Welcome to Advanced Placement Modern World History (1200-the present). The goals of the course are
to become aware of how humans have, and continue to, transform the world and to become better students of
history. We will work toward these goals through the practice of thinking like a historian, using analytical
thinking, critical writing and Socratic discussion. The summer assignment will be due on the first day of school &
must be hand written.
The updated 2019-2020 College Board AP Modern World History organizes the course into 9 units structured by
the four historical periods:
Regional and Interregional Interactions (ca. 1200 to ca.1450)
1. The Global Tapestry
2. Networks of Exchange
Global Interactions (ca. 1450 to ca. 1750)
3. Land-Based Empires
4. Trans-Oceanic Interconnections
Industrialization and Global Integration (ca. 1750 to ca. 1900)
5. Revolutions
6. Consequences of Industrialization
Accelerating Global Change and Realignments (ca. 1900 to the present)
7. Global Conflict
8. Cold War and Decolonization
9. Globalization
If you would like to get a head start in AP World Modern we will be reading the following book in September, A
History of the World in 6 Glasses. This book will give explanation into how world history develops leading up to
1200 and continuing to today. This gives a detailed overview of the development of civilization.
Standage, Tom. A History of the World in 6 Glasses. 2006.
ISBN-13: 978-0802715524 .
Please feel free to buy a used copy, they are as low as $2.99 online.
In his book, Tom Standage takes the reader on a journey through history from c. 10,000 BCE to the
present by following the development of six influential beverages: beer, wine, spirits, coffee, tea, &
Coca Cola*. Each of these beverages has played a role in driving trade and interaction between people and
civilizations.
*DISCLAIMER: The use of this book as a summer reading assignment in no way represents any endorsement
of the consumption or misuse of these beverages. The book is simply meant to provide an interesting view of
civilizations and trade, from which we can initiate our year-long discussion of world history.

The 2019 summer assignment is set up to introduce students to the beginning concepts of world history
according to the AP key concepts. Please read the following articles, supplemental information, and watch all
videos. Then complete the notes section with your own ideas and opinions to demonstrate your
understanding. All work MUST be hand written. Do not wait until the past minute to complete the work,
budget your time accordingly.
o Post Classical China
45 mins
o Buddhism
15 mins
o Heian Japan
30 mins
o Tenants of Islam
30 mins
o Rise & spread of Islam
45 mins
o Spread of Islamic Culture
45 mins
o Syncretism-Srivijaya
15 mins
o Aztec and Inca
20 mins

TOPIC: POST CLASSICAL CHINA
Learning Objective(s):
Explain the systems of government employed by the Chinese dynasties and how
they developed over time.
Song dynasty in China utilized traditional methods of Confucianism and imperial
bureaucracy to maintain and justify its rule.
AP Theme:
(Circle all that apply)
SOCIAL
POLITICAL
ENVIRONMENT
CULTURES
Assignment:
Est Time: 45 minutes

Questions:
Crash Course: 2000
years of Chinese History
Why does John Green
refer to China as the
first modern state?

What is a dynasty?
How can a dynasty end?

What was the first real
dynasty of China?

When did the dynastic
period end and why?

What was the Mandate
of Heaven?

What did the Qin
dynasty accomplish?

ECONOMIC

TECH & INNOVATION

Crash Course: 2000 years of Chinese History
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ylWORyToTo4
Khan Academy Videos: Song China
Neoconfucianism https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/worldhistory/medieval-times/song-china/v/neo-confucianism-and-zhu-xi
Prosperity of Song China https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/worldhistory/medieval-times/song-china/v/prosperity-in-song-china-960-1279
Notes:

How did Chinese
historians portray the
Han emperor Wen?
What is Confucianism?

Why did Confucius
emphasize the study of
history?
Khan Academy:
Neoconfucianism
What is Taoism?

What was the basis of
legalism?

Why did Buddhism get
push back during the
Tang dynasty?

Who is Zhu Xi?

Explain the basis of
Neoconfucianism.

What makes the quote
by Zhu Xi
Neoconfucian?

Khan Academy:
Prosperity of Song
China
What allowed for such
prosperity in China? Be
sure to discuss what
prosperity was
experienced and how it
happened.

You should have at least
3 topics.

TOPIC: BUDDHISM
Learning Objective(s):

AP Theme:
(Circle all that apply)

Explain the effects of Chinese cultural traditions on East Asia over time.
Chinese cultural traditions continued, and they influenced neighboring regions.
Buddhism and its core beliefs continued to shape societies in Asia and included
a variety of branches, schools and practices.
SOCIAL
CULTURES

Assignment:
Est Time: 15 minutes
Questions:
How did Buddhism
spread from Siddhartha
Gautama’s teachings to
a broader audience?

Why would Buddhism
be difficult for people of
lower castes to
practice?

POLITICAL
ECONOMIC

ENVIRONMENT
TECH & INNOVATION

Khan Academy Reading: The History of Buddhism
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/world-history/ancientmedieval/early-indian-empires/a/buddhism-in-indian-culture
Notes:

Why were the teachings
of Buddhism an
appealing alternative to
Hinduism for people in
lower castes?

Was Ashoka responsible
for the spread of
Buddhism? If so, how?

Overview
During the Maurya empire, the Indian culture and way of life were deeply influenced by Buddhism.
Buddhism appealed to people of lower castes because it emphasized individuals’ path to enlightenment and
salvation, which could be attained in this life.
Buddhism also received state support from Emperor Ashoka, who converted to Buddhism in 260 BCE.
The founder of Buddhism, Siddhartha Gautama, was born circa 563 BCE into a wealthy family. Gautama
rejected his life of riches and embraced a lifestyle of asceticism, or extreme self-discipline. After 49
consecutive days of meditation, Gautama became the Buddha, or “enlightened one”. He made this
announcement in public at about 528 BCE and gained a group of disciples who became Buddhist monks and
traveled throughout northern India spreading his teachings.
Buddhism has a strong individualistic component: everyone has responsibility for their own happiness in life.
Buddha presented the Four Noble Truths as guiding principles: there is suffering in life; the cause of suffering
is desire; ending desire means ending suffering; and following a controlled and moderate lifestyle will end
desire, and therefore end suffering.
In order to achieve these goals, the Buddha presented the Noble Eightfold Path: right belief, right resolve,
right speech, right conduct, right occupation, right effort, right mindfulness, and right samadhi—or
meditation. According to Buddhist practice, following the Noble Eightfold Path will ultimately result in being
liberated from samsara, the cycle of rebirth and suffering.
Many followers of this path to enlightenment participated in an emerging Buddhist monastic
tradition. Monasticism is a religious way of life which involves leaving behind worldly pursuits and devoting
oneself to spiritual activity.

Painting of the Buddha's first discourse, turning the Dharmacakra; Circa 700-1100 CE; Sanskrit Astasahasrika
Prajnaparamita Sutra manuscript written in the Ranjana script. Buddha is dressed in red and is flanked by two
attendants.
Painting of the Buddha's first discourse, turning the Dharmacakra; Circa 700-1100 CE; Sanskrit Astasahasrika
Prajnaparamita Sutra manuscript written in the Ranjana script; Nalanda, Bihar, India. Image credit: Wikimedia
Commons
Buddhism’s individual outlook and disregard for the caste system in attaining enlightenment were appealing
to people in lower castes. Buddhism suggested that individual people might be able to attain enlightenment in
this life and held that caste was not a punishment for deeds committed in a past life. Women also had some
opportunities within Buddhism that they wouldn’t have had access to otherwise, such as the ability to become
Buddhist monks. Buddhism gave them an option for work outside the traditional sphere of family and home.
As you can imagine, following the Noble Eightfold Path was not an easy task! Buddhism was less popular with
people in the vaishya—merchant—or shudra—servant—classes who could not devote all of their time and
mental energy to pursuing these challenging goals. Partly in response, Mahayana Buddhism arose. Mahayana
Buddhism is a form of Buddhism in which people could still attain enlightenment by performing acts of
devotion or performing the duties of their jobs. This alternative approach made Buddhism more acceptable
for a greater number of people. Mahayana means the greater vehicle and refers to the opportunity for more
people to gain salvation.
Buddhism also received support from the state. In 260 BCE, King Ashoka adopted Buddhism after a violent war
against the feudal state of Kalinga. He wanted to renounce violence and publicly turned to Buddhism in order
to achieve this. He may have also turned to Buddhism as a way of uniting people of many castes and cultures
under a similar religion, which might have made his empire easier to govern.
What do you think?
How did Buddhism spread from Siddhartha Gautama’s teachings to a broader audience?
Why would Buddhism be difficult for people of lower castes to practice?
Why were the teachings of Buddhism an appealing alternative to Hinduism for people in lower castes?
Was Ashoka responsible for the spread of Buddhism? If so, how?

TOPIC: HEIAN JAPAN
Learning Objective(s):

AP Theme:
(Circle all that apply)

Explain the effects of Chinese cultural traditions on East Asia over time.
Chinese cultural traditions continued, and they influenced neighboring regions.
Buddhism and its core beliefs continued to shape societies in Asia and included
a variety of branches, schools and practices.
SOCIAL
CULTURES

Assignment:
Est Time: 30 minutes
Questions:
Why in Heian period
Japan is there so much
writing about the
aristocracy?
What is the major book
of this era named my
John Green written by
Murasaki Shikibu?
What elements of
Chinese culture were
blended into Japanese
culture?
Which Dynasty were
they borrowing from?
What is a central idea in
Buddhism?
Why did high class
women have economic
power in Japan?
What were the main
events nobles were
involved in during their
daily lives?
What were high class
women of Heian society
expected to wear and

POLITICAL
ECONOMIC

ENVIRONMENT
TECH & INNOVATION

Crash Course: Heian Japan https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZnZEoOJ-cxE

Notes:

do?
What were legal
protections these
women enjoyed?

What skills and
education did women
receive?
TOPIC: TENANTS OF ISLAM
Learning Objective(s):
Explain how systems of belief and their practices affected society in the period
from 1200 – 1450.
Islam and the core beliefs and practices of these religions continued to shape
societies in Africa and Asia.
AP Theme:
(Circle all that apply)
SOCIAL
POLITICAL
ENVIRONMENT
CULTURES
Assignment:
Est Time: 30 minutes
Questions:
John Green starts the
Islam Crash Course
video by asking “Mr.
Green” why we don’t
know much about the
history of Islam. What
is “Mr. Green’s”
answer? Do you agree
or disagree, and why?
How did Muhammad
come to start the
religion of Islam and
what was Arabia like at
the time of the
development of the
religion?

What was the religious
mix in pre-Islamic
Arabia like at the time
and how could this have

ECONOMIC

TECH & INNOVATION

Crash Course: Islam and the Five Pillars
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TpcbfxtdoI8
Notes:

impacted Muhammad’s
attitudes about
religion?

What does John Green
mean by referring to
Islam as “a radical
reforming religion”?
How does he compare
Muhammad’s religious
goals to Jesus and
Moses’ goals regarding
Abrahamic
monotheism?

How does the Quran
portray Jesus, Moses,
and Abraham?

Muhammad is
portrayed as being very
concerned about social
justice in terms of, as
John Green puts it,
“taking care of those
less fortunate than
you.” How does this
concern display itself in
the Quran?

What are the
supplementary sacred
texts of Islam? Explain
the purpose of these
texts.

What’s the history of
how Islam grew and
how the Islamic empires
developed? How did
this develop into the
split between Shia and

Sunni branches of
Islam?

What’s the big overview
of the growth of Islam
over the first few
centuries (no details,
just the big picture).
How is the idea that
Islam “spread by the
sword” not exactly
accurate? What were
some of the reasons
that early believers
found Islam appealing?

How did the Muslims
faith benefit the entire
region during their
Golden Age? What were
some of the major
accomplishments of the
Islamic Caliphates while
Europe was still
experiencing the Dark
Ages?
TOPIC: RISE & SPREAD OF ISLAMIC STATES
Learning Objective(s):
Explain the causes and effects of the rise of Islamic states over time.
As the Abbasid caliphate fragmented, new Islamic political entities emerged,
most of which were dominated by Turkic peoples. These states demonstrated
continuity, innovation, and diversity.
AP Theme:
(Circle all that apply)
SOCIAL
POLITICAL
ENVIRONMENT
CULTURES
Assignment:
Est Time: 45 minutes
Due Date:
Questions:
Khan Academy Video:
The Spread of Islam

ECONOMIC

TECH & INNOVATION

Khan Academy Video: The Spread of Islam
Khan Academy Reading: The Rise of Islamic Empires & States
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/world-history/medievaltimes/spread-of-islam/v/spread-of-islam
Notes:

By the time of
Muhammad’s death,
how far had Islam
spread?
What empires were
swallowed by the
Islamic empires?

List the various reasons
in the video for the
spread of Islam to
different areas. Note
the areas as you list the
reasons.

Under which Caliphate
was there the most
conversion?
What is considered the
“Golden Age of Islam”
and why?

What is a “worldly”
motive to convert to
Islam?

What is Dhimmi status
and who was included?

Questions:
What privileges did the
Muslim ruling class
have?

How did Muslims view
non – Muslims? Why
are there some
contradictions
according to the video?

Notes:

What makes
interpreting religious
texts like the Bible or
Koran difficult?
Questions:
Khan Academy Reading:
The Rise of Islamic
Empires & States
What are some of the
ways in which Islam
spread?

When did most
conversion to Islam
occur?

How quickly did the
Arab Muslim Empires
spread?

What were some of the
reasons the Byzantine
and Sasanian Empires
were vulnerable to
attacks by the Arab
Muslim conquerors?

How did the Umayyad
political structure differ
from the Rashidun?

How did the Abbasid
social hierarchy differ
from the Umayyad
social hierarchy?

Notes:

Overview
Islam spread through military conquest, trade, pilgrimage, and missionaries.
Arab Muslim forces conquered vast territories and built imperial structures over time.
Most of the significant expansion occurred during the reign of the Rashidun from 632 to 661 CE, which was
the reign of the first four successors of Muhammad.
The caliphate—a new Islamic political structure—evolved and became more sophisticated during the
Umayyad and Abbasid caliphates.
Over a period of a few hundred years, Islam spread from its place of origin in the Arabian Peninsula all the way
to modern Spain in the west and northern India in the east.
Islam traveled through these regions in many ways. Sometimes it was carried in great caravans or sea vessels
traversing vast trade networks on land and sea, and other times it was transferred through military conquest
and the work of missionaries. As Islamic ideas and cultures came into contact with new societies, they were
expressed in unique ways and ultimately took on diverse forms.
Different trajectories
To begin to understand the rich history of Islam, let’s start with the historical context and events that led to
Islam’s spread. For example, Islam initially spread through the military conquests of Arab Muslims, which
happened over a very short period of time soon after the beginning of Islam. However, only a small fraction of
the people who came under Arab Muslim control immediately adopted Islam. It wasn’t until centuries later, at
the end of the eleventh century, that Muslims made up the majority of subjects of the Islamic empires.
The spread of Islam through merchants, missionaries, and pilgrims was very different in nature. These kinds of
exchanges affected native populations slowly and led to more conversion to Islam. As Islamic ideas traveled
along various trade and pilgrimage routes, they mingled with local cultures and transformed into new versions
and interpretations of the religion.
Another important thing to note is that not all military expansion was Arab and Muslim. Early on in Islamic
history, under the Rashidun caliphate—the reign of the first four caliphs, or successors, from 632 to 661 CE—
and the Umayyad caliphate, Arab Muslim forces expanded quickly. With the Abbasids, more non-Arabs and
non-Muslims were involved in the government administration. Later on, as the Abbasid caliphate declined,
there were many fragmented political entities, some of which were led by non-Arab Muslims. These entities
continued to evolve in their own ways, adopting and putting forth different interpretations of Islam as they
sought to consolidate their power in different regions.
What are some of the ways in which Islam spread?
When did most conversion to Islam occur?
The first Arab Muslim empire
During the seventh century, after subduing rebellions in the Arabian peninsula, Arab Muslim armies began to
swiftly conquer territory in the neighboring Byzantine and Sasanian empires and beyond. Within roughly two
decades, they created a massive Arab Muslim empire spanning three continents. The Arab Muslim rulers were
not purely motivated by religion, nor was their success attributed to the power of Islam alone, though religion
certainly played a part.
Non-Muslim subjects under Arab Muslim rule were not especially opposed to their new rulers. A long period
of instability and dissatisfaction had left them ambivalent toward their previous rulers. Like all other empires,
the first Arab Muslim empires were built within the context of the political realities of their neighboring
societies.

A painting depicting five men, one of whom has his face covered.
A depiction of Mohammed (top, veiled) and the first four Caliphs. From the Subhat al-Akhbar, a 17th-century
Ottoman painting. Image credit: Wikipedia.
During the Rashidun caliphates, Arab Muslim forces expanded outward beyond the Arabian peninsula and into
the territories of the neighboring Byzantine and Sasanian Empires. These empires were significantly weakened
after a period of fighting with one another and other peripheral factions like the Turks, economic turmoil,
disease, and environmental problems. The Arab Muslim conquerors were primed to take advantage of this;
they were familiar with Byzantine and Sasanian military tactics, having served in both armies.
With the Byzantine and Sasanian Empires on the decline and strategically disadvantaged, Arab Muslim armies
were able to quickly take over vast territories that once belonged to the Byzantines and Sasanians and even
conquer beyond those territories to the east and west.
Most conquests happened during the reign of the second caliph, Umar, who held power from 634 to 644. The
Rashidun caliphate constructed a massive empire out of many swift military victories. They expanded for both
religious and political reasons, which was common at the time.
One political advantage the Rashidun caliphate held was their ability to maintain stability and unity among the
Arab tribes. Distinct, feuding Arab tribes united into a cohesive political force, partially through the promise of
military conquest. However, this unity was tentative and ultimately gave way to major divergences that
disrupted state and religious institutions in the coming centuries.
How quickly did the Arab Muslim Empires spread?
What were some of the reasons the Byzantine and Sasanian Empires were vulnerable to attacks by the Arab
Muslim conquerors?
A new political structure
The Rashidun can be credited for military expansion, but did Islam truly spread through their conquests?
Significant conversion and cultural exchange did not occur during their short rule, nor were complex political
institutions developed. It was not until the Umayyad Dynasty—from 661 to 750—that Islamic and Arabic
culture began to truly spread. The Abbasid Dynasty—from 750 to 1258—intensified and solidified these
cultural changes.

A dome situated in the courtyard of a mosque.
Dome of the Clocks, Umayyad Mosque, Damascus, Syria. The Dome was built in 780, while the mosque was
completed in 715. Image credit: Wikipedia
Before the Umayyads, Islamic rule was non-centralized. The military was organized under the caliphate, a
political structure led by a Muslim steward known as a caliph, who was regarded as the religious and political
successor to the prophet Muhammad. The early caliphate had a strong army and built garrison towns, but it
did not build sophisticated administrations. The caliphate mostly kept existing governments and cultures
intact and administered through governors and financial officers in order to collect taxes.
The Rashidun caliphate was also not dynastic, meaning that political leadership was not transferred through
hereditary lineage.^11start superscript, 1, end superscript During this period, it seems the Arab tribes retained
their communal clan-based systems of choosing leaders.
However, to sustain such a massive empire, more robust state structures were necessary, and the Umayyads
began developing these structures, which were often influenced by the political structures in neighboring
empires like the Byzantines and Sasanians. Under the Umayyads, a dynastic and centralized Islamic political
state emerged.
The Umayyads shifted the capital from Mecca to Syria and replaced tribal traditions with an imperial
government controlled by a monarch. They replaced Greek, Persian, and Coptic with Arabic as the main
administrative language and reinforced an Arab Islamic identity. Notably, an Arab hierarchy emerged, in which
non-Arabs were accorded secondary status. The Umayyads also minted Islamic coins and developed a more
sophisticated bureaucracy, in which governors named viziers oversaw smaller political units.
The Umayyads did not actively encourage conversion, and most subjects remained non-Muslim. Because nonMuslim subjects were required to pay a special tax, the Umayyads were able to subsidize their political
expansion.

A map depicting the extent of the Umayyad caliphate in 750 CE, which extended from Spain in the west to
northern India in the East and covered northern Africa, southern Europe, Anatolia, and the Arabian Peninsula.
This map shows the extent of the Umayyad Empire in 750 CE. Image credit: Wikipedia.
The Umayyads did not come into power smoothly. The transition between the rule of the Rashidun and the
first Umayyads was full of strife. Debates raged about the nature of Islamic leadership and religious authority.
These conflicts evolved into major schisms between Sunni, Shia, and Ibadi Islam.
Ultimately, there were many factions that regarded the Umayyads as corrupt and illegitimate, some of whom
rallied around new leaders. These new leaders claimed legitimacy through shared lineage with the prophet
Muhammad, through the prophet’s uncle, Abbas. They led a revolt against the Umayyads, bringing the
Abbasid caliphate to power.
The Abbasids were intent on differentiating themselves from their Umayyad predecessors, though they still
had a lot in common. Abbasid leadership was also dynastic and centralized. However, they changed the social
hierarchy by constructing a more inclusive government in a more cosmopolitan capital city, Baghdad. The
distinction between Arab Muslims and non-Arab Muslims diminished, with Persian culture exerting a greater
influence on the Abbasid court.

In the forefront, a decorated, gold structure. In the background, a tall minaret.
Dome of the Treasury, Umayyad Mosque, Damascus, Syria. The Dome was built in 789, while the mosque was
completed in 715. Image credit: Wikipedia
Under the Abbasids, Islamic art and culture flourished. They are famous for inaugurating the Islamic golden
age. Religious scholars, called ulema, developed more defined religious institutions and took on judicial duties
and developed systems of law. It was also during Abbasid rule that many people converted to Islam, for a
multitude of reasons including sincere belief and avoiding paying taxes levied on non-Muslims. As a result,
Islamic culture spread over the Abbasids’ vast territory.
How did the Umayyad political structure differ from the Rashidun?
How did the Abbasid social hierarchy differ from the Umayyad social hierarchy?

TOPIC: SPREAD OF ISLAMIC CULTURE
Learning Objective(s):
Explain the causes and effects of the rise of Islamic states over time.
As the Abbasid caliphate fragmented, new Islamic political entities emerged,
most of which were dominated by Turkic peoples. These states demonstrated
continuity, innovation, and diversity.
AP Theme:
(Circle all that apply)
SOCIAL
POLITICAL
ENVIRONMENT
CULTURES
Assignment:
Est Time: 45 minutes
Due Date:
Questions:
The Spread of Islamic
Culture

ECONOMIC

TECH & INNOVATION

Khan Academy Video: The Spread of Islamic Culture
Khan Academy Reading: The Development and Spread of Islamic Cultures
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/world-history/medievaltimes/spread-of-islam/v/spread-of-islamic-culture-world-history-khan-academy
Notes:

At the beginning of the
video, the narrators are
talking about the reach
of the Islamic empires.
Even though the empire
has grown, what has
not taken hold yet?

How did Islam slowly
integrate itself? (3
reasons).

Describe each of the
mosques along the
trade routes discussed
in the video.

Great Mosque at Xian –

Djenne –

Cheraman Juma Mosque – (also describe Sufism here!)

Ribat in Tunisia-

Zawiya –

Shah Hamdan mosque in Kashmir –

Questions:
The Development and
Spread of Islamic
Cultures
How did the Abbasid
empire change over
time?

Notes:

How did these changes
contribute to the spread
of Islam?

How did the ethnic
character of the Muslim
Empires change over
the course of the
Abbasid caliphate?

What is one of the ways
that syncretic Islamic
traditions emerged?

How did trade
interactions result in
cultural exchange?

Overview
Towards the end of the Abbasid caliphate, the formerly vast and united Islamic empire became fragmented
and decentralized.
Many different groups ruled areas previously held by the Abbasids.
Religious institutions became more defined during this period as state power waned.
Trade contributed to the spread of Islamic culture and led to a growing feeling of internationalism.
From the ninth century to the twelfth century, Islamic culture flourished and crystallized into what we now
recognize as Islam. The military expansions of the earlier period spread Islam in name only; it was later that
Islamic culture truly spread, with people converting to Islam in large numbers.
This spread of Islamic culture was facilitated by trade, missionaries, and changes in the political structure of
Islamic society. As a result, we encounter multiple different interpretations of Islam across many different
Islamic societies.
Political decentralization and fragmentation
The Abbasids’ massive empire—spanning over four thousand miles—was impressive, but very difficult to
maintain. As people converted to Islam, tax revenue collected from non-Muslim subjects dwindled, and the
Abbasid court could no longer sustain its expenditures. Abbasid religious authority was also wavering as a
more powerful class of religious scholars at the helm of new religious institutions challenged the legitimacy of
the system of caliphate.
Ultimately, the highly centralized Abbasid caliphate fragmented into multiple smaller, independent political
structures. These new political structures diminished Abbasid power.
It was perhaps this political decentralization and destabilization that led to the spread of Islam beyond the
massive Abbasid empire’s borders. Regional rulers, who did not have to manage such vast territories, were
able to expand more fruitfully in single directions. For example, the Fatimids and Berber dynasties in North
Africa were able to expand into Sub-Saharan Africa, and the Ghaznavids stretched farther into India.
How did the Abbasid empire change over time?
How did these changes contribute to the spread of Islam?
The formation of diverse religious and state institutions
Modern Islam is divided into many sects. While the tensions that led to the development of these sects were
certainly present in the early history of Islam, it took centuries for different religious interpretations to
become organized into clear schools of thought. As scholars compiled histories, laws, and philosophical
treatises, the main schools of legal thought emerged.

A page with Arabic handwriting in ink.
A page from a manuscript on Islamic law from Spain, first half of the 11th century. Image credit: Wikimedia
Commons.
Just as religious institutions were gaining stability, political establishments were becoming even more
unstable. As Muslim Turks migrated into the Islamic empires, other groups invaded, including the Mongols.
Another source of political instability was the confrontation between Muslims and Christians in Western
Europe, with the inquisition, the Crusades.
In the shadow of these political upheavals, Islamic political structures transformed, and new leaders from
beyond the traditional Arab Muslim elite emerged. Kurdish leaders, like Saladin of the Ayyubid dynasty, were
incredibly influential. Mamluk slave-soldiers of Turkish origin were also gaining power.

A drawing showing a man practicing with a lance, a long weapon with a wooden shaft and a pointed steel
head, formerly used by a horseman in charging. The man has a beard and wears a red garment on his head.
There is text in the Arabic script around the drawing.
A depiction of a Mamluk training with a lance in the early 16th century. Image credit: Wikimedia Commons.
Eventually, multiple small states emerged where the Abbasids once ruled exclusively. The Abbasids’ fivecentury existence finally came to an end with the Mongol sacking of Baghdad in 1258.

A painting depicting a battle. Warriors are crossing water and land, charging a fortified area,.
A painting depicting the siege of Baghdad by the Mongols in 1258. Image credit: Wikimedia Commons.
After the fall of the Abbasids, alternative social and political structures filled the vacuum. Sufi religious
institutions were one such alternative structure. Sufi missionaries were responsible for many conversions in
sub-Saharan Africa and in South and Southeast Asia.
Conversion from other religions like Christianity and Judaism was relatively easy and quick due to shared
religious ideas. Conversion from pagan and polytheistic religions, however, was more difficult. Sufi
missionaries navigated these difficulties adeptly, making Islam appealing by assimilating it into existing
religious traditions.
This assimilation is evident in the mix of Islamic traditions with pre-Islamic belief systems in syncretic religious
systems. For example, Kebatinan, a religion that appeared in modern-day Indonesia around the sixteenth
century combined animistic, Buddhist, Hindu, and Islamic—especially Sufi—beliefs and practices.

Four small objects with inscriptions in Arabic letters.
A kebatinan talisman, which is meant to increase spiritual power. Image credit: Flickr (CC BY 2.0).
By the late Abbasid period, Muslim rule was no longer an Arab phenomenon. Muslim Kurdish, Persian, Turkish,
Mongol, and Afghan leaders secured power in places as far apart as modern-day Turkey and modern-day
northern India. From there, Islam spread to modern-day Malaysia and Indonesia.
Indeed, it was the later Persian Safavid and Turkish Ottoman empires, neither of which was Arab, out of which
the modern Islamic world was carved.
How did the ethnic character of the Muslim Empires change over the course of the Abbasid caliphate?
What is one of the ways that syncretic Islamic traditions emerged?
Missionaries and political expansion moved Islamic culture, but Islamic culture also traveled through
trade. Caravans, groups of travelers who used camels to transport themselves and goods across land, were
critical to the spread of Islam. Just as camels enabled the first caliphs to expand their empires, caravans
allowed the Abbasids and other powers to expand their civilizations and enrich their cultures by linking
provinces which were far from one another. Advanced road networks enabled caravans filled with soldiers,
pilgrims, envoys, merchants, and scholars to travel across vast territories.
Along these trade routes, merchant communities developed. Muslims controlled parts of the western silk road
and were influential on trans-Saharan trade routes. They also were powerful entities in maritime trade in the
Red Sea, Persian Gulf, and Indian Ocean.

A drawing of a group of people traveling on horseback in a straight line.
A depiction of a caravan traveling along the Silk Road around the fourteenth century. Image credit: Wikimedia
Commons.
While these trade interactions undoubtedly had important ramifications, they were equally influential in the
cultural realm. They created a sense of internationalism and multiculturalism. This cultural exchange seems
obvious to our modern sensibilities, but at the time, it was an entirely new way of thinking about the world.
New cultural relationships resulted in the transfer of technology, science, and other cultural forms. For
example, interaction between Arab Muslim forces and the Tang dynasty may have resulted in the exchange of
the technology of paper, which revolutionized the Muslim world and later traveled to Europe.
How did trade interactions result in cultural exchange?

TOPIC: SYNCRETISIM - SRIVIJAYA
Learning Objective(s):
Explain how the various belief systems and practices of South and Southeast Asia
affected society over time.
Hinduism, Islam and Buddhism and their core beliefs and practices, continued to
shape societies in South and Southeast Asia.
AP Theme:
(Circle all that apply)
SOCIAL
POLITICAL
ENVIRONMENT
CULTURES
Assignment:
Est Time: 15 minutes
Questions:
Draw a map of the
location of Srivijaya.

Describe syncretism.

What might this empire
have looked like?

What two major
passageways did they
control?
How did this give them
an advantage?

What are vassal states?
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Khan Academy Reading: The Srivijaya Empire: Trade & Culture in the Indian
Ocean
Notes:

Questions:
Describe Palembang.

What was Vajrayana
Buddhism?

How did the influence
of Buddhism affect
political structures in
Srivijaya?

Why was the Malay
language important?

What caused the
empire to decline?

Notes:

Overview
As diverse peoples exchange goods, they also exchange political and cultural practices and beliefs.
A perfect example of this exchange is the Srivijaya Empire, which controlled modern-day Indonesia and much
of the Malay Archipelago from the seventh to twelfth centuries.
The Srivijaya Empire traded extensively with India and China, incorporating Buddhist and Chinese political
practices into their traditions.
When the Chola Empire from South India raided and took indirect control of the Strait of Malacca in the
thirteenth century, the Srivijaya Empire lost influence.
The Srivijaya Empire

Map of Srivijaya Empire.
Map of Srivijaya Empire. Image credit: Wikimedia
Interactions among different peoples along trade routes led to syncretism, or blending, of religious and
political ideas. The Srivijaya Empire, which controlled much of the Malay Archipelago in the Indian Ocean from
the seventh to twelfth centuries, is a perfect example of this cultural blending. The Malay Archipelago is a
group of islands between Indochina and Australia and includes modern-day Indonesia, East Malaysia, and the
Philippines.
What might this empire have looked like? Unfortunately, historians have only recovered Srivijaya writings
from a small window of time—the seventh century—written in Old Malay. However, artifacts of the empire
include Buddhist sculptures and the remains of stupas, or Buddhist shrines, giving us a window into the role
religion played in the region. We also have access to texts written about the empire by Chinese and Indian
traders, so we have a view of what this empire was like through the lens of people interacting with the
empire.
Trade
The Srivijaya Empire controlled two major passageways between India and China: the Sunda Straits from the
city of Palembang and the Strait of Malacca—see the Sunda Strait, in the south, and the Strait of Malacca, to
the north, on the map above. This control strengthened trade routes to China, India, and even Arabia. Some of
the goods the people in the empire traded included ivory, tin, nutmeg, sandalwood, and strong-smelling

camphor and aloes that were used for medicinal purposes. The empire had access to the trade network of
spices from India and goods like silk and porcelain from China.
Even though we don’t have much political evidence about the scope of the Srivijaya Empire, records of trade
between the Srivijayans and the Chinese make it clear that Srivijaya was a key economic actor. Chinese
records show evidence of Srivijayan trade expeditions to the Song dynasty as well as China’s acceptance of the
Srivijaya Empire as a vassal. Vassal states are subordinate to another nation. As a vassal to China, Srivijaya
acted as a mediator between China and other smaller states on the Malay Archipelago. China considered it a
great honor to bestow vassal status on another empire, so we know that the economic relationship between
the two regions was strong.
Buddhism in the Srivijaya Empire and beyond
Palembang, a major city of the Srivijaya Empire, became a well-known stop for Chinese Buddhist pilgrims on
their way to India, the birthplace of Buddhism. More than one thousand Buddhist monks lived in the city, and
Buddhist travelers were welcomed there to study Buddhist texts.
A particularly popular form of Buddhism in the Srivijaya Empire was Vajrayana Buddhism, a mystical form of
the religion that involved the cultivation of magical or supernatural powers through yantras, or special
symbols. The Srivijaya Empire became a center for this form of Buddhism. One reason the version of Vajrayana
Buddhism that developed in the Srivijaya Empire was so successful was that Srivijayan leaders combined
Buddhist thought with indigenous beliefs about magic—another example of cultural syncretism. Vajrayana
Buddhism originated in India but became popular in the Srivijaya empire during the same time period,
indicating that trade connections between the two regions in the seventh century may have influenced each
other’s religions.
The influence of Buddhism also affected political structures in the Srivijaya Empire. Srivijayan rulers
incorporated Buddhist philosophy into their public image. For example, an inscription detailing a speech from
a park dedication in 684 CE depicts a Srivijayan king, Sri Jayanasa, as a bodhisattva, or someone who has
already achieved buddhahood. By praying aloud during his speech that the park would provide a benefit to all
living things, Sri Jayanasa showed that he was attempting to position himself as a religious authority as well as
a political one. This dedication is the first time on record that a Srivijayan ruler also claimed the role of a
religious figure. The fact that the king felt associating himself with Buddhism would help his image indicated
the importance of Buddhism in the Srivijaya Empire during the seventh century.

Srivijayan bronze torso statue of Boddhisattva Padmapani (Avalokiteshvara), eighth century CE (Chaiya, Surat
Thani, Southern Thailand). The statue demonstrates the Central Java art influence. In 1905 Prince Damrong
Rajanubhab removed the statue from Wat Wiang, Chaiya, Surat Thani to Bangkok National Museum, Thailand.
Srivijayan bronze torso statue of Boddhisattva Padmapani (Avalokiteshvara), eighth century CE (Chaiya, Surat
Thani, Southern Thailand). The statue demonstrates the Central Java art influence. In 1905 Prince Damrong

Rajanubhab removed the statue from Wat Wiang, Chaiya, Surat Thani to Bangkok National Museum, Thailand.
Image Credit: Wikimedia

Malay language
Old Malay was the language of business and trade in the Srivijaya Empire. To successfully navigate the ports
and marketplaces throughout the Malay Archipelago, a person had to be able to speak Old Malay. Establishing
a standard means of communication made business transactions more efficient.
Old Malay is an Indonesian language from the Austronesian family. Written inscriptions show that Old Malay
contains loanwords from Sanskrit, an Indo-Aryan language used throughout South Asia. Persian and Arabic
influences found in Old Malay suggest that the language adapted due to the influence of people the
Srivijayans traded with.
Decline of Srivijaya and new cultural interactions
Srijivayan power began to decrease after the Chola, a southern Indian dynasty, attacked the Srivijaya Empire
in 1025 CE, gaining dominance in the waters around Southeast Asia. Already weakened, Srivijaya lost most of
its remaining power in 1288 when the Singosari Empire from East Java incorporated them into their empire.
Despite the Srivijaya Empire’s decline, the trade routes Srivijayans helped establish continued to be widely
used. For example, from 1405 to 1433, a Chinese Muslim diplomat under the Ming Dynasty named Zheng He
undertook several voyages to the Malay Archipelago and on to East Africa and Arabia. Zheng He’s ability to
travel these distances indicates that the Srivijaya trade routes through the Malay Archipelago remained crucial
to travel and exchange after the Srivijayan Empire ceased to exist.

Map of trade routes and extent of Chola influence. Chola influence extends to northwest India and the
Srivijaya Empire.
Map of trade routes and extent of Chola influence. Image credit: Wikimedia

TOPIC: AZTEC & INCA EMPIRES
Learning Objective(s):
Explain how and why states in the Americas developed and changed over time.
In the Americas and Afro – Eurasia, state systems demonstrated continuity,
innovation, and diversity and expanded scope and reach.
AP Theme:
(Circle all that apply)
SOCIAL
POLITICAL
ENVIRONMENT
CULTURES
Assignment:
Est Time: 20 minutes
Due Date:

Questions:
Aztec Empire
When was the Aztec
Empire formed?

What is a city state?

What happens to
Azcapotzalco and what
is the end result of that
event?

When does the Aztec
empire fall?

What does Tenochtitlan
being a tributary nation
mean?
Inca Empire
What did Pachacuti do?

What makes the Inca an
empire?
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Khan Academy Videos:
Aztec Empire
Inca Empire
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/world-history/medieval-times/mayaaztec-and-inca/v/aztec-empire
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/world-history/medieval-times/mayaaztec-and-inca/v/inca-empire-overview
Notes:

Even though the Inca
did not have a coinage
system or writing
system as we know it,
what did they have?

