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Eighth Grade Pays It Forward
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Teddy D.
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Mark E.
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Sofie E.
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Marco P.
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In April, the Eighth Grade class
read Catherine Ryan Hyde’s
breakthrough novel, Pay It
Forward. After several lengthy
discussions about whether or not
this concept could be applied to
our PHS community, my
classmates and I were
encouraged by our English
teacher, Mrs. Banales, to give it a
try. Working together as a team,
we wrote a project proposal to
present our ideas to Mrs. Cailler.
Needless to say, Mrs. Cailler loved
the idea and gave us the green
light to proceed. The plan will be

implemented in two ways. The
PHS student body will receive their
“Mission Possible” instructions
from their teachers on Friday, May
18th. The plan is simple. If students
choose to accept the mission, they
must secretly perform seven
random acts of kindness without
blowing their cover. “Secret Agents
of Kindness” will record their good
deeds on the form provided and
report back to the Eighth Grade
class on Wednesday, May 30th. In
contrast to the individual
challenge, the Eighth Grade
component consists of “Paying It

Forward” to the teachers and
caretaking staff of PHS. Teachers spend
countless hours helping others, and the
caretakers expend tremendous effort to
clean and care for our campus. Our
objective is to lighten the load of these
hard-working people so they can focus
on more pressing matters or just have a
well-deserved break from their daily
routine. Although we are not exactly
sure how successful this plan will be,
the eighth-grade class feels that this
endeavor is certainly worth the
investment!
Student Contributor: Athena C.

Ready Player One Was Number One!
The Seventh Grade class
devoured the book, Ready
Player One by Ernest Cline and
analyzed the book’s character
development, action packed
plot, theme, literary devices,
and symbolism. The book is
about a compassionate
protagonist, Wade Watts, and
his quest to win a world wide
virtual reality game in order to
inherit the creator, James
Halliday’s vast fortune and save
the world from corporate
corruption. In order to win the
game, Wade and his cronies
must find a hidden Easter egg
tucked away in a virtual
universe. Players can’t reach
the egg until they find three
keys, open gates, and perform

perilous tasks! The book is based in
the year 2045, but it’s filled with
countless references from the 1980s,
which delighted the Seventh Grade
Language Arts teacher, Mrs.
Mahoney. In order to make the book
come alive in the classroom, Mrs.
Mahoney exposed the class to 80s
television shows, games, clothing, and
even listened to music from bands
such as Rush, Oingo Boingo, and
Duran Duran. As a culminating
activity, these savvy Seventh Graders
created advertisements about
futuristic items mentioned in the
book, while utilizing Google
Drawings and Google Slides. The
pièce de résistance of the unit was a
class field trip to see the movie
directed by Steven Spielberg on it’s
opening day.

“Ready Player One is
one of the best books
I’ve ever read! It had
relatable characters,
and I loved learning
about the 1980’s!”
-Teddy D.
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Travel to Ancient Lands….
The Seventh Graders just
completed a unit about early
American civilizations and
learned about the Aztec’s,
Mayan’s, and Inca’s religious
beliefs, customs, and contributions to the modern world.
They climbed Machu Pichu,
toured Cuzco, and explored
Tenochtitlan in Mr. Ahn’s dynamic and interactive classroom.

Hindu Hands

Presently, the Seventh Grade
has transformed into knights
and ladies in the Middle Ages
as they learn to fight for land

and power in the feudal system. As a culminating activity,
the class will feast on chicken
legs and watch jousting at Medieval Times!
Mrs. Mahoney’s Sixth Grade
class was transported to ancient Egypt and sailed along the
Nile River as they learned
about the sheer genius of this
ancient civilization. Then they
traveled to India and examined
the beautiful religions of Buddhism and Hinduism,. During
Passover, the class studied

Judaism and the plight of the
Jewish people during the Babylonian captivity.
The Sixth Grade classroom
will now go by the name,
“Sixth Gradia” while students
portray Greek gods and goddesses throughout the Greek
unit. As the students are learning about ancient and classical
Greece, they will create Greek
trading cards and delve into
mythology quests. At the end
of the month, they will don
costumes for a Greek wax
museum!

Art
“I like learning
about the Earth’s
core and

magnetism in
Science this year.”
-Imeth A.
Sixth Grade

In Mrs. Harunk’s art class, the
Sixth Grade students replicated an ancient Egyptian relief
sculpture by carving an Egyptian god into balsa foam and
accented their work with
acrylic paint. To celebrate
Black History month, Mrs.
Harunk featured the artist,
Kimmy Cantrell, and had the
students sculpt a mask in clay.
They also used found objects

such as nails to enhance their
sculptures. Sixth Graders
learned how to draw the Taj
Mahal in two point perspective
and completed their drawings
in watercolors and chalk. The
Eighth Grade is currently
working on a collaborative
recycled art sculpture inspired
by glass artist, Dale Chihuly.
Students are forming their
“glass” inspired sculpture by

Dr. Wilson
Rube Goldberg

Dr. Wilson’s Science Lab was
filled with the Middle School
students perfecting their science
experiments and demonstrations
for the science portion of the
STEAM Fair on June 1st.
Eighth Graders have been working on their Rube Goldberg machine, demonstrating how six
simple machines can pop a balloon in the most unusual
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coloring recycled plastic plates
with designs in colored markers and then reshaping the
plates by applying heat. This
project will be exhibited at the
STEAM Fair!

London Stroud’s Taj Mahal
way. The machine is six feet
long and reaches the ceiling!
The Seventh Grade is busy
asking questions! Currently
they’re trying to determine
the validity of the five second
rule and which soda and sugar
combinations most affect the
removal of calcium from bone.
Then they asked which vinegars work best in the typical

volcano experiment and analyzed
baking soda eruption properties
of bismuth. Further questions
pertained to planets and exoplanets, the properties of slime, the
variations of how to make paint,
and whether products really lighten skin color!
The Seventh Grade has been
busy, messy, and having fun!
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Middle School

Chinese

你好,or hello, is one of the first

Middle School students making
dumplings in Chinese class

concepts the Seventh and Eighth
Graders learned in Chinese class. As
the year progressed, students mastered the fundamentals of Chinese
and can converse with each about
their feelings, the weather, family
life, birthdays, and time. These future linguists even went to the Taiwanese restaurant, Din Tai Fung, and
used their skills to confidentially
greet the waiters and order from the
menu. During Chinese New Year, the
Seventh and Eighth Graders learned
about the Chinese zodiac. Their Chinese teacher, Carol Tseng, always
makes learning fun with educational

and entertaining games. Currently, the class is building longer sentences using proper grammar and will

culminate their learning by creating skits in
groups using everything they learned this
year. Way to go Chinese students!

“I really like the games we play

with Ms. Tseng in Chinese class.”
-Owen B.
Seventh Grade

Physical Education with Mrs. Nygaard
Bullseyes, balls, and bumping have
been the focus of the Middle
School Physical Education curriculum. Mrs. Nygaard taught the fundamentals of volleyball and the
Middle Schoolers enjoyed playing
the game on the campus’s beautiful
new grass. The Seventh and Eighth
Graders learned the nine steps to
shooting arrows with recurve bows
and aluminum arrows. They formed

teams and had competition rounds
while shooting balloons and candy.
Finding immunity idols, teambuilding, and problem solving is the
heart of the Sixth Grade program as
they lead the Fourth and Fifth Graders in Mrs. Nygaard’s popular Survivor program.

Don’t Forget!
Presidential Physical Testing begins the week of May 14th and
the Walking Club ends May 11th!

Marcello I. hitting a bullseye

Meet Mr. Gabriel
The PHS Middle School is looking
forward to learning from John Gabriel as their new Physical Education teacher. Mr. Gabriel received a
Bachelor’s degree in Physical Education and has a passion for soccer
and lacrosse. He is a former Whittier College lacrosse coach and began teaching the Middle School
students team building activities

and soccer this trimester! The smiles
and enthusiasm Mr. Gabriel elicited
from his students could be seen for
miles! Welcome, Mr. Gabriel!

Middle School Students playing new
games with Mr. Gabriel
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Stock Portfolio
Update
Marcello I.
JPM: +$66.02

Gabe K.
Activision: +$471.00

Gabrielle T.

Math
Geometry was the focus of
Mrs. Standart’s Sixth Grade
math curriculum. Students
learned about threedimensional figures, such
as spheres, cylinders,
rectangular prisms,
triangular prisms, and
cylinders. As a fun handson activity, the Sixth
Graders built threedimensional shapes using
nets to visually display the
surface area and volume
for these shapes.

Louis Vuitton: +$3,114.09

Noah D.
Microsoft: +$649.08

Shannon S.
Michael Kors: -$193.56

Pieter Y.
Disney: -$219.97

Tips, taxes, mark-ups, and
discounts consumed Mr.
Ahn’s Pre-Algebra class.
Students applied real world
math simulations and
determined how businesses
sell products at a discount
or mark-up wholesale
items. Seventh Graders
learned how to calculate
tips and taxes to products
and services as well. Later,
the Pre-Algebra students
made scale drawings of
their dream bedrooms
using proportions to create
their blueprints. Currently,

the class is solving multi-step
equations to determine an
unknown.

Sixth Graders Prady R.
and Payton A. making
Geometric nets

Geometry With Mrs. Behrens
Our Geometry students will
soon be running circles
around us all, as we enter
the very important chapter
about circles. This
knowledge will serve them
well throughout high school
as well as on the college
entrance exams. Looking
back at this academic year,
our Geometry students
have advanced their
abilities in algebraic
operations, have mastered

formal geometry proofs, and
have learned a significant
amount of formulae and
operations regarding all
types of polygons. Most
recently, we have studied
and solved problems using
the trigonometric functions
of sine, cosine, and tangent.
In addition to reports on
famous mathematicians, the
students have also presented
mathematical current events

and given overviews of
many of the divisions
of both pure and
applied mathematics.
In preparation for June
1st’s STEAM Fair, our
Geometry students are
eagerly creating what
they hope will be
another block-buster
presentation! See you
then!

Aeronautical Engineering
The Eighth Graders immersed
themselves in aeronautical
engineering and mastered
concepts in the areas of
electronics, mechanics,
programming, and the physics
of flight! Students built
Unmanned Aerial System (UAS)
quadcopters from scratch and
received basic flight instruction
from an FAA certified pilot and
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licensed drone expert. The
teacher, Don Wahlquist, has
extensive mechanical and
software engineering
experience and is also a FAA
licensed aviator, UAS expert,
as well as the President of the
Soaring Union of Los Angeles.
Watching their quadcopters
successfully fly through an

obstacle course was definitely a
highlight for these brilliant
young minds!
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The Love of Languages...
colored homes, named Palmitas de Pachuca de
Soto in Mexico.

The Sixth Grade Spanish class had a
tour of Hispanic speaking countries
via “Que Tal", a monthly magazine,
written in Spanish. They learned
about the Spanish artist, Salvador
Dali, and the concept of surrealism.
Later the students drew their own
rendition of the painting
"Sleep." From there, the class
traveled to geographical wonders
found in South America. In Bolivia,
they explored the Salar de Uyuni, a
desert formed by salt. In Argentina,
they were awed by the Perito
Moreno Glacier. The class also
discovered a neighborhood of multi-

The Sixth Grade learned how to use a SpanishEnglish dictionary, in order to find adjectives to
describe themselves in Spanish. They continued
to use Duolingo to practice their speaking skills.
The children are now mastering Spanish
pronouns, which will enable them to learn the
basics of verb conjugation.
Mr. Cailler, the Eighth Grade Spanish teacher,
describes his class as “PEQUENITA PERO
TALENTUOSA” (small but talented). He thought it
was a joy to hear his students express
themselves in a foreign language… which is less
and less foreign to them. The Eighth Grade
continues to learn and enjoy being bilingual.

Sixth Grade rendition of the houses in
the Palmitas de Pachuca de Soto

Simple Machines, Ecology, and Disease
Embarking on web quests and
creating Earth Day posters
were just two engaging
activities the Sixth Grade
completed in their ecology
unit. They learned about
climate, the causes of climate
change, and the importance of
Earth Day. Students also
investigated the effects of
plastics in our ecosystems and
after watching the
documentary, A Plastic Ocean,
they were shocked to learn
how plastic products pollute

our oceans all over the world.
Ignited by their knowledge,
these passionate Sixth Graders
generated ideas on how to
recycle and take care of the
Earth for future generations.

They discovered how these
machines are all around us
and used on a daily basis. So
next time you reach for a can
opener, remember the power
of a simple machine!

Have you ever wondered how
simple machines such as a
screwdriver make life easier?
Well, the Eighth Graders
investigated the six simple
machines (wheel and axle,
ramp, wedge, pulley, inclined
plane, and screw) and put
their knowledge to the test.

Did you know that before the
chickenpox vaccine was
developed, more than 4
million Americans were
infected with the chickenpox
virus every year? Well, Mrs.
Standart and her sensational
Seventh Graders learned
about fighting disease.

You Say You Want A Revolution...
Every day at Peninsula Heritage is
full of wonder, laughter, and
learning, but that was not the
case for many children in the
Industrial Revolution. Most of a
child’s time was spent in factories
working in dismal conditions. The
Eighth Grade learned how the
Industrial Revolution transformed

the way goods were
produced in the United
States and the changes in
working life for Americans.
One dramatic change was
the opportunity factory
work gave to young
women. It was the only
chance they had to earn

their own money and
independence. Lastly, the
Eighth Grade investigated
how the Transportation
Revolution changed the
way Americans lived and
how it brought
communities closer
together.

Students learned about
pathogens, infectious
diseases, T cells, noninfectious
diseases, and how to prevent
infection through sterilization
for medical procedures. As a
culminating project the class
will write “Disease Reports”
and show their knowledge in a
brochure, poster, or Google
Slide presentation.

The
cold
virus
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Music With Mr. Miller
The past few months in Middle School music have
been on the flexible side, as Mr. Miller had a few
interruptions in his normal schedule to make
room for the 5th Grade Play, other special school
activities, and of course Spring Break. But now his
schedule is back on track, moving full speed from
now until the end of the school year in June.
In Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth Grades, the focus
has been once on ukuleles and guitars. The Sixth
Graders all play ukuleles, in two groups based on
ability level, and some of our talented Sixth Graders have been working hard to get ready for our
May 11th assembly. Our Seventh and Eighth
Graders have the option of choosing either guitar
or ukulele, and they are working toward being
featured at our June Open House musical program.
As we approach the final weeks of school, two
things have stood out to Mr. Miller regarding his

Sixth Graders
personalizing
ukuleles using
paint and pens.

Middle Schoolers in music. First, he’s always impressed
by the way they help each other on their instruments,
without necessarily being asked. There are players of
various skill levels in the same room, and it’s common to
see more skilled students helping other students with
tuning and finding some of the chords. Second, there
have been a few students who have made breakthroughs in their playing - suddenly advancing from one
level to the next. While those breakthroughs sometimes
seem sudden and surprising to the student, they usually
come because of the student’s persistent work.

Books With Mrs. Banales!
This trimester, the Eighth Grade delved
deeply into the social and political themes of
Ray Bradbury’s classic Fahrenheit 451. In
order to build background knowledge prior
to reading this novel, students researched
the atomic era, the cold war, McCarthyism,
and popular culture of the early 1950s. As
students explored the concept of censorship
and the reasons behind it, they developed
written arguments “for” or “against” book
banning in the United States. They also
discussed the role of science and technology
and how these will impact their lives in both
positive and negative ways within the next
thirty to forty years. As their studies
progressed, the children identified
Bradbury’s use of symbolism and quickly
detected the irony revealed throughout the
novel. Students then selected their own
formats to create final projects, which
ranged from dramatic soliloquies to written
television scripts. The final presentations

were both entertaining and
delightful. Bravo, Eighth
Grade!
“As a Bibliophile, the
injustices presented in
Fahrenheit 451 resonated
with me on a personal
level.”

- Zak W. 8th Grade

Banned and Frequently Challenged
Books
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn — Mark
Twain
The Call of the Wild — Jack London
The Catcher in the Rye — J.D. Salinger
Fahrenheit 451 — Ray Bradbury
For Whom the Bell Tolls — Ernest Hemingway
Gone With the Wind — Margaret Mitchell
The Grapes of Wrath — John Steinbeck
The Great Gatsby — F. Scott Fitzgerald
Invisible Man — Ralph Ellison

Moby-Dick — Herman Melville
The Red Badge of Courage — Stephen Crane
The Scarlet Letter — Nathaniel Hawthorne
To Kill a Mockingbird — Harper Lee
Uncle Tom’s Cabin — Harriet Beecher Stowe
Where the Wild Things Are — Maurice Sendak
The Words of Cesar Chavez — Cesar Chavez
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Spotlight Writer….True B.
Dear Needle,
You are the mother of creation, the sharpest being I know, and the only one for me. You help me with my
sewing, and I could not make any creations without you. I guess I can say you are “sew” important to me. If I
had not found you, there would be a hole in my heart that could not be stitched. I have met others but none were
as “sharp” as you. I really “felt” something when I met you. Together we could break the very “fabric” of time. I
never had a dull moment with you. My love for you is an unbreakable thread.

As we grow old you will always be most important to me. I am the thread, you are the needle, and I can’t work
without you. We can make anything together. The only limit is our imagination and the amount of materials
we have. I hope that some day we can make our own company together and share our creations with the world!
Sincerely,
True B.

Loving Literature In The Sixth Grade
The Sixth Grade has been busy
reading and writing in Language
Arts! The class loved the book,
The Outsiders, by S.E. Hinton and
came to school dressed either as
a “Greaser” or a “Soc.” Students
also read Natalie Babbit’s book,
Tuck Everlasting, and analyzed the
concept of everlasting life. To
accentuate their Greek unit, the
class is currently reading a
version of the Iliad entitled, The

Black Ships Before Troy! But wait,
there’s more! This sensational
Sixth Grade class also read The
Boy In the Striped Pajamas, I am
Number Four, Out of My Mind,
and When You Reach Me in their
literature groups! Not only has
the Sixth Grade been reading,
but they’ve been writing poetry,
creative stories, informational
essays, and argumentative essays

too! Phew!
These kids
have been
busy!

The Sixth Grade Outsiders
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Spotlight Writer….Claudia D.
Seventh Grade students in Mrs. Mahoney’s Language Arts class were given the task to write an alternative ending to Amy Tan’s short story, “Rules of the Game.” Enjoy Claudia’s story.
I wasn’t sure how long I rested face down on my comforter; it was probably an eternity.
All I could think was that I really had outdid myself. My mother hated me, I hated me.
Every time I thought of apologizing, I instantly pictured my mother. Standing over me with a disappointed look
plastered on her face. She was holding my king, and with one swift movement she broke it in two, followed by the word
that frightened me, a word I hated unless I was saying it, “Check.”
The moment it escaped her lips, my mind fell dark with despair again.
I was constantly debating keeping my pride and not apologizing, but the thought that kept me from that was
that what if things continued on like this for months.
I didn’t want to be stuck in a cold war with my Mom, forever!
Would things always be like this? Coming home from school and looking upon my family eating dinner, without
me. Sitting around a table which I was not invited to sit at.
That got me mad.
And worried.
And scared.
I wondered if I did say I was sorry, would she ever say it back? Did she even have anything to be sorry for? Did I?
Was I right to be upset with her for showing me off? For using me?
Or was I wrong...she was only proud of me, right? She must have just been proud and wanted to expose my
talent to the rest of the world. She didn’t have any ulterior motives, did she?
I continued on like that for a long time. Second guessing myself, second guessing her.
Click. I heard my door knob start to turn and the door open.
Should I pretend to be asleep? Should I make a run for it? But where would I go?
I knew it was my mother who entered, she had a distinct smell. I had longed for it so many times, when I was
sad, or angry. Sometimes all I wished for was for her to wrap me in her arms and hold me. And it wasn’t a smell you could
find in a bottle or candle, and didn’t really smell like anything, like a fruit or something, it just smelled like her, and It almost made me love her more.
Smelling it now made me sort of sad.
“Waverly?” she said.
I didn’t answer.
For the first time, I felt like a spoiled brat, still lying face down on my bed. I was like a four-year-old throwing a
huge tantrum, and then retreating to her room to thrive in her sadness.
I sat up and rested on my pillow, my face, red and hot from the tears currently stinging my eyes. I tried playing
with the buttons on my skirt like they had some big importance, bigger than whatever my mother was going to say to me.
I kept my eyes locked on them for a long time, trying my hardest to ignore her.
But I waited for a long while, and she never spoke. She just sat in my big, fluffy chair, a few feet from my bedside, silently. I wondered what she might be thinking.
I tried looking up at her a few times to read her expression, but every time I did she was looking directly at me,
into my soul.
Try as hard as I did, I couldn’t stop another tear from sliding down my cheek, drawing a glistening, thin line on
my face. I prayed she hadn’t seen it, but I’m sure she did.
This still silence went on for a long time. I think both of us had a lot to say, but didn’t have the means to say it.
We both were screaming at each other, but without even opening our mouths. I felt almost as if we were like a deer and a
mountain lion; one knows the other is coming for him, but there is nowhere to run, nowhere to go. All the deer can do is
sit and wait for him to kill her. But, both of us were the lion and deer, coming for each other, and also knowing the other
is coming in for the attack.
Even, in silence, my mother was loud with her eyes piercing at me from within her skull, like two small knives.
I finally stopped glaring down, and met my mother’s glance.
I could see her looking at me with a passionate anger but also with pleading eyes, longing for forgiveness.
In those seconds I realized two things: She loved me no matter what, and I loved her. I didn’t care anymore. I
jumped up from my bed and wrapped my arms around her neck. She was tense, but within seconds, she thawed, and her
body accepted my embrace.
She hugged me back tighter than she ever had before.
The mountain lion retreated and the deer made a graceful escape.
It was over.
“ Mom, I love you,” I wailed.
“I love you too,” she smiled.

