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Directors Update: Preparing for CAASPP 2019

As you know, your chil dods pammandaadp a
exam has a direct impact on how the public views our success, how the Board
evaluates our program, and the ability of our sponsor district to renew our char
Given the increasingly high-stakesrelationship between this testing and the
future viability of our program, we all need to do everything we can to prepare
students to do theibest on this exam.

Please mark your calendars now. Our regular testing wegkiis29th thru May
3rd, with makeup testing the following week.

Al t hough there is no Aone stop shop
the various aspects of test prep to considkrase work with your Independent
Study Teacher to develop a test preparation plan that is appropriate for your
child(ren). Each region is also working on intervention plans to support strugglii
students and to direct additional resources to the lepefbrmingstudents using
the new grant funds.

f Curriculum selection: Success on CAASPP starts by ensuring that
students arexposed to Common Core gra@eel standards. This does not
mean that students need to exclusively use traditional texts, but it does
mean that educational teams need to carefully review geadéstandards,
Renaissance test scores, and other data tgnde@somprehensive learning
plan for each student.

1 Supplemental curriculum: In the past, we have used a variety of
supplemental test prep materials, including Waggle, Triumph, WriteMat|
and Perfection. While we haven't found one that is universaitgl for all

students, these can be paired wi
appropriate by the Ed Team. (See below.)
1 Technology exposure We must consider our

technology. Do they use a computer regularly? If not, some paioirtg in
basic computer skillaill be necessaryl'ypingis another key basic skill.
Finally, even students who have basic computer skills should practice u
the computer taompose written responsairiting on the computer is not
the same thing assing the computer as a word processor; these are
different skills.
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1 Interface exposure Students also need practice with the style and format of the questions on both the
summative and performance tasks of the SBAC. Using the practice tests at the CAASIPP si
participating in interim assessments is the best way to achieve this goal.

January is around the corner and that spring planning meeting is your next opportunity to make major
shifts in your c lorthid<prng gadnngma et ong| plaase wor k w
teacher to decide what curriculum changes need to be made or supplements added to help get the student
exposure to grade level content, review skills, and test practice. See the list of possible supplemental
curriculum programs below.

1 Learning center classasill use practice tests to model thinking processes on math and writing
performance tasks. Some strategies instructors may use: Walk through example questions and expla
your thinking. Pass out problems to table groups and have them report out strategies

1 Each region will also holdractice test sessions be coordinated by your Principal and test site
coordinator.

1 We will useeBulletins to send links to practice tests and resouiesarents and also announce any
SBAC training opportunities for paremnt

Thank you for your dedication to supporting students in their individualized learning plans while also
balancing the need for preparation for the state accountability testing.

How did Pathways score in State Testing?

During the past four years, titate has been shifting away from the API single score which schools received
each year based on student testing data to the 0
account the eight state priorities and annually measures schoothesimgpdel of status (current year score)
and change (over prior year). Each indicator receives a gauge score from red to blue. Blue is the highest scc
and red is the | owe si8datafsansehtaed aejow.d-or moredetailsed rdgote® 2 0 1 7
www.caschooldashboard.oamd search for Pathways and scroll down for detailed analysis of each indicator.
These scores form the basis for our spring Local Control AccountabilityP&ase check thebulletin for
Advisory Council Meetings in your region where you can give your input on goals and senAcesad
summary of our scores:

1 We improved in English Language Arts from yellow last year to green this year.

1 We improved in math from orange lastar to yellow this year.

f  We saw an increase in absenteeism.

1 Our graduation rate went down slightly largely due to the fact that seniors that take 5 years to gradua

do not #Acounto in this score as gr adinisanearsing P a
a diploma.
1 We receive no English Language Learner score because our population is tod/enmadit the
reporting requirements for all 4 | ocal i ndi ca
Chronic Absenteeism Suspension Rate English Learner Progress Graduation Rate
~, ~ ~, ~,
£ £ A £ AN
QOrange Blue No Performance Color Orange
College/Career English Language Arts Mathematics Ins?fiiiznzﬁ?\;::grsi'als
l I\ \f I'\ Facilities
Yellow Green Yellow

Implementation of Academic Parent Engagement Local Climate Survey Access to a Broad Course of
Standards Study


http://www.caschooldashboard.org/
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Has your high school or middéehool student checked out Naviance yet?

WHAT IS NAVIANCE?

Naviance is a comprehensive college and career readines
platform that enables career exploration, college preparati
and seldiscovery.

Naviance makes it easy for students to answer the questic
that will shape their future:

Who am I? What do | want to be? How will | get there? An
How will | succeed@he design delivers familiar and intuitiv
tools that personalize and simplify the egié and career
planning process

CAREER EXPLORATION

Connecting students' interests to their potential caree

paths early ensures active participation in their own Naviance
academic success and opens their eyes to the wide Student
world of career opportunities. The career planning R ixinnice v imience

tools in Naviance allow students to understand how = s
their strengths, goals, skills, and interests can lead to -
exciting careers.

COLLEGEAND CAREERPREPARATION

Each student ds pat h studsntsuorcieajela@ersondleed iplanithatdelps thémomalse the
right decisions throughout their academic journey.

SELFDISCOVERY

Students build confidence by trying new things, pursuing what they love, and learning from their missteps in
safe environmat. Naviance isthatsafeplacd y hel ping students focus on
interests and strengths, and explore a wialéety of career options.

Every Pathwaysé middle school student Famnibrmatiogh s
about how to access Naviance contact Guidance Coordinator, Naomi Yedlosky:
naomi.yedlosky@pathwayscharter.org




Field Tripp Update

Pathways students and families are invited and encouragedto join field trip coordinator Julie
Carter on our upcoming exciting school field trips.

Wehave several upcoming field trips you canstill register for!
- MediaShakers for both grades 3-6 AND7- 12
- Mrs.GE C E E ySkicker Eactory
- Petaluma Wildlife Museum
- Habitats and Homes
- Andmany more!

Make sure to keep an eye out on your regional eBulletin for updates. For acomplete list and
registration information, please visit our website:
https://www.pathwayscharter.org/apps/pages/fieldtrips

What have our students been up to?

Doyou want to havea Teddy BearPicnic?

Marin K-5 Teddy Bearpicnic. Parentsand younger siblings wereinvited to join the party and all
sharedin someteaand cookies.



https://www.pathwayscharter.org/apps/pages/fieldtrips
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Solano/Napa Regional Update

Dear Families,

Winter officially begins on Friday, December 21dtope your family has a wonderful Winter Break that
includes family and fellowship. Here are a few updates and reminders for families regarding resources,
assessments, and more.

1 Paperwork Reminders: Fall semester ends on January 25, 2019. Teachers will be completing fall
report cards for all TKL2 students. Please check in with individual teachers if you have questions
about their grading policy. Teachers will also be conducting Spring semestenglareetings
throughout the month of January which includes signing Spring required documents (Master
Agreement, etc.)

1 Assessment reminderst want to remind you that all HS students will complete end of semester
exams during the last week of the seme@@nuary 225th). Remember there are no site classes
during this week due to the proctored exams. There will be assessment sessions held in the morning
and afternoons throughout that week. Most HS students will be tal@rend of semester exams and
somewill have more. 311th grade students may also need to complete another reading or math
benchmark assessment to track their academic progress and reassess target skills and goals.

1 Event updates:Thank you to all the students that worked diligently dtierlast 68 weeks to
complete there STEM projects! | enjoy being able to see student work and give students an opportuni
to present what they have learned and share their passion of learning. After the Winter break, staff wi
direct their attention tpreparing for the History fair this spring.

1 Spring Semester & Site class updateSpring classes begin the week of January 28th. The majority
of our classes will remain the same. However, we plan to make a few minor changes to some of our
support and Rttlasses. Please stayed tuned for the updated schedule.

Upcoming Events/Dates to remember:
Winter Break: Dec. 24Jan. 4th
MLK Holiday: Jan. 21st
End of Semester exam session¥an. 2225th
Beginning of Spring SemesterJan. 28th
Staff Inservice-No schooil March 22nd
Spring Break: April 1-5"




: IT & CTECoordinator  Update
j Hello Pathways<Community!
|

I SPRING CLASSES

|

I This SpringSemestertll beoffering thefollowing onlineclasses:

: Help DeskPathway Digital Literacy A & B usingthe BUZZ CyberSecuritycurriculum.
I MediaArts Pathway Computer Graphics & Media A usingthe BUZZ Digital Art andDesign

j curriculum,andGraphics & Media Projects B working onindependentiesignprojectsfor webandmaker
| studio.

I GameDesignPathway No classeshis Spring will restartin Fall 2019

|

I BUZZ onlineus History will continuefor springsemesterandwe will alsooffer US

1 GovernmentandEconomicsonlinethroughBUZZ.

| BUZZ onlineEnglish 9/10andEnglish 11/12will continuefor SpringSemsterfor Vallejo students.
|

I Pleasavork with your IST to determineof anyonline classesreappropriatdor you this spring,and

: registersoon!

| . . . :

I | amexcitedto announceur first JobShadowProgramppento all High Schoolstudentsluring the

1 Januarny22 - February8 window. Work-basedearningopportunitiesconnectstudentslirectlyto local

I employerdo helpthemexplorecareersn alignmentwith theirinterests. All studentdenefitfrom

I authentichandson educatiorthathelpthem seea clearconnectiorto their future. You can make a

I differencein a student'sfuture.

j Studentsarerequestedo fill outthis form to indicateinterestin participatingwhich canbeanhourlong
| tour, up to awholedayshadowinga professionaivorkingin afield of interestto the student.

|

I Studentinterestis high, andsofar, we havementorrequestsn thefollowing regionsandcareeffields of

JOB SHADOW PROGRAM

: interest. If you or someong/ou know worksin oneof thesefields, pleasdill out or forwardthis form,
1 requestingheir volunteerparticipationasa mentor.
-
I [Region of
| |Attendance Industry Fields of Interest Specific Job Interest
| Professional Ballet
I |Marin Dancer
| _ L . .
apa rts ntertainment, Singing and Performing inger
I N Arts & E S d Perf S
| Administration & Support Services, Health & Counseling, Service, EMT,
I |Napa photography EMT, photography
olano rts ntertainment, Education, Media ommunications, Utilities
:SI Arts & E i Ed ion, Media & C icati Utiliti
I |Solano Arts & Entertainment Fashion Designer
I Arts & Entertainment, Farming, Forestry, Fishing, Hunting, Health &
: Solano Counseling, Media & Communications, Service
I |Solano Health & Counseling Clinical Psychologist
| HR Representative or
LSoIano Finance & Insurance, Government, Health & Counseling, Management |Lawyer


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfjT7pTBzrBqNWe9kC8LFkDoVhf4HdxLxs-Vra92RRLTYyDCA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdxDv6Ukd2txx5g31FecXWX25iLTEUB_54KfU4onowZ48AwQg/viewform?usp=sf_link
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|
I [Solano |Arts & Entertainment, Farming, Forestry, Fishing, Hunting |
: Solano |Arts & Entertainment animation, and artist :
| Arts & Entertainment, Finance & Insurance, Management, |
I |Sonoma|Animation, Entrepreneurship, artists/animators/creators I
| Finance & Insurance, Professional, Science & Technical, Real |
I | Sonoma |Estate & Rentals, Architecture Architecture |
I Something in the fashion industry but |l
: Sonoma|Media & Communications, Retall not design |

|
I | Sonoma|Construction, Health & Counseling, Real Estate & Rentals |
: Sonoma|Arts & Entertainment, Photography Photography, wedding :
I [Sonomal|Arts & Entertainment, Medical Prosecutor |
: Education, Finance & Insurance, Health & Counseling, 1
I Sonoma|Professional, Science & Technical Neonatal Nurse :
I | Sonoma|Education, Finance & Insurance, Health & Counseling Veterinarian doctor |
1 Sonoma|Construction, Farming, Forestry, Fishing, Hunting Military :
| Administration & Support Services, Arts & Entertainment, Health & |
I | Sonoma|Counseling, Hotels & Food Service social worker I
: Sonomal|Arts & Entertainment Digital Artist, Singer, Or Dancer :




Sonoma Regional Update

Hello SonomaFamilies
A warmandhappywinter holidaybreakto you all! I've hada wonderfulfirst semestebackandam
looking forwardto the upcomingnew semesteiWe havetonsto look forwardtoo!

Firstacoupleof eventsn the planning:

T Finals and RenaissanceéAssessmenWeek, January 21st- 25th, 2019- High schoolstudents
will cometo the LearningCenterin RohnertParkto taketheir endof-semestefinals. ISTswill be
working directly with studentsandparentdor placemenbn thefinal scheduleThis mayinclude
attendanceluringa RenaissancAssssmenperiod.For K-8 students|STswill alsobe
presentinghe assessmersicheduleandcoordinatingmid yearassessmentBleaseaeachoutif you
haveanyquestionscheryl.townsend@pathwaysatexr.orgor by phoneat 7075856521

1 Learning Center Thursday ClassRegistration K-8 - Be onthelookoutfor the Thursdayclass
scheduleSecondsemesteclassedeginJanuary31st.

1 Project and Performance Fair, May 23rd (tentative) - Backby populardemand! Dustoff the
violin, getoutthetapshoesor designthatscienceexperiment'Our studentswill havealargespace
to performandshowoff their projectsthroughpresentationanddisplays.Mark you calendars
now!

T CAASPP AssessmentWeek April 29th-May 3rd (3rd-8th, 11th grade students)- We
encourage/ou to markyour calendarsow. Participationfor thesegradelevelsis required.Thanks
somuchfor planningahead!

A wordonenroliment.......

Enrolimentcontinuego bestrongin SonomaCounty! We havewait lists at all gradelevels.We think this
is becaus®ur programcontinuego grow in quality anddelivery.We havea groupof highly skilled
teacher&xperiencedn independenstudyandhomebasedearningcurriculum.Becausenrolimentis
alwayssubectto changewe continueto hold monthlyenrolimentorientationsandencourage/ou to
spreadheword aboutour program.

A word on supportservices.......

A big focusfor usthis yearcontinuego be onthedeliveryof supportservicedor our studentsandparents
thatneedassistancen anythingfrom ahomeworkquestionto directinstructionon high level mathto
parentassistancen teachingearlyliteracy. You all havefantasticlST'swho know their stuff but
sometimes/ou or your studentmayneedthat extrapushto getthrougha difficult aspecbof studentor
parentlearning.Comingsoonis a chartthatdetailsthe scheduleof resourceyou canutilize hereatthe
LearningCenter.You will getinformationlike the scheduleof k-12 mathtutoringtime, asmallgroup
writing workshopfor middle schoolersaanda hostof otherresourcegasyto accessWe'll sendan
ebulletinthatcontainsheresourceschedulenceits finalized afterthewinter break.

Many thanksfor thewarmwelcomeasyour new principal! Safetravelsandwarmandrestful holiday
seasorfrom all of usat PathwaysSonoma.


mailto:cheryl.townsend@pathwayscharter.org

Greetings From Marin
Michele Blaisdell
Marin Regional Principal

Warm wishes as we head into winter breakThe San Rafael Learning Center will be closed from
Saturday, December 22, through Sunday, January 6. We resume regular classes, attendance, and
as of Monday, January 7.

Our pre-break weekincluded several special events, with plenty of sugar sprinkled throughout. On

Wednesday, December 19, some of the elementary students brought their stuffed animals (as well
parents and younger sibs) to an ind@aldy bear picnic and tea party Thanks to everyone who joined
us! And on Thursday, December 20, the middle school students who were onsite for study hall, alo

Marin staff Nora, Loree, and Andriana, acted as a voting audience fariogh s ch ool En
debate Two teamgonsidered the following proposition: Students should be required to stay in schg
until theyodre age 18. The order of presentat

their initial argument, followed by the opposition. Then team @tkthe opportunity to address opposin
claims and conclude their case, followed by the second team. The audience votedhwiltdefore and
afterthe debateand, i nterestingly, the count rever st
independenstudy program, we have relatively few buritopportunities for students to practice their
presentation skills, and we want to seize these moments when we can.

Although our winter break takes place at the same time of year as other Marin schoolgjeardgrour
fall semester extends into January. Tieg year spiritinfuses our conversations as we wrap up fall
projects and classes, and then turn our attention to plans fprihg semester January meetings are th
perfect time to check on progresslaevisit priorities for the second half of the school year. Educatior
teams-- students, parents, and teachei@e encouraged to make any needed shifts in emphasis or
routines and consider necessary changes to curriculum or classes.

Finally, pleag keep an eye out for early January updates tegmurg class offerings Our spring
semester begins the week of Monday, January 28.

We hope you have wonderful break filled with just the right mix of relaxation and activity, and we
look forward to reconnecting in the new year!
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Congratulations to our Mid-Year Graduates?

11



