Marion's Triumph -

Marion Blumenthal Lazan
Marion Blumenthal Lazan, author and
lecturer, was bam in Bremen, Germany, and arrived in the United states at
age 13, three years after the end of
World War I!. Because of her inability
to speak English, Marion was placed
in the 4th grade with 9 year aids. Through perseverance and determination, she was able to be graduated 5 years later at age 18 from Peoria Central
High School in Illinois, ranking 8th in a class of 267
students. Marion attended Bradley University on a
scholarship. In her adult life, Marion worked in the
medical field,in Illinois, and did volunteer work and
community service.
Mrs. Lazan began speaking publicly about her Holocaust experiences in 1979; her memoir, Four
Perfect Pebbles, was published in 1996. Upwards
of one million students and adults in schools, organizations and houses of worship in 36 states, Germany, Holland, Israel, and the UK have personally
heard Marion share her story, and messages of
tolerance and respect.
Mrs. Lazan gives a moving, first hand account of
the Blumenthal family's life from events preceding
Kristallnach, to imprisonment in Nazi concentration
camps, and finally, to liberation. She asks her audiences to be tolerant of others and not stereotype
individuals based on religious belief, color of the
skin, or national origin. She stresses the importance
of positive thinking as well as creativity and inner
strength to overcome adversity, Mrs. Lazan warns
her listeners to be true to themselves, and not blindly follow a leader.
Marion Blumenthal Lazan lives with her husband
Nathaniel in Hewlett New York. They have 3 married children, 9 beautiful grandchildren, and one
magnificent great-granddaughter.

Surviving History's Nighbnare

A 58 minute DVD color documentary produced by John

Four Perfect Pebbles
A HOLOCAUST STORY

Award Winning Memoir by
Lila Perl & Marion Blumenthal Lazan
Over 650,000 copies in print
Marion's Memoir recalls the devastating years that
shaped her childhood.
Following Hitler's rise to power, the Blumenthal
Family-father, mother, Marion, and her brother
Albert - were trapped in Nazi Germany. They managed eventually to get to Holland but soon thereafter
it was occupied by the Nazis. For the next six and a
half years, the Blumenthals were forced to live in
refugee, transit, and concentration camps that included Westerbork in Holland, and the notorious
Bergen-Belsen in Germany. Though they survived
the camps, Walter Blumenthal, the father, succumbed to typhus just after liberation.
It took three more years of struggle and waiting before Marion, Albert, and their mother, Ruth, at last
obtained the necessary papers and boarded a ship
for the United States. Their story is one of horror
and hardship, but it is also a story of courage, hope,
and the will to survive.

Awards
Notable Children's Book
in the Field of Social Studies
NCSS/CBC

Chua Productions, narrated by the actress Debra Messing.
Educational Media Reviews Online -

Highly Recommended (Starred Review)
ALA Booklist Editor's Choice - "This fluidly-edited com-

pelling program digests and broadcasts a searing survivor
story: - Ellen Mandel
School Ubrary Journal - "This powerful look at one survivor's strength, dignity, and spirit will be a valuable tool to
teach Holocaust history: - Brian E. Wilson,
Evanston Public Ubrary, IL
"I just spent an hour watching your documentary. It is fabulous. It was like having you in my dining room .. .1 can hardly
wait until my students see this film. Personalizing history
makes it more meaningful for them. # - Pam Blevins,

Teacher, Brink Junior High School, Oklahoma City, OK
"What an inspiring video! .. ..My class this year seems very
young and their attention span isn't the longest for an 11
year old. However, they sat there in wondennent for the
entire video!... .it is a must if you are teaching the memoir
Four Perfect Pebbles." - Mary Ann Chester, Teacher,

Keaau, Hawaii
"I purchased your video for our Agency library. It arrived last
Friday, so I took it home for the weekend, as my mothr was
visiting. My mom, my daughter, my mother-in-law and I
watched it together on Saturday evening. It is awesome! The
video goes into more depth and detail in some cases than
the book, which made it fascinating. It was exciting to see
your mother and brother on film, after hearing about them in
your talks. I will promote the use of this video in all our 122
schools that learn about the Holocaust. And I plan to purchase a personal copy as well. # Becky Mather, Quality

An ALA Quick Pick for
Reluctant Young Adult Readers

Learning Consultant-Media. Mississippi Bend Area
Education Agency, Davenport, Iowa

"Best of the Bunch" Sydney Taylor Award
Committee Association of Jewish Libraries

"It's wonderful! I found it (Marion's Triumph) very moving. I
will be adding it to our high school's library so it can contribute to the understanding and knowledge of our stUdents. n -

IRA Young Adults Choice

Joanne Shawhan, LMS, CobleskilURichmondville High
School, New York

Pennsylvania Young Reader's Choice
Peoria Reads 2004 for Middle Schools

"I just finished watching Marion's Triumph, and am feeling

completely overwhelmed. Your story is so moving, so full of
hope!...As long as I am a teacher, your story will be shared
and learned from year to year. - Leslie Uoyd, Teacher,
Brownstone, illinois

Four Perfect Pebbles
Professional Reviews

"The history of the Holocaust with a sUNivor's personal memories of what happened
to her family. The writing is direct, devastating, with no rhetoric or exploitation. The truth
is in what's said and in what's left out .... the
personal facts bring it home. "
- ALA BOOKLIST (Starred Review)
"This gripping memoir is written in spare,
powerful prose that vividly depicts the endless degradation and humiliation suffered by
the Holocaust's innocent victims, as well as
the unending horror of life in the camps. It's
also an ennobling account of the triumph of
the human spirit as seen through a child's
eyes." - KIRKUS REVIEWS
"Amid a growing number of memoirs about
the Holocaust, this book warrants attention
both for the uncommon experiences it records and for the fullness of the record. n
- PUBLISHERS WEEKL Y
"Lazan's recollections, along with occasional
quotes from her mother, are intertwined with
Perl's background narrative to make a
smooth factual flow. Especially telling are
details such as the silence Marion maintains
when a secret pot of hot soup she and her
mother rush to hide during a surprise inspection of their barracks, scalds her leg. There's
no hint of over dramatization here; the tone
is, if anything, understated in a story carried
by the momentum of history itself. Two inserts of the family and historical photos intensify the poignancy of the account. "
- Bulletin of the CENTER FOR CHILDREN'S

BOOKS

"Personal memoirs have no equal in their weight of truth
and memory-yours have educated so many. May you
continue to tell and retell your story for years and years. n
- Elle Wiesel, Nobel Laureate
"Your work in our schools is deeply appreciated. May
God bless you for your kindness. " - The late
John Cardinal O'Connor, Archbishop of New York
"I am (also) deeply grateful for your participation in the
Shoah Foundation's project. Your dedication to Holocaust
awareness is incredibly important and is so meaningful to
ensure that future generations will be able to leam about
the Holocaust from those who survived."
- Steven Spielberg
•.. .. .having Marion come to southem-most lfIinois was
probably the best thing the council had ever
done.. .Marion Blumenthal Lazan is committed to telling
her story to as many people as she can. Her touching talk
is from the hearl and captures the audience. In a perfectly quiet, large auditorium, I did not see one individual
leaving during the speech or visit with a neighbor. She
received two standing ovations that night and signed
books for nearly two hours. With each autograph, she
spoke encouraging words and often followed her signing
with hugs." - Beth Arthur, PreSident, illinois Reading
Council
'Someone once said 'God danced the day you were
bom. ' Truly, in your case, He did. You are a natural
teacher and healer in our cruel yet delicate world.. .hope
you'll smile and know that you touch so many people with
your gracious manner and hopeful enthusiasm."
- Nancy Shew, Teacher, Genoa Middle School,
Westerville, OH
"Yesterday, our middle school hosted Marion Blumenthal
Lazan, a Holocaust survivor and co-author of Four Perfect Pebbles. Not only does she tell her family's story, but
stresses the themes of tolerance, hope and perseverance. With sensitivity and patience, she captivates students. Her presentation echoed the way we would like
students to treat each other. She would also be a great
speaker on Human Rights. I recommend her without
reservation".- Betty Wolfe, LMS; Avon Middle School, CT
"We feel so honored and truly blessed to have had both
of you with us once again. I can't tell you about all the
positive comments from students and faculty! So many
teachers said your presentation was the best assembly
we ever had. " - Deb Thibault, Teacher,
Irvina A. Robbins Middle School. Fannlnaton. CT

Marion Blumenthal Lazan
The Presentation
Goes beyond the facts
Stresses importance of positive thinking
to overcome adversity.
Asks audience to be tolerant of others and not
stereotype individuals based on religious belief,
color of skin, race or national origin.
Today's generation is the last generation
to hear a first-hand account.

Four Perfect Pebbles
Award Winning Memoir
In English, Dutch, German, Japanese,
Soon to be published in Hebrew
Hardback by Greenwillow/HarperCollins
ISBN: 0-688-14284-X
Paperback Avon-Camelot ISBN: 0-380-73188-6
Scholastic Book Club ISBN: 0-590-38196-2

Marion's Triumph
Documentary video by Dr. John Chua
Actress Debra Messing, Narrator
Well illustrated with historical footage & photos
Suitable for ages 10 and up
Available from Amazom.com
Contact Information
Marion Blumenthal Lazan
1728 Union Avenue, Hewlett, NY 11557
516-374-5958
E-mail-marion@fourperfectpebbles.com
Website wwwJourperfectpebbles.com

