OCTOBER 2018
Marilyn Walther, Principal

Office: 724-463-8566 Fax: 724-465-8612

The Principal’s Perspective
It’s October and the cool weather has finally begun to arrive! This is
definitely my favorite time of the year. The weather is cooler and I love
the colors when the leaves change on the trees. Students have settled
nicely into the routines of school and the classrooms are full of activity.
Please remember that weather permitting; our students will continue to
go outside for VPA so it is important to dress appropriately for the
weather.

I would like to encourage you to join our PTA. This service orientated
organization sponsors many activities and projects for the benefit of our
students. Parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, and family friends are
all welcome to join. For a nominal fee of $7 you can become a member
and join with us to make a difference for our kids. See the PTA section
of this newsletter to learn more about upcoming PTA events

Our Back-to-School night was a great success. It was wonderful to see
everyone and I hope you found the evening to be informative and
enjoyable. If you were not able to join us for the evening and would like
to meet with your child’s teacher, you can contact their teacher and set
up an individual meeting. We are always here to answer any questions
or to help in anyway with your child’s educational experience.

You will find a flyer in this newsletter to explain the website for the
Martin’s A+ School Rewards and Giant Eagle “Apples for the Students”
Program. If your child is new to Eisenhower or if you haven’t yet
registered your Martin’s Bonus Card and your Giant Eagle card, please
take a few minutes to complete the process. This money helps
purchase school supplies and playground equipment for our students.
We appreciate your support!

Our teachers launched a new positive character program. On
September 21st, students participated in a kick-off assembly for our
Positive School-Wide Behavior Support Program. Students learned
how to become an “Elite Eagle” by being Positive, Prepared and Polite.
Several students presented skits that highlighted each of the three
traits and the assembly ended with our cheerleaders leading the
students in several motivating cheers. We also had a visit from the
Eisenhower Eagle! Students can earn “Eagles” when caught
demonstrating these traits. The “Eagles” are displayed on the wall
outside the main office. For those students earning “Eagles”, a drawing
is held weekly for a chance to win an additional reward. We are so
proud of our students for being good role models.

Make sure to check out the building calendar included in this newsletter
for any updates and upcoming events for the month of October.
We are off to a great start this school year. Remember to work with
your child to develop regular routines with their homework and study
habits. These routines will produce positive results in your child’s
grades. Thank you for your support!
Marilyn Walther
Principal

During the past few weeks, students completed their fall assessment
testing using the Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment and the iReady Reading and Math Assessments. The Fountas & Pinnell (F&P)
assessment provides teachers with precise tools and texts to observe
and quantify specific reading behaviors, and then interpret and use that
data to plan meaningful instruction. The i-Ready assessments are
aligned with the Pennsylvania Core Standards and the PSSA’s that our
students will be tested on in April. These assessments identify areas of
strength and areas of weakness. Additionally, the program will offer
suggestions of items you can work on with your child to increase their
achievement in math and reading. The exciting news is your child can
work on this program at home on your computer. Each child is given
log-on information to access the program from home. Whether your
child needs remediation, reinforcement or enrichment, this program will
help meet their math and reading needs.
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OUR MISSION
TO PROVIDE SUPPORTIVE AND ENGAGING EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES THAT PREPARE STUDENTS TO
BE PRODUCTIVE CITIZENS WHO POSITIVELY IMPACT SOCIETY.

Reminder:
The school day hours begin at 9:00 a.m. and end at 3:40 p.m.
Students are to be seated in their homerooms and ready for class no
later than 9:00 a.m. The building will open at 8:35 a.m. for student
arrival. Please be aware that students should not arrive earlier than
8:35 a.m. as there isn’t any one available to supervise them.

School Safety:
School safety continues to be a priority. It is important to know that the
procedures we put into place, while sometimes inconvenient, are
designed to keep everyone safe. Please note that all visitors to the
building must call ahead to notify the office of their arrival. Even if we
know who you are, there can be no exceptions to this policy. Please
help us maintain a safe environment by calling ahead. Thank you!

After Hours:
The school office closes at 4:00 p.m. If you have any questions
concerning your child’s bus, please call the Krise Bus Company at
724-349-3944. Thank You.

SCHOOL LUNCH ACCOUNT
This is a reminder that Indiana Area School District families may
register for www.myschoolbucks.com. This website will allow
parents to view their child’s food purchasing activity and arrange
for low balance notifications to be sent to them via e-mail. Go to
www.myschoolbucks.com and click “Register for a Free
Account” to get started. Please note: Payment for meals will
also be accepted at the schools.

School Pictures – MAKE UP DAY
School picture make up day will be Tuesday,
October 30, 2018
If you have any concerns or questions with your
pictures, please contact:
Lifetouch at 866-955-8342

We always welcome parents in our building for all kinds
of reasons. It is these opportunities that parents have to
see our students and staff in action that helps to create
the close atmosphere we have at Eisenhower. Many
parents come in and have lunch with their child in the
cafeteria. You are always welcome to do so and please
remember to call in ahead of time. I would ask that you
do not bring in fast food or food from restaurants. It is
upsetting for children whose parents do not come in to
school to see you with your child having lunch. It is extra
difficult to see their neighbor eating a happy meal.
Please do not misunderstand, you are always welcome
and your children love having you come in. When you
decide to come for lunch, bring something from home or
buy from the cafeteria. Thank you!
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Arrival/Dismissal - Important Information
The district currently provides bus transportation for all students.
Families, however, may still choose to have their child walk to and from
school or they may want to have their child be a car kid. In order to
ensure student arrival and dismissal is safe for all students, we have
implemented certain drop off and pick up procedures. These
procedures may not always be convenient, but they were designed
with safety in mind. Staff members will be outside to make sure the
process runs smoothly. Please review the following arrival and
dismissal procedures. Delays are to be expected for the first few weeks
of school. We thank you in advance for your patience and cooperation
as we work through the fastest and safest way to dismiss our students.

Washington Street. This is important as it will allow the maximum
number of cars to line up without blocking the intersection. Staff will
walk to your car to get your child’s name. They will radio inside and
your child will then be released to get into your car.
Bus Assignments:
Bus assignments will be mailed home. If your child rides a bus and
you do not receive a postcard listing his/her bus information, please
call the transportation office at (724) 463-7591 during the week before
school begins. For student safety, please do not change buses during
the school year. For cases of family emergency, requests to have
your son/daughter ride a different bus must be made in writing
and submitted in advance to the office. All bus students should plan
to ride the bus on the first day of school. Any transportation corrections
or problems can be identified if all riders are on board. If you have a
problem and need to speak to someone, please call Krise Bus Service,
724-349-3944.

Arrival Procedures: If you choose to drop your child off in the
morning, travel down 15th street and make a left onto School Street.
You can drop your child off at that section of the sidewalk. They will
then walk up the sidewalk to the main entrance. Please do not drop off
at the main entrance doors. Those spots are reserved for the busses.
Dismissal Procedures: To keep the buses on schedule, at the end of
the day we will be dismissing the students riding buses first. Walkers
and car pick-ups will be dismissed after the first wave of buses.

Change in Transportation — Important Information
If you need to change your child’s dismissal plan, please send a dated
and signed note to the office in the morning of the change. If dismissal
plans change during the day, please contact the office before 2:00
P.M. so we have enough time to implement the change. Thank you.

Important – If you are picking your child up after school, please make
sure to do that on the Wine Avenue side of the building. Your
passenger door should be on the same side as the sidewalk so your
child can safely enter the car. Students are not permitted to cross the
street to get into your car. Please stay in your car! For safety reasons
we cannot release students to walk to your car, even if you escort
them. Pull your car all the way down to street toward the stop sign on
School Office Hours
The office hours are 7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Before 7:30 a.m. and after
4:00 p.m. the answering machine will pick up your call so you can
leave a message. After school, if you have any questions concerning
your child’s bus, please call the Krise Bus Company at 724-349-3944.

Videotaping/Photographing in School
During the school year we videotape and photograph many school
activities such as concerts, plays, and talent shows. These pictures,
plus candid shots, may be used in our annual yearbook or used on our
website. In addition, student teachers may videotape themselves
teaching a lesson, as part of their professional development. If you
have any objection to your child being photographed or
videotaped in any of these circumstances, please write a letter to
the office as soon as possible, stating your objection and
providing your child or children’s names.

Emergency Cards – Must be LEGIBLE
New emergency care cards will be sent home with your child. Please
review the information for each child. Please pay careful attention
when filling in the requested information, especially the name of a
friend or relative to be called in case of injury or illness if the
parent/guardian cannot be reached. Please remember to sign and date
the bottom of the card. To maintain accurate records, please notify the
school if there is an address or telephone number change during the
school year. Also, if you wish to change the person whose telephone
number we have on file, please call at your earliest convenience.

Important Early Dismissal Information
You will need to provide verification of appointments when your child is
either late to school or leaving early. When excusing your son/daughter
from school for a doctor/dentist visit, please remember to ask the
doctor for an excuse verifying the appointment. The excuse can be
turned into the office upon your child’s return to school. In accordance
with our attendance policy, any early dismissal will be considered an
unexcused absence from school for the time out of the building if a
medical excuse is not submitted within three (3) days of the date of
dismissal. It is important to note that students are not permitted to
make up any work/tests for unexcused absences. The unexcused time
out of the building will be accrued until three (3) hours has accumulated
at which point a half day unexcused absence will be assessed.

Classroom Access
Our teachers are always happy to meet with you and will schedule
conferences when needed. Since our students arrive at 8:35 a.m., this
is not a time when teachers can give you their attention to address
student issues. If you need to meet with a teacher, please email or
phone to set up a time. Also remember, teachers leave the building at
4:00 p.m. so no one is permitted back in the classrooms after this time.
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Also, it is imperative that you call the school when your child is going to be absent for any reason.
PLEASE BE AWARE
It is important for your child to attend and be on time for school on a daily basis. Please review these arrival and dismissal times.







Starting time is 9 a.m.
Dismissal time is 3:40 p.m.
Arrival between 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. = tardy
Arrival between 10:31 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. = ½ day absent
Arrival after 12:30 p.m. = Full day absent
Departure between 11:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. and NOT returning to school = ½ day absent

Scheduled early dismissals are at 12:00 p.m.
Because there is no outside supervision for students who arrive early, students are not to arrive before 8:35 a.m. Thank you for helping us make
morning drop off safe!
Elementary Report Card Information
Report cards
End of Grading
Quarter
distributed to
Period
Students
1

October 31, 2018

November 8, 2018

2

January 18, 2019

January 28, 2019

3

March 27, 2019

April 4, 2019

4

June 5, 2019

June 5, 2019

Indiana County Helpline:
The Indiana County Department of Human Services and the United Way of Indiana County partnered with PA 2-1-1 Southwest to bring a
free human service Helpline to Indiana County in February of 2013. County residents are able to dial 2-1-1 and be connected with a live
operator 24 hours per day, seven days a week/365 days per year who can connect them with human services help. Please share this
number with family and friends who may not be sure where to turn for help with such things as emergency shelter, food banks, crisis
intervention, childcare, and other health & human service resources. Human Service information may also be found at www.pa211sw.org,
or at www.humanservices-countyofindiana.org Questions about the Helpline? Call 724-463-8200, ext 4217.

GO EISENHOWER EAGLES!!!
PREPARED!! POLITE!!
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POSITIVE!

LET’S ALL SOAR!

SCHOOL DELAYS OR CANCELLATIONS: In bad weather, or for
any emergency when school may be closed, delayed, or dismissed
early, announcements will be made on the radio and TV. Radio
stations announcing this information are: WCCS (1160 AM) and
WDAD (1450AM). TV stations are: WTAE (Channel 4) and WPXI
(Channel 11). If you are connected to the Internet, go to
www.iu28.org/ and click on “Schoolcast” for the latest information on
school closings and delays.

3.
4.

5.

PLEASE DO NOT CALL THE SCHOOL ON SCHOOL DELAYS OR
CANDELLATIONS: We must keep our phone lines open for
emergency communications.

6.

Be sure to have a back-up plan with your children in case of an
unscheduled early dismissal. Arrangements should be made ahead
of time for emergency childcare if needed.

7.

DELAY TO CANCELLATIONS: Sometimes school is cancelled after
a delay has been called. Continue to listen to your radio/TV for
updates.
2-HOUR DELAYS: Children who ride buses should report to their
bus stop 2 hours later than normal. All children should report to
school by 11:00 a.m. Breakfast will not be served on days with a
delay. Dismissal will be at 3:40 p.m. as usual.

8.
9.

EMERGENCY EARLY DISMISSALS: It is important that parents
establish a plan for their children in the event of an unscheduled
early dismissal. Your children should know what they are to do if
school is dismissed early. It is impossible for us to alert everyone by
phone when this happens. You will receive a BLUE DISMISSAL
PAPER early in the school year asking you to indicate how your child
is to be dismissed on these days. We do not permit children to call
home on these days. Teachers will follow the dismissal information
that you provide to us.

Snacks (Found on the Nutritional Information label of the item)
 No more than 200 total calories per package
 No more than thirty-five percent (35%) calories from fat
 No more than ten percent (10%) calories from saturated fat
 No more than 480 mg sodium
 No more than thirty-five percent (35%) sugar by weight
 Excludes fruits, vegetables, nuts, seeds, and nut butters
Beverages
 One hundred percent (100%) fruit and vegetable juice, limited
to 12 oz. portion size
 Fat-free and one percent (1%) milk, 8-16 oz. portion size
 Water and flavored water without added sugar, unlimited
portion size
 Caffeine free except flavored milk
 Carbonated water and carbonated one hundred percent
(100%) fruit juice with USDA approval

IASD’s auto-dialer system notifies parents of an early dismissal. The
system will continue to call until it reaches a person. It will not leave a
message. PLEASE DO NOT CALL THE SCHOOL. We must keep
our phone lines open for emergency communications.
Snacks (birthday snacks) (Language taken directly from the
Elementary Handbook) - When considering what snacks to send to
school with your child, please consider these helpful notes from our
school district wellness policy. More information about Board Policy
246
(Student
Wellness)
can
be
found
at
http://iasd.schoolwires.net/Page/104.
1.

2.

Exclusive competitive food and/or beverage contracts shall be
approved by the Board in accordance with provisions of law.
Nutrition information for a la carte snacks and beverages offered
in snack bars, meal service lines, vending and school stores is
readily available to students, parents/guardians and the school
community.
Nutritious and appealing foods such as fruits, vegetables, low
and nonfat dairy products and whole grain products will be
available wherever food is sold or offered on the school campus
during the school day.
All a la carte snacks and beverages offered for sale to students
during the school day comply with the USDA regulations
prohibiting the sale of foods of minimal nutritional value.
A minimum of seventy-five percent (75%) of snack foods sold in
vending machines, snack bars, and school stores as well as a la
carte offerings that are part of the school meals program will
meet the criteria outlined below. This seventy-five percent (75%)
level represents a required minimum standard. The percentage
of foods and beverages meeting these parameters may be
increased at any time by the recommendation of the Indiana
Area School District Wellness Committee.
Food shall not be used in the schools as a reward or
punishment.
As a guideline for party planning, please adhere to the 3-1 ratio
where for each non-preferred item, three healthier options
(fruits, vegetables, milk) are available as well.

Birthday Snacks
When students have a birthday, if a parent decides to provide a
snack for the class, we ask that he/she follows the healthy snack
guidelines and wellness policy found within this section of the
newsletter.

Competitive foods are defined as foods offered at school other
than through the National School Lunch or School Breakfast
Programs and include a la carte foods, snacks and beverages;
vending food, snacks and beverages; school store food, snacks
and beverages; fundraisers; classroom parties; holiday
celebrations; and food from home.
All competitive foods available to students in district schools
shall comply with the Indiana Area School District Nutritional
Standards for Competitive Foods which are available on the
district’s website (www.iasd.cc). The nutritional standards shall
be implemented as a three (3) step plan.

Party Invitations - Party invitations may ONLY be distributed at
school if every member of the child’s class is invited (or all of the
boys in the class for a boy’s party/all of the girls in the class for a
girl’s party). Children’s feelings are easily hurt when they are not
included for these events, so we respectfully ask that parents mail
invitations when fewer students are involved. Thank you for your
cooperation.
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Attendance Procedures - Please call the school office,
(724) 463-8566 by 8:30 a.m. if your child is absent from
school. Unless we have had contact with the parent or
guardian of an absent student, a phone call will be
placed to the home of each absent student. Your call in
to the office will expedite the process. The district has
an automated calling system that will call your home
when your child is reported absent. It will ask you to
state the reason why your child is absent and will hang
up when you are done talking. This does not take the
place of a written excuse for your child’s absence. A
written excuse from the parent is required when a
student returns to school from an absence. The excuse
is required within (3) school days following the
student’s return. If the reason for the absence is not
valid, or the excuse is not submitted within the (3)
day limit, the absence will be recorded as
unexcused. Pennsylvania state law requires that all
students
attend
school when
school is
in
session. Excused absences are for reasons of illness,
recovery from accident or injury, required court
attendance, or death in the family. Absences for
educational trips must be approved in advance by the
building principal to be considered an excused absence
from school.

Clearances - Act 34 (Criminal Record), Act 151 (Child
Abuse), Act 114 (FBI Fingerprint)
Act 153 of 2014 amends the Child Protective Services
Law. As part of this law, all chaperones and volunteers
are required to provide the school district with clearance
certifications (Act 34 Criminal Record Check, Act 114
FBI Fingerprint Clearance and Act 151 Child Abuse
History Clearance) that are less than five (5) years
old. Chaperones and volunteers that have been
residents of Pennsylvania for ten (10) or more years can
sign an affidavit in lieu of applying for the Act 114 FBI
clearance. Clearance packets are available in the main
office. The Act 34 and 151 clearances are free for
volunteers, but may not be used for employment
purposes.
Due to the nature of the elementary school setting,
teachers will occasionally invite parents in for a
classroom performance. These events do not require
obtaining clearances. For each event, a list of attendees
is required and coordinated through the classroom
teacher. This list is not required for evening events such
as Back-to-School nights, Orientations, Academic
Project Fairs, etc.
Child Abuse Clearance Act 151
http://www.dhs.state.pa.us/findaform/childabusehistorycl
earanceforms/index.htm
This clearance can be completed online with a response
usually the same day. You may also print and complete
the form and send it to the address indicated on
it. Results take 3-5 weeks to be returned.

Attendance and Truancy – Absence from school can
certainly have a negative impact on academic
achievement.
While
special
circumstances
do
occasionally arise, Indiana County has recommended
that each district implement the Indiana County Truancy
Referral protocol.
 Accumulation of 10 absences (excused or
unexcused) may require submission of a
medical excuse for each subsequent absence.
 On the 4th day after an absence occurs, if a
valid excuse is not submitted, the absence is
deemed unexcused.
 The following will occur beginning with the 3rd
unexcused incident:
o 3rd – Official notice of child’s third
unlawful absence is sent home via
certified letter and Children and Youth
Services (CYS) is notified
o 4th – A Truancy Elimination Plan (TEP)
is developed
o 5th – Charges are filed with the
magistrate
for
each
subsequent
unexcused absence
o 6th – A truancy Referral is sent to CYS

Criminal Background check by PA state police Act 34

https://epatch.state.pa.us/Home.jsp;jsessionid=0AA0F25
3556794EBC86C4FE9EBC48D20
To do this online, fill out the required information. You
will have the results back in a matter of minutes. Print
several copies of the results from the screen or save
it as a PDF file to be accessed later because the
watermark in the printout will not show if copied. You
may also submit it the form by mail with results received
in a few weeks.
FBI Fingerprint clearance Act 114
Go https://www.pa.cogentid.com/index_pde.htm and
click "register online", pay the fee and input your
information. Then print the confirmation information and
take it to one of the fingerprinting locations listed on the
site. (Locally, fingerprinting can be done at ARIN
IU. Call 724-463-5300 to make an appointment.)
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SOME HELPFUL TIPS TO START OFF THE YEAR!
Encourage your child to get enough sleep. At least 10 hours of sleep each night is a good rule of thumb – more sleep is
even better if possible.
 Start the day off with a nutritious breakfast. Remember breakfast is available here at school as well.
 Provide a nutritious lunch for your child. If your child buys lunch, review the menu together and discuss making
wise, healthy selections.
 Encourage your child to drink water throughout the day to help avoid dehydration, irritated throat, and coughs.
 Help to keep your child’s stress level down through good communication and consistently reviewing your family’s
schedule.
 Remember to encourage your child to exercise regularly for better health.
 Tennis shoes are the appropriate footwear for physical education. Please encourage your child to wear tennis
shoes to gym class to avoid foot and ankle injuries.
Building Security - Our school is locked at all times. Please enter our school using the main entrance. Press the buzzer
outside the main entrance door and identify yourself to the office secretary. You will then be admitted to the building,
providing you called in advance to set up an appointment.
All visitors to the building must proceed directly to the main office to sign in and receive a visitor’s badge. Please do not
proceed through the building without signing in at the office. For student safety and building security it is essential that we
know who is in the building at all times.
If you are dropping something off for your student’s class or for your child, please permit our staff to be of service in
delivering the items with the least amount of interruption to teacher instruction and student learning.
2018-2019 Student Accident Insurance
If you wish to purchase the Voluntary Student Accident Insurance for your child, a brochure and enrollment form can be
found on the school district website, www.iasd.cc in the Students & Parents tab.
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CLASSROOM NEWS
4th Grade
Math
In math, fourth graders kicked off the school year learning different ways to represent multi-digit numbers. In October, we
will expand upon properties of multiplication and division and practice our math fact fluency. We will also explore factors
and multiples, prime and composite numbers, and multiplication as it relates to basic measurement. There will be a fun
incentive for students who can master their multiplication facts by the end of the month! We are a couple weeks in to our
new math program, Zearn! This has been a great online math component to help students explore number patterns and
build on skills learned in class. Students can log on to Zearn at home if you'd like them to "show you around" the
program; however, we still ask that lessons be completed at school. iReady Math and STMath are great programs to use
at home if you'd like the extra math practice!
Science and Social Studies
Fourth grade has recently finished their study of the Northeast region. The students enjoyed their first train tour
experience. Also, the lighthouse projects look beautiful in the Eisenhower lobby! During the month of October, we will
begin our study of the Midwest region followed by the Southwest region. We will continue to learn about the states and
capitals of these regions, as well as the land, water, and tourist attractions. As a friendly reminder, please remember to
have your son or daughter review the study guides and Quizlet study sets for tests. Happy trails!
English / Language Arts
Ms. Beard, Mrs. Bender and Mr. Rado couldn’t be happier with the start to the school year. Students have been busy
demonstrating their abilities in reading, writing and oral speaking. The teachers completed the individualized Fountas and
Pinnell placement tests which will aid in differentiating instruction for all students. Students also completed the online iReady reading diagnostic which nicely meets the needs of individual students when working on the program throughout
the year. We encourage students to read on a daily basis and challenge them to read, read, read at home. As always, we
thank parents in advance for their support.

5th Grade
Math
Welcome back to a new school year. Our fifth graders are busy learning about decimals numbers and how decimal
representations for numbers are used all the time in our everyday lives. A reason for this is that decimals are much easier
to “visualize” than fractions. You can help by looking for real world connections with your child. Encourage your child
watch the decimals when pumping gas, while looking at the sports page, or while shopping. Now that they know what to
look for, they’ll notice decimals are everywhere!
Science
What’s a variable? This is the question the fifth graders are learning about in their science classes. The students began
creating pendulums and experimenting with changing a variable to determine how the change affected their outcome.
This week the students are exploring the meaning of capacity and learning about buoyancy to discover why some things
float and other do not.
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Social Studies
The fifth grade will be studying the 13 American Colonies and the events that led up to the French and Indian War. We
are anxiously preparing for our trip to fort Ligonier where we will learn all about what happened there during the war.
English / Language Arts
The fifth grade ELA teachers are excite about the new year and the activities they have planned for their students.
Students have been practicing their reading skills through interactive group activities and participating in reading and
language mini-lessons throughout the class. Students are also reading books based on their interest and reading level.
Mr. Morrow’s reading students are also invited to go for the gold and join the Olympic Book Club, and Mrs. Walker’s
reading students were invited to participate in the 30 Book Challenge!
Art
Welcome! As a new school year begins, I would like to take this opportunity to familiarize you with the format of art
classes at Eisenhower. Throughout the year, your child will explore how art impacts and enriches people’s lives.
Instruction will not be solely based on art projects. Learners will discuss, analyze, and critique art, as well as use art to
reflect and make connections. Additionally, your child will be expected to contribute to a safe and productive studio
environment.
Art grades are based on projects, quizzes, written assignments, class activities, and “studio habits”. These studio habits
reflect visual arts standards and are based on the following:
1)
2)
3)

Respecting self, others, objects, and time
Keeping self, materials, and workspaces clean
Properly handling and preserving his/her work

Each child begins the marking quarter with 20 “studio points”. In the event that one or more of the above habits are not
practiced during a class meeting, points are deducted from his/her studio habit grade.
Currently in the art room:
th

th

4 grade learners are building their art vocabulary by working with the different elements of art. 5 grade learners are
diving deep into the element of color and the science behind mixing different types of colors to achieve different results.
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at jrinkevich@iasd.cc. I look forward to working with you and
your child to make the 2018-2019 school year a fun and educational one!
Dr. Rinkevich
Physical Education
Our Phys Ed classes are off to a great start! Students started the year with an Intro to PE class, We are starting the year
working on cooperative games to get the students back into activity and reminding them about teamwork and good
sportsmanship. All of the students have been working great together.
Students have been encouraged to participate in The Healthy Kids Running Series at Mack Park. This series takes place
on Sunday evenings at 4:30. The series runs on the following dates: Sept 16th, 23rd, 30th, Oct 7th, and 14th.
Students will be bringing home an extra credit assignment, I am challenging my 4th and 5th graders to “Jog the District
Twice” by participating in different forms of physical activity equaling ½ - 1 mile. This will begin in October in an effort to
increase physical activity outside of school. A complete explanation about the activity will be coming home within the next
week.
Students are expected to be prepared for class by wearing the proper clothing and shoes. Please be sure that your
student is wearing tennis shoes on PE days. In the gym, students are expected to practice safety, sportsmanship,
respect, and to always give their best effort. All of these expectations will culminate into their grade for the grading period.
Mrs. Popson

9

BCIT
Welcome to BCIT (Business, Computer, and Information Technology) class! Over the course of the year, the students will
learn many useful computer skills to help them at school and home. Some of these topics include how to type correctly
and how to use software programs such as Google Docs, Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, and Excel.
Please help me in emphasizing to all students the importance of using the equipment properly and staying on task in
class. Also, students are not allowed make any changes to the settings on the equipment without permission (display
settings, sound, arrangement of icons, etc.). We have much to learn, and having as few technical issues as possible
makes this easier. Thank you for your help in conveying this important message!
Mrs. Peightal

A NOTE FROM THE PODIUM

The Eisenhower Elementary Music Program is up and running with creativity, performance, and music making! Our
Instrumental Music Program commenced with lessons starting at the beginning of September with beginners and students
that are continuing their music making talents from last year. All of the students, and the teacher, are excited to start the
year off right with great performances in lessons and full ensemble rehearsals. This year, our music program is full of
performance opportunities for the students. Any student still interested in joining our Band or String program are welcome
to talk to Mr. Kemerer for more information. Students currently enrolled in the program are to remember their instrument
on their lesson day and full ensemble day. Home practice is essential to the success of our instrumental program and
th
that is motivated by the teacher, student, and parents at home. Our 4 grade general music classes are exploring various
th
genres of music as they continue their study on meter, phrasing, and eighth note rhythms. In 5 grade general music we
are currently exploring 3/4 meter through Austrian Folk songs, tone color, performing on Orff instruments, melody and
phrases, along with rhythmic review. Both of our Choruses are already focusing on our Winter Showcase Concert which
is scheduled for December 4th at 7:00 pm at the Jr. High. More information on this concert will be sent home soon!
We’re looking forward to a great year!
Mr. Kemerer
Library
Did you know October is National Book Month? So…grab a spine and grow your mind! Our library classes are off to a
great year of reading. Thus far, students have reviewed book check-out procedures, reading routines and library
expectations. The 4/5 elementary library curriculum includes a major emphasis on information literacy, which is the ability
to identify, find, understand, evaluate and use information. Later in the year we will be relying on various information
literacy skills as we work to complete a collaborative research project in each grade level. We will also focus on digital
citizenship and explore various literary genres throughout the year. Currently we are working with Destiny/Destiny Quest
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to search for desired books and/or information, plus how to navigate the library to locate needed items. Students can
easily search Destiny/Destiny Quest using their Lexile level and/or Guided Reading level to aid in using the I-PICK (Good
Fit Books) strategy. Destiny easily supports ELA initiatives like Daily 5 and Guided Reading. Ask your child/children to
show you have they can search for books on Destiny/Destiny Quest at their individual reading level from home!
Additionally, Eisenhower is participating in Funding Factory again this year. Funding Factory is a school fundraising
program, which enables our school to purchase new technology, Ellison dies, plus sports and games items. Please send
in your used inkjet cartridges & toner cartridges, cell phones, digital cameras, iPods/MP3 players and GPS devices, so we
can recycle the items with Funding Factory and earn new items for teachers and students!
If you have any questions feel free to contact me at school or via e-mail at kgreene@iasd.cc .
KEEP CALM, and READ ON--Mrs. Greene

Notes from the Nurse:
Hello Parents!
As we enter our full second month of school, we also anticipate some health concerns that may accompany this time of
year. I’ve included some information for you regarding some common issues encountered in the fall: hand, foot and mouth
disease (HFM) and head lice. Our goal is to keep the children healthy, in school and ready to learn. I hope you find this
information helpful. As always, don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.
Hand Foot and Mouth Disease (HFM)
What is it?
HFM is a relatively common viral illness affecting young children and sometimes adults. It usually begins with a fever,
fatigue and/or sore throat. After a few days, blisters may develop on the hands, feet or inside the mouth. The virus is
mainly transmitted through respiratory secretions through coughing, sneezing and saliva. Blisters may be present on the
skin for seven or more days. There is no treatment for HFM disease as it is a mild, self-limiting virus. As always, please
refer to your child’s physician for further care or if you have any additional questions.
What can we do?
-Encourage good hand washing and covering coughs/sneezes to prevent transmission in school. Also, encourage them to
not pick at the blisters.
-If your child develops a fever (100.4 F or greater) do not send them to school until they are fever free without the use of
Tylenol/Advil for 24 hours.
-Your child will be sent home from school if he/she presents with a fever. This is per Indiana Area School District policy.
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Other Health Information
-Do not send your child to school if: vomiting, diarrhea, excessive coughing or fever (100.4 F or greater).
-Please notify me if your child has any change in health status.
-Medications: Very important! Please adhere to the IASD medication policy for all prescription and over-the-counter
medications that your child must take at school. We require a physician’s order, parent authorization form as well as the
medication sent in the original container labeled by the pharmacy. Medication Packets can be found in the main office and
the nurse’s office, Please let me know if you need a packet sent home with your child. We CANNOT administer any
medications until all of the items are received.
If your child isn’t feeling well in the morning, please do not tell them to go see the nurse and she will send you home. We
have specific guidelines that we must follow for sending students home. If they don’t meet these guidelines, they will be
encouraged to go back to class. Our goal is to keep them healthy and in school!
Thank you again for your support in keeping our students healthy!
Mrs. Small and I look forward to caring for your children again this year! Please feel free to contact me directly if you have any
questions.
Respectfully,
Mrs. Nicole Reilly, RN
Certified School Nurse
nreilly@iasd.cc
(724) 463-8566 ext. 5
Mrs. Anita Small, LPN
asmall@iasd.cc
(724) 463-8566 ext. 4
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Dates to Remember:
Homecoming Spirit Week: Monday October 1 - Thursday October 4 (details attached)
PTA Meeting/Homeroom Parent Party Planning: Wednesday, October 10 @ 6:30 pm - Ben Franklin Cafeteria
Show and a Snack: Thursday, October 25 @ 3:40-6:00 pm - Ben Franklin
Chipotle Fundraising Night: Tuesday, October 23 @ 4:00-8:00 pm - Chipotle Oakland Ave
Reflections Program: Thursday, November 1 @ 6:30 pm - Ben Franklin Gymnasium
Join the Ben Franklin/Eisenhower PTA Today! The PTA hosts many events and provides great opportunities to spend
time at the school with your child, interact with teachers, and make new friends. Parents, grandparents, neighbors,
teachers, and staff are all invited to join. Membership is just $7.00 per year per member and enrollment is open yearround. The PTA welcomes all levels of involvement—whether it may be some of your time, donation of supplies or food
items for various events. There is a place for everyone! The more members we have the greater benefits we can offer our
children. The first Parent Planning meeting to plan for the student fall/winter classroom parties is scheduled for
Wednesday, October 10th. You must be a PTA member to take part in the class party. If you need an application, there
are copies available in both school offices and included at the end of this newsletter. You may also pay dues thru our new
online platform, MemberHub. See information below. Please be sure to check with the secretary to see that your
clearances are on file and up-to-date. Thank you for all you do for the children of Ben Franklin and Eisenhower schools.
Any questions, contact: Amy Montgomery 724-840-3330 amymont125@gmail.com
Want to help with your child's classroom party? Join us for the Parent Homeroom Party Planning Meeting following
the General Membership meeting on October 10 in the Ben Franklin Cafeteria. This portion will likely begin around 7:007:15pm. All parents from both schools who are interested in helping (plan/volunteer/donate) should plan to attend this
event. There is a change in the way parties will be held this year, the themes and dates of the parties will be different for
each school. Fall Harvest parties are scheduled for Ben Franklin students on Tuesday 11/20 and Eisenhower students will
have Winter Wonderland parties on Friday 12/21.
MEMBERHUB: MemberHub is new this year and is an online platform recommended by the State PA PTA in an effort to
'go green'. We are attempting to utilize it to enroll all of our PTA Members and use it as our primary means of
communication this year. The site has 'HUBS' for each PTA sponsored event and one for every homeroom teacher.
Please join the hubs for which you wish to receive communication and information for volunteering. You can add or
remove yourself from a hub at any time. These hubs will contain the other PTA parents in your classroom. Use this site to
send emails, post ideas, and generate party donation sign-ups. You will also find a directory of all PTA members at our
schools, a calendar of our events, receive reminders for sign-ups, click links to access required clearances and our
fundraising sites, locate our meeting minutes, pay your PTA membership dues and more! The link to join is
https://bf-ike.memberhub.com/join/i5shha
If you have any questions, please contact Lisa at pta.bf.ike@gmail.com.
FUNDRAISING: Our 2nd annual OPT-OUT Fundraiser is going on now. If you would rather not sell items as fundraisers,
you can directly donate to the PTA and we receive 100% of the donation and it is tax deductible for you! Forms went
home with students or are available in the school offices.
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The SCHWANS Fundraiser is also going on now! If you order from Schwan's foods, the PTA can receive up to 40% from
your order! If you purchase a $25 E-gift card, they will donate $10 to our PTA. You can then use that card to purchase
food items...or buy one for a family member who enjoys Schwan's! We also receive 20% donation from food purchases
(this includes ones made using the E-gift card for the amount over the $25). This offer is only for a limited time. Please
spread the word to family, friends, and co-workers! You can order online or by phone, just be sure to use our Campaign
ID to give proper credit:
schwans-cares.com/c/41821 or call 1-855-870-7208 and give Campaign ID 41821
Thanks in advance for all your contributions! Everything is put back into our students to give them many wonderful
opportunities during the school year! We appreciate the help!
HOMECOMING SPIRIT WEEK: We have planned a week of fun events at the school for students in honor of
homecoming.
Monday 10/1: Color Wars! Each grade is given a specific color to wear. Dress in as much of your color as you can, make
the color show from head to toe!
4th Grade: Red

5th Grade: Black

Tuesday 10/2: Turn Back Tuesday! Dress in attire from another era! Make it fun!
Wednesday 10/3: Wacky Wednesday! Crazy hair, crazy socks, you name it... be wacky!
Thursday 10/4: Indiana Pride! Show your School Spirit and wear Indiana clothing or your school colors of red, black, and
white.
Friday 10/5: No school
SHOW AND A SNACK will be held at Ben Franklin School on Thursday, October 25 immediately after school. Students
from both schools are able to participate, and those at Eisenhower will be transported by bus to Ben Franklin. The cost is
$5.00. Watch for further information to be sent home with students.
REFLECTIONS: The Reflections program is a National PTA program that recognizes achievements in the area of the
arts. The students have been informed about the program at school and received a Reflections packet to bring home. Any
student from Pre-K thru 5th grade are encouraged to participate. The theme for this year is "Heroes Around Us" and
students can create an original work of art in one of the following areas: dance choreography, film production, literature,
music composition, photography, 2D art, and 3D art. Encourage your child's artistic creativity! All art submissions need to
be turned in to the office by October 17th. Any questions can be directed to Gigi Donatelli at gdonatelli524@hotmail.com.
Please remember to mark Thursday, November 1st on your calendar for the Reflections Program when we celebrate
all of our participants. All participants’ artwork will be on display and awards will be presented at that time. The program
will begin at 6:30 pm in the Ben Franklin Gymnasium. Refreshments will be provided.
CHIPOTLE NIGHT! Join us at Chipotle on Tuesday, October 23 any time between 4:00pm and 8:00pm. You can
feed your family while supporting the Ben Franklin/Eisenhower PTA. If you eat at Chipotle during this time, be sure to
mention that you are supporting the PTA and 33% of all proceeds will be donated to our school! Flyers will be coming
home with your child prior to the event. Credit will only be given if you show your flyer or mention our PTA to the
cashier upon checkout. Online orders will not count unless you choose the option to pay in store at pickup and
then mention the PTA at time of checkout. This is a very simple way for us to raise funds, so tell all your friends and
coworkers to eat at Chipotle on October 23! Spread the word!
Our SCHOOL SPIRIT STORE is open again! Be ready for Homecoming Spirit Week by ordering your School Spirit
apparel now to get it in time for Homecoming. The website is offering FREE SHIPPING from now until October 1 in honor
of our Homecoming event. There are new designs for this year and include designs for Ben Franklin, Eisenhower, and the
Indiana School District. You can customize your own shirt, pants, bags, etc. They have a large variety of items to
personalize just the way you want. The website for ordering is http://indianaspiritwear.com. Anyone can order, so share
the website with family and friends who want to show their Indiana Pride!
REFUNDING: Have you been saving your Box Tops, Coke Rewards, and Tyson labels? Our fall refunding contest has
started and will end on Friday, October 26. Participating in our refunding program provides our school with additional
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funds that are used to offset the cost of supplies and activities for our children. How can you help? All you have to do is
clip BoxTops or Tyson labels from products, in addition to any unredeemed Coke rewards codes and send them to school
with your child. Make sure to include the paper with your child's name, classroom, and grade in the bag with these items.
This helps us to make sure that your child's homeroom class receives the credit that they deserve for the contest. All
BoxTops, Coke Rewards, and Tyson labels will count toward your classrooms totals. The winning classroom will earn a
prize of the teacher’s choice. Thank you for your support of this profitable and beneficial program.
AMAZON SMILE: If you are an Amazon shopper, you can support our school by simply adding Ben Franklin Eisenhower
PTA as your chosen charity! Amazon will donate a percentage of sales back to us if purchases are made thru the Amazon
smile link. Bookmark the link below and use it when you shop at Amazon. Share the link with family and friends!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/46-5576219
SHUTTERFLY: There is now a link to support our school if you shop at Shutterfly as well! Use the link for our storefront
when you place an order thru Shutterfly, and a portion of the proceeds will be donated to us!
http://bf-ike.shutterflystorefront.com/

Like us on Facebook! Ben Franklin Eisenhower PTA
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October is a beautiful time of the year in Indiana County. It is a time of the year that “change” is evident as we look
outside and view the beautiful changing of the leaves colors. This is a great opportunity to look at ourselves and reflect on
the changes we have made during 2018.
Also, it reminds us of how thankful we are to have our family and friends to support our growth. Please take a moment to
think back on your child’s first day of kindergarten and reflect on how much they have changed. Don’t forget to share with
your children some of the special times.

The Eisenhower Eagles Elite Assembly was held on Friday, September 21 to kick off the schoolwide positive support
activities. The teachers explained how to earn elite Eisenhower eagles by displaying positivity, politeness and
preparedness. Several of the students put on skits to show what each of the characteristics could look like, and to
encourage all of the students to work toward displaying these traits on a daily basis.

Eisenhower has had a generous donation of new winter coats of various sizes and colors for both boys and girls. If you
are interested please don’t hesitate to call the school counselor or the school nurse.
I can be reached at Eisenhower Elementary – 724-463-8566 extension 6203 (option 1)
Please don’t hesitate to call if you have any questions, suggestions, and/or concerns. Ms. Ambrisco
bambrisco@iasd.cc
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October 2018
Sun

7

14

21

28

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1
SPIRIT WEEK

2
SPIRIT WEEK

3
SPIRIT WEEK

4
SPIRIT WEEK

5

Day 4

Day 5

Day 1

Day 2

IAHS Homecoming

8
NO SCHOOL FOR
STUDENTS
ACT 80

9

10
PTA mtg. at Ben
Franklin, 6:30 p.m.

11

12
Ft. Ligonier Field
Trip (5th grade)

Day 3

Day 4

Day 5

Day 1

15

16

17

18

19

Day 2

Day 3

Day 4

22

23
Chipotle Fundraiser
4-8 p.m. @ Chipotle

24

Day 2

Day 3

Day 4

Day 5

29

30

31

November 1

Day 4

Reflections
Program, 6:30 p.m.
at Ben Franklin

Day 5

25

Day 3

6
IUP homecoming
Parade, 10:00 a.m.

13

20

Day 1

26

Show and a Snack at
Ben Franklin, 4-6 p.m.

Picture Make Up Day

Day 2

NO SCHOOL FOR
STUDENTS
ACT 80

Sat

Day 1

27

EISENHOWER ELEMENTARY, SCHOOL I.D. 20054
Dear Supporter:
Welcome back to the start of a new school year and to a new year of A+ School Rewards! This year’s A+
Program runs from September 7, 2018 through March 16, 2019.
Our school Eisenhower Elementary School , ID#: 20054 has the opportunity to participate in and earn
CASH from A+ School Rewards, a great fundraising program run through your local Giant!
Former Supporters:
You DO NOT need to re-register your card if your school selection(s) remains the same as last year.
New Supporters or Existing Supporters Wishing to Make Changes:
 Beginning August 3, 2018, visit giantfoodstores.com and select “SIGN IN” at the top right to log
into your online account. Once logged in, select “MY ACCOUNT”, followed by “MANAGE MY
ACCOUNT”, then “REWARDS & SAVINGS” to select your school.
 If you do not have an online account, visit giantfoodstores.com and click “REGISTER”. Follow
the prompts to create your online account. Once logged in, follow the same instructions as
noted above.
 You’ll need your 11-digit BONUSCARD® number and the School ID number. If you need
assistance, call 1-888-814-4268 option 1.
To earn points:
 Use your registered BONUSCARD® each time you shop at any Giant, and you will earn CASH for
our school. You can confirm your school selection by logging into your account.
 At the end of each month, your points are calculated and converted to CASH rewards. These
CASH rewards for our school are updated monthly. You can track our progress when you sign in
to your online account.
 Our school will receive one CASH rewards check at the end of the program and can use this
cash for any of our educational needs.
Also, please encourage your family members and friends to support our school. This could result in
more cash rewards for our school!
Thank you for supporting our school.
Sincerely,
Eisenhower Elementary School
724-463-8566
1-877-275-2758
giantfoodstores.com/aplus
askaplus@cranecommunications.com

2nd Annual
Ben Franklin Eisenhower PTA
2018-2019 Direct Donation
Fundraiser
This OPT-OUT fundraiser went over well for us last year, so we are doing
it again! For those of you who do not care for fundraisers and selling items
to friends and family, we are holding our 2nd Annual Direct Donation
Drive! You can help the PTA- with NOTHING to SELL!! You can make
a direct contribution to our school, which is greatly appreciated, and then
disregard the fundraising packets knowing you've already helped!
WE NEED YOUR HELP TO KEEP OUR STUDENT OPPORTUNITIES AND EVENTS GOING!
EXAMPLES HOW THE PTA USED THE MONEY LAST YEAR:
Field trips & Buses: $9,950
Carnegie Science Center Assemblies: $1,100
Student Planners: $2,085
Awards Programs: $787
HOW THIS FUNDRAISER BENEFITS YOU:
NOTHING TO SELL!! 100% Tax Deductible
100% of the money collected goes toward our school
Donations can be returned in an envelope, labeled for Ben Franklin Eisenhower PTA, or they may be dropped off
directly to the main office at either school.
Please be sure to fill out all information below and make checks payable to "Ben Franklin Eisenhower PTA"

____________________________________________
I appreciate what our PTA does for my student(s) and our school and I would like to contribute.
Enclosed please find a gift of:
_____$20

_____$30

_____$50

_____$40

_____$75

$_________ I love the idea of having nothing to buy or sell!
(Enter Your Own Amount)

Name:___________________________________ Student Name:_______________________________
Email:________________________________________ HomeRoom:_____________________
Thank you for your support!!!
Please make any checks payable to "Ben Franklin Eisenhower PTA"

Help us raise money with delicious food delivered to your door.
You have been invited to support our Schwan's Cares™ fundraiser for Ben Franklin Eisenhower PTA.
Shop online from over 300 high-quality foods that go from the freezer to table in minutes. With Schwan's
a quality meal is always within reach.

®

foods,

When you order by Jan 19 2019, a percentage of your order will be contributed towards our fundraising goal!

Here are two ways to support us:
Order Online
1.
2.
3.
4.

Visit schwans-cares.com/c/41821
Click "Shop Now".
Select team member (if applicable).
Start Shopping!

Order By Phone
Call 1-855-870-7208 and provide,
Campaign ID 41821 and,
Fundraiser ID (if applicable).

IASD 2018-2019
TESTING, MEASUREMENT, AND INDIVIDUAL APPRAISAL PROGRAM
Test

Administered

Grade
Level

W-APT

Throughout the year
upon enrollment

Phelps Kindergarten Readiness Scale

Spring

Speech/Language Screening

January/February

DIBELS & Number Knowledge Test

Periodically according to
RtII

K-2

Assessment of progress in reading and math
concepts

I Ready Math and Reading along with Fountas &
Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System

3-4 times throughout the
school year

K-5

Measures progress over time in reading, math, and
language arts

Classroom Diagnostic Tests

On going

4-12

On-line diagnostic tests in Math, Language Arts,
Social Studies and Science

Keystone Exams (Winter) Wave I
Algebra I, Biology, Literature

December 3-14, 2018

7-11

Keystone Eligible Content/Retakes

Keystone Exams (Spring)
Algebra I, Biology, Literature

May 13-24, 2019

7-11

Keystone Eligible Content/End of Course
Assessment

PSSA English Language Arts (ELA)

April 15 - 26, 2019

3-8

PSSA Mathematics
Science
All Make-ups (ELA, Math, Science)

April 29 – May 3, 2019

Assessment of Writing achievement and Reading
comprehension
Assessment of Math concepts/problem solving
Assessment of Science

PASA – PA Alternate System of Assessment

TBD

ACCESS for ELLs (WIDA)
PSAT

January 8, 2019 to
February 22, 2019
Fall

PSAT 8/9

Fall

AGS Grade + (Group Reading & Diagnostic
Evaluation)
HEALTH SCREENING:
Medical Exam (Private or at school)
Dental Exam (Private or at school)
Body Mass Index
Vision, Height, Weight
Hearing Test
Scoliosis Screening

Spring

Life Steps Screenings

Fall

PreK

To determine need for OT, PT, Speech and/or
Autism services

Assessment Status Reports/Child Outcomes
Report/Creative Strategies

Fall/Winter/Spring

Prek

Assessment of the following categories: SocialEmotional, Physical, Language, Cognitive, Literacy,
Mathematics, Science & Technology, Social Studies,
the Arts, and English Language Acquisition as
necessary

Note: Dates may be subject to change.

K-12

Purpose

Prior to
entrance
2

3-8
4&8

3-8, 11
4 and 8
K-12
ESL students
10, 11
9
Title I
Students

Screening tool to determine English as a Second
Language needs
Assessment of readiness skills;
Title I identification
Assessment of speech and/or language difficulties

Measures the attainment of knowledge and skills of
students with cognitive disabilities (IDEA ’97)
Assessment of English language acquisition
Assessment of reading, writing and math skills to
determine early indicators of SAT success
Career Exploration
To determine growth in vocabulary, comprehension
& listening skills

During school
K or 1, 6, 11
K or 1, 3, 7
K – 12
K – 12
K – 3, 7, 11
6, 7
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