2nd Grade Summer Assignment

Summer is here! We know that your family will soon be busy with
vacations, camps and many other activities. We hope that one
activity on the top of your child’s list will be reading. Summer is a
great time to try different books and authors. One of the best ways
to cultivate a love of reading is to read widely and read often. Our
list includes fiction and nonfiction, picture books and chapter books,
as well as a list of series popular with second graders.
Choosing books to read independently is sometimes challenging for
rising second graders. If a book is too hard, it will lead to
frustration. If a book is too easy, it might lead to boredom. A book
that is “just right” offers a degree of challenge and a high degree of
interest for your child. During the first few weeks of school, we
focus our lessons on making good book choices for independent
reading. But until then, we recommend that you and your child
practice the “Five Finger Method” in choosing a book: have your
child read the first page of the book and hold up one finger for each
word that he/she doesn’t understand. If your child is holding up five
fingers at the end of the first page, the book is probably too hard.
That book might be a good book for you to read out loud to your
child.
Reading out loud to your child is very important for many reasons.
Not only is it a wonderful way to spend special time with your child,
it is a chance for you to share books you love. It is a way to model
fluency and to introduce your child to different genres of books,
such as historical fiction, biographies, etc. We recommend that you
read out loud to your child every day if possible! Happy Reading!
Your summer assignment:
1. READ whatever you love to read- both FICTION and NONFICTION.
2. Complete a book log of all the books you read during the summer.

A book log is provided at the end of this letter.
3. From your book log, we ask you to choose 2 or more favorites to share.
4. Now the fun begins! Use the ‘Favorite Part’ page worksheet and draw your
favorite scene from the books. Write an explanation of why it was your favorite
book/scene on the lines.
5. Bring your reading log and 2 or more ‘Favorite Part’ pages on the first day of
school and give them to your 2nd Grade teacher.

CHALLENGE … Can you read 100 books this Summer? Find the Can you

read 100 books this summer? at the end of this letter. Return this along with
your other pages and get a special treat!

Favorite Series - Classics
A to Z Mysteries by Ron Roy
Magic Tree House by Mary Pope Osborne
Cam Jansen by David Adler
Dinosaur Cove by Rex Stone
Ivy and Bean by Anne Barrows
Magic School Bus Series by Joanna Cole
Jenny Archer Series by Ellen Conford
The Adventures of the Bailey School Kids Series by Debbie Dadey
Nate the Great Series by Marjorie Sharmat
Pee Wee Scouts Series by Judy Delton
Polk Street Kids by Patricia Reilly Giff
Ready Freddie by Abby Klein
My Weird School Series by Dan Gutman

Scholastic’s Line of Introductory Books called “Bridges”
The Notebook of Doom
Silver Pony Ranch
The Amazing Sawdust Ranch
Stella and the Night Sprites
Dragon Masters
Eerie Elementary
Looniverse
Lotus Lane

Monkey Me
Haddis and Tank Unleashed
Kung Pow Chicken
Missy’s Super, Duper, Royal Deluxe
Olive and Beatrix
Owl Diaries
Princess Pink and the Land of Fake Believe

Favorite Authors:

Marc Brown
Andrew Clements
Robert Munsch
Paula Danziger
Mary Pope Osborne
Matt Christopher
Arnold Lobel
Steven Kellogg
Harry Allard
Betsy Byars
Stephen Krensky
Robert McCloskey
Cynthia Rylant
Marjorie Weinman Sharmat
Patricia Reilly Giff
Edward and James Marshall

Ruth Heller
Bill Peet
Jan Brett
Gail Gibbons
David Alder
William Steig
Janet Stevens
Patricia Polacco
Jane Yolen
Chris Van Allesburg
Vera B. Williams
Barbara Park
Tomie DePaola
Lisa Campbell Ernst
Eloise Greenfield
Peggy Parish

WE ARE BUSY BOOKWORMS

READING BOOKS

Favorite Part Worksheet
Title: ______________________________________
Author: ____________________________________
What do you think was the best part of the book?

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

Draw your favorite scene or favorite character:

