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ALL CONCERTS BEGIN AT 7:00 pm
(Unless otherwise noted)
Date
12/4/18
12/4/18
12/4/18
12/5/18
12/5/18
12/5/18
12/6/18
12/10/18
12/11/18
12/11/18
12/12/18
12/12/18
12/12/18
12/12/18
12/13/18
12/17/18
12/18/18
12/18/18
12/18/18
12/18/18
12/19/18
12/19/18
12/20/18
1/9/19
1/14/19
1/16/19
2/9/19

Place
EIS
RIS
RIS
EIS
RIS
RIS
WHS
EIS
EIS
RIS
Jefferson
McKinley
RIS
Tamaques
WHS
Franklin
EIS
EIS
Franklin
Wilson
McKinley
Washington
WHS
WHS
WHS
WHS
WHS

Performance
6th Grade Chorus & Orchestra
6th & 8th Grade Chorus
6th & 8th Grade Orchestra @ 8:00 pm
7th Grade Chorus & Orchestra
7th Grade Chorus & Sharps and Flats
7th Grade Orchestra & Early Morning Orchestra @ 8:00 pm
Orchestra
Franklin, Tamaques, Washington & Wilson Intermediate Strings
6th & 7th Grade Band
Concert Bands
5th Grade Band, Chorus & Orchestra
Chorus
Jazz Ensembles
Band & Chorus
Band
Intermediate Band
8th Grade Chorus, Band & Orchestra @ 6:45
Broadway Singers, Jazz Band & Symphony Orchestra @ 8:15
Chorus
Band & Chorus
Intermediate Band & Orchestra
Band & Chorus
Chorus
District Band Night
District Orchestra Night
District Choral Night
Choir Night of Love Songs

ALL City Auditions will be starting soon
Please contact your child’s elementary
music teacher for more information

Please see page 6
and 21 for
information on
Christmas Tree
Disposal
Services…..
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Westfield
High School
Art
Sophomore, Addy Earnst’s artwork
was chosen for this year’s Winter
Concert program cover. The covers
will be used district wide, for all the
upcoming Winter Concerts.

Congratulations Addy!

Composition students have just
wrapped up an intense study of
historical armatures. They are now
investigating notan. Acrylic painting
starting value massing will be next.

Advanced Portfolio Prep & Art
History- Art IV students have just
finished an extended period of
creating
self-directed
artworks.
Marking period two focuses on art
history, using the Visual Thinking
Strategies and critiques in the
Formal Critical Method. Individual
works will be completed at home to
continue the development of
students’ portfolios.

Drawing students are learning new
technical drawing skills as they
study the Indicators of Depth. In
class, students continue to do short
studies as they are introduced to
techniques and indicators. Longer
homework drawings with student
selected subject matter are being
created.
As
techniques
and
indicators are internalized students
will begin to create more extended,
finished drawings and explore a
variety of media.
The Computer Graphic Design I
classes have been transitioning from
traditional media to computers.
They previously created hard carved
blocks of type, based on traditional
printing press type that matched a
font from a specific period of art or
design from the 20th century. Using
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traditional
relief
printmaking
techniques
they
created
experimental relief prints using the
hand carved blocks of type. Next
they were asked to choose an
animal grouping… for example “A
Murder of Crows”, or “A Conspiracy
of Lemurs”. Many of the names for
these animal groupings go back as
far as the Medieval period. The
students were asked to create a
poster on the computer using Adobe
Photoshop with original illustrations,
and scans of their hand carved
letters representing their animal
names. In addition, they had to
stylistically tie the illustration, font
style, colors, etc., to a period of art
or design from the 20th century.
The finished results were very
inventive and lots of fun.

Ceramics 1 students have almost
completed the Pinch Pot Unit. They
will soon be done glazing their
Joined Pinch Pot Sculptures. They
began the Slab Unit by creating a
decorative Plate using some form of
their name or nickname. They will
then take their newly learned slab
rolling skills and create a wall
hanging of any word they found
inspirational or meaningful. Each
letter of their word had to have a
different texture rolled, pressed, or
drawn into the surface.
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Students in Crafts are close to
completing the Fibers Unit. They
learned how to create an original
creature using a pattern and how to
hand sew using various stiches.
Then, they learned the techniques
for creating a macramé bracelet and
how to read a macramé pattern.
Students will be finishing out the
Fibers unit by creating a 3-D Needle
Felted Animal along with creating an
environment for their chosen
animal. The animals are made with
raw wool and cotton roving, but the
environments will be made from
upcycled and recycled materials.
Make sure to check out the District
Art Show in May to see some
completed projects.
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WHS Concert Bands
The
WHS
Wind
Ensemble,
Symphonic Band, and Concert Band
are off to a wonderful start for the
2018/19 school year. All three
ensembles are preparing literature
for their December 13th concert,
which will be held in the high school
auditorium at 7pm.
On December 8th, the following
WHS band students will travel to JP
Stevens High School to audition for
the CJMEA honor ensembles.
Robbie Strauss - Flute/Piccolo
Amira Lee - Flute
Jia Lin - Flute
Angela Wang - Flute
Olivia Conti - Flute
Sara Shen - Flute
Noelle Shih - Flute
Rachel Hu - Flute
Ashley Hu - Flute
Tia Lemberg - Oboe
Valerie Chang - Oboe
Kailey Zhao - Bassoon
Morgan Rollins - Bassoon
Jamie Beyert - Clarinet
Andy Zhao - Clarinet
Amanda Latowsky - Alto Clarinet
Matthew Paden - Alto Sax
Amanda Paden - Alto Sax
Clea Dumuynck - Tenor Sax
Aprina Wang - French Horn
Kate Murphy - French Horn
Jasni McGrail - French Horn
Bryan Raber - Trumpet
Austin Chen - Trumpet
Jason Paden - Trumpet
Duncan Cook - Trumpet
Karl Peter - Trumpet
Max Tennant - Trumpet
Zach Fischer - Trombone
Conor Daly - Trombone
Tom Greene - Euphonium
Majeed Assadi - Tuba
Ian Gurland - Mallets
Tommy Davis - Timpani
Michael Charlton - Timpani

December 2018-January 2019
We would like to wish all 35
students auditioning the best of luck
as they represent the WHS band!
WHS Jazz Bands
Fifty students tried out for the WHS’
three jazz bands. Now that the
rosters are set, students will begin
rehearsal in January and will
perform at regional jazz festivals
throughout the Winter and Spring.
Don’t miss the 7th annual Westfield
Jazz Night on Saturday May 11th in
the WHS Courtyard featuring jazz
bands from Roosevelt Intermediate,
Edison Intermediate and Westfield
High School.
WHS Winterguard
The Westfield High School Winter
Color Guard will begin rehearsal in
December in preparation for the
2019 competitive season. The group
will rehearse through April and will
perform at local and regional
competitions. Contact Mr. Vitale at
cvitale@westfieldnjk12.org for more
information.
WHS Marching Band
The Marching Blue Devils enjoyed
many successes this year with their
field show, “Goodbye Yellow Brick
Road.” In October, they traveled to
the University of Delaware to
compete in the Bands Of America
Regional. For the first time in school
history they cracked the top 10,
earning them a spot in the Finals
competition.

The competitive season concluded
with a performance at MetLife
stadium for USBands Open Class
National Championships!

The 2018 season continued a
pattern of substantial growth in the
program and the Blue Devils are
grateful for the support of the
WHOLE band family. From staff
members, to administrators, to
volunteers and donors, hundreds of
people made this season the best
one yet!
To keep up with all the exciting
news in the Westfield Band
program, follow online at:
www.westfieldhsbands.org

WHS Bands Friends, Family,
and Alumni

whsbandsfriendsfamilyandalumni
Westfield High School Bands
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WHS Choir
We continue working on solfege,
sight-reading and learning how to
sing the polyphonic Silver Swan in
the Mixed choir classes, which is
also one of our vehicles for class
placement next year. We have
successfully completed our first
assessment in all classes and are
preparing for our second marking
period assessment! The students
are doing well overall.

Arts a la Carte

some yummy snacks.
“Having
bonding activities creates a choir
that trusts each other and learns to
take more chances in the music.”
(Freud, 1920) Ok, not really but he
would have owned this quote if he
took choir!

It was a great turnout with about 75
men in attendance. An event that is
sure to grow each year.

Guys Night of Singing
The WHS, EIS, and RIS vocal
departments presented the first
ever “Guys Night of Singing” on
October 19th! It was a huge
success with a supportive group of
dads, uncles, brothers, alumni,
friends and even some teachers
singing along. The event included
students from 7th -12th grade,
district teachers, dads, and alumni.

District Choral Night
The students in Concert Choir,
Chorale, Blue Devil Treble and Men’s
Chorus are hard at work preparing
for our annual District Choral Night
in
the
WHS
auditorium
on
Wednesday, January 16th at 7pm. It
is an evening of song to celebrate
our young singers!

A highlight of the night was a
performance by the Rutgers Glee
club! The ladies in our lives (moms,
sisters, female teachers
and
students)
were
present for our final
performance at the end.

We have worked hard on preparing
the pieces for the Winter Concert
and are very excited to work
together with the WHS Symphony
Orchestra! We hope to bring your
family into the holidays with our
choir family’s amazing work!
Blue Devil Treble Auditions were
held in October and we began
rehearsals right away. We rehearse
every Thursday night and will
perform at the Winter Concert,
District Choral Night and Night of
Love Songs in February. But if you
can’t wait that long, we will be
singing at the Pop-Up Christmas
market downtown Westfield on
Sunday, December 2nd and 9th!
WHS Chorale performed Haydn’s
Mass in Time of War. They
performed in Plainfield in November
in the Crescent Concert Series with
the
Crescent
Singers
and
Intergenerational Orchestra. After
months of preparation (since
August!),
our
students
were
magnificent and professional. Our
own Ms. Francis was the Soprano
soloist.
WHS Choir Bonding
Our Chorale Group took a Sunday in
October to enjoy some fun at
Wightman’s Farm for some good old
fashioned pumpkin picking. The
entire
choir
is
invited
to
Friendsgiving and movie night in the
choir room on Friday November 30th
to watch “Home Alone” and share
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WHS Band & Choir Fundraiser
The Westfield High School Band and
Choir will once again be collecting
Westfield community Christmas
trees and transporting them to the
Conservation Center as a fundraiser.
Trees will be collected on Sunday
January 6th.

December 2018-January 2019
The All-Eastern Music Conference
and performances will be held at the
beginning of April in Pittsburgh, PA.
Kevin will be playing with the AllEastern Orchestra in the 1st Violin
section. Kevin is currently a senior,
treasurer of the WHS Orchestra
Leadership, and a co-concertmaster
of the Chamber Orchestra at WHS.
Congratulations, Kevin! We are all
very proud of you!

We are still looking for parent
volunteers on the Choir end to help
with this amazing fundraiser.
Students are working hard to plan
routes for a 400 tree pick-up on
January 6th!
This fundraiser supports over 400
Westfield
High
School
Music
students in reaching their musical
goals throughout the school year by
providing funding for equipment,
clinicians, and performance trips.
Thank you to the Westfield
community members who support
this effort each year by participating
in our annual pick-up!
Should
you
have
questions
regarding this event you can contact
Chris Vitale, WHS Band Director, at
908-789-4500 x4551.
WHS Orchestras
It’s the holiday season and there is
quite a bit going on in the WHS
Orchestras! Earlier this month, one
of our very own, Kevin Li was one of
three WHS Students accepted into a
prestigious All-Eastern Ensemble. An
incredible accomplishment, as AllEastern ensembles are a composed
of the best student musicians across
the East Coast, from Maine all the
way to Washington D.C.

Kevin Li ‘19 - All Eastern (left)
On November 26th, students from
both the String and Chamber
Orchestras were able to work with
Professor Chris Clark. Mr. Clark is a
professor of Chamber Music, Jazz,
and Double Bass at The College of
New Jersey. He is also an
accomplished performer and a
Grammy nominated recording artist.
Each group had the opportunity to
work with Mr. Clark for about an
hour and get positive and helpful
feedback on much of the music and
rehearsal techniques that we have
been discussing in class on a daily
basis. Thank you, Professor Clark!

There are a bunch of great events
coming on the horizon as well. Just
next week, believe it or not the
concert season will begin! Please
come out on Thursday, December
6th at 7pm for our Annual Winter
Concert! This concert is a wonderful
opportunity to see the great
progress and wonderful music that
your children have been making in
class. This is a great chance for
them to share, what should be, an
incredible musical experience. The
concert will feature music by
composers like Whitacre, Glass,
Vaughn Williams, and more! So
come out on the 6th! It will be a
great time.
Also coming up soon, is our 3rd
Annual District Orchestra Night! This
concert is a great chance for the
orchestras at RIS, EIS, and WHS to
get under one roof and play some
fun music. This year’s concert,
which will take place on Monday,
January 14th, 2019, will be called
“District Orchestra Night: At the
Movies” and will feature music from
memorable movies. For parents and
students, this a great chance to look
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The 8th grade students in Mr.
Thompson’s crafts class are in the
process of creating cut paper “mola”
designs. Molas are complex, layered
fabric designs created by the Kuna
people of Panama. The Kuna
women
wear
them
for
ornamentation. We looked at many
examples of molas. Mr. Thompson
brought in a couple of his own, so
the students could see and feel the
real thing. We noted the heavily
stylized look of the animals and
floral designs used as subject
matter. Students began drawing out
their own. We carefully cut one
layer at a time, reducing and
changing the image for each new
color. Six or seven layers later we
had dramatic and colorful finished
designs. Students did a fantastic job
cutting with patience and care. They
all look amazing!

ahead to some of the great things
your students will be doing with the
Westfield Orchestras. Or for some
this might be a good chance to
reminisce and see some familiar
faces, and relive some great middle
school memories.
We are so glad to share our good
news with you going into December.
We hope to see you at the
upcoming concerts and hope you
have a happy and healthy holiday
season.

Roosevelt
Intermediate
Art
The 7th and 8th grade students in Mr.
Greenwood’s classes have finished
their first quarter projects. The
focus of the first quarter was
discovering the Art Elements - the
principal tools artists use to control
and create their art. Commercial Art
tools and techniques were also
explored; the skills necessary to
create works for communication.
Seventh grade students made
monster movie posters. The 7th and
8th grade students also created fall
still life drawings of pumpkins and
gourds based on the principal of the
color wheel. Students were to alter
the colors in some way reflecting
how the color wheel and color
theory works and in addition create
black and white still life drawings
reflecting the work of artist Paul
Cezanne.

Arts a la Carte

The 8th grade students also took on
symbolic self-portraits based on
their personal interest. This was
done with a mixed media collage
technique while learning about the
artist Robert Rauschenberg. Finally,
8th grade students finished the
quarter with an art piece based on
the Westfield artist Charles Addams.
In conjunction with Westfield’s
Addams Fest 2018, the students
attended an art exhibition of Charles
Addams original works and were
inspired to complete satirical spooky
watercolor and pen illustrations in a
Charles Addams style.

Sixth graders in Mr. Thompson’s
have just begun a study of Van
Gogh. We had an interesting
discussion on the artist’s life and
art, looking at many paintings and
ink drawings. We focused on his
expressive use of line, noting how
he was able to use line to show
mood, texture, and even time of
day. We also reviewed the elements
that make up a landscape:
foreground, middle ground, and
background, as well as atmospheric
perspective. Students then set
about drawing their own landscape
based on examples of Van Gogh’s
work and resources from the
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Internet. We filled up our drawings
with a wide variety of textural line in
Sharpie, and will soon be in the
process of painting over the
permanent marker with watercolors.

Music
RIS Bands
The Roosevelt Bands are very
excited to present their Winter
Concert on Tuesday, December 11th
at 7pm.
All three concert bands
have spent the past several weeks
preparing a variety of challenging
repertoire. The 6th grade band will
open the concert with “The StarSpangled Banner”, under the
direction of Mr. Doyle. Ms. Karen
Hauge will then lead the ensemble
in “Dona Nobis Pacem”, a lyrical
melody that allows for the ensemble
to showcase its ability to play with
quality tone at a slow tempo. The
final piece the 6th grade will perform
is an energetic selection titled
“Festivo Fantastico”, which features
driving rhythmic motifs, accented
patterns, and a wide variety of
percussion
instruments
being
played.
The 7th grade band will begin their
portion of the concert with a medley
titled “Hannukah, Festival of Lights”.
This piece combines well known
Hebrew folk songs and challenges
students with changes in tempo,
modes, and extended range. Next,
Mr. Doyle will lead the band in a
wonderful arrangement of the

December 2018-January 2019
American folk song “All the Pretty
Little Horses”. While lyrical in
nature, this piece has several
challenging technical passages in
the woodwind section. Ms. Hauge
will lead the band in their final
piece, “Santa at the Symphony”.
This piece combines well known
classical melodies with popular
holiday tunes. Just when the listener
recognizes a tune, another one
enters, providing for an entertaining
listening experience.
The 8th grade band will perform last
at the concert. They will begin with
a medley of United States military
service songs. This medley features
the official songs of the five main
branches of our military, and will be
conducted by Mr. Brice Freeman.
Ms. Hauge will then lead the band in
Carmen Dragon’s arrangement of
“America, the Beautiful”, a beautiful
and challenging setting of the
familiar tune. Mr. Doyle will then
lead the band as they close out the
concert with “Midnight Sleighride”
from Prokofiev’s Lt. Kije Suite. This
arrangement is taken from the
Troika movement of the suite, and
is intended to paint a picture of a
fun and sometimes raucous sleigh
ride.
Veteran’s Day Assembly
On November 12th, the 8th grade
band performed at the annual RIS
Veteran’s Day Assembly, where RIS
honors and thanks a member of our
school community who has served
in the armed forces. The 8th grade
band performed a medley of service
songs, representing each branch of
our armed forces. They also
performed “America, the Beautiful”
as part of the ceremony. Trumpet
players
Jonathan
Krug,
Leo
Schwartz, and Ethan Stack played
“Taps” during a moment of solemn
remembrance.

WHS Recruitment Day
The 8th grade band will also be
participating in the WHS recruitment
day on Wednesday January 9th. The
band, chorus, and orchestra will
travel to WHS and spend an
afternoon performing with their high
school counterparts. The bands will
be rehearsing in preparation for a
performance on the evening of the
9th, where they will join the 8th
grade concert band from EIS, the
WHS Wind Ensemble, and the WHS
Marching Band for a concert in the
high school auditorium. This is a
yearly event and is an excellent
opportunity to see the wide range of
talent in the Westfield band
program. The concert begins at
7pm.
Jazz Ensembles and Afternoon
Ramble
The Roosevelt Jazz Ensembles and
Afternoon Ramble will perform their
Winter Concert on Wednesday,
December 13th at 7pm. The
Afternoon Ramble will perform their
version of the Chuck Berry classic
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“Johnny B. Goode” to start the
concert. The Jazz Combo will then
perform two blues pieces that will
feature improvised solos from each
member of the ensemble. The Jazz
Big Band will finish off the concert
with a mix of jazz standards and
arrangements of holiday favorites,
so don’t miss out!
On Friday December 21st, the Jazz
Big Band will join forces with the
Early Morning Orchestra and Sharps
and Flats on our annual elementary
school holiday tour. We will perform
at Washington, Wilson, and Franklin
elementary
schools
spreading
holiday cheer and giving the future
RIS students a taste of what the
music program has to offer. It is a
wonderful way to start the winter
break!
Mr. Doyle, Ms. Hauge, and Mr.
Freeman would like to thank the
entire Westfield community for their
continued support for our students
and the arts. We wish everyone a
safe and happy holiday season!
RIS Chorus
Our 6th grade chorus is busy
preparing for our upcoming concert,
scheduled for December 4th at 7pm.
Students enjoy learning vocal
techniques and music reading
through
fun
warm-ups
and
activities. Some of their favorites
include the “whoosh around the
room”, shake-down, and scribble.
The 7th grade chorus class has been
preparing for their Winter Concert.
Prior to that, the focus was on
rhythm where they set a pre-given
text to rhythm patterns taught in
class. The students also performed
their projects and all classes really
enjoyed
showing
off
their
knowledge of rhythm. Over the past
few weeks, we have been focused
on getting our Winter Concert music

solidified and so far they have done
a wonderful job.
Sharps and Flats had their debut
performance at the annual Veteran’s
Day Assembly. They sounded
fantastic singing through the Star
Spangled Banner and they are also
working on their Winter Concert
music
and
are
sounding
outstanding. This is one of the best
groups we have had in years. After
their December 5th concert they will
perform at the Rotary Club Holiday
Luncheon and of course the holiday
elementary
school
tour
on
December 21st. We are excited for
everyone to hear this amazing
group!
Congratulations to the 8th grade
chorus for a wonderful Veteran’s
Day Assembly Performance!
The
student speakers, performers and
organizers did a fantastic job! We
thank them for their hard work, and
for representing RIS so well!

Arts a la Carte
Edison
Intermediate
Art

Sixth grade students in Mr. Black &
Dr. Ruggieri’s classes are focusing
on the Elements of Art, deepening
their understanding of how these
basic building blocks can be used to
help create more appealing works of
art. Currently, students are focusing
on using Line and Value to create
the illusion of Form on a flat surface
in abstract works of art. They will
then continue this exploration by
learning about one point linear
perspective and how to create more
realistic looking images that have a
sense of Form.

The 8th grade chorus is busy
preparing for their
upcoming
concert, scheduled for December 4th
at 7pm.
Students are enjoying
practicing for this challenging yet
fun program.
Concert selections
include beautiful ballads, jazzy
uptempo
arrangements,
and
wonderful settings of seasonal
favorites.
Our 8th graders will also be
performing in our annual District
Choral
Night,
scheduled
for
Wednesday, January 16th at 7pm at
WHS.
Do not miss this event,
featuring Edison, Roosevelt, and
High School choral groups!

Seventh grade students are learning
about the Principles of Art including
Movement and how artists lead the
viewer’s eye through a work of art.
Learning about Op Art, students
create the illusion of movement on
their paper through the way the
lines bend and move on the page as
well as how contrast can create the
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illusion of a visual vibration on the
page which is a characteristic of Op
Art, a style of art developed in the
1960s.

Eighth grade Crafts students are
learning about the Principles of Art
known as Balance and Unity and
how to apply the concepts in the
creation of original handmade cards
and envelopes. Each student gets to
choose what occasions the cards
will be dedicated to, such as
birthdays, holidays, etc. Students
have learned how to write in
cursive, an aesthetically pleasing,
flowing style of writing. After
learning how to write in cursive and
brainstorming their ideas for their
cards, they will hand make each
card and envelope. Subsequent to
this, students learn how to properly
address an envelope as a practical
life skill. Most importantly, students
are learning how a simple gesture
such as writing a card out for
another
person
can
make
someone’s day a little bit brighter.
Listed below are three such cards.

room. We talked about how to
sketch and plan using the ellipse to
help make a 3-D form. We then
used oil pastel to show lines that
curve to follow the parallel lines of
the ellipse shape. We blended colors
and discussed color theory of what
colors can and cannot be mixed.
We then viewed two works of art
from the Expressionist period and
the Impressionist period of Art. We
are practicing using black and white
paint to form a composition with the
cylinders and the still life objects.
The students will then move onto a
drawing and painting that uses
those painting styles and the
painting skills necessary to show
value and form in their objects.
They will use acrylic paint for this
lesson and learn how to properly
manipulate and take care of their
art materials as they work. We will
end with a critique of our two
lessons.

Eighth grade students in Mrs. Frees
are learning about the history of
Mask making in cultures around the
world. They selected a subject that
interested
them
and
used
newspaper, plaster and other items
to build the masks. We then talked
about how the mask served a
purpose in society as part of a
ritual. We also discussed how we
would use and display our masks.
We are in the process of adding the
painted details and learning about
color theory, painting techniques to
show texture, and about how to
balance the mask for display in
hanging on a wall.
The 7th grade students began this
marking period with a review of the
use of the shape of an ellipse to
create a cylinder. The students are
learning to draw from observation of
a variety of recycled cylinders in the

Sixth grade students in Mrs. Frees
classes are learning about mixing
the color purple to begin studying
the color wheel and color theory.
Violet is the hardest color to make.
It requires an even amount of both
red and blue. We are learning about
this as we mix colors on paper in an
abstract way. This will later be used
as the background for a still life. We
are learning techniques of the use
of watercolor, wet on wet painting,
and creating a gradient or value.
With this first project, we are
learning much about the elements
of art, and how they are the
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language to talk about art. We will
be further practicing painting and
color mixing techniques to make an
outer space scene. We will get to
use our sense of understanding of
foreground, background and middle
ground. The lesson is a great lead in
to developing the concept of
perspective.

marching band. It was a fun day for
all students involved.

Arts a la Carte

The EIS Jazz Band has been
rehearsing every Tuesday morning
before school. The emphasis of jazz
band
this
year
has
been
improvisation. Getting students to
step out of their comfort zone and
performing
solos
has
helped
individuals gain confidence in their
ability. The Jazz Band will be going
on a tour of the south side
elementary schools on December,
21st performing for and inspiring the
future generation of band students
in Westfield.
EIS Orchestra
The Edison Intermediate School
Orchestra students have been the
fortunate recipients of 10 Snark
Tuners, purchased by the Visual and
Performing Arts Department. The
tuners attach directly to the
students’ instruments and help them
tune
more
efficiently
and
accurately.
This
has
greatly
increased our playing time in class
as well as given the orchestra
students confidence in their tuning
abilities.

Music
EIS Bands
On November 7th, the 8th grade
band had their first performance at
the EIS Veteran’s Day Assembly.
Performing for a packed house, they
played Service Song Medley and a
challenging arrangement of First
Landing Celebration by Michael
Oare. The 8th grade band has been
working very hard and was pleased
to help celebrate Veteran’s Day at
this inspiring, annual assembly.
The 8th grade students also had the
great opportunity to
perform
alongside RIS 8th grade band
members with the Award-Winning
Westfield High School Marching Blue
Devils. The students got a first-hand
look at what it’s like to be in the

The Concert Bands are in full swing
preparing for their Winter Concert.
The 8th grade band is working on a
beautiful setting of St. Florian
Chorale by Thomas Doss and the
winter classic, “Sleigh Ride.” The
7th grade band is preparing The
Original Thirteen March, Pegasus,
and The Streets of Madrid for their
holiday performance.
Accompanying the 7th grade band
on their concert, the 6th grade band
is very excited to display everything
they have done so far this year.
Having band every day has been
instrumental in their development
and they are ready to wow the
crowd showing their progress over
the last 3 months.
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The EIS Orchestra students are also
preparing for their upcoming Winter
Concerts. The 6th grade orchestra
will be performing on Tuesday,
December 4th at 7pm and the 7th
grade orchestra will be performing
on Wednesday, December 5th at
7pm. All concerts will take place in
the beautifully renovated EIS
Auditorium. Some of our selections
include Believe, from the movie The
Polar Express, as well as a Puerto
Rican Carol, A La Media Noche (At
Midnight). We look forward to
seeing
you
at
our
Winter
Performances!

Drama
Congratulations to the cast and
crew
of
Edison
Intermediate
School's Fall Drama, Aladdin. Three
amazing performances, that left the
crowd laughing throughout. What a
great job! The audience enjoyed the
characters, the jokes, lights, sets,
and sound. What a great job they
all did with over 100 in cast and
crew. They worked so hard to put
together a performance that made
Edison School proud! Great Job!

December 2018-January 2019

Aladdin Cast & Crew

Franklin
Elementary
Art
Now that the year is well under
way, the Art Room has been full of
students working hard to design
artwork using their creativity.
The 1st graders in Mrs. Hynes’ art
class have been focusing on line,
shape, pattern, color and form
during the first few months of
school. We will start building on
these elements of art in December

and January, when we create Night
Owl reliefs and Snowman Prints.
The 1st graders in Mrs. Davenport’s
class learned about symmetry with
leaves. After creating a symmetrical
leaf with black oil pastel, students
used
warm
and
cool
color
watercolor
paint
for
their
background and foreground. This
lesson also incorporated the concept
of watercolor resist with the oil
pastels. The classes have now
begun to learn about sculpture as
an art form. This introduction lead
to the students creating cornucopias
out of model magic. They learned to
roll coils of clay to create the horn,
as well as roll spheres and pinch the
clay to create the various types of
fruits and vegetables to fill their
cornucopia. We will now begin to
add color to their cornucopia with
paint.
Second grade classes completed
two texture collage artworks. For
this project, students used a variety
of everyday materials, such as
corrugated cardboard, rubber dish
mats, paper clips, plastic coins and
art sticks to create an artwork on
their choice of color paper. Students

Page 13

December 2018-January 2019
chose to keep one as is, and the
other one will be used in a paper
weaving project, which will start in
the near future.
The 3rd graders have completed
their Impossible Stack collage. This
project had the students look at
balance relating to 3-D forms they
drew.
Students arranged their
paper forms in an “impossible” way
on their paper, with them balancing
in a way that would be difficult in
real life. Shadows and highlights
were then added to help make their
work look more realistic.
This
wrapped up their observational
drawing unit. Students have now
begun their birch tree project. They
used the unconventional material of
a gift card to paint their birch trees.
Backgrounds of their choice are
starting to be created. Students
have the option of the medium to
use, as well as the realistic design
they would like to use for their
landscape.

Blending, scumbling, and stippling
will be explored.
Notan artwork is the focus of the 5th
grade classes. They are working on
creating a design, which focuses on
the concept of positive and negative
space, as well as contrast. Students
chose to use either a rectangle or
square piece of black paper to
create their design on. Once the
design is drawn, students will cut
out their design, being sure to keep
all pieces. A background paper of
their choice will showcase their
black paper design, which will have
certain parts flipping out from the
original black paper. Excellent
craftsmanship when cutting and
gluing helps to make this artwork
more advanced and eye appealing.

Music
Fourth grade is starting their
Impressionist landscape project.
After
learning
about
the
Impressionist movement, students
looked at examples of the artwork in
that style and the artists who
created them; Van Gogh, Monet,
and Seurrat.
Students used
photograph examples of landscapes
as a reference to help them draw a
landscape of their choice. Next,
students will learn several oil pastel
techniques, with their sketch in
mind. This will help them determine
which technique will work best for
certain parts of their drawing.

Tis the season to be making music,
and that’s what we’re doing here at
Franklin. In November, the 1st
graders discovered quarter notes,
paired eighth notes, and quarter
rests. From there they have been
composing their own rhythmic
ostinatos using the elemental
rhythm blocks to accompany the
poem “Nelly Bly”. They also acted
out several turkey songs to prepare
for Thanksgiving. In December,
they’ll discover the major families of
the orchestra, and in January they’ll
explore form through movement,
folk dances, and listening.
Our 2nd graders have been
composing with their new rhythm

Arts a la Carte

the half note. After exploring the
tetratonic scale, they’ve been
applying those notes to their
rhythmic compositions, which were
played on the barred instruments.

In 3rd grade, the students utilized
their new rhythm the sixteenth note
through singing, chanting, moving,
games, and composing. They
explored Piccadilly Circus and used
the elemental rhythmic blocks to
compose a new chant to accompany
the original poem. In December,
they’ll explore Benjamin Britten’s
“The Young Person’s Guide to the
Orchestra” using an online resource.

Page 14

Arts a la Carte

December 2018-January 2019
puppets. This project teaches many
art
skills
such
as
weaving,
printmaking
and
paper
manipulation, as well as concepts
like mono-chromatic composition
and engineering a working toy.

th

The 4 graders got excited as they
played Rhythmic Tic-Tac-Toe, which
used their new rhythm concept, the
sixteenth note combinations. Teams
had to compete to guess the correct
rhythm that was played, but then
they had to perform the rhythm
back correctly in order to claim the
square for their team.
Our 5th graders have been working
hard as they prepare for their
upcoming Winter Vocal Concert on
Tuesday, December 18th at 7pm. It
will be a wonderful evening of music
as we celebrate the holiday season.
The Glee Club will continue its
tradition of performing with the NJ
Festival Orchestra for their Home for
the Holidays concert. They will be
singing a couple of songs with the
orchestra and will conclude with a
heart-warming sing along with the
entire audience.

Jefferson
Elementary
Art
First graders are almost finished
with their beautiful African Mood
Masks, which allows them to
integrate many media into one,
finished, usable mask. The next
part of our African unit will be
concentrating on the Nile crocodile,
while we make adorable crocodile

The 2nd graders are in the middle
of their paper mache unit (you can't
do that on a cart). We will soon be
learning about the Venus fly-trap as
we model our ferocious (or cute and
cuddly) plant sculptures. The
children are learning about tints and
shades, 3-D forms, and modeling,
tie-dyeing, and construction. It's
hard to contain the excitement!
The students in 3rd grade have
embarked on their Australian
odyssey with the Aboriginal x-ray
paintings.
This is a cooperative
group project painted on a large
canvas board. The children learn
about the native Australians, as we
compare them to the history of
Native Americans. We can draw
many cultural parallels. In this
project, the children learn many
details about Australian animals, the
group picks one of them to honor in
their painting. Students learn about
complimentary colors, analogous
colors, geometric shapes, organic
shapes, patterns, and irregular
patterns.
In their group work,
disagreements happen. We practice
preventing
and
resolving
interpersonal
conflicts
in
constructive, respectful ways.
Fourth graders are working on their
“Faces” project based on the work
of some adolescent artists with
Obsessive Compulsive Disorder. We
talk about OCD and how when you
have a disorder, that is considered a
disability, it can sharpen your
abilities in other areas, like having a
superpower. The OCD kids that we
studied found their superpower, in
art. Jefferson students use ink only
(no sketching here) to draw design

on top of design in these expressive
faces. We talk about value and how
ink can create value by lines being
close together or farther apart. The
form and shadows of a human face
are discussed and the students
practice distorting the natural
proportions of the face in order to
emphasize expressions.
In late December, all students will
pause their current projects to
create a fish rock, based on the
book, "Only One You". These rocks
will be in a “Rock River” art
installation somewhere outside of
Jefferson. The kids will get to visit
their rocks for years to come. This
is part of a PTO initiative. Thank
you, PTO!

Music
We hope you were able to come
and enjoy our Fall Sing-A-Long on
Wednesday, November 21st. With
a standing-room-only audience of
family and friends, we had so much
to be thankful for!! Special songs
included: “An Apple on a Stick”
(First Grade), “Bring Back My Candy
to Me” (Second Grade), “Vampire
Buddies” (Third Grade), “There’s A
Nut in the Top of the Tree” (Fourth
Grade), and “The Lights of
Freedom” (Fifth Grade).
Sing-ALong songs included: “Fun In Fall”,
“The Colors of the Fall”, “Hello Fall”,
“Oh, I Love America”,
“Vine
Dance”, “The Turkey Tango”, “Any
Turkey Can Tango”, “Share Your
Goodwill” and our favorite singing
game
“Pass
the
Turkey’s
Drumstick”. It was a wonderful way
to begin the holidays! We hope you
had as much fun as we did!!
December is here now, and so too is
our Winter Celebrations Unit. We
love our “cool” study of the
Instruments of the Orchestra too.
First Grade will be singing some
seasonal favorites: “I Have a Little
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Dreidel” and “Hanukkah, Hanukkah”
(Israel), “Jingle Bells” and “Up On
the Housetop” (USA) and “African
Noel”. They will study Peter Ilyich
Tchaikovsky’s “The
Nutcracker”
(Part I).
Second Grade will be learning “In
the
Window”
and
“Joyous
Chanukah” (Israel), “Jolly Old St.
Nicholas”
(The
Netherlands),
“Rudolph, The Red-Nosed Reindeer”
(United
States),
“La
Posada”
(Mexico) and a study of “What is
Opera?”
with
Engelbert
Humperdinck’s “Hansel and Gretel”.
Third Grade will be singing
“Chanukah Games” (Israel), “Winter
Wonderland”
(celebrating
the
Winter season), “Pinata” (Mexico),
“Habari Gani” (Kwanzaa – African
American) and a study of “What is
Ballet?”
with
Peter
Illyich
Tchaikovsky’s “The
Nutcracker”
(Part II).
Grade 4 will be celebrating the
season of Winter starting with the
partner song “Winter Fantasy”
(Sledding in the United States),
“Silver Bells” (Rockefeller Center
Tree Lighting),
“O Chanukah”
(Hanukkah-Israel), “Here We Come
A-Wassailing” (Boxing Day in
England), “Pinata Song” (Mexico)
and study of Gian Carlo Menotti’s
One-Act Opera for Television
“Amahl and the Night Visitors”.
The entire 5th Grade will be
performing Jefferson’s Band, Chorus
and Strings Winter Concert on
Wednesday evening, December 12th
at 7 pm in the Multi-Purpose Room.

McKinley
Elementary
Art
In 1st grade, we will be working on
geometric shape robots. Students
will be creating these robots out of
colorful construction paper. They
will practice overlapping shapes, as
well as be able to create interesting
details using tin foil and sharpie
marker. Each robot will be unique
and filled with personality.
Second graders will be working on
wild side/calm side self- portraits.
For this project, we will be focusing
on how lines can be used to portray
different feelings. Focusing on the
feelings of wild and calm, students
will create an original portrait that
displays
examples
of
each
throughout. We will be using a
mixture or colored pencils and
watercolor paints to help bring
these portraits to life.
In 3rd grade, students will be
learning about how to create and
paint texture. We will be making an
original owl drawing made up of
different lines and shapes. These
drawings will be traced in glue to
create texture and painted using
metallic paints.
Fourth grade students will be
working on self-portraits. The
purpose is to learn about the lines
of proportion and to be able to
apply these concepts when placing
facial features on the human face.
Each student will work hard to
create a unique self-portrait that
best represents them.
The 5th grade students will be
studying Cubism through the work
of Pablo Picasso. For this project,
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we will be working on creating
geometric shape designs. Each
student will create a shape at the
center of their paper and be using a
ruler to break their designs up into
different sections. When these
projects are ready for color,
students will be using colored
pencils to create value within each
shape. These projects will be
extremely colorful and filled with
contrast!

Music
The 1st and 2nd graders at McKinley
have been working on tempo and
rhythm this past month. First
graders created their own rhythm
turkeys using notes that equal one
beat. They also learned a fun
Thanksgiving song that they sang
around the school on the day before
Thanksgiving! The 2nd graders have
been playing games to help
understand tempo in music. They
have also been clapping different
rhythm patterns in different tempos
including Allegro, Andante and
Adagio.
The 3rd and 4th graders at McKinley
have also been working on tempo
and rhythm this month. Third
graders created Thanksgiving plates
showing their favorite foods using
rhythmic patterns. Fourth graders
used Makey Makey to connect their
drawn rhythm patterns on paper to
a computer. Once connected,
students completed a circuit and
were able to touch their notes on
paper to hear a drum sound played
on the computer!
The 5th graders have been working
very hard to prepare all the music
for their Winter Concert on
December 12th. In addition to
preparing for our concert, students
have been using note flight, an
online music software to create
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songs
and
rhythm
patterns.
Students shared their compositions
last month with their classmates
and have had a great time
experimenting with different online
sounds.

Tamaques
Elementary
Art
The 1st grade students are currently
working on their plaster sculpture
unit. They are learning about 3dimensional form as they create
sculptures of innovative insects.
They are learning how to create a
newspaper armature as well as how
to handle plaster safely. After
building, they will paint the finished
designs and add embellishments.
Second grade is studying color
theory as they learn about tinting
and shading colors. They created
small planets with oil pastel to learn
to balance the black and white with
color. After completing “out of this
world” space scapes, they will use
their new found skills to paint tint
and shade ice cream treats!
Delicious!!
The 3rd grade is focusing on Cubism
and Pablo Picasso. They have
learned that the artist could paint
realistic portraits perfectly when he
was a young teen and that he
became bored with realism and set
out to express himself in new
innovative
ways.
To
better
understand Cubism, they had fun
creating chalk pastel portraits
complete with multiple perspective
viewpoints!
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Fourth graders are working on a
sewing unit! They are designing
their own stuffies to clip to their
backpacks! Students learned to
design a simple pattern with oak tag
and then transfer it to fabric and
complete it with a variety of hand
stitches.
The 5th grade students are working
on their printmaking unit, which
completes their study of the Pop Art
movement. Using Andy Warhol’s
work as inspiration, they carved
foam plates and are busy making
multiple copies of their artwork!
Some students created their own
original art for transfer while others
utilized the class computers to
generate images for their printing
plates.
The year is progressing
nicely!!

Music
The holiday season has been a very
exciting time for the students at
Tamaques Elementary. Each day
has been filled with singing and
music making.
Students in 1st and 2nd grades have
been exploring rhythm and note
values using Chrome Music Lab (a
music application available for iPads
and Chromebooks), creating and
notating rhythms they hear using
colorful Popsicle Sticks (definitely
ask your students to show this to
you at home!), and singing songs to
get into the holiday spirit (some
favorites included “Pumpkin Pie”
and “A Turkey Followed Me Home.”)
We’ve also discussed tempo (the
different speeds of music) and how
it applies to the music we like to
listen to and the movement of
everyday things, animals, and
people.

Third grade students have been
composing short rhythm patterns
and playing these on different
percussion instruments. Several
listening examples were played for
students and they were able to
identify the different tempos of each
on white boards.
The 4th grade students have been
analyzing the rhythmic patterns they
know found in sheet music.
Students listened to the music for
“Clarity” by Zedd and decoded the
rhythmic patterns that went along
with the lyrics. They sang and
played egg shakers to the rhythms
they found in the piece. Students
learned about increasing note
lengths through ties and dotted
notes, which were all over the sheet
music for “Journey to the Past” from
the musical and movie “Anastasia.”
Most recently 4th grade students
learned about several dance/
movement forms in music that have
specific time signatures: Polka,
March, Minuet, and Gigue (jig.)
Mr. Norkus is very proud of the 5th
grade students and their hard work
and effort in preparing for their
Winter Concert. On December 12th
at 9:30am and again at 7pm, the
students will be singing a concert
that includes traditional carols,
popular music selections, and even
some movie soundtrack music. The
students put together a video for
the concert talking about their
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dreams for the New Year to go
along with the song “A Million
Dreams”
from
The
Greatest
Showman. It is even more
impressive that many of these 5th
grade singers will also play with the
band in the same concert.

We are excited about continuing the
year and growing with our
instruments. Have a wonderful
holiday!

Arts a la Carte
Washington
Elementary
Art

The young artists at Washington
School are continuing their creative
exploration of several exciting
topics.

I know the students at Tamaques
Elementary will continue to grow as
creative and talented musicians in
the New Year!

Tamaques & Washington
4th & 5th Grade Bands
The Tamaques and Washington 4th
grade band students are off to a
great start! We have learned proper
playing
posture,
correct
embouchure (the way in which a
player applies their mouth to the
mouthpiece of a brass or wind
instrument), and quite a few notes
already. Students have learned
some favorite songs such as Hot

Cross Buns, Go Tell Aunt Rhodie,
Rolling Along, and Merrily We Roll
Along. We are making great

The 1st grade classes recently
completed their study of line, shape,
and color with a fun “Painted
Popsicle” project. Every artist made
a set of recipe cards by
sandwiching a
secondary
color
between two primaries. Cards were
cut and pasted to a background to
look like an ice pop stand. Students
are now applying their new
knowledge of the art elements to
several projects about pattern,
including some cultural patterns as
inspired by traditional West African
artists.

The 5th grade band students are so
excited about our holiday concert!
We have been rehearsing our
concert songs before school. These
include:
Chanukah
Time,

Second grade students are starting
a unit on Asian Art. Over the next
marking period they will be
designing Ming vases, 3-D paper koi
fish, painted pandas, and dragons.
They will also make pigs to
celebrate the animal of the Chinese
New Year. It is sure to be a festive
season in art class!

The Tamaques concert is December
12th at 7pm, and the Washington
concert is December 19th at 7pm.

Students in the 3rd grade completed
their study of the Middle Ages with
a painting of a stained glass
window. These young artists worked
with a monochromatic color palette,

progress!

Gingerbread Men on Parade, The
Nutcracker, and Jingle Bells.
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mixing their own tints and shades.
They will next look at traditional
Native American arts with teepee
paintings,
adobe
designs,
dreamcatchers,
weavings,
and
totem poles.

In the 4th grade, artists will be
using perspective techniques to
illustrate a variety of places. This
will include downtown Westfield,
imaginary castles, New York City,
and Van Gogh’s bedroom.
Students in 5th grade will soon be
using their art to convey feelings of
identity. They will be completing
their long-anticipated self-portrait
project where faces will be
compared with their counterparts
from first grade. They will then
move on to large-scale figures and
illustrations of their names. This will
be a fun shift from the art
fundamentals of color and shading,
the best example of which is the
wavy web completed right before
Thanksgiving.

December 2018-January 2019
It is exciting to see how these
young artists continue to develop
their skills and apply them in such
unique ways.

Music
The snow is snowing, the wind is
blowing, but Washington School can
weather
the
storm--especially
because we’ve got music to keep us
warm! We kicked off the holiday
season with our two Fall SingAlongs right before Thanksgiving
break. Our student singers sang
songs about Halloween, fall, and
Thanksgiving to a packed house of
parents, friends, and family who
were eager to hear what we have
been practicing at school. It was a
real treat to be able to share our
music with so many people.

1st and 2nd graders performing at
the Fall Sing-Along

3rd, 4th and 5th graders performing
at the Fall Sing-Along

As we move into December and
January, our focus in the music
classroom will shift to learning all
about tone color, which is what
gives each instrument and voice its
own unique sound, and form, which
is how music is composed of
sections that are arranged in
patterns. All students at Washington
have been working on movement
activities designed to align with
form all year long. The younger
students will get a chance to
practice recognizing distinct sections
of music by performing learned
activities without assistance, and
older students will take new pieces
of music and create their own
movement maps using what they
know about form.
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Our study of tone color in the month
of December will lead us into
discussions
about
different
instruments of the band and
orchestra, which will coincide nicely
with the Washington School Winter
Concerts. Our younger students will
be able to learn all about
instruments that are pitched or
unpitched, and which instruments
belong together in families. Our
older students will learn more indepth details about what makes an
instrument similar or different from
another, and at the same time many
of them will be applying what they
know to the instrument they are
learning in band and orchestra
lessons.

caterpillar was placed on a partially
nibbled “leaf” base.
Second graders in Mrs. Massenzio’s
classes learned all about the famous
Impressionist painter Claude Monet.
We read the story of Linnea in
Monet’s Garden, by Christina Bjork.
Students learned that Monet created
his beautiful gardens and pond,
complete with Japanese footbridges.
They were the subjects of his many
paintings. The children created their
own version of water lilies and the
Japanese bridge. I took a picture of
each student, and they were thrilled
to add themselves on the bridge
overlooking their beautiful pond!

On December 19th, the 5th grade
band and chorus will perform their
Winter Concert program during the
day
for
their
teachers
and
classmates, and again in the
evening for their parents and
families. It is sure to be a delightful
performance; the very musical 5th
grade has been working hard all
year to prepare for what will surely
be a very jolly Winter Concert!

Wilson
Elementary
Art
First grade art students learned the
difference between 2-dimensional
and 3-dimensional. Form describes
something 3-dimensional. (A shape
is 2-D) Using Model Magic, the
children
created
3-dimensional
caterpillars in the style of Eric Carle.
Having read his story, The Very
Hungry Caterpillar, each class was
very inspired and eager to get to
work! We talked about mixing
colors, creating tints, and how to
create different textures. Each
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After reading the story, GIRAFFES
CAN’T DANCE by Giles Andreae, 4th
grade students had fun creating
large size dancing giraffes! The
story shows us how everyone has
talents that they might not be
aware of. We discussed how to
create motion in a picture, and at
the same time, learned some
interesting facts about giraffes.
Using mixed media, the students
were able to use different materials
and textures.
The 5th graders in Mrs. Massenzio’s
classes are working diligently on
self-portraits which will be used in
their 5th grade year book. We
discussed
proper
proportions,
symmetry, placement of features,
and how to create texture. They
learned that value means adding
darks and lights to their picture.
Look for some impressive portraits
in the yearbook!

Music
Wilson students are focusing on
rhythm and duration across the
grade levels!

Third grade artists learned that the
sun plays an important part in
Mexican
folk
art.
The
sun
symbolizes light, warmth, life-giving
energy, and good luck.
Radial symmetry is a design that
radiates from the center, and goes
out in all different directions.
Students designed decorative and
colorful suns with faces. The rays
and faces were done, using various
artistic interpretations. This lesson
focused on pattern, used in a
planned or random repetition to
enhance visual excitement.

First grade students have been
working to perform and identify
rhythms such as quarter notes,
eighth notes, half notes and quarter
rests. They have been working to
maintain a steady beat as part of a
drum circle as well as performing
rhythmic and melodic ostinatos.
They
especially
enjoy
improvisational
activities
with
movement where they can create
their own dance sequence!
The 2nd graders are focusing on
performing and identifying rhythms
through songs with melodic and
rhythmic ostinatos. They have
mastered singing partner songs as
well as performing rounds with the
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song “Donkeys are in love with
carrots”!
Third
grade
students
have
expanded their rhythmic vocabulary
to include syncopa as well as
sixteenth notes. They have been
practicing playing these rhythms on
the barred instruments as well as
the drums. They will continue to
focus on expanding their pentatonic
scale as well.
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The 5th grade music classes have
notated 4 part ostinatos to be
performed live for the class. They
are composing a rhythmic ostinato
on Chrome Music Lab to use as their
accompaniment. The 5th grade
chorus students are busy continuing
to prepare for the upcoming Winter
Concert. Students have been
practicing special accompaniment
parts to help bring the music alive
for a spectacular performance!

Thanksgiving Turkey by notes.
Students
learned
some
fun
Thanksgiving songs, including Five
Fat Turkeys which we acted out.

Lincoln
School

Fourth grade students are working
to create their own ostinato
compositions with Chrome Music
Lab. They will work to create a 4
part ostinato composition with the
“Songmaker” app and will perform it
on
pitched
and
unpitched
instruments for the class.

Our kindergarteners are working
hard while in art class – painting
and drawing. In December and
January, we will be “STEAM”ing
right ahead while experimenting
with primary and secondary colors
and the book Mix It Up by Herve
Tullet. In the New Year we will be
creating perspective in a winter
landscape and then adding a bit of
sculpture in for fun.
Our littlest students in pre-k have
been hard at work creating
wonderful art with a focus on the
autumn holidays. In December and
January, we will be focusing on
warm and cool colors, 3-dimensional
design including sculpture and
collage with some patterning mixed
in. Should be a fun time for all!

At Lincoln School we're learning all
about notes and steady beat!
Students have learned to identify
quarter notes, quarter rests and
eighth notes as you can see in the
picture below of them coloring in a

The Department of Visual &
Performing Arts would like to
thank the Westfield Coalition for
the Arts for their generous
donations benefiting so many
students throughout the district
this year.
Stools for EIS Art Classroom
Classroom amplification system
for EIS Art
Document camera for RIS Art
New scrim for the WHS
Theatre Department
Choral folders for the WHS
Music Department
Transportation costs for WHS
Wind Ensemble to perform at the
Music for All National Concert
Band Festival in Indiana
Partial funding for a collaborative
school mural project for
Washington School
Blouses for WHS
Blue Devil Treble
Choral folders for EIS
Music Department
Studio 49 Series 2000 Xylophone
for Franklin Music Department
Please see page 22 for
ways you can help or
donate to the WCA.
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Support the Westfield HS Band and Choir programs!
$20 Per Tree
For more information, go to www.westfieldxmastree.com
Pick-up will take place on Sunday January 6, 2019
We will not accept registration after 12/31/18. Trees will be delivered to the Westfield Conservation Center.
Questions? Call Chris Vitale at 908-4500 x4551
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FALL 2018
Dear Westfield Arts Lovers!
The mission of the Westfield Coalition for the Arts is to act as an advocate
for the arts in our schools, including music, fine art, theatre, visual art and
dance. We speak out on behalf of the arts and their importance in our
schools by raising public awareness of the arts’ programs currently in our
schools, supporting the schools when there is no room left in the budget,
and encouraging our students’ artistic endeavors. We cannot do this without your support!
The Coalition has a new logo, thanks to WHS now-Senior, Morgan Eng, and we are ready to help the arts continue to
thrive in this town. We are very fortunate to live in a community that reveres the arts and strongly believes in
nourishing the diverse talents of our youth. This community has demonstrated its commitment to the arts’ programs by
donating to the Coalition. Once again, last year you generously gave over $20,000 for us to support programs in all of
the schools. For instance, with your donations, the Coalition has helped to maintain our robust arts’ programs and
implement new programs such as:
★ The purchase of new musical instruments for students to use for several school bands/orchestras
★ Entry fees and partial transportation costs for the WHS Concert bands and choirs to attend festivals
★ Funding for heavy-duty storage and shelving for musical instruments at several schools
★ Funding for costumes for the WHS Theatre Department
★ Continuing education classes for art teachers
AND MUCH MORE!
The Westfield Coalition is an independent, nonprofit, organization, and we depend solely upon the generosity of
supporters and parents like you! We hope that you will once again demonstrate your commitment to the arts by making
a donation today.
We are also conducting a search for new WCA volunteers! We’d ideally like parent volunteer reps from each
school. We strive to form a group of volunteers/artists where each member has some experience with a different art
medium or at the very least, is an ART LOVER! If this interests you, you may indicate this on your tear-off (below) that
you send to us with your donation, or you can email us at WestfieldCoalition@yahoo.com, visit our Facebook page and
visit our website: www.WestfieldCoalitionForTheArts.weebly.com.
Please say you will stand with us as art advocates! DONATE TODAY! Thank you for your support!
~ Margaret Smith, President
Simply return this portion with your donation to WCA Treasurer, 562 Pierson St, Westfield, NJ 07090.
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: Westfield Coalition for the Arts.
Yes, I/we would like to donate!
____ Benefactor $500

_____ Sponsor $75

____ Angel $200

_____ Sustaining Member $50

____ Patron $100

Donation $______

In appreciation of your gift of $75.00 or more, your name will be printed in the Winter & Spring concert programs.
NAME: (as you would like it listed in the programs) _______________________________________________
EMAIL: _____________________________________________PHONE:________________________________
NAME OF WESTFIELD SCHOOL THAT YOUR YOUNGEST CHILD ATTENDS: __________________________
YES, I/we are interested in volunteering for the WCA ______________________________________________
.

(first & last name, and email address, if not listed above)

.

