

Assessment Checklist:
 Introduce the main characters
o Briefly describe their role in the story and their personality.
 Introduce the story and conflicts in the book
o Don’t give away the resolution!
 Ask at least 2 questions that the audience should be wondering based on
the information you have given them
o These questions will entice them to want to read the book to find out
the answers to these questions. (For example: Will Frank and Jamie
get out of the building before it blows up? Will Jordan ever find the
hidden treasure?)
 Time limit: 3 -4 minutes
 Background music: A music track that plays over the course of your entire
presentation.
 Overall presentation shows your knowledge of the book and entices the
audience

Travel Brochure/Map:
Create a travel brochure or a map that describes a variety of settings (at least 3) that a character(s) in a story
experience. Use specific details from the text in describing each setting, include pictures or photos, and use
examples from the text to tell the reader what happens in each setting.

Assessment Checklist:
 Contains a title/author of the work
 Illustrates a character’s journey through
different settings of the story.
 Visually appealing/Project shows evidence
of thoughtfulness and creativity.
 Use of specific details from the text.
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The College Board:
101 Great Books Recommended for College-Bound Readers
-- Beowulf
Achebe, Chinua - Things Fall Apart
Agee, James - A Death in the Family
Austen, Jane - Pride and Prejudice
Baldwin, James - Go Tell It on the
Mountain
Beckett, Samuel - Waiting for Godot
Bellow, Saul - The Adventures of
Augie March
Brontë, Charlotte - Jane Eyre
Brontë, Emily - Wuthering Heights
Camus, Albert - The Stranger
Cather, Willa - Death Comes for the
Archbishop
Chaucer, Geoffrey - The Canterbury
Tales
Chekhov, Anton - The Cherry
Orchard
Chopin, Kate - The Awakening
Conrad, Joseph - Heart of Darkness
Cooper, James Fenimore -The Last of
the Mohicans
Crane, Stephen - The Red Badge of
Courage
Dante - Inferno
de Cervantes, Miguel - Don Quixote
Defoe, Daniel - Robinson Crusoe
Dickens, Charles - A Tale of Two
Cities
Dostoyevsky, Fyodor - Crime and
Punishment
Douglass, Frederick - Narrative of the
Life of Frederick Douglass
Dreiser, Theodore - An American
Tragedy
Dumas, Alexandre - The Three
Musketeers
Eliot, George - The Mill on the Floss
Ellison, Ralph - Invisible Man
Emerson, Ralph Waldo - Selected
Essays
Faulkner, William - As I Lay Dying
Faulkner, William - The Sound and
the Fury
Fielding, Henry - Tom Jones
Fitzgerald, F. Scott - The Great
Gatsby
Flaubert, Gustave - Madame Bovary

Ford, Ford Madox - The Good Soldier
Goethe, Johann Wolfgang von - Faust
Golding, William - Lord of the Flies
Hardy, Thomas - Tess of the
d'Urbervilles
Hawthorne, Nathaniel - The Scarlet
Letter
Heller, Joseph - Catch 22
Hemingway, Ernest - A Farewell to
Arms
Homer - The Iliad
Homer - The Odyssey
Hugo, Victor - The Hunchback of
Notre Dame
Hurston, Zora Neale - Their Eyes
Were Watching God
Huxley, Aldous - Brave New World
Ibsen, Henrik - A Doll's House n/a
James, Henry - The Portrait of a Lady
James, Henry - The Turn of the Screw
Joyce, James - A Portrait of the Artist
as a Young Man
Kafka, Franz - The Metamorphosis
Kingston, Maxine Hong - The
Woman Warrior
Lee, Harper - To Kill a Mockingbird
Lewis, Sinclair - Babbitt
London, Jack - The Call of the Wild
Mann, Thomas - The Magic
Mountain
Marquez, Gabriel García - One
Hundred Years of Solitude
Melville, Herman - Bartleby the
Scrivener
Melville, Herman - Moby Dick
Miller, Arthur - The Crucible
Morrison, Toni - Beloved
O'Connor, Flannery - A Good Man is
Hard to Find
O'Neill, Eugene - Long Day's Journey
into Night
Orwell, George - Animal Farm
Pasternak, Boris - Doctor Zhivago
Plath, Sylvia - The Bell Jar
Poe, Edgar Allan - Selected Tales
Proust, Marcel - Swann's Way
Pynchon, Thomas - The Crying of Lot
49
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Remarque, Erich Maria - All Quiet on
the Western Front
Rostand, Edmond - Cyrano de
Bergerac
Roth, Henry - Call It Sleep
Salinger, J.D. - The Catcher in the
Rye
Shakespeare, William - Hamlet
Shakespeare, William - Macbeth
Shakespeare, William - A Midsummer
Night's Dream
Shakespeare, William - Romeo and
Juliet
Shaw, George Bernard - Pygmalion
Shelley, Mary - Frankenstein
Silko, Leslie Marmon - Ceremony
Solzhenitsyn, Alexander - One Day in
the Life of Ivan Denisovich
Sophocles - Antigone
Sophocles - Oedipus Rex
Steinbeck, John - The Grapes of
Wrath
Stevenson, Robert Louis - Treasure
Island
Stowe, Harriet Beecher - Uncle Tom's
Cabin
Swift, Jonathan - Gulliver's Travels
Thackeray, William - Vanity Fair
Thoreau, Henry David - Walden
Tolstoy, Leo - War and Peace
Turgenev, Ivan - Fathers and Sons
Twain, Mark - The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn
Voltaire - Candide
Vonnegut, Kurt Jr. - SlaughterhouseFive
Walker, Alice - The Color Purple
Wharton, Edith - The House of Mirth
Welty, Eudora- Collected Stories
Whitman, Walt - Leaves of Grass
Wilde, Oscar - The Picture of Dorian
Gray
Williams, Tennessee - The Glass
Menagerie
Woolf, Virginia - To the Lighthouse
Wright, Richard - Native Son
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2018-2019 English Teacher: ______________________________ Pd: _____
Received Book: YES NO

Date: __________________

Student/ Parent (Guardian) Agreement
STUDENT
By signing below, I guarantee that I fully understand my responsibilities for summer reading and related
assignments. I also guarantee to submit my work by Monday, September 2, 2019; failure to submit my
assignments by this deadline will incur a failing grade. In addition, the objective test will be administered
Tuesday, September 3, 2019 and a Timed Essay on Wednesday, September 4, 2019 for two additional grades.
Student Name: _______________________________________________
Student Signature: _______________________________________________
Date: _____________________________

PARENT
By signing below, I indicate awareness and understanding of my child’s responsibilities for summer reading. I
also support my child’s efforts to fulfill his/ her classroom expectations to submit the summer reading
assignments by their due date or else incur two failing grades. Because your child is too advanced academically
to continue to read books within the genre of young adult fiction, the novels chosen for summer reading were
written for a mature audience. These selections, sanctioned by AP College Board, represent selections deemed
to be books of literary merit.
Parent Name: _______________________________________________
Parent Signature: _______________________________________________
Date: _____________________________________

Please sign and return this page to your English teacher
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