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Executive Director’s Message
Welcome to the Riverside County Education Academy (RCEA). We look
forward to this new school year and hope each cadet will find the year to be
rewarding, relevant, productive and enjoyable. The vision of RCEA is to
provide an educational environment that enables all cadets to acquire
knowledge, learn leadership skills, and develop the attitudes necessary to
reach their full potential. RCEA embraces the Corps Values of honor,
courage and commitment, and with these values each cadet will be
successful at RCEA.
Staff at RCEA Moreno Valley and Indio campuses are committed to assisting
each cadet with their academic pursuits and school activities. If you
experience any obstacles at RCEA feel free to ask questions or seek
assistance from any staff member.
This Parent/Guardian and Cadet Handbook will familiarize you with RCEA and
enable a cadet to assume all of the responsibilities for academic
success. Parent/Guardian and cadets should read and discuss the contents
of this handbook that contain policies, procedures and regulations. Each
cadet is required to adhere to all policies, procedures and regulations while
enrolled at RCEA.

“Rigor, Relevance and Relationship s” is our motto at Riverside County

Education Academy. We believe that this motto calls cadets and staff to
partner in the success of the cadet and to prepare them for life and postsecondary options.
On behalf of the administration and staff at RCEA we look forward to a great
new year!

Santos Campos

Executive Director
scampos@rcea.us
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GENERAL INFORMATION
Mission Statement
The mission of Riverside County Education Academy (RCEA) is to ensure the success of all
cadets in Riverside County. In this context, Cadet success is defined as graduating high
school well prepared for college and the workforce.
Vision
Through a military learning environment that promotes differentiated instructional
strategies, personal discipline, physical fitness, and leadership skills. RCEA will inspire
honor and pride in its cadets to encourage them to demonstrate ethical behavior and to
become responsible citizens. Successful cadets will respect diversity and exhibit sound
decision making skills. They will attain basic educational goals, complete high school, and
be prepared to pursue a variety of post-secondary opportunities, including military service,
higher education and/or technical training, be productive in the workforce, and be lifelong
learners.
Governance
Riverside County Education Academy is a public charter school established under the
provisions of the Charter Schools Act of 1992, authorized by the Riverside County Board of
Education.
The Executive Director of the Riverside County Education Academy is the chief
administrative officer of the school. The Board of Directors serve to advise and direct the
executive director on RCEA programs, policies and procedures. The Board of Directors
meets monthly and meetings are open to the public.
Parent/Guardian Participation
Riverside County Education Academy believes that parents/guardians are valuable partners
in the education process. There are many ongoing opportunities for
parents/guardians to engage with the school community, including monitoring cadet
academic success. Parents/Guardians can also attend events such as cadet recognitions
and sports, and become members of parent groups on campus.
Riverside County Education Academy has a Wolfpack Community Partnership/Tiger
Community Partnership which reviews policies and makes recommendations to the Board
of Directors. Meeting notifications and minutes are posted in the office and posted on the
RCEA website, prior to meetings.
Campus Jurisdiction
A cadet may be suspended or recommended for expulsion for acts which are enumerated
in the General Orders for Discipline, Cadet Code of Conduct, and California Education Code
Section 48900, related to school activity or attendance which occurs at any time including,
but not limited to, the following circumstances:
1. While on school grounds or school transportation.
2. While going to or coming from school.
RCEA – Parent/Guardian and Cadet Handbook (07/19)
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3. During the lunch period.
4. During or while going to or coming from a school sponsored activity.
Note: Campus jurisdiction extends 1,000 feet from campus boundaries at all times.
Cadet Uniform
All cadets are required to wear an Army Combat Uniform (ACU) or Cadet Casual Uniform
(CCU) on a daily basis as identified by the Commandant. See the Military Program section
for specifics.
Extra-Curricular Activities
Riverside County Education Academy offers a wide variety of extra-curricular activities
including but not limited to athletics, field trips, drill competitions, parades, and dance
competitions. Cadets must be in good academic standing to participate in extra-curricular
activities including those outside normal school hours. Cadets who have poor attendance
and/or behavior issues may not be allowed to participate in extra-curricular activities.
CIF Athletic Eligibility
Cadets desiring to participate in interscholastic athletics are eligible to participate as
prescribed in the California Interscholastic Federation (CIF) Constitution and By-Laws, and
the Southern Section of the CIF Constitution and By-Laws. Cadets who wish to be
informed or instructed in eligibility matters should see the athletic director.
Counseling
Riverside County Education Academy is aware of the social emotional concerns that
adversely impact cadets. Cadets may obtain services through non-punitive self-referral or
from a social emotional therapist.
Identification Card
All cadets are required to have a current cadet identification (ID) card in their possession
while on campus and at all school functions, including dances, field trips, and evening
events. ID cards will be issued at no charge for the first card. Cadets who lose their ID
card must obtain a replacement at a cost of $5.00. A replacement ID card can be
obtained from the school office before or after school and during lunch. Cadets must be
able to present their ID when approached by school officials.
Lost/Found
Riverside County Education Academy does not assume responsibility for loss or the theft of
personal items. Cadets who misplace any item while at school should report the loss to a
staff member. Found items are kept in the office until the last day of school.
Military Recruiter Access
As a school district receiving Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) funds, RCEA shall
provide, on a request made by military recruiters or an institution of higher education,
access to

RCEA – Parent/Guardian and Cadet Handbook (07/19)

7

cadets’ names, addresses and telephone numbers.
School Property
Cadets who damage school property will be financially responsible for replacing item(s).
Cadet Surveys
Periodically, cadets will be asked to participate in anonymous, voluntary and confidential
research and evaluation tools to measure cadet’s health behaviors, at risk behaviors, and
opinions including tests, questionnaires and surveys. The Protection of Pupil Rights
Amendment (PPRA), 20 U.S.C. Section 1232h, requires a school district to notify
parent/guardian of the administration of certain surveys and school activities, as outlined
below. Parents/Guardians have the opportunity to opt their cadet out of participating in
certain school activities and have the right to review, upon request, any instructional
materials used in connection with any survey that concerns one or more of the protected
categories. These activities include a cadet’s survey, analysis, or evaluation that concerns
one or more of the following eight protected areas:
1. Political affiliations or beliefs of the cadet or cadet’s parent/guardian.
2. Mental or psychological problems of the cadet or cadet’s family.
3. Sex behavior or attitudes.
4. Illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating, or demeaning behavior.
5. Critical appraisals of others with whom respondents have close family relationships.
6. Legally recognized privileged relationships, such as with lawyers, physicians and
ministers.
7. Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the cadet or parent/guardian.
8. Income, other than as required by law to determine program eligibility.
Transfer Out of RCEA
Parent/Guardian must accompany their cadet (even when over the age of 18) to the
school office to complete and sign a withdrawal form and provide the name of the school
the cadet will attend.
Video Surveillance
To ensure campus safety and security, video surveillance devices have been installed in
and around campus. Devices electronically record the activities of individuals in all public
areas of the campus. Electronic surveillance recordings are not available to the public and
are maintained by the RCEA executive director.
Work Permits
California EC Section 12259 states that a permit to work is necessary for all minors 14
through 17 years of age. A minimum GPA of 2.0 is required for a work permit. Forms
may be obtained through the school office.
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Forms must be completed by the cadet’s parent/guardian, prospective employer, and
returned to the school office. Work permits are issued in three to five business days.

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
Absences
A partnership of commitment with the cadets and their parent/guardian ensures cadets
make every effort to attend school. If a cadet is going to be absent, parent/guardian
should call the school office to report the absence. Cadets who are absent will be

required to complete all course work that was assigned while the cadet was
absent. If a cadet misses one or more periods, the parent/guardian may receive a phone
call from the school’s automated calling system and/or receive a letter at home. Cadets
who demonstrate excessive absences will be required to attend a meeting with school
administration and their parent/guardian to discuss the absences and address any issues
and concerns preventing the cadet from regular attendance. Habitually truant/tardy
cadets are subject to dismissal from RCEA.
Types of Absences:


Excused Absence: Refer to California EC Section 48205: Illness, medical/dental
appointment, school activities, and court appearances all require proper
documentation. Parent/guardian must send a note, written in ink, with the cadet
the first day he/she returns to school stating the Cadet’s name, grade, date(s)
absent and the reason for the absence. Absences not cleared will turn into truancy.



Unexcused Absence: Unverified absences.



Truancy: Absence from class without school and/or parent/guardian knowledge
and permission. Unexcused tardiness over 20 minutes at the beginning of any class
period. Any cadet who is absent from school, without valid excuse, more than
three (3) days or tardy in excess of 20 minutes on each or more than three (3)
days in one (1) school year is truant (California EC Section 48260).

Passes
It is the cadet’s responsibility to obtain a valid pass when out of class for any reason. Any
cadet out of class without a legitimate pass from the responsible teacher will be brought
directly to the school office.

HEALTH SERVICES AND REQUIREMENTS
Health Services
Riverside County Education Academy does not offer direct health services for cadets. A
school nurse is available for consultation through the Riverside County Office of Education.
Minor first aid (bandages, etc.) are available in each classroom.
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Emergency Medical Assistance at School
In the case of potentially life-threatening medical situations, RCEA staff will contact fire
department paramedics. Parent/Guardian will be notified and will be solely responsible for
making health care decisions for their cadet.
Medications
A cadet needing to take medications of any kind is required to bring their medication to
the school office with an Authorization for Self-Administration of Prescribed Medication at
School form. The form for prescribed medication must be completed by the cadet’s
physician, signed by the parent/guardian, and filed with the school administrator. A new
form is required for each prescription change and at the beginning of each school year.
Under no circumstances are cadets to be in possession of any medications outside of the
school office. Medications include prescription drugs as well as all non-prescription
medications such as aspirin or Tylenol.
Free/Reduced Price Lunch
Breakfast and lunch is provided daily to each cadet enrolled in RCEA. Parent/Guardian
must complete and submit an Application for Free and Reduced Price School Meals form
when enrolling their cadet.
If a cadet does not wish to eat the lunch provided by RCEA they may bring a lunch with
them to school in the morning. Cadets may not have food or beverages brought to

them at any time during the school day or receive deliveries from restaurants.

CADET DISCIPLINE
Behavior
Teachers will establish and review behavior expectations in each classroom. Cadets who
do not follow classroom expectations may be subject to disciplinary action.
Drugs, Alcohol, Electronic Cigarettes, Vapors and Tobacco
The use of any non-prescribed drugs, alcohol, electronic cigarettes, vapors, vapor pens
and liquids, tobacco or possession of a lighter, matches and rolling papers on school
grounds, and at school related functions is strictly prohibited. Possession of any items or
paraphernalia that can be associated with or has an intended use for illegal drug use is
prohibited. A cadet who abuses this policy is subject to suspension and/or dismissal from
RCEA. Cadets also may be cited by local law enforcement for possession and/or use.
RCEA is a Tobacco-Free Campus. Use of tobacco in any form is prohibited within 1000
feet of school grounds.
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Weapons
Items that could be classified in the weapons category, including knives, firearms,
fireworks, or other dangerous objects, are not permitted on school grounds. Any violation
of this rule will be considered a major disciplinary violation, including dismissal from RCEA.
Searches
School officials are authorized to conduct searches when there are reasonable grounds or
suspicion that the search will uncover evidence that the cadet is violating the law or the
rules of the school.
Search Dogs
Dogs are used in random drug searches of the campus to ensure the safety of cadets. To
assure that alcohol, drugs and other items that pose a danger to cadets are not brought
onto the school campus; several unscheduled checks will be made during the year using
specially trained dogs. These friendly, non-aggressive dogs are trained to check
classrooms and school grounds for alcohol, drugs, and gunpowder. They do not come into
contact with cadets.
Appropriate Public Behavior
Any display of affection (including, but not limited to, hugging, kissing or hand holding)
between cadets while in uniform is prohibited. Cadets who engage in such behavior will
be counseled and if behavior continues a parent/guardian conference is required.
Horseplay
“Horseplay” is dangerous activity that has the potential for serious injury. Pushing or
shoving others, jumping on others, tripping or making intentional contact of any kind, or
the throwing of any object at or in the general direction of another—even if “just playing”
is the excuse—is not permitted. Cadets are required to keep their hands and feet to
themselves and are not to engage in horseplay. Cadets and their Parent/Guardian

are liable for all damages to the school and/or injury to others or others’
property arising out of engaging in horseplay.
Harassment, Discrimination, Intimidation and Bullying

Cadets who feel they are a victim of harassment, discrimination, intimidation, bullying,
cyberbullying, or sexual harassment are encouraged to come to the school office and file a
report. These matters are dealt with in a serious and aggressive manner. (www.rcea.us,
Board Policy 5141.3, California EC Section 48900(o)(r)(q) and 48900.2 and .4)
Involuntary Removal from School (AB 1360)
No cadet will be involuntarily removed by RCEA for any reason unless the parent/guardian
has been provided written notice of intent to remove the cadet no less than five school
days before the effective date of the action. The written notice shall be in the native
language of the cadet or the cadet’s parent/guardian.
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USE OF TECHNOLOGY AND ELECTRONIC DEVICES
Cadet Use of Technology
Cadet and parent/guardian must sign the Use of Technology agreement upon enrolling at
RCEA. Violations of the agreement may result in disciplinary action and revocation of
computer/technology privileges.
Use of Cell Phones/Electronic Devices
California EC Section 48901.5 has been amended to include that all schools will regulate
possession or use of electronic devices.


Cell phones and other devices: Cadets are not allowed to use cellular phones or
electronic devices during instructional time.



Head phones and/or ear buds: The use of head phones and/or ear buds is
prohibited on campus.

If school staff see or hear a cell phone or electronic device during instructional time, it will
be confiscated until the end of class. Habitual misuse may result with the cadet being
required to turn their cell phone into the school office at the beginning of the day until the
end of the school day. Additional failure to comply may result in disciplinary action. RCEA
is not responsible for lost or stolen items. Site administration will not disrupt instructional
time to look for lost or stolen devices.

SCHOOL SAFETY
Closed Campus
Riverside County Education Academy has a closed campus policy under California EC
Section 44808.5, “visitors are not permitted on campus without authorization from school
officials…” Trespassing and loitering constitute a violation of Penal Code Sections 602,
627, and 683 in part.
Once a cadet arrives on school grounds, they must remain on school grounds until the end
of the school day. Cadets may not leave the RCEA campus for lunch or at any other time
during the school day without parent/guardian or staff authorization.
Cadet Parking on Campus
All cars, motorcycles, and motor bikes parked in school provided lots are to be registered
with the administration office. Vehicles parked on school grounds are subject to
inspection by authorized school personnel. Vehicles must be locked and no valuables left
inside. RCEA is not responsible for private property. Maximum speed limit on school
property is 5 miles per hour. Cadets are not allowed to access their vehicle during school
time. If more than one car might be driven to school during the year, each car must be
registered and issued a parking permit. Refusal to comply with the above may result in
loss of campus parking privileges.
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Visitor Policy
All visitors including parent/guardian must check in at the school office to receive
authorization and a visitor’s badge to enter the campus.
1. Visitors including parent/guardian are required to show current identification.
2. A visitor on campus without a visitor badge may be asked to leave the campus.
3. Cadets are not allowed to have friends or relatives visit during the school day.
Drop Offs/Deliveries
Cadets are not permitted to bring on campus or receive delivery of items including flowers,
cakes, balloons, etc., food and/or beverages, including deliveries from restaurants.
Instructional items such as uniforms or notebooks must be delivered to the front office.
Leaving School Grounds
Cadets can only be signed out by a parent/guardian or a person listed on the emergency
card; identification is required . RCEA is not liable for the cadet’s conduct or safety
during such time as the cadet is not on campus.
Emergencies:
Cadets are responsible to their teacher in case of an emergency. Cadets should listen
carefully to all directions from teachers and administrators in the event of an emergency.


Fire — The PA system or bell system will be used as an indicator for a fire drill.
Cadets will follow the direction of the teacher and go to an assigned location.



Earthquakes/Disaster — Cadets are immediately to “duck and cover” and will only
be allowed to leave the classroom when directed.



Lock Downs — When a lock down is declared cadets and staff are to remain in the
classroom. Teachers are to lock the classroom door. Cadets and teachers are to
remain low either sitting or lying on the floor away from windows. Cadets who are
not in a classroom when a lock down is declared are to report immediately to the
nearest classroom or office. Only the administrator in charge may cancel a “lock
down.”

Reporting Accidents:
Anytime a cadet is injured on campus, they should report the injury to the nearest staff
member. An accident/incident report form must be completed and the parent/guardian
notified.

INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMS
Testing
Benchmarks and final examinations are required in all courses. Cadets are required to
participate in all state required exams such as Smarter Balance Assessment Consortium
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(SBAC) and California Science Test (CAST), Physical Fitness Test (PFT), and English
Language Proficiency Assessments for California (ELPAC). Cadets will take an inventory
exam to determine placement in classes.
Academic Courses
All cadets participate in coursework stressing fundamental core subjects. Cadets attend
courses in subject areas of English language arts, mathematics, history, reading, science,
foreign languages, military science, physical education, and elective courses. Cadets will
have access to remedial courses to assist them with their core classes. If a cadet fails a
class, they will be required to make up that class.
Grades and Progress Reports
Parent/Guardian can access a cadet’s grades through the Aeries parent portal located on
the school’s web site www.rcea.us If there is a question regarding a grade please
contact the cadet’s teacher.

Progress reports are mailed to the cadet’s home every nine weeks (first and third
quarters). Report cards are mailed home at the end of each semester.
Academic Probation
Any cadet who receives three or more F’s during a grading period is placed on academic
probation. Cadets on academic probation for more than two quarters may be dismissed
from RCEA. When a cadet is placed on academic probation the cadet becomes ineligible
to participate in extra-curricular activities including athletics, Associated Student Body
(ASB), special activities during school hours or any other activity that will interfere with the
cadets focus on improving his/her grade point average (GPA). Cadets who are on
academic probation are not eligible for military promotion in rank.
Intervention
All cadets have access to intervention opportunities which are designed to ensure that
cadets reach academic success. These opportunities could include an intervention class,
small group instruction, and personalized tutoring.
Homework
The purpose of homework at RCEA is to reinforce material covered in class. Being absent
from school does not excuse cadets from completing homework or from meeting
deadlines. If absent, a cadet is responsible for obtaining all homework assignments from
his/her teacher(s). Cadets are expected to complete all work assigned in each class.
When a cadet has an excused absence they will be given one day for each day of absence
to make up class work. Homework may be requested for absences of three (3) or more
days by contacting the teacher or the school office. Allow at least 24 hours for make-up
work to be collected and available for pick up.
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Textbooks and School Property
Cadets are responsible for maintaining textbooks and instructional materials in good
condition. Lost or damaged textbooks must be replaced by the cadet prior to another
textbook being issued. Cadets and parent/guardian are financially responsible for the cost
of replacing any item of school property that is damaged or lost. This includes athletic
equipment and other school property.
Plagiarism
Plagiarism refers to representing someone else’s words or ideas as one’s own. Plagiarism
will not be tolerated and will result in disciplinary action which may include a failing grade
for the assignment.
Cheating
RCEA considers cheating to be a voluntary act for which there is no acceptable excuse.
The term “cheating” includes, but is not limited to:
1. Plagiarism
2. Receiving or knowingly supplying unauthorized information during an examination
3. Using unauthorized material or sources during an examination
4. Changing an answer after work has been graded; re-submitting
5. Forging or altering attendance information
6. Changing a grade
7. Obtaining an answer key
8. Submitting work not done by the cadet
Cadets caught cheating may be subject to a failing grade for the assignment. Disciplinary
action, including possible dismissal from RCEA, will occur if a cadet removes an exam or
other testing materials from the classroom without permission. Cadets who cheat in their
online class will be subject to disciplinary actions including not getting credit for the class.

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
Graduation Policy
High school graduation ceremonies shall be held to recognize those cadets who have
successfully completed the required course of studies. Cadets who are course or credit
deficient may not participate in graduation ceremonies. It is the cadet’s responsibility to
ensure that all requirements have been met.
Transcripts
A transcript showing all grades and credits is kept in the school office. A cadet may
request a copy of his/her transcript by contacting staff in the school office. Cadets who
take a course at a community college during the school year must bring an official
transcript from the community college in a sealed envelope in order to receive high
school credit for that course.
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Credits Required for Graduation
Cadets must earn a total of 215 credits to qualify for a diploma. High school cadets in
grades 9-12 receive credits for courses passed and credits are transferable to other high
schools. Cadets must attain passing grades in the following state and local required
courses to be eligible for a high school graduation diploma from RCEA:
English
Mathematics

40 credits
20 credits

(Including 10 credits of Integrated Math/Algebra)
Life Sciences
Physical Sciences
World History
U.S. History
Economics
American Government
Physical Education
Visual/Performing Arts/
Foreign Language
Electives

10 credits
10 credits
10 credits
10 credits
5 credits
5 credits
20 credits
10 credits
75 credits
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MILITARY PROGRAM
CORPORAL PUNISHMENT DISCLAIMER
Riverside County Education Academy is not a military boot camp and does not engage in
any unlawful corporal punishment of cadets. During the teaching of certain military
practices, it may be necessary for instructors to physically or verbally direct the
movements of cadets. By the nature of the military environment that is created at RCEA,
there may be times when actions of instructors seem to be overtly demanding and
inflexible. These actions are educational in nature and are not punitive. Application for
admission to RCEA signifies an understanding and acceptance of the nature and military
climate of the institution.
Cadet Leadership
The Corps of Cadets utilizes the rank structure of the United States Army, Reserved Officer
Training Corps. All new cadets enter RCEA with the rank of Recruit. Promotion is
awarded on the basis of merit, competence, ability, and military bearing. Cadets may
receive promotions based on test scores and “time in grade” through the rank of Cadet
First Class (E-3). All Non-Commissioned Officers and Commissioned Officers are promoted
through a process involving demonstration of ability, knowledge of military subjects,
military bearing, command presence and enthusiasm. Promotions may be made by the
RCEA Commandant based on exceptional and meritorious actions of a cadet. Promotions
will be reviewed and granted at each grading period.
General Orders for Discipline Guide
Cadets should have the freedom and be encouraged to express their individuality in any
way as long as their conduct does not infringe upon the freedom of other cadets or
interfere with the instructional program. Cadets who violate the General Orders for
Discipline may be subject to suspension, exclusion, dismissal from the Corps of Cadets,
and/or including dismissal from RCEA.
The General Orders for Discipline are supported by California Education Code Section
48900 et.seq., which describes specific behaviors that are subject to discipline and the
measures that a school can and must take in response to those specific behaviors.
Expectations of Cadets
The following General Orders for Discipline apply to all RCEA cadets at all times and will
not change. They constitute the bedrock of discipline and conduct upon which RCEA
cadet’s base their academic and social successes. The General Orders for Discipline
represent RCEA’s expectations and will guide cadet behavior throughout attendance at
RCEA.
The General Orders for Discipline are as follows:
1. To comply with any instructions or directions by any adult staff member
of RCEA. A cadet may disagree with the instructions, but is expected to always
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comply with them. If a cadet disagrees with any instructions or directions given,
they may submit a written request for the reason of the instruction.
2. To treat all members of the Corps of Cadets, staff, visitors and
Parent/Guardian with absolute courtesy and respect. Cadets are not
obligated to socialize with any member of the Corps of Cadets, but are required to
be courteous and respectful at all times.
3. To neither commit nor condone any acts of violence or threats of violence

against any member of the Corps of Cadets, faculty or staff for any
reason. It is a cadet’s duty to assist others in resolving conflicts without violence
or to seek assistance before any violence is committed.

4. To respect the property of others and of RCEA. Cadets will take care of all
property entrusted to them and will return all such property in a timely manner and
in the same condition as when it was received.

5. To never leave the campus of RCEA without permission from staff
members or parent/guardian.
6. To conduct themselves at all times in such a manner as to reflect honor
on themselves, the Corps of Cadets and RCEA.
Uniform Policy
Cadets at RCEA are required to wear a prescribed uniform in the prescribed manner every
day. Uniforms are the property of RCEA. Cadets are responsible for damage to any part
of the uniform due to negligence or intentional damage. A cadet leaving RCEA must
return issued uniform items in useable condition allowing for normal wear and tear.

Cadets not willing to voluntarily comply with the uniform requirements are
encouraged to examine their reasons for attending RCEA.
Uniform specifications and standards are included in the UNIFORM REQUIREMENTS
section, and pictures are included in APPENDIX A. Uniform requirements will be
communicated to all cadets and Parent/Guardian and must be worn accordingly.

Modifications to the uniform of any kind are not allowed at any time.

Cadets who fail to wear the uniform in the prescribed manner may be excluded from
classroom attendance until the uniform is brought into compliance with the standards.
Parent/Guardian will be notified of the uniform discrepancy and will be provided an
opportunity of correcting the uniform problem. Cadets who cannot make arrangements to
have a complete uniform to wear are to see the Commandant.
Continued violations of uniform regulations may result in disciplinary action and/or
dismissal from RCEA.
Personal Grooming Regulations
Cadets must be properly groomed and wear their uniform correctly at all times as required
by Cadet Corp Regulations.
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Piercings - facial piercings are not permitted while wearing the ACU or CCU.
o Female cadets may wear one set of earrings; any more than one will
require removal before coming on campus.
o Male cadets are not permitted to wear earrings.



Hair - must be well-groomed at all times and be natural in color.
o Female cadets with shoulder length hair or longer must keep their hair
secured above the neck in a bun.
o Male cadets are required to keep their hair cut 0-3” above the ear (to the
top of their head). Mustaches must be neatly trimmed; beards and
sideburns are not permitted.
UNIFORM REQUIREMENTS

Army Combat Uniform (ACU)
Each cadet at the time of enrollment receives one Army Combat Uniform (ACU) blouse
(shirt) and pants at no charge. ACUs must be returned at the end of each school year or
when a cadet exits RCEA. Uniforms are reissued before the first day of the new school
year.
The cover (hat) must be purchased for $10.00 at the time a cadet picks up the uniform.
Covers are to be worn as part of the ACU. If lost or damaged, the cadet must purchase a
new cover for $10. Covers are not to be worn inside classrooms or the school

office.

In addition to the above ACU and cover, the following items are also part of the ACU and
must be supplied by the parent/guardian:




Tan t-shirt (3-5 recommended)
Tan leather military-style boots with an 8” top
PE uniform (red t-shirt and black shorts if enrolled in PE)

Army Combat Uniform (ACU) Requirements:
1. The uniform is not to be worn at any time for personal civil events.
2. Civilian attire is not to be worn with the ACU, this includes civilian hats, hooded
sweat shirts or any other item not prescribed for wear with the uniform.
3. The uniform will be worn correctly at all times, including to and from school.
4. If the ACU is lost or damaged the Cadet is required to replace or pay for the
item(s).
5. The uniform should be washed and pressed on a regular basis.
6. Cadets are required to maintain a neat appearance at all times.
7. The blouse will be worn outside the trousers, and the trousers are worn with a belt
at all times. “SAGGING” will not be tolerated at any time.
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8. Cadets are required to wear a solid tan t-shirt or tan long sleeve cotton thermal
shirt with the uniform. The shirt is to be tucked into the trousers at all times.
9. Boots are laced diagonally with tan laces. Cadets are required to wear socks for
sanitation purposes. Trousers will be bloused by using commercial blousing devices,
“rubber bands” or by tucking trousers into top of boots along with boot laces.
10. All pockets will be worn closed or buttoned at all times.
Cadet Casual Uniform (CCU)
Each cadet will be required to furnish their own Cadet Casual Uniform (CCU) which
consists of:






Red polo shirt
White crew neck t-shirt
Black pants/slacks (Dickies)
Black socks
ALL black shoes

Each cadet will be issued a black belt with a brass buckle.
Uniform “Free” Dress
In addition to ACU and CCUs as the uniform for the day, the RCEA Commandant may
designate “free” dress days. The following guidelines shall be enforced and shall apply to
all on campus and extracurricular activities:
1. Clothing, hats, and jewelry shall be free of writing, pictures, or any other insignia
which are crude, vulgar, profane, sexually suggestive, or which advocate violence,
racial slurs, sexism, religious prejudice, or the use of drugs or alcohol.
2. Clothing shall be modest in nature not revealing any undergarment. Females shall
not wear tube tops, off-the-shoulder tops, or tops that do not extend to the waist
with arms at the position of attention. Males shall not wear any sleeveless or tanktops and trousers or shorts shall be secured at the waist and not sagged.
3. Hats are never to be worn inside a building or classroom. This includes the hood of
hooded sweatshirts.

RCEA – Parent/Guardian and Cadet Handbook (07/19)

20

APPENDIX A: UNIFORMS
ARMY COMBAT UNIFORM
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APPENDIX A (cont.)
Army Combat Uniform (ACU)

Cadet Casual Uniform (CCU)

Class Bravo (CB)
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APPENDIX B:
PARENT/GUARDIAN NOTIFICATION LETTERS
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CAASPP System Assessments
Parent and Guardian Notification Letter
California Education Code Section 60640 established the California Assessment of Cadet
Performance and Progress (CAASPP) System of assessments. The CAASPP System
includes computer-based assessments that are aligned with the Common Core State
Standards (CCSS) and the Next Generation Science Standards for California Public Schools
(CA NGSS).
Cadets in grades three through eight and high school take these assessments, unless the
Cadet has an individualized education program (IEP) that indicates assessment with an
alternate test.
The assessments were created to gauge each Cadet’s performance in English language
arts/literacy (ELA), mathematics, and science. They measure the skills called for by the
academic standards, including the ability to write clearly, think critically, and solve problems.
RCEA administers the following CAASPP tests:



Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments for ELA and mathematics
The California Science Test

Smarter Balanced Assessments
The Smarter Balanced ELA and mathematics tests reflect California’s rigorous academic
standards and allow Cadets to demonstrate analytical writing and critical thinking skills as
well as their knowledge of facts.
To learn more about the ELA and mathematics tests, please visit the California
Department of Education Smarter Balanced Assessment web page at
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/index.asp.
California Science Test
California has been developing a new assessment that emphasizes scientific thinking and
reasoning. For additional information about the new science tests, please visit the CDE’s
CAASPP Science Assessment Web page at
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/caasppscience.asp.
If you have any questions regarding administration of the CAASPP assessments, please
contact the school office.
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Physical Fitness Test
Parent and Guardian Notification Letter
Public school students in grades five, seven, and nine are required to take the PFT,
whether or not they are enrolled in a physical education class or participate in a block
schedule. Students who are physically unable to take the entire test battery are to be
given as much of the test as his or her condition will permit. (Education Code (EC) Section
60800 and the California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Section 1041).
The PFT includes tests for six areas of fitness, including aerobic capacity, body
composition, abdominal strength and endurance, trunk extensor strength and flexibility,
upper body strength and endurance, and flexibility. There are two or three test options for
most of the fitness areas of the PFT so that all students, including those with special
needs, have the chance to participate. For those fitness areas that have multiple options,
only one option is reported for each student.
Our students will receive their results upon completion of the PFT. These results will help
students understand their individual levels of fitness. Students are encouraged to talk
about these results with their parents or guardians and their physical education teacher.
Parents and guardians can use these results to help their children plan appropriate fitness
activities.
To learn more about the PFT, go to the California Department of Education PFT web page
at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/pf/. If you have questions about the administration of the
PFT, please contact the school office.
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ELPAC Summative Assessments
Parent and Guardian Notification Letter

State and federal law require that local educational agencies administer a state test of
English language proficiency (ELP) to students whose primary language is other than
English in kindergarten through grade twelve. The California Department of Education
(CDE) has transitioned from the CELDT to the ELPAC as the state ELP assessment.
Students in kindergarten through grade twelve, who are classified as English learners, will
take the ELPAC Summative Assessment every year until they are reclassified as proficient
in English.
The ELPAC is used to measure how well students understand English. Students are tested
on their skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing. This is important so they can get
the support they need to do well in English language arts/literacy, mathematics, science,
and other subject areas in school.
To learn more about the ELA, mathematics and science tests, please visit the California
Department of
Education
Smarter
Balanced
Assessment
webpage
at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/index.asp.
To learn more about the ELPAC, please read the Parent Guide to Understanding the
ELPAC, which can be found on the CDE Parent Guide to Understanding the ELPAC Web
page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ep/documents/elpacparentguide.pdf.
The ELPAC practice tests are another good resource. They can be found on the ELPAC
Web site at https://www.elpac.org, where parents and students can see the kinds of
questions that will be on the test.
If you have any questions regarding administration of the ELPAC assessment, please
contact the school office.
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Cal Grant GPA Submission
Parent and Guardian Notification Letter
California public high schools are required to electronically submit Grade Point Average
(GPA) information to the California Student Aid Commission by March 2.
Cadet GPAs will be submitted for all grade 12 Cadets to the Commission, unless Cadets
and their parents or guardians have opted out of the submission process by October 1.
Cadets who "opt-out" may not be able to qualify for Cal Grant money for college from the
State of California. Cadets who do not opt out will have their GPA submitted to the
Commission to be considered for a Cal Grant award.
A Cal Grant is money for college you do not have to pay back. To qualify, you must meet
the eligibility and financial requirements as well as any minimum GPA requirements. Cal
Grants can be used at any University of California, California State University or
California Community College, as well as qualifying independent and career colleges or
technical schools in California.
To opt-out of the GPA submission, Cadets and their parents/guardians must notify the
front office in writing before October 1.
To learn more about Cal Grants, go to the California Student Aid Commission website
at http://www.csac.ca.gov/.
If you have any questions regarding senior
GPA submission, please contact the school office.
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HIV/AIDS Prevention Education
Parent and Guardian Notification Letter
California public schools are required to provide HIV/AIDS prevention education at least
once in high school. EC Section 51931(d) defines HIV/AIDS prevention education as:
“Instruction on the nature of HIV/AIDS, methods of transmission, strategies to
reduce the risk of human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection, and social
and public health issues related to HIV/AIDS.”
In accordance with California law, all information will be age appropriate and medically
accurate.
In the spring, cadets in their first year of enrollment at RCEA will attend a presentation on
infectious diseases that include HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases, unless
parents/guardians have opted their cadet out of the presentation.
To opt-out of the HIV/AIDS Prevention Education presentation, parents or guardians
must notify the front office in writing.
To learn more about sexual health education and HIV/AIDS/STD prevention, including
information on the California Comprehensive Sexual Health and HIV/AIDS Prevention
Education Act, California Education Code (EC) sections 51930-51939 can be found at the
CDE website at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/se/. Our goal is to help Cadets learn the facts
and to make good decisions now and later in life. If you have any questions regarding
participation in HIV/AIDS Prevention Education, please contact the school office.
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