This past year we celebrated the 90th Anniversary of our parish. To
“mark” this significant anniversary with many festivities was a reminder to
all of us of the value of belonging to a faith family. This annual pastoral
report encourages each parishioner to consider the purposes of a
spiritual community of faith and how they participate in it and belong to it.
As the spiritual and pastoral work of a Catholic parish is important, there
is also the administrative and financial work of the parish – each
complement and maintain one another. In each parish, ministerial and
financial competence is employed, which requires personnel and
business systems with the specific goal of accountability for all resources
that are given.
There is also the need for proficiency in the administration of the pastoral
work. That is why our parish employs trained and dedicated pastoral
ministers to create, promote, and manage the various needs of pastoral
life. This annual report tries to express a flavor of how our parishioners
are engaged in various areas of ministry.
God’s work in a parish community never ends. While we are grateful for
the many parishioners who are actively involved, we invite and
encourage everyone to become more engaged in our parish life. It is the
special work of all parishioners to invite, encourage, and to promote a
transparent faith and a life of Christianity among our brothers and sisters
in Christ.
The Parish Pastoral Council established a Vision Statement for the
parish, which is: To Know Christ and to Make Christ Known. This vision
calls for all of us to focus on our relationship with Christ and to share the
gospel message with one another, to know hope in the trials and
tribulations of life, and to be less self-focused and more focused on
others.
Being pastor is about furthering our Parish Mission, which was stated by
our parish’s Pastoral Council: “Our Lady of Sorrows is a Catholic
community dedicated to giving witness to Jesus Christ by proclaiming
the Gospel, celebrating the Sacraments and Serving others.” In addition,
as your pastor, I am responsible for the financial well-being and facilities
management of our parish.
I continue to be humbled and honored to serve you as your pastor.
Your brother in Christ,

Rev. Mark S. Brauer, Pastor
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This past year we celebrated the milestone of our parish serving Catholics in the Farmington area
for 90 years! This celebration included many events, both prayerful and social, to mark the
occasion. During Lent and the Easter Season our focus Ignite Your Heart was front and center as
we reflected on ways to grow closer to Christ. We are called to be disciples. Each liturgy we
participate in, every day that we pray, and when we come together as a community are all meant to
draw us to God and set our hearts on fire for Him! This is expressed best in an excerpt from the
1992 pastoral letter from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, “Stewardship: A
Disciple’s Response.”

All temporal and spiritual goods are created by and come from God. That is true of
everything human beings have: spiritual gifts like faith, hope, and love; talents of body and
brain; cherished relationships with family and friends; material goods; the achievements of
human genius and skill; the world itself. One day God will require an accounting of the use
each person has made of the particular portion of these goods entrusted to him or her.
A…steward is one to whom the owner of a household turns over responsibility for caring for
the property, managing affairs, managing resources to yield as much as possible, and share
the resources with others. The position involves trust and accountability.

Called and Gifted
God is calling each one of us to a unique purpose in life, a work of love that only we can do.
Through our Baptism and Confirmation each of us has received supernatural gifts, or charisms, from
the Holy Spirit. To help our parishioners discover their charisms and begin to discern God’s call, we
held a Called and Gifted workshop in October. The workshop focused on how the charisms of the
Holy Spirit work in our lives and in the life of our parish community. Our light always shines brighter
when we share our gifts with others!

We thank you for your continued support of our parish and hope
that we can continue to pray and to grow in faith together
for many years to come.
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In September we celebrated 90 years of parish life, from 1927-2017, in company with Mary, the
Sorrowful Mother, our patroness. Over these 90 years, our parish has continued to grow and to unify
as one Body of Christ. From our beginnings as “the little white church on the hill,” Our Lady of
Sorrows has become a thriving parish community on 12 acres including our church, school, rectory,
family center and athletic fields. It is a place for families to grow in friendship and community, to
celebrate the sacraments, and to worship the Lord together.
To celebrate this milestone, we enjoyed many fun-filled events including: a community golf outing,
Tiger baseball game, family movie night, dinner dance, high school class reunion, picnic with the
homeless, and a winning float in the Founder’s Day Parade! We also prayed a 9-day novena
together to Our Lady of Sorrows and celebrated a special Anniversary Mass with presider Bishop
Walter Hurley, the 7th pastor of our parish. After mass, the congregation processed with the clergy
to every building on campus, where the buildings were blessed with holy water and a prayer.

1927

2017
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Baptism
Entrance into a Life in Christ begins with the Sacrament of Baptism. We love welcoming new little
Catholics into the Church every year! Our baptismal preparation program has been revamped to help
parents come together to learn about the Sacrament of Baptism, their responsibility as Christian
parents, and how to nurture the faith in their marriage and their family.

First Holy Communion
Our 2nd Grade children prepared to receive the Sacraments of
Reconciliation and Holy Communion through their classroom
lessons and with their parents using the Blessed program
presented by Dynamic Catholic. In April, they received their First
Holy Communion, preceded by their First Reconciliation. The
children are excited to come to the table of the Lord and receive
Jesus in the Eucharist!

Confirmation
The Confirmation program for our Junior High students is offered almost exclusively online. This online
preparation is in addition to spending time in after-school or in-school religion class. This opportunity
allows the candidates to learn at their own pace. A variety of resources from Decision Point, Chosen
and others are used to “light a fire” in our young people! We do this by a three-fold method: Encounter
Jesus, Grow with Him, and Share Him with others. In October 2017, Bishop Fisher confirmed our 9th
grade students, and in May 2018, Bishop Fisher confirmed our 8th grade students when we decided to
move this Sacrament to the spring. Our Confirmandi go forth filled with the Holy Spirit to follow God’s
will in their lives.

RCIA
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults at Our Lady of Sorrows is a pathway for teens and adults to
come into full initiation with the Catholic Church. This past Easter, we welcomed our new Catholics at
the Easter Vigil Mass. We encourage all parishioners to be supportive of and welcoming to these new
Catholics and to follow their example of a deeper commitment to the Church and to knowing Christ.

Marriage
This past January we implemented a new Marriage Preparation
Program called Witness to Love. What makes this program unique is
that the engaged couple chooses their own mentor couple. They
choose a couple they both admire and see as a source of faith
formation. This mentor couple gives them a concrete connection and
integration into the parish. Through the sharing of the mentor couple’s
own marriage journey, the engaged couple inherits a “lifeline” of
support in their commitment to Jesus and His Church. Our feedback
so far is that couples and mentors believe that many beneficial
conversations about marriage have taken place that strengthen their
commitment to and understanding of a sacramental marriage.
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Liturgical Ministries
Anything to do with mass and communal prayer at Our Lady of Sorrows relies on the generosity of our
volunteers to make the prayer life of the parish work. We are grateful to all of those who minister at
mass: Sacristans, Lectors, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, Altar Servers, the entire Music
Ministry, as well as those who serve at funeral masses and weddings. We also thank our Art and
Environment committee that makes our parish home beautiful throughout the liturgical year.

Marriage and Family Life
We formed a new committee called Marriage and Family Life, which has three sub-committees: 1)
Marriage, 2) Family, and 3) Significant Loss. The Marriage and Family sub-committees are working to
support the challenges encountered from today’s culture. The Significant Loss committee focuses on
offering support to those who are grieving, divorced, have lost a job, or need support for addiction. We
held an evening of support for those who grieve hosted by John and Sandy O’Shaunessey of Good
Mourning Ministries. The evening provided comfort to those suffering the pain and loss of a loved one.

Music Ministry
The music ministry is designed to
bring song into the mass through
pastoral musicians. The musicians
and choirs help enrich the faith life
of all those celebrating at the
liturgies and special masses. We
are grateful for the beautiful gift of
music that fills our church!

Beatification Mass for Father Solanus Casey
Our Lady of Sorrows Parish sent 200 parishioners to the
Beatification Mass in November at Ford Field. This ceremony was
the third time a beatification has occurred in the United States and
the second for an American-born man.
It seemed that each parishioner in attendance had their own “Fr.
Solanus” story. It was exciting to be present as the world watched
the Porter from St. Bonaventure take one of the last steps to be
named a saint in the Catholic Church.
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Ignite Your Hearts
From Ash Wednesday until the Pentecost Vigil our parish reflected on a
theme called Ignite Your Hearts. This theme was celebrated in several ways:

† Themes from the weekend readings were chosen and fleshed out in our
homilies and bulletin articles so that the entire parish was hearing a
consistent message week to week.

† From February 25-27th we hosted a Parish Mission with Fr. Steven Bell,
a Paulist priest from New York. Fr. Bell preached 3 simple messages:
repent, heal and transform your heart to develop a life-changing
relationship with Jesus.

† Testimony videos by six of our parishioners were shown just after the

homily every other Sunday and on our parish social media. These
testimonies followed the weekly theme and showed how the Lord worked
in each of their lives to “ignite their hearts!”

† In May our parish hosted its first Pentecost Vigil Mass and Family

Festival. The mass and festival sought to highlight the diverse cultures
of our parish through readings spoken in other languages and various
ethnic food samplings provided by our own parishioners.

Light the Night
The Evangelization Committee planned our parish presence at the July
Founders Festival on the evening of the fireworks. Our presence included live
praise and worship music, a pop-up tent at the corner of Raphael and
Shiawassee, people taking prayer requests and inviting firework attendees to
stop into the church for a few minutes of prayer before the Blessed Sacrament
and to light a candle for a special intention. The teams also handed out
religious items and offered an invitation to future parish events.
A subcommittee of the Evangelization Committee
has worked diligently to develop small faith sharing
communities or “House Churches” called Emmaus
Small Groups. Emmaus groups will offer an
intentional environment of accompaniment and
community whereby individuals can encounter
Christ, grow daily as his joyful disciples and courageously witness an
authentic life inspired by the guidance of the Holy Spirit. A soft launch of the
Emmaus Groups was done during the Lent and Easter seasons, which laid
the groundwork for the full launch to all parishioners in the Fall of 2018.
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Religious Education
Our Religious Education (RE) office developed a new online registration method to create an easier
and more convenient process for our families. This year we had 110 families registered into our RE
program with a total of 175 children and youth. Through the Religious Education Program, students
participated in class each week, attended Adoration and Benediction in the church, received the
Sacrament of Reconciliation during Advent and Lent, contributed to a food drive for the Thanksgiving
baskets, visited the Solanus Casey Center, and much more.
This past year we were very excited to welcome the new curriculum for religion as presented by the
Archdiocese of Detroit. This is a lectionary-based curriculum that prepares families to receive and
better understand the Sunday readings, and it provides practical suggestions for families with
children to share it with the world.

“I was kneeling after
receiving communion
and out of the corner of
my eye I saw this frantic
waving. I looked over and
one of the boys from
CLOW was waving to me
with a huge smile on his
face. It was really cute.”

For our young children, we offer Children’s Liturgy of the Word nearly
every Sunday at the morning masses during the school year. The
number of children that attend varies from 15 to 50 and they all
benefit from hearing the Sunday readings explained to them at their
level of understanding.

During the summer, more than 180 students in Grades K-6
participated in the All-Catholic Birthday Blast Vacation Bible School
from Cat.chat Productions. The children were energized by a weeklong experience of fun and friendship celebrating Jesus!

—Hannah Redmond

We have 34 catechists and 25 youth aides serving in the overall RE
programs. Our entire teaching team has already earned their
catechist certificate through the Archdiocese of Detroit or are in the
process of doing so. We are very proud of this! We had 43 volunteers who worked tirelessly during
Vacation Bible School to share the greatest Birthday Party with our kids as we celebrated the Dignity
of Life. Thank you for all you do to make Christ known to our children. Without your support, talents,
and dedication, this ministry could not happen.

Thank You to our Volunteers!
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Passion Through Mary’s Eyes
The Passion through Mary’s Eyes was delivered to over 1,400 people during two presentations on Palm
Sunday weekend. Those present took a step back in time to walk through the passion and death of Our
Lord Jesus Christ as seen through the eyes of His Sorrowful Mother. After 17 years, this ministry
continues through the hard work and dedication of over 80 men, women, and children involved as
Actors, Actresses, Crew, Seamstresses, Directors, Musicians, Producers, and more.
“It was a joy to be in the Passion
Prayer for the first time. Thanks
to all for the welcoming attitude
you all had and a grateful “Big
Thanks” for my special “High
Priests” who coached me along
the way”—Jerry Ashe

St. Francis Knights of Columbus
The St. Francis Council is blessed to be housed within the Our Lady of Sorrows faith
community. The Knights are a group of Christ-centered men who are committed to the
pillars of Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism. This past year, the St. Francis Council
has supported the church’s mission in many ways by:
•

Creating a kiosk with books, pamphlets and CDs focused on families through the Building the
Domestic Church program.

•

Supporting Right to Life issues with the 2000 crosses campaign, supporting Pregnancy
Planning and Mother and Unborn Baby Care, and praying the rosary every Saturday morning
to end abortion and change hearts.

•

Working at the Freedom House, near St. Anne’s Church downtown, painting and performing
general maintenance while helping those who can’t take care of themselves.

•

Recognizing men and their families who demonstrate Christ to others.

•

Celebrating the Christmas Season by placing Christmas lights around the campus and
providing “Keep Christ in Christmas” signs and holy cards for the Feast of the Holy Family.

•

Feeding many by sponsoring two Parish Fish Frys during Lent and serving
dinner for our South Oakland Shelter guests.

•

Providing financial support to four local mentally impaired group homes.

•

Supporting our local Boy Scouts as well as sponsoring Eagle Scout projects.

•

Transporting and setting up The Man of the Shroud exhibit.

The Man of the Shroud
The parish hosted this 92-panel exhibit with a full-size replica of the Shroud of
Turin. Over 1,200 people viewed the exhibit, including some of the school and
religious education classes. Msgr. Todd Lajiness, Rector of Sacred Heart Major Seminary in Detroit,
gave a compelling reflection and explanation of the Shroud during the week-long exhibit.
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“It’s cool, and you get
The 7th- 8th grade Puppet Ministry “Heavenly & Holy” enjoyed a banner year with a
record 12 puppeteers! We performed after two Sunday masses, at the school’s Open to serve God and
bring light, where
House, at Marian Oakland and Villa Marie, for students in Religious Education, for
there is darkness.”
our guests at Shelter Week, for Kids’ Club, and at a Barnes & Noble fund-raiser. Our
– AR, Age 13.
puppeteers learn to pray out loud, spontaneously, and publicly as mobile
evangelizers. They learn to proclaim what they believe, they learn how to make a difference in Christ’s
name, they learn how to serve their God, and they learn about themselves and what they are capable of
when it comes to stretching boundaries they’ve often set for themselves. The Junior High and High School
Ministries hosted the autumn Rake & Run and the Spring Bling, raking and cleaning up the lawns of parish
members who are seniors or disabled. We received a message
from a couple we helped. She and her husband were very
“During my shift I was visited by three
emotional. They truly felt loved by their parish and couldn’t get
young people from OLS Youth Ministry.
over what a great job the group did.
They came up to my desk to thank the
staff for saving lives and protecting the
community. Working in this field we often
see the worst of humanity, so simple
things like a thank you and a bag of
candy means a great deal. These special
young people brightened up the entire
department and brought smiles to not
only the staff but the patients as well. On
behalf of the staff at Beaumont
Farmington Hills ER, I thank these young
people for their generous gift of time and
I thank the community of OLS for raising
such exemplary individuals. God bless!”
- Ian Wolffe, R.N.

Our Junior High young people headed out to the streets and
instituted the 10th Leper Society. Like the 10th Leper who came
back to thank Christ for his healing, we headed out to thank
people for what they add to our lives and gifted them with a
goodie bag, a rosary, and other items. We went to the Police
Department, Cowley’s, and the ER at Beaumont Farmington
Hills. Our High School and Junior High students headed to
Detroit Metro Airport to sing Christmas Carols to travelers. We
wore Santa hats and Sorrows’ Spirit Wear and sang songs
proclaiming Christ’s birth! We were met with applause, many took
videos, and others stood by and sang along! We ran into a
soldier from New Hampshire. We thanked him for preserving our
freedom to worship. We met so many others including a woman
who had been away from home for two weeks and was trying to
make her way back. She was tired, flustered, starting to lose hope about making another connection, and
said our music made it all right again. We huddled up with her and publicly prayed for God to help her get
back home safely. She was blown away! She was smiling, engaged, and you could tell she didn’t feel
isolated or alone anymore.
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The mission of Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic School is, in partnership with families, to educate
students who will develop spiritually, academically, and socially, into disciples of Jesus, fed by the
Eucharist, who will live to inspire and serve others in the world. The students at Our Lady of
Sorrows Catholic School are reminded often that “we help each other get into heaven” and that we
walk together on our journey to becoming saints. Through the support of our parish, we walk
together with our families to advance our mission and our holy work of helping one another to our
heavenly home.
An education at Our Lady of Sorrows School encompasses far more than what is covered by the
actual cost of tuition. We welcome any contributions to offset our annual operating expenses. By
donating to Saints for Tomorrow each year, you help keep tuition affordable. Each contribution is a
gift of confidence in our children and in the strength of our mission.

Thank you
for your
support!

School Financial Summary
School Receipts

2017-2018

2016-2017

$ 4,131,922

$ 3,784,745

298,165

188,493

25,691

114,558

23,314
$ 4,479,092

22,621
$ 4,110,417

$2,624,868

$2,401,594

Administration and Development

746,924

707,454

Plant Operations and Maintenance

647,579

567,596

Athletics, Student Activities and Food

304,872

171,324

Capital Expenditures

154,849

262,449

$ 4,479,092

$ 4,110,417

Tuition, Registration Fees, Athletics and
Other Fees
Saints for Tomorrow and PTG Fundraising
(Net)
Parish Subsidy
Other
Total School Receipts
School Expenditures
Instructional

Total School Expenditures
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“Whatever you do, do from the heart.”
-Colossians 3:23

Church Giving

Church Spending
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Church Financial Summary
For the Fiscal Year ended June 30,
Operating Income
Offertory
Christmas
Fundraising, Bequests and Donations
Religious Education Tuition and Fees
Other
Total Church Operating Receipts
Operating Expenses
General and Administrative
Plant Operations and Maintenance
Religious Education
Worship
Diocesan Assessments
Evangelization
Christian Service
Subsidy to School
Total Church Operating Expenses
Church Net Operating Income
Less: Capital Expenditures
Net Surplus/(Deficit)

2018

2017

$1,801,020
154,880
111,041
43,065
138,622
$2,248,628

$1,817,176
$170,441
152,479
67,342
46,078
$2,253,516

846,286
411,781
359,430
251,428
155,864
83,818
51,186
25,691
2,185,484
63,144
284,641

827,250
381,776
342,079
274,956
148,793
58,511
114,558
2,147,923
105,593
$88,185

($221,497)

$17,808

Offertory and
collections
decreased
from the prior
year

Expenses
increased from
the prior year

Our campus is
in need of
many repairs

We depend on the generosity of our parishioners and friends to carry out our mission. The
parish has worked hard to control expenses, despite continued increases in such things as
employee benefit costs. In recent years modest increases in expenses have exceeded increases
in offertory and other contributions. Over the last 10 years, expenses have increased by an
average of 1.5% per year, but contributions have increased by only 0.4%. This has delayed the
performance of certain necessary capital expenditures. At the request of the Parish Finance
Council, a Property Condition Assessment was conducted in May 2018 by AKT Peerless, a
construction and environmental consulting firm owned by a parishioner. This assessment
estimated that over the next 5 years we would need to spend $1,150,000 to replace or repair our
HVAC, mechanical, masonry and roof systems as well as upgrading our security system.
So that we can continue to perform our mission and ensure that our campus is
properly maintained, we ask that you prayerfully reflect on the needs of the
parish and your ability to increase your current giving. We thank you in advance
for your generosity in supporting our parish mission.

THANK YOU
For your generosity in continually
supporting our parish and the
Catholic Services Appeal (CSA)

We served the homeless
during Shelter Week. We hosted

34

guests and performed

1,431 volunteer hours. We assembled 95 complete backpacks
for the homeless children in the Farmington/Farmington Hills school
district.

We served the sick

200 activity bags and collecting games for the patients
at Children’s Hospital during Family Game Night. We assembled 350
Birthing Kits for Global Health Charities and made 86 fleece blankets
by assembling

for cancer patients.

We fed the hungry

2,705 meals for the clients of St. Christine’s,
St. Pat’s and St. Leo’s soup kitchens. We made 750 lunches with
1,500 sandwiches and delivered them to the homeless Veterans in
by cooking and serving

Detroit.

We enjoyed time with our neighbors
by hosting a picnic for the clients at St. Alexander’s and providing food,
games, and a clown for their enjoyment.

We gave to those in need
by collecting and distributing

1,525 Christmas gifts to those at Holy

Redeemer, St. Christine’s, St. Peter Claver, and St. Dominic parishes, as
well as to Friends in Need and Christ’s Chosen charities. We sent

62

pairs of gently used gym shoes from our students and donated them to
St. Christine’s and C.A.R.E.S.

We aided those on a Lenten journey

800 Lenten bags to assist our parishioners during

by assembling
Ignite Your Heart.
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Apps make life easier. With GivePlus Church, you can use your smartphone to give
anytime, anywhere!
•

Download the FREE app on your Apple or Android phone

•

Make one-time or recurring donations using your debit/credit card or
checking/savings account

•

Log in or donate as a guest

•

Securely and conveniently manage donations using Touch ID/Fingerprint,
PIN or password

To give through the app, search your phone’s app store for “GivePlus
Church,” and download the app. Search for Our Lady of Sorrows Parish, and
give. It’s that easy!
If you would like to more information, please visit our website www.olsorrows.com
or contact the church office at (248) 474-5720.
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Our Lady of Sorrows is a Catholic
Community dedicated to giving
witness to Jesus Christ by
proclaiming the
Gospel, celebrating the
Sacraments, and Serving others.

