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Once A Dream, Now A Reality - iPads For Everyone!

By Catelyn Lee

A big cart is wheeled into your classroom.
You wonder, “What is this?” Then you hear,
“Class, from now on, you will be using your
very own iPad,” spoken by your teacher. Is this
a dream? Well, it once was, but this dream has
now become a reality. This year, our whole
school was given, or will be receiving Apple
iPads for every student. Castlebay students
are already enjoying and beyond excited with
this honor and privilege! According to 5th grade
teacher, Mr. Mena, every single iPad, is worth
$375 each, and the iPad case is worth $100. In
total, this is a value of $475 for each iPad! But,
where did we get all this funding? The answer
is the Governance Council! The Governance
Council is composed of teachers, parents and

our principal, Dr. G. The Governance Council
helped save a lot of money to get these iPads! Mr.
Mena explained that new iPads will make it easier
to film STEAM projects because the iPad is so
portable. The iPads also benefit our teachers
because they can now be aware of what app or site
the students are on. Teachers can control and
monitor the viewing of each student and shut off
their iPad with a touch of a button on their iPad if
necessary. Teachers can also Air Drop information
that they wish to share with the class from their
iPad to individual students, or the entire class.
Although not all the grades have received their
iPads yet, they will be receiving them very soon!
Each iPad assigned to a student will stay with that
student until they graduate from Castlebay.

Congratulations Vex Robotics
By Tanvi Enaganti
Congratulations to Castlebay’s Vex Robotics
Team for participating in the state Vex Robotics
Championships! Everyone is so excited and
extremely proud of the whole team. The team
had to complete a series of complex obstacles
which involved remote controlling and
programing their robots. The students spent
countless hours coding, designing, driving and
building to create a digital STEAM project.
They competed in leagues and tournaments
from December through March, and because
of their remarkable success and victories, they
qualified for the State Championships! They
worked very hard to get to State
Championships. They also placed third out of
twenty very tough and competitive teams,

Vex Team: Noah Arreola, Chris Byun, Jeremiah Cho, Masato
Gentle, Nathan Ho, Abigail Kuruvila, Celine Petrossian, Aditya
Singh and Anders Sue

won two first-place awards, and only missed going
to the Vex Robotics World Championship by only
two points! Vice-Principal, Mr. Garringer said,
“Placing third out of twenty top-notch teams is a
remarkable achievement for our first year of
participation. We are more than pleased to have
Vex Robotics as an after school program, and at
this event they certainly hit a milestone.” “Vex is a
great way to learn coding, time management,
teamwork, and so much more”, said fifth grader
Abigail Kuruvilla from room twenty-six.
Congratulations again, Vex robotics!

2019 Science Fair a Success!
By Mia Champion and Sofia Pucci

Castlebay students enthusiastically
participated in the 2019 Science Fair. Students
between grades 2nd and 5th grade had the
opportunity to participate in this fun,
educational activity. Students had to take a
scientific topic and follow the Scientific Method
of discovery. They presented their information
on a tri-fold poster board and had to explain it
in a three-minute oral presentation in front of
the three Science Fair judges after school. One
of the three judges, PATH President Alla
George, stated that the Science Fair was a
great learning experience for both academics
and public speaking. Alla says that 34 students
participated this year in this event. Many have
suggested that in the future that we turn the
Science Fair into a STEAM Fair, to expand the
possibilities to include technology, engineering,
art and math. It was very clear at the
presentations that these projects took lots of
time and effort, and everyone who participated
received a ribbon and a participation
certificate. James Hashimoto, one of the
students in Mrs. Dorfman’s class, did a

‘Science’ cont.
spectacular job on his project and was already
looking forward to next year’s Science Fair. The
winners were announced at Open House and were
displayed in the Science Lab. An assembly was
dedicated to the winners of the 2019 Science Fair:
5th grade - 1st Place Ellen Lee, 2nd Place Laila
Teplin and 3rd Place Sofia Pucci; 4th grade - 1st
place, Abraham Kim; 3rd grade - 1st place Esther
Kim; 2nd grade, 1st place Siya Malaviya, 2nd place
Nathan Joseph and 3rd place Maya Balta.
Congratulations to everyone who participated!

Castlebay Sweetheart Ball
By Brenna Angelo

Did you go to the
Castlebay Sweetheart
Ball? If so, you should
recall dazzling lights,
wonderful music and
scrumptious food. Both
TK-2nd grade, and 3rd
grade-5th grade
attended Sweetheart
Balls.

Chloe Yoon from Mrs. Horosny’s class, stated,
“Now that we each have our own iPad, we don’t
have to wait to use the two or three that we had
in our class before and share with the entire
class.” Thank you to Mrs. Horosny and Mr.
Mena’s class, Ms. Pulsifer and Mrs. Woo for
helping to get the iPads ready. The iPads are
already contributing to the success of our
students, as seen in the remarkable Bee
STEAM projects that the classes have all been
creating, and they will continue to impact each
student’s success throughout their journey at
Castlebay.

The Bee STEAM Project
By Laila Teplin
All grade levels are working on a Bee STEAM
Project together, and the whole school is
“buzzing” with excitement! Each grade level is
helping the school and community to
understand, protect, and become more
knowledgeable about bees. Because bees are
becoming an endangered species, if we study
them, hopefully we will find environmentally
friendly solutions to ensure the future of bees.
Without bees we wouldn’t be able to have
flowers, fruits, or vegetables. Farmers who use
pesticides can harm bees, and if annoyed, they
will sting you. If the bee stings you, sadly the
bee dies. Each grade is doing a different part to
support the bees so that when the entire school
comes together, and we add up the information,
we know that we will get some awesome
solutions. Fifth grade is making traps that helps
protect the bees, fourth grade is making
commercials about bees, and third grade is
making power points on bee behavior. Second
grade is making a video on bees, and is also
making an informational tower. First grade is
creating detailed bee posters, and kindergarten
is creating art work showing the various parts of
a bee’s anatomy. We are all looking to learn
from each other. Students learned even more
about bees at an assembly in the PAC given by
bee expert and bee keeper Madison Newman,
from Valley Hive, an amazing bee hive facility
and store, located in nearby Chatsworth. At the
assembly students got to view the videos
created by different grade levels, which can be
seen on the Castlebay website. Valley Hive also
gave every student a honey stick, which really
sweetened the experience!

‘Ball’ cont.
Mr. Mena was the
DJ for 5th grade
and everyone got
to their feet to
dance to the
“YMCA” song!
“The meatballs
were really good!”
exclaimed 5th
grader Abigail
Kuruvila. The
3rd-5th grade ball
was from 6pm to
10pm on March 16,
2019. “The decorations were very exquisite,”
said 5th grader Cooper Stutler. The TK- 2nd
grade Sweetheart Ball was also from 6pm to
10pm, but was on March 15, 2019. Mr. Mena
was also the DJ for the TK-2nd grade
Sweetheart Ball. “I loved it!” said second grader
Sara Aghajanian. Many students loved it, and
we hope to see it repeat for years to come!

Lego Robotics

Kindergarten Farmers

By Abigail Kim
Did you know that Castlebay has a Lego
Robotics Team? This amazing robotics team
is not to be confused with VEX Robotics. This
is a separate and absolutely incredible
robotics team that uses LEGOS! Third grade
teacher, Mrs.
Blankenship, started this
program several years
ago, and was way
ahead of anyone else in
recognizing that coding
and robotics was “the
future.” Third through
fifth grade is allowed to
try out for the team. In Lego Robotics, the
team builds robots, completes obstacle
courses, and tracks a line on a differently
colored background field in a competition
called “Follow The Line.” Fifth graders
participate in the Space Challenge. This a
team of ten students who use two robots and
program the robots to complete a variety of
tasks such as launching a satellite, collecting
rocks, retrieving a space vehicle, and moving
astronauts around. A big event in Lego
Robotics is the Sumo Challenge whereby two
robots try to punch each other off a mat. Near
the end of the school year, the Robotics team
will compete in Rally in the Valley at CSUN on
May 11th. This is a class that is incredibly
educational AND extremely fun!

Kindergarten started
their Farm Unit in
April. The week began
with K1 and K2 going
through stations
together; and K3, K4
and Room 1 did it the
following day. The
children ate farm-fresh
vegetables in a
delicious salad,
dressed up
like farmers and got
their pictures taken,
planted a variety of
vegetables, sawed
wood and then
sanded it to get ready to make farm trucks, and
milked our “cows” and
made butter, which they
then spread on saltines and
had a delicious treat! The
children had a lot of fun as
they were learning. Many
parents came to help from
each classroom. Without
their help, none of this
would have been possible.
A huge thank you to all our
volunteers!

Book Fair

By Tanvi Enaganti
This year’s book fair called “The Mrs.
Nelson Book Fair” ran for an entire week in
the library. The most popular book/series sold
were the gaming books, and the most popular
toy was the squishy erasers. All the funds
from the book fair go to the library to provide
new books for the school. Castlebay librarian,
Mrs. Saenz, said, “The book fair is important
because the funds help provide the school
with new books, and that helps the students’
education.” The book fair gives students the
opportunity to browse through hundreds of
books and see what’s new. Let’s give a big
thank you to our librarian and all the
volunteers who helped bring the book fair to
life.

Exciting Changes in Porter Ranch
By Brenna Angelo
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Q: Why did you decide to be a
teacher?
A: I love children and I wanted to
make learning fun because that's
when you learn best.
Q: What do you like to do in your
spare time?
A: I like to go to museums and parks with my
one-year-old, and I like going on hikes as well.
Q: Besides teaching what would you like to do?
A: I have always wanted to be a teacher and
would not want to do anything else.
Q: What's your favorite holiday to celebrate at
school?
A: It’s a tie between Halloween and Valentine's
Day.
Q: What’s your favorite time of day?
A: The evening.
Q: What’s your favorite food and why?
A: Mexican food because I like spicy flavors.
Q: What's your favorite subject to teach and
why?
A: Writing, because whatever job you have you
need to write and it's exciting to see children's
imagination.
Q: What's your favorite sports team?
A: Dodgers.
Q: If you can go one place in the world where
would it be and why?
A: Bora Bora so I can stay in an overwater hut.
Q: What's your favorite movie?
A: I have way too many to choose.
Q: What's your favorite season?
A: Summer.
Q: What college did you go to?
A: UC Irvine
Q: Where were you born?
A: California.
Q: What's your astrological sign?
A: Virgo.

Spring Crossword Puzzle
By Emery Daly

By Abby DiMattia

The Castlebay Connection is dedicated to all of the
teachers, administration, staff, and volunteers, who
have profoundly impacted the lives of thousands upon
thousands of students who have entered the doors of
Castlebay, and have graduated prepared to pursue their
dreams, achieve their goals, and leave their mark in the
world.
Journalism Teacher/Editor
Mrs. Dorfman

By Abigail Kim
Every year the school-wide Spelling Bee draws
great excitement and anticipation, and students
start learning to spell words from not only their
grade level list of words, but from many grade
levels above their own. Each classroom holds their
own "classroom Spelling Bee," and then the two top
winners from each class move on to the grade-level
Spelling Bee. This year the Spelling Bee for each
grade level was held in the PAC. Dr. G announced
each word, and a panel of parents oversaw the
event to ensure that all the Spelling Bee rules and
procedures were followed exactly. Congratulations
to the following winners from each grade level: 2nd
grade - 1st Place, Makaia Mendoza, 2nd Place,
Wesley Song, 3rd Place, Anushka Kushwaha; 3rd
grade - 1st Place, Aarush Tandon, 2nd Place,
Julien Precourt, 3rd Place, Kaden Shin; 4th grade 1st Place, Sasha Khoshkhoo, 2nd Place, Soha
Tariq, 3rd Place, Nicole Khachatourians; 5th grade 1st Place, Rohan Sunil, 2nd Place, James
Deukmedjian, 3rd Place, Adam Noueihed.
Congratulations not only to these grade-level
winners, but to all the students who spent so much
time working on their Spelling Bee skills, and were
"winners" because they improved their spelling
ability!

By Brenna Angelo

4th Grade Field Trip

Mystery Teacher: Mrs. Rosenberg

There are lots of excitement and changes
happening in our Porter Ranch community!
The Vineyards is going to be a really big and
quite amazing shopping center that is
opening in a few short weeks. Some of the
shops opening that everyone is looking
forward to is the AMC movie theaters,
Nordstrom Rack, Ulta Beauty, Whole Foods,
Corner Bakery Cafe, Old Navy, Peet’s
Coffee & Tea and many more. Some stores
are planned to start opening this month!
Plus, another cool thing you might see there
are 30 cisterns, or water tanks, that will be
used to collect rainwater. In total they will
collect more than 700,000 gallons of water
that will be used for irrigation. Based on the
architectural drawings, it is clear that The
Vineyards will be a beautiful environment to
shop and dine in.

Spelling Bee 2019

Mystery Teacher

On March 18th, Ms. Hawthorne and Ms.
Millan’s classes went on a field trip to The Leonis
Adobe Museum in Calabasas. The Leonis Adobe is
the home of Miguel Leonis. Miguel Leonis was a
wealthy ranch owner in the San Fernando Valley
who was a very smart business man who owned
about 11,000 acres of land. His home, which is the
museum, is one of the oldest surviving buildings in
the San Fernando Valley, and was built around
1844. The portraits of both him and his wife, a
Chumash Indian named Maria De Espíritu, are still
hanging on the wall. On the property today, there
are people demonstrating the way people lived at
the home during the 1800s, such as women
weaving and shearing sheep. The students had a
blast at the Leonis Museum. One student said that
it was a great field trip, and most everyone else
agreed. Another student shared that it was a fun
day for all, and the teachers agreed as well!

A Shining Star

By Emery Daly
It is always exciting to connect with a
new singer, but to find a recording artist
right here at Castlebay is really exciting.
Fifth grader, Anna Petrosyan has written
and recorded a beautiful song called
“Shining Star.” Anna has been singing since she
was five years old, and has practiced over the years
and has developed her beautiful singing voice to
the level of professionalism and voice quality to
where it is now. Anna’s mom is also a singer,

Across
3. Spring starts during this month.
4. Children go to the ____ and play.
5. Plant a ____ and wait for a flower to grow.
7. A person whose job it is to plant crops.
8. A yellow flower that faces the sun.
11. The month in which Easter appears.
13. Rain gathering in a spot on the ground makes a _____
14. Fly a ____ on a windy day.
15. Birds make a ____ to lay eggs.
16. Open the ___ and let fresh air into the house.
Down
1. A place to plant flowers or plants
2. Grass grows and turns the color ____.
6. A holiday in April.
7. April showers bring May _____.
9. Colorful arc in the sky after the rain.
10. ____ for eggs for Easter.
12. Water falling from the sky.
16. Temperature that is not too cold and not too hot.
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and Anna aspires to follow in her mother’s
footsteps. She recorded her first song, “Shining
Star” in a professional recording studio. “Shining
Star” has an up-beat tempo with a positive
message. When asked about the message in
the song Anna said, “Be yourself and have fun”
and that is exactly how this reporter felt after
listening to the song. In addition, she also plays
the guitar and piano. If you want to hear
“Shining Star” for yourself, you can find it on
YouTube.

