AGBU Manoogian Demirdjian School
Elementary 2017-2018
A Marvelous Year in Review

Dearest Elementary families,
We had another productive and amazing school year! I want to thank all of you for the endless support
you have shown over the past ten months. Volunteering, organizing events like Monster Mash, reading to
our students, chaperoning field trips, encouraging our athletes at games, donating funds, and providing
whatever is necessary for our students both at home and at school are the reasons why AGBU MDS is
thriving. A special thanks to our PTO, Booster Club, and Hye Vokee members for going above and beyond to ensure our school’s, and in turn, our students’ needs are met.
The one distinguishing factor that pushed us forward was the distinct dedication and collaboration between the elementary faculty. I am grateful and privileged to work alongside our amazing Elementary
staff who tirelessly prepare our students to reach new heights, both in and out of the classroom, as
individuals and citizens of our community. They are the epitome of true educational rockstars!
To my incredible Elementary students: I am honored to be your principal. I have witnessed your hard
work since the first day of school. Your efforts have shined from inside our classrooms all the way to
Nashville, Tennessee! I am thankful for your positive attitudes, amazing talents, and kind hearts. Congratulations to our fifth grade class and best of luck in middle school!
They say a picture is worth a thousand words. So, what better way to showcase our marvelous year
than with both pictures and words that highlight our Elementary program’s successes. We hope you enjoy this collective piece and have a wonderful summer vacation spending quality time with your families.
Looking forward to seeing everyone bright and refreshed on August 22nd, ready for another successful
school year!
Warmly,
Arpi Avanesian
AGBU Manoogian-Demirdjian School Principal

Adventures in Kindergarten

On August 22, 2017, 44
eager and excited kindergarten students set
sail on a yearlong kindergarten adventure. Kindergarten is a very important year as
students begin to dip their feet
into a classroom setting filled with
backpacks, workbooks, and desks.
They quickly dove into the world
of learning starting with letter
recognition, sounds, numbers,
and handwriting. As the year
went on, the students met each
challenge they faced. After just
a few short months, they were
beginning to read, count and
write to 100, and conduct their
own experiments as mini scientists. They even had the opportunity to become authors and
illustrators as they published their
very own class books!
One of the many perks of being
in kindergarten is being able to
join in on the exciting elementary-wide events. This year, the
kids got to be a part of “Trunkor-Treating” in October, Christmas Pajama Day in December,
an ice cream social, Dr. Seuss’
Wacky Wednesday in March, and
many Armenian celebrations!

However, the kindergarteners
have had a few special privileges
and celebrations of their own
throughout the year. Here is a
look into five special stops we
made on this kindergarten adventure...

chance to go to the cafeteria,
eat lunch with one another, enjoy time on the playground, and
even read them their favorite
story.

Stop 1: The 100th Day of
School!
On this day, the kindergarteners came to school
dressed as adorable “100 year
olds” with grey hair, mustaches,
and walking canes. The entire
day revolved around doing math,
art, and writing activities with
the 100th day theme!

Stop 3: Multicultural Day!
Viva la Cuba! These little
Cubanos studied the
country of Cuba and
performed a vivacious dance to
“Cuban Pete” for all the elementary school parents and students.
For over a month, they were
immersed in the art and culture
of Cuba and especially loved the
classic cars and pastel houses
that Cuba is famous for.

Stop 2: Big and Little
Buddies!
This year, the students
got to be both a “little
buddy” to a 5th grader, as well
as a “big buddy” to a preschooler. The 5th grade buddies got
to take the lead and work with
their kindergarten buddies to
make slime and create a beautiful “Sardarabad” mural hanging
in the elementary school. Our
students also got to show the
preschool kids how to be SUPER
kindergarteners! They had the

Stop 4: Field Trip Day!
The kindergarteners
had an amazing time
exploring and playing at
the Discovery Cube with their
parents and friends. The students
played hockey, practiced recycling, went shopping in a grocery
store, and even got to stand in a
wind tunnel going 70 miles per
hour! Best of all, they got to have
a picnic outdoors and play freely
in the adjoining park with their
classmates. When asked what
their favorite part of the field

trip was, many responded by
saying, “the bus ride!”
Stop 5: Graduation Day!
Saturday, May 19th, was
a special day filled with
excitement, nerves, and
tears of joy! Our brilliant graduates sang songs, recited poems,
and performed two Armenian
dances on stage for their families
and friends. After they received
their diplomas and blessings from
both our principal and the priest,
they danced their way to the
cafeteria for a pizza party with
their fellow graduates!
After a long and eventful
journey, this ship is ready
to set sail to 1st grade!
Bon voyage, kindergarteners!

The transition from kindergarten
to first grade can be a daunting
one. There are new, stricter
rules and routines, more homework, more responsibilities and
very high expectations. But our
first graders adapted so easily with great enthusiasm and
perseverance! There were so
many highlights for the school
year!
Beginning with day one, we
were on a countdown to the
100th day of school. When
we finally reached the big day
in January, the children were
surprised that it didn’t seem to
take as long as they had thought
it would. Our entire day was
devoted to all things 100 as they
undertook cross curricular activities that required higher thinking
and provided much fun.
Different genres of writing (narrative, persuasive, informative)
were a major part of our curriculum. How far the students
have come! They are comfortable with these styles now and
can compose interesting, readable pieces of each type. They
loved using the learned terms

Fun in First Grade
from ‘lead’ to ‘closing’ to ‘pop out
words’ to ‘ellipses’ in everyday
conversations.
Many children say that Math is
their favorite subject. Perhaps
this is because it is very hands on
and they are often partnered up
to solve problems with manipulatives. Hearing them explain the
strategy they used and justify
their answers met very high
Common Core Standards.
Earth Day was an exciting event
for us too. It was highlighted by
all 50 of us engaging in a recyclable relay race. Each runner
wore a small sock on their hand
for added difficulty as he/she
carried the item to the designated area as fast as possible.
Good sportsmanship prevailed!
We cannot forget Multicultural
Day! Our chosen country of
France provided ample opportunities to learn the geography,
language, art and food of this
country rich in traditions and
landmarks. Performing the Cancan dance was fun to teach and
witness!

Each holiday provided an opportunity for our students to explore
a bit of the history and customs.
Along with many art projects,
the children often would write
related pieces and do some
cooking too.
Finally, as the year ended, we
went deep into the ocean. Each
child had an ‘at home’ project
to do (diorama or poster). They
then had to each present their
project, showing off their expertise on the subject. They
were so enthusiastic and eager
to share with their classmates.
They learned about the world’s
oceans, specific creatures, predators, the food chain, etc. It all
culminated with our annual field
trip to the Aquarium of the Pacific in Long Beach. The all day
excursion was so exciting as they
were able to use what they
learned in a real world situation.
First grade adventures are done!
It was eventful, productive, rewarding and fun!

Stars of Second Grade

This year, our enthusiastic
second graders explored many
dimensions of the curriculum,
including numerous opportunities with cross-curricular connections.

In Language Arts, students
enriched their learning experiences through hands-on activities. They creatively designed
book reports in the form of a
“cereal box” and a fun “Paper
Bag Book Report.” In support of
the biography story “A Weed
is a Flower, “which showcases
the life of the creative scientist
George Washington Carver,
our second grade students
had the opportunity to also
be inventors. Their inventions
were brilliant and helped make
everyday life easier. We are
proud of their ingenuity, passion, and interest which was
evident in their inventions. Our
“Reading Street” series was
also supplemented by several
novel studies using the “Magic
Tree House” series by Mary
Pope Osbourne.
Students became authors by
composing narratives about
special moments in their lives.
They became scientists as they
wrote lab reports for experiments they conducted to support informative writing. They
also penned persuasive letters
discussing their opinions on
books and other topics. Poetry
was the last genre explored
by our authors who seemed
to enjoy inventive approaches
to discovery through language.
Each genre was celebrated by
the students by orally present-

ing their published work. Some
of our students even published
their final drafts in cursive!

Mathematics filled every aspect of our lives. Our math
program, had daily teacher-directed lessons and opportunities to reinforce concepts set
forth through frequent games,
fun hands-on centers, and
math art. The following concepts were covered: addition/
subtraction, place value, geometry, estimating, two/three
digits, measuring, fractions,
telling time, multiplication/division, and facts.
Our second grade scientists
witnessed the life cycle of a
butterfly, cultivated sunflowers
from seeds, conducted science
experiments, and trained to be
future gemologists. The second
graders also ventured into the
interesting world of dinosaurs
through their exciting Dinosaur
unit and field trip! Activities
included creating dinosaur
dioramas, imprinting their own
fossils, and various art projects.
The unit culminated with a
field trip to explore the Natural
History Museum. During their
visit, our students incorporated what they learned within
our curriculum and successfully
completed an engaging scavenger hunt. It was exciting to
see them engaged within the
Dinosaur Hall, North American
and African Mammal Halls, as
well as the interactive space
in the Discovery Center. Their
eyes popped when they encountered a walking Tyrannosaurus Rex!

Our second grade citizens
reflect on their community and
world around them. This year,
they explored and learned
about the rich culture, architecture, language, and cuisine of the historic country of
Italy! Our little bambini showed
off their Italian dance moves
during our fun and engaging
Multicultural Day!
In May, we celebrated our
moms. With the guidance of
Ms. Arus, Mrs. Takoush, Mrs.
Hasmik, and Mrs. Azniv, our
second graders performed
a series of Armenian songs,
English songs, and heartfelt
poems. Following the program,
the students escorted their
moms to their classrooms for a
tea party. Filled with tears of
joy, it was a beautiful moment
that will not be forgotten.
quotes from second grade

“I remember the butterflies that we
set free after we watched them
hatch.”
‘‘I wish I could create an invention
again!”
“We made mindful bottles. They
calmed us while watching them.”

“My favorite parts of second grade
were the field trip to the Natural
History Museum, Flashlight Fridays,
Celebrity of the Week, and the standardized testing.”
“Making leprechaun traps and doing
the Dinoramas was my favorite part
of second grade.”

Thriving in Third
The expressions on the faces of
the students were of disbelief.
“What do you mean it’s the last
month of third grade?” they
asked with puzzlement.
The school year had gone by so
quickly that it had knocked the
socks off the students as well
as us, the teachers! The feeling
that it had come to an end was
bittersweet. As teachers, you
are extremely proud of all the
achievements your students have
accomplished, and the bond created makes it difficult to let go.
Of course, every grade level
is important in a student’s life.
However, third grade is where
the academic base is awakened,
built, and enhanced. Socially, third
grade is where the character
of the students are shaped. This
year, we were blessed with 49
vivacious students with hearts
of gold! Each milestone was an
adventure and triumph! Academically and socially they not
only flourished, but they endeavored to persevere by striving to
do their best.

Academically, the third graders
were taught and introduced to
many new ventures that sparked
curiosity and ignited a passion for
learning. Within Language Arts,
the students learned to analyze
stories, draw conclusions, and
differentiate between genres.
While writing narrative, expository, and opinion pieces, they
learned to brainstorm ideas,
model, draft, proofread, and
revise. They also learned how to
add and subtract with complexity, and multiply and divide like a
pro. A new realm was unlocked
with geometry and fractions.
In Science, an exciting subject,
we explored the Solar System
and its inner workings, as well
as environments and habitats of
various plants and animals. Geography, different cultures around
the world, and how the United
States came to be, were a few
of many topics touched upon this
year within Social Studies. However, what most stirred their
curiosity was when we incorporated current events within our
curriculum, which in turn, opened
up discussions about etiquette of
behavior within the class, during
recess, and with each other.

Quotes from 3rd Grade Students:
There were many highlights
during third grade this year.
Students taught the entire elementary school about fairness
through a stellar performance.
They were invited to perform
the nativity scene for the Western Diocese. To continue their
exploration of the Solar System
and its inner workings, students
took part in an amazing field trip
to Jet Propulsion Laboratory in
Pasadena. The grand finale of
third grade came during the
Multicultural Day performance
when they depicted the beautiful country of India with a professional-level ensemble dance
performance. They even learned
many Hindi phrases that they
continue to use daily.

“I learned to be respectful.”
“I learned to always do my best, and to
be a leader, not a follower.”
“I learned that mistakes are proof that
you are trying.”
“I learned how to focus.”
“I learned to be honest.”

“I learned how to stand up for myself.”
“I learned not to rush and to take my
time.”
“I learned how great third grade can
be!”
“I learned to be respectful and helpful.”
“I learned to believe in myself.”
“I learned to be patient.”

Yes, it will be hard to let go of
this 2017-2018 third grade class,
but we are so eager to see
what the future holds in store
for each and every one of
them! We are so proud of every
achievement each student has
accomplished and will continue to
accomplish.

“I learned to never give up and to act
like a champion!”
“I learned it is important to support each
other.”
“I learned to find the good in every day.”
“I learned to treat people the way you
want to be treated.”
“I learned to think before I act.”
“I learned saying ‘Good Morning’ and
‘Have a wonderful day’ matters.”

“I learned being truthful.”
“I learned that it is better to choose
being kind over being right.”
“I learned to make smart choices.”

Wow, what a year! To better state that, what a GREAT
year! This year’s fourthgrade students began the
new school year ready and
charged to take on new
academic challenges and
learning experiences. One of
the most exciting changes for
fourth graders is the departmentalized classes, which
exposes them to many different teachers throughout the
course of the year. Here is a
glimpse of just a few things
we learned and enjoyed with
our teachers and friends!
In Language Arts class with
Ms. Hindmarsh, we read our
first novel, “A Wrinkle in Time.”
After reading the story, we
took a trip to the movie theater to see the film with our
classmates! It was a great
experience getting to compare and contrast the novel
to the film. Another favorite
activity during Language Arts
was playing “Sparkle”, a challenging game that reviewed
all the spelling test words.
Armenian class with Digin
Maral helped us advance our
Armenian reading, writing,

Fantastic Fourth
and conversational skills! However, much more than that,
we developed a greater
appreciation for our culture,
history, and heritage. It was
a great experience making
our family trees and learning
more about our ancestors.
The most exciting moment
was performing at the annual “Armenian Cultural Night”
during the month of October,
which is an AGBU tradition
exclusively for fourth-grade
students. We had a chance to
truly embrace our Armenian
culture and perform beautiful
Armenian songs and dances,
as well as recite poetry to
our families and friends.
With Miss Armani, we dove
into the world of math and
became number experts! We
focused on multiplication with
two-digit numbers, long division, as well as addition and
subtraction of decimals and
fractions. One of our most
exciting activities was our
“Oreo Stacking Challenge,”
which was a fun and tasty
way to learn about mean,
median, and mode.
We had many more hands-on

experiments in Science class
with Ms. Marley! Two of our
favorites were the “Save
Fred” and “Drops on a Penny”
labs. For each of these experiments, the fourth-grade
students got to explore and
utilize the scientific method.
Our junior scientists also got
to dissect owl pellets, learn
about different ecosystems,
and start their own class rock
collection.
Our learning and growth happened outside the classroom,
as well! We had a chance
to visit the California Science Center to see the King
Tut exhibit in May, as well as
have an in-house Gold Rush
experience to see how early settlers lived in California.
However, learning all about
Lebanon and getting to dance
the “Dabke” at Multicultural
Day was one of the greatest
highlights of our year!
We are looking forward to
the upcoming year as we
become fifth-grade students
and the newest Elementary
graduating class!

Fifth and Fabulous
We present to you the proud
graduating fifth grade class of
AGBU MDS! As fifth grade students, they have grown and
matured in all aspects of their elementary adventure. It has been
not only an eventful ten months in
fifth grade, but an exciting several years as they have had the
opportunity to learn and grow
with one another in elementary
school. For many of the graduating students, AGBU has been their
second home since preschool,
where they have been able to
develop lasting friendships, which
they will carry into middle school.
There are many activities and
events exclusive to our fifth
grade students, starting with the
kindergarten buddy program. As
a group of students who have
mostly been a strong family unit
since preschool, we had the
honor of being “big buddies” to
the kindergarten students. We
became the role models, as well
as the “protectors” of the youngest and newest members of our
elementary school unit. Working
diligently throughout our elementary years, we have progressed
into this special leadership role
and have enjoyed every moment
with the kindergarteners. Whether it was making slime, reading
a story, or creating the beautiful
“Sardarabad” mural together,
each event was an opportunity
to practice kindness, empathy,
and leadership.
Another perk of being in the fifth
grade is receiving and wearing
our original class sweatshirts! This
year, we got to stand out as

the graduating class in our grey
hooded sweatshirts with our
names written in Armenian down
the sleeve. Additionally, we got to
travel to Sacramento for the day
to learn all about the rich history of our state capitol. What a
memorable experience that was!

The next thing we truly enjoyed
was participating in the annual
Science Fair! After many weeks
of hard work, students in grades
fifth through eighth showcased
their science skills at our annual
Science Fair in the school gym.
In preparation for the Science
Fair, each student came up with
a testable question of interest
and began extensive research to
become an “expert in the field.”
Students then planned and designed experiments in order to
collect data in a fair and ethical
manner, analyzed the collected
data in detail, and drew conclusions based on research and
results. Finally, students designed
their presentations to share with
the science fair judges.

To close off our exciting year of
exclusive events, the fifth grade
students had the eye-opening
experience of shadowing sixth
grade students in their middle
school classrooms. Over several
weeks in May, students had a
chance to visit the DHS building,
meet middle school teachers, and
experience a typical day for a
middle school student. This was a
great transitional activity!
All of these activities and yearlong learning experiences helped
us reach our final monumental
day...
On June 8th, 2018, the fifth grade
students took the stage in their
caps and gowns ready to accept
their diplomas for completing elementary school. Graduating from
elementary school is an academic milestone, as students are formally recognized before their big
transition to middle school. The
momentous growth and maturity
our fifth grade students have
shown, especially over the last
ten months, confirms that they
are more than prepared to take
on daily middle school life!

Հայկական Բարեգործական
Ընդհանուր Միութեան
Մանուկեան-Տեմիրճեան
վարժարանէն ներս հայոց
լեզուն կը դասաւանդուի երկու
ճիւղերով՝ արեւմտահայերէն
եւ արեւելահայերէն, պահելով
դասական ուղղագրութիւնը:
Ստորեւ, ամփոփ գիծերու
մէջ կը ներկայացնենք
Նախակրթարանի՝
Մանկապարտէզէն
հինգերորդ դասարաններու
աշակերտներուն կատարած
մասնակցութիւնը տարբեր
միջոցառումներու, որոնք
ծրագրուած եւ պատրաստուած
են ամենօրեայ դասերուն
կողքին: Աշակերտները
դասարաններէն ներս կը
դիտեն նաեւ տեսանիւթեր,
ամրապնդելու համար գրեթէ
ամէն ամիս կատարուած
յատուկ աշխատանք մը, project մը, ազգային տօներու թէ
դասերուն հետ կապուած:

Հպարտ Հայեր

ամիսը կը նուիրենք
Հայ Մշակոյթին, Սրբոց
Թարգմանչաց տօնին
առիթով: Հոկտեմբեր
20-ին, աշակերտները՝
Մանկապարտէզէն մինչեւ
հինգերորդ դասարան
հպարտութեամբ
արտասանեցին ԱԲԳ-ը եւ
հայրենասիրական երգերով
պանծացուցին մեր թարգմանիչ
հայրերը եւ երկիրը: Չորրորդ
դասարանը մասնակցեցաւ
նաեւ դպրոցին երեկոյեան
հանդէսին նուիրուած
մշակոյթի ամսուան:
W Հոկտեմբեր 28-ը
պատմական օր մը եղաւ 4-րդ
եւ 5-րդ դասարանցիներուն
համար, որոնք Պրպենքի
Առաջնորդարանի սրահին
մէջ ներկայ գտնուեցան Մայր
Աթոռ Ս. Էջմիածնի գահակալ՝
Գարեգին Բ. Ամենայն
Հայոց Կաթողիկոսին հետ
աշակերտական պաշտօնական
հանդիպումին:
W Նոյեմբեր. Գոհաբանութեան
օր եւ «Հայաստան»
հիմնադրամի Թելեթոն:
Այս տարի նոյնպէս
աշակերտները կաթիլ-կաթիլ
սրտաբուխ նուէրներով
իրենց հաւաքած գումարը
փոխանցեցին հիմնադրամին՝
Աշակերտական խորհուրդի
W Դպրոցական տարին
ներկայացուցիչներուն կողմէ
սկսաւ Օգոստոս 2017-ին
մասնակցելով Թելեթոնին:
եւ առաջին միջոցառումը
W Դեկտեմբեր ամիսը կարճ
Սեպտեմբեր 21-ի Հայաստանի
ամիս է: Պատրաստութիւն
Հանրապետութեան 26նոր տարուան
րդ տարեդարձի նշումն
դասարանային ծրագիրներու:
էր: Նախակրթարանի
Արձակուրդի մեկնելէ
աշակերտները պատրաստեցին առաջ Ս. Հաղորդութիւն
ազգային եռագոյն դրօշակներ
ստացան աշակերտները
եւ ելոյթներ ունեցան երգերով
դպրոցի սրահին մէջ, իսկ
եւ արտասանութիւններով:
Աշակերտական խորհուրդը
W Ինչպէս ամէն Հոկտեմբեր,
գնաց Արարատ Տուն, ուր

երգերով, պարերով ու
արտասանութիւններով
տօնական յուզիչ պահեր
պարգեւեց տարեց
մեր մամիկներուն եւ
պապիկներուն:

W Փետրուար 6-ին
Նախակրթարանը
տօնական հագուստ
հագած էր: Բարեկենդան
էր եւ աշակերտները
իրենց ծնողքին կամ մեծ
հօր ու մօր լայն ու երկար
հագուստներով եկած էին
դպրոց: Տեղի ունեցան աշխոյժ
խաղեր, պարանաձգութիւն,
Ղափամայի երաժշտութեան
տակ պար ու խրախճանք:

W Փետրուար 8-ին դպրոցին
Աղաճանեան սրահին մէջ եւ
նոյն օրը երեկոյեան՝ Սուրբ
Պետրոս եկեղեցւոյ սրահին
մէջ տեղի ունեցան Սրբոց
Վարդանանց զօրավարաց
եւ Արցախեան շարժումի
30-ամեակին նուիրուած
հանդէսներ: Հերոսները 3-րդ
դասարանի փոքրիկներն
էին, որոնք իրենց խմբային
պարերով (պարուսոյց Պրն.

Արա Մելքոնեան), երգերով
(խմբավար Օրդ. Արուս
Անդրէասեան) եւ խօսքով
ու արտասանութեամբ
(հայերէնի ուսուցչուհիներ
Օրդ. Զեփիւռ Տէմիրճեան եւ
Տիկ. Յասմիկ Մուրադեան),
մասնակցեցան բարձր
կարգերու աշակերտներու հետ,
որպէս այսօրուան Վարդաններ
եւ Շուշան-Վարդենիներ:

W Փետրուար 14-ին անգամ
մը եւս հաւաքուեցանք սրահ,
նշելու St. Valentine-ի տօնը
եւ Տեառնընդառաջը: Օրուան
պատգամը փոխանցեց Օրդ.
Զեփիւռ Տէմիրճեան:
W Մարտ 2018-ին,
Սուրբ Զատկուան
արձակուրդի մեկնելէ
առաջ, աշակերտութիւնը
Ս. Հաղորդութիւն ստացաւ
դպրոցին սրահին մէջ: Ինչպէս
տօնական օրերուն, ամբողջ
տարուան ընթացքին Հայ
Եկեղեցւոյ աշակերտական
ակումբը դպրոցէն ներս վառ
պահեց քրիստոնէական մեր
աւանդութիւնները:
W Ապրիլ 16-ին դպրոցէն
ներս նշեցինք Հայկական
Բարեգործական Ընդհանուր
Միութեան հիմնադրութիւնը

(1906) եւ հիմնադիրները:
Օրուան պատգամաբերն
էր առաջին դասարանի
ուսուցչուհի, նախկին
աշակերտ եւ ներկայիս
նաեւ ծնողք՝ Տիկ. Գարօլին
Գոնիալեանը: Աշակերտները,
ինչպէս միշտ, բերին իրենց
մասնակցութիւնը երգերով եւ
արտասանութիւններով:
W Ապրիլ 23-ին յիշեցինք մեր
նահատակները, մէկուկէս
միլիոնը: Աշակերտութիւնը
ծաղիկներ զետեղեց
Ծիծեռնակաբերդի
յուշարձանին «անմար կրակին»
շուրջ, դպրոցին բակին մէջ:
Տեղի ունեցաւ պատշաճ
յայտագիր: Պատգամաբերն
էր առաջին դասարանի
ուսուցչուհի Տիկ. Տէպի Սմիթը:

W Ապրիլ 28-ին, իր տեսակին
մէջ եզակի հաւաք մը եղաւ,
երբ Մանկապարտէզի եւ 5-րդ
դասարանին զուգընկերները
միասին պատրաստեցին
Սարդարապատի մեծ պաստառ
մը, առաջնորդութեամբ
հայերէնի իրենց
ուսուցչուհիներ՝ տիկիններ
Սեւան Տէր Պետրոսեանի,
Յասմիկ Մուրադեանի եւ
Մարալ Ոսկեանի:
W Մայիս 8-ին, Armenia Tree
Project-ին միջոցով 4-րդ եւ 5-րդ
դասարանի աշակերտները
100 ծաղիկ ցանեցին դպրոցին
բակը, Սարդարապատի
եւ Հայաստանի առաջին
Հանրապետութեան
անկախութեան առիթով:

W Մայիս 10-ին Համբարձում էր:
Այս առիթով դասարաններու
մէջ խօսուեցաւ այս մասին, իսկ
հինգերորդ դասարանը, տիկին
Ոսկեանի առաջնորդութեամբ
Համբարձման երգերով շրջեցաւ
դպրոցէն ներս, շարունակելով
ազգային աւանդութիւնները:

W Մայիսին տօնեցինք նաեւ
մեր սիրելի մայրերուն
օրը: Երկրորդ դասարանի
աշակերտները կոկիկ
յայտագիր մը ներկայացուցին
իրենց մայրերուն,
կազմակերպութեամբ Տիկ.
Թագուշ Նալպանտեանի, Տիկ.
Յասմիկ Մուրադեանի եւ Օրդ.
Արուս Անդրէասեանի:

W Մայիս 21-ին դպրոցէն ներս
տօնեցինք Սարդարապատի
հերոսամարտին եւ
Հայաստանի առաջին
հանրապետութեան
100-ամեակները: Նախ՝ 5-րդ
դասարանը Աղաճանեան
սրահին մէջ ներկայացուց
երաժշտախառն եւ
պարախառն բեմադրութիւն
մը, ներկայացնելով մեր
մէկդարեայ պատմութիւնը՝
Սարդարապատէն Արցախ:
Ապա, ամբողջ դպրոցը

դուրսը, բակին մէջ,
Սարդարապատի յուշարձանին
դիմաց հաւաքուեցաւ,
ուր տեղի ունեցաւ
գեղարուեստական ճոխ
յայտագիր: Նախակրթարանը
մասնակցեցաւ խմբային
պարով, երբ առաջինէն
հինգերորդ դասարանցիները
պարեցին «Հայ մնա»
թնդացնելով դպրոցը:

W Ապրիլ 2018-ի
Հայաստանի քաղաքական
իրադարձութիւնները նոր շունչ
բերին նաեւ մեր դպրոցին:
Աշակերտները ոգեւորութեամբ
սորվեցան եւ երգեցին
այդ երգերը, հետեւեցան
Հայաստանի մէջ կատարուող
սիրոյ եւ համերաշխութեան
թաւշեայ յեղափոխութեան:
***

Այս բոլորին կողքին,
այս տարի առաջին
անգամ ըլլալով Հայերէնի
բաժանմունքը կազմակերպեց
Ուղղագրութեան եւ
Բառագիտութեան մրցումներ,
եւ իւրաքանչիւր դասարանէն
ունեցանք մրցանակակիրներ:
Ահաւասիկ քանի մը
նմոյշներ դասարանային

Հայկական Եկեղեցական Միութիւն

աշխատանքներէ.. Յունուար 28-ին, Հայաստանի
ազգային բանակի տօնին
առիթով, 4-րդ եւ 5-րդ
դասարանցիները նամակներ
գրեցին եւ ղրկեցին հայ
զինուորներու՝ Հայաստանի եւ
Արցախի մէջ:

. Հինգերորդ դասարանցիները
պատրաստեցին «Ամէն տեղ
հայ կայ» աշխատանքը՝ project, ինչպէս նաեւ իրենց
ընտանիքի Ցեղասպանութեան
պատմութիւնը, կորուստէ

փրկելով զանոնք:
. Չորրորդ դասարանցիները
Ապրիլին պատրաստեցին
«Ընտանիքիս ուղին դէպի
Միացեալ Նահանգներ»
աշխատանքը եւ ծանօթացան

իրենց արմատներուն:
. Երրորդ դասարանը առաջին
փորձառութիւնը ունեցաւ գիրք
կարդալու եւ այդ մասին գրելու՝
book report:
. Երկրորդ եւ Առաջին
դասարաններ իրենց դասերէն
օրինակներ բեմականացուցին
դասարաններուն մէջ:
. Առաջին դասարանը ցորեն
ցանեց, հետեւեցաւ անոր
աճումին եւ ծանօթացան հացին
ու անոր տեսակներուն:
ՀԱՅԵՐԷՆԻ ԲԱԺԱՆՄՈՒՆՔ
Նախակրթարանի բաժին.
Օրիորդ Զեփիւռ Տէմիրճեան,
տիկիններ Ազնիւ Գափլանեան,
Յասմիկ Մուրադեան, Սեւան
Տէր Պետրոսեան, Թագուշ
Նալպանտեան եւ Մարալ
Ոսկեան

«Հայկական Եկեղեցական
Միութիւն»ը բազմաթիւ
գործունէութիւններ
ունեցաւ: Միութեան մաս
կազմող աշակերտները,
մեծ խանդավառութեամբ
կատարեցին իրենց
աշխատանքները:
W Ժրաջան աշակերտներու
խմբակը, գրեթէ ամէն
Հինգշաբթի, կէսօրուան
զբօսանքին հանդիպումներ
ունեցաւ:

W Սուրբ Պետրոս
Եկեղեցւոյ Ծննդեան Ծառի
լուսաւորութեան օրը, որ
տեղի ունեցաւ Դեկտեմբեր
3, 2017ին, մաս կազմեցին
հայկական եկեղեցական
միութեան աշակերտները եւ
(Glee Club)ի աշկերտները՝
Օրդ. Արուս Անտրէասեանի
մեծ աջակցութեամբ եւ
առաջնորդութեամբ նաեւ
միշտ սիրալիր Պարոն
Արայի պարախումբի
մասնակցութեամբ, որուն
մասնակից էին դպրոցէս մաս
մը աշակերտներ:
W Ամերիկեան Սուրբ Ծնունդին

օրը, Դեկտեմբեր 24, 2017ին,
մասնակցեցան եկեղեցւոյ
երգչախումբին եւ որպէս
հրեշտակներ դիմաւորեցին
Յիսուս Քրիստոսի Ծնունդը:

W Աւագ Հինգշաբթի օր, Սուրբ
Պետրոս Եկեղեցւոյ սրահին
մէջ, անոնք արտասանեցին
շարականներ եւ սաղմոսներ:
Սորվեցան աղօթքներ
եւ Աստուածաշնչական
համարներ:

W Յաճախ դիմաւորեցին
եկեղեցւոյ Տէր Հայրը՝
ողջունելով եւ աջահամբոյրով:

W Ծաղկազարդի առիթով՝
արմաւենիի ճիւղերով
խաչեր շինեցին, նոյնիսկ
զբօսանքներուն:
W Ծաղկազարդի Տօնը
դիմաւորելու համար՝
երկուհարիւրէ աւելի մոմեր
զարդարեցին:
W Յաջորդաբար, չորս
կիրակիներ, իրենց
պատրաստած Ծաղկազարդի
մոմերը եւ ծաղկեթագերը
վաճառեցին:
W Ծաղկազարդի օրը, Սուրբ
Պետրոս Եկեղեցւոյ մուտքին
կանգնած՝ արմաւենիի
ճիւղերով զարդարեցին
հաւատացեալներու կուրծքերը:

W Քրիստոսի հռաշափառ
Յարութեան օրը ծառայեցին՝
օգտակար ըլլալով
հաւատացեալներուն:
W Ձեռային աշխատանքներ
կատարեցին
Աստուածաշնչական
համարներով զարդարուած:
W Իր սիրայօժար ծառայութեան
ներդրումը ունեցաւ նաեւ Տիկին
Թագուշ Նալպանտեան:
Երանի՜ անոր, որ
գիտակցաբար Տիրոջ կը
ծառայէ:

W Գործնականօրէն
կիրարկեցին եկեղեցւոյ Հովիւը
ողջունելու ձեւը:

Multicultural Day
May 3, 2018

Always exploring innovative
ideas, our vibrant principal, Ms.
Arpi Avanesian, encouraged all
elementary teachers to explore
the community schools around
the Los Angeles district in order
to learn and grow. As a result,
our amazing first grade teacher, Mrs. Karolyn Konyalian, introduced the idea of Multicultural
Day three years ago during a
faculty meeting. The idea was
unanimously embraced by our
teachers and Multicultural Day
at AGBU MDS Elementary School
was born!
During the month of April, each
grade level had been relentlessly
studying about the culture and
history about the country they
had chosen. Costumes were ordered, and food from each area
was explored. With the expertise of Baron Ara, dances were
taught, and songs taught by Ms.
Arus were practiced. Passports
for each child were fashioned by
Miss Lara Armani and our creative teachers worked around
the clock helping and supporting
one another throughout the entire process.
Excitement radiated within the
walls of AGBU MDS Elementary

School. It was the morning of
Thursday, May 3rd, and Multicultural Day had arrived! Students
and teachers enthusiastically put
together last minute touches and
prepared to make an entrance
into the gym to preform for our
thrilled parents.
Thunderous applause exploded
within the gym as each grade
level paraded in wearing colorful costumes depicting each
country. Students took their
seats and the program commenced with opening remarks
conducted by Ms. Avanesian.
She delighted the audience of
students, teachers, and parents
alike with incredible facts about
famous Armenians that lived
and contributed to each country
depicted. Mrs. Natalie Berberian
and Mrs. Karolyn Konyalian, the
Masters of Ceremony, engaged
and enthralled the audience
throughout the entire program.
However, the stars who stole
the show and the hearts of all
involved were none other than
our own elementary students of
AGBU MDS!
Pride and talent resonated from
each group. The adorable Kindergarteners represented the

country of Cuba. The energetic first graders portrayed the
country of France. The vivacious
second graders depicted the
country of Italy. The electrifying
third graders sculpted an image of the country of India. The
spirited fourth graders outlined
the country of Lebanon, and the
vigorous fifth graders sketched
a picture of the country of
Ukraine. What a performance
it was! Multicultural Day was a
huge success. Watch out Hollywood, here come the AGBU
MDS Elementary School students!

Elementary Titans

AGBU Manoogian-Demirdjian began with a new addition to our
sports program. During “Meet
the Coaches Night”, Coach Alec
Hunter, also known as Coach
A, outlined an impressive new
plan for the Elementary Athletic
Department. One component
of this plan included making sure
parents received more frequent
communication and information in a consistent manner. He
also stressed the importance of
focusing on player development
rather than on the need to win.
The goal was to help students
realize that mistakes are not only
inevitable, but also a great way
to improve both personal and
interpersonal skills. Additionally,
students would learn about the
qualities of good sportsmanship and how it is necessary not
only between competitors, but
also amongst teammates. With
this new mindset and focus, the
students were definitely being
prepared for athletic success!
Here is a recap of what the
AGBU Titans accomplished this
year with the guidance of their
dedicated coaches…
The season started off with a
bang at the KAHAM track meet!

Our students came out in droves,
while parents’ support and
cheering helped push all of the
Track and Field athletes to the
finish line. Booster Club helped
keep everyone organized and
hydrated, while our coaches
waited eagerly at the finish line
to congratulate every kindergartener through 5th-grade student
on their accomplishments. It was
a phenomenal way to start the
’17-’18 season!
As the season progressed, AGBU’s 4th and 5th-grade girls’
basketball teams competed in
the interscholastic San Fernando Valley Private School League
(SFVPSL). Under the tutelage
of Coach Alexa and Coach
Armand, the girls had a great
season competing against various
schools in the league. The 5thgrade girls were just one basket
away in an overtime game from
becoming league champions!
As the girls SFVPSL season ended, the 3rd through 5th grade
students competed in the KAHAM Table Tennis tournament.
Our students put together a
solid overall performance with
both Sevag Jibilian (4th) and Rosie
Ayrapetyan (5th) placing in 3rd.

During the winter season of
the SFVPSL, we had our two
4th-grade and 5th-grade boys’
basketball teams competing. Our
4th-grade teams started out the
season a little slow as they became acclimated to playing in the
league for the first time. Here
they had a chance to experience
playing in different school settings
and competitive environments.
The 5th-grade boys’ White Team
ended the season beating powerhouse school, Campbell Hall,
defining how far their growth as
a team and as players had truly
come. The 5th-grade Maroon
Team developed their skills and
knowledge of the game throughout the season to help guide
them to an undefeated season
and league championship!
KAHAM basketball and soccer
tournaments for our kindergarten through 5th-grade athletes
took up the weekends during
February and March. Kindergarten through 2nd grade
students played in both sports,
outperforming the majority of
other participating schools. To
watch our boys and girls develop
and work together so well was
a sight to see! It was even more

wonderful to see our parents fill
the gyms and fields with so much
love and support for the children,
making it an amazing experience
for all of our younger Titans to
participate in.
Our 3rd through 5th-grade boys
and girls KAHAM basketball
teams all played their hearts out
leaving everything on the court.
The majority of our teams
placed in 3rd, with the exception
of our 4th-grade boys’ White
Team. This team was able to
prove how working together can
lead to a division championship!
The 3rd and 4th-grade soccer
teams played some amazing
and fun-filled soccer at KAHAM
games. Each team played their
hearts out during the tournament championship game and
fell slightly shy of walking away
with the championship titles! The
5th-grade boys had something to
prove as they started the tournament out on the wrong side of
the win column. As they righted
the ship and sailed into the championship game, they proved they
had what it takes by winning the
title!
The spring season of the SFVPSL
had our 4th and 5th-grade girls’
volleyball teams and our 4th and
5th-grade boys’ soccer teams
competing. Our elementary girls’
volleyball program was participating in a league for the first
time, meaning that both teams
would be playing against very
experienced teams. Yet, our girls
showed serious grit and determination to make every set close.
It was amazing watching all the
girls’ confidence start to soar
and the bond and support for

one other grow.
All three of our boys’ soccer
teams had a phenomenal season.
They had the highs of winning
big, the lows of losing shockers,
and the guts to work together to
get the important wins. In the
end, our 4th grade, 5th White
Team, and 5th Maroon Team all
became division champions!!
To wrap up our athletic year,
we had our Elementary 4th and
5th-grade track team compete in the Laurel Hall Hornet
Invitational. Our future track
and field stars outperformed all
expectations and proceeded to
completely dominate the track
meet. Both 4th and 5th-grade
boys’ and girls’ teams won the
overall track meet titles, proving
that AGBU athletes are and will
continue to be a force to reckon
with!!
GO, Titans!

National Elementary Chess Championship
Nashville, Tennessee
Excitement filled the waiting
area of gate 17 of Southwest
Airlines at LAX early Thursday
morning of May 10th. Various
families of AGBU MDS Elementary School enthusiastically
greeted each other Armenian
style; hugging and kissing once
on each cheek. The boarding announcement was made,
everyone walked eagerly into
the plane, took their seats, buckled their seatbelts, and awated
takeoff. As the captain ascended
the plane high up into the sky,
the smiles of the small group of
AGBU MDS Elementary School
students brightened wide, for
they were making history. For
the first time within the records
of AGBU MDS, elementary school
students were off to compete
against 2,500 elementary students from all around the United
States for the National Elementary Chess Championship! They
were off to Nashville, Tennessee
to conquer and win!
Chess competitors and their
families from all around the United States stayed within the majestic Gaylord Opryland Resort
where the chess competitions
took place. All the AGBU MDS
families met together at noon
on Friday, May 11th at the foyer
of the Delta Convention Center.
Everyone was mesmerized in
awe at the amount of people
present. Thousands of people
crowded the area. You could
read the confusion, amazement,
nervousness, and excitement

on the children’s faces as their
parents and coaches ran back
and forth trying to read the
name of each child and his or
her seating section. As a group,
we all walked through the doors
and into the vast, expansive room
filled with row after row of tables and chairs. Baron Artur gave
words of encouragement to the
children, we all helped them find
their seats, and we were soon
directed out. The doors closed,
as we, the parents, teachers,
and coach sighed nervously. And
so, for the next three days and
seven competitions, this process
repeated.
Our students did not accomplish
an easy feat, they accomplished
a very difficult one! It took courage to walk into a room filled
with 2,500 students and compete against unknown opponents
from around the United States.
It was intimidating, and yet, our
children, ranging from six years
of age to twelve, went in again
and again, keeping meticulous
record in their notebook. Some
came out with a huge smile on
their faces, while others came
out dragging their feet with sad
expressions. At times, crying was
the only source of relief. Parents
were stationed in one particular area that we seized as our
own AGBU MDS spot. There was
constant pacing and anticipation
on behalf of the adults. However,
the beauty that flourished and
resonated from all of this was
the bond that was created as

the children comforted, stood
by, and encouraged one another
unremittingly. Flanked, supported, and loved by the adults, our
children came together to form
a unity of one group, and a unity
of one family that worked together and sustained each other.
Therefore, no one faltered, no
one lost, no one felt sad for long;
all because we had each other,
we were and shall remain the
family of AGBU MDS Elementary
School.
During the last evening together
in Nashville, a heartfelt message
from Ms. Avanesian to the group
was read. Her words concluded
the entire experience beautifully, “I am so proud of all of
you! Win, lose, or draw--you
are all competitors, and that is
what is important. You came to
Nashville, and you introduced to
your competitors who you are.
I hope this was a memorable
experience for you, as not many
students get to experience this.
You are very lucky, and we are
so grateful that you represented
the school. Thank you for being our school’s ambassadors. I
cannot wait to see you back at
school and congratulate you for
a job well done! To moms and
dads, thank you for supporting us.
Without your support and willingness to encourage your children
to enjoy the game of chess, we
would not be here. I hope you
enjoyed your time in Nashville!”

Our 2nd and 3rd graders won 4th place at the unrated section. The 4th and 5 th graders won 25th place amongst 60 teams.

Glee Club

Music

This is the ninth year that AGBU Manoogian-Demirdjian School’s Glee Club has performed at our school
events. They have also been invited to perform at
different functions outside of school. This year’s Glee
Club consisted of third, fourth, and fifth graders. Under the direction of their music teacher, Ms. Arus
Andreassian, the Glee Club delivered many outstanding performances.
In September, they performed at Ararat Home on
Grandparents’ Day. In December, they performed
at school during the PTO Christmas Boutique and
at the St. Peter’s Church Christmas Tree Lighting Recorder club consisted of a small group of enthuCeremony. In February, they participated in the siastic musicians who created exciting wind music
Vartanantz program at St. Peter’s Church, and the during school assemblies and recitals.
highlight of their performances was in April during
the Genocide Commemoration program at school.
Overall, the Glee Club had a very exciting and prosperous year.

Recorder Club

We wish them continued success during the next
academic year!

Recitals
There were two recitals during the year: one
during Christmas time when the students performed Christmas songs and the second took place
in May when students performed compositions of
their choice.
During the 2017-2018 academic year, 50 elementary students participated in recitals. They all did a
wonderful job and made everyone proud. Their
progress from last year was indeed noticeable.
Students’ performances brought joy to everyone:
parents, grandparents, classmates, teachers, and
the administration.
It was a wonderful experience for everyone!
Congratulations to all!

