High School Students preparing to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation went on
retreat in Idyllwild last weekend. It was a weekend of growing in faith, prayer,
fellowship, and fun. Fr. Gerard celebrated Mass in the outdoor chapel. Thank you
to all who have a role in sharing the faith and forming the Candidate.
Please continue to pray for the Candidates, they will be Confirmed on May 19.

MASS SCHEDULE:
Fr. Gerard O’Brien, Administrator Pro Tem
SATURDAY: 8:00 am, 5:30 pm (Vigil)
Msgr.William J. O’Keeffe, Pastor Emeritus
SUNDAY: 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:30 am, 5:30 pm
Roger & Mary Ellen Faubert, Deacon Couple
WEEKDAYS: 8:00 am
HOLY DAYS: 5:30 pm (Vigil), 8:15 am, 7:00 pm
School: 562-597-0819
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
School Website: www.olrs.org
Saturdays 4:00-5:00 pm
Mrs. Patricia Holmquist, Principal
BAPTISMS: By Appointment – call Church Office
WEDDINGS: 6 months in advance – call Church Office
Religious Education: 562-597-3102
NOVENA: Wednesdays after 8:00 am Mass
Email: sre@start.olrs.org
ROSARY: Weekdays before 8:00 am Mass
Anna Marie Sharkany, Director

Greetings my Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Every year on Palm Sunday, Catholics throughout the world
come to Mass and relive that day when Jesus entered His own
city of Jerusalem riding on a donkey. We, like all the countless
Christians down through the ages, hold our palms on high in
praise of our Messiah Jesus Christ. We welcome Him into our
hearts, our communities, our churches, and our homes. We
proudly place that new blessed palm behind a holy picture, a
statue, or a crucifix as a sign of our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Jesus was welcomed into Jerusalem and praised as the Messiah,
the Son of God, the King of Love, but it was short-lived! How
people change so fast, one moment it’s all praise, another
moment it’s rejection.
Why is our faith so weak?
Why do we trample on people who are different than us?
Why do we constantly reject others falsely?
Maybe it’s due to our self-centered approach to life and living.
Our faith tells us to set our minds on the greater good, on the
holy, on the world that is yet to come. We somehow abandon
this notion, we lose heart when the going gets tough, we doubt
and question what if this is not true?
To be a true follower of Jesus Christ, we have to have the
courage to pick up our cross on a daily basis, not to be afraid of
it, but to trust it and embrace it and go forward with hope.
This Sunday, we will stand and listen to the Passion of the Lord
from the Gospel of Luke. We will stand with many others and
participate in the sentencing of Jesus Christ. We will cry out,
“Crucify him! Crucify him!” Gospel of Luke
We will experience His humility in the midst of many questions.
We will witness the many denials from His closest friends. We
will remember how He entered eternal life, His suffering and
death.
Who are you in this Gospel account today?
Are you one of the bystanders?
Where is your palm branch now?
Maybe you are one of the soldiers or the women?
Are you Simon of Cyrene, willing to lend a helping hand to
another?
Or, are you Pilate, the one who always judges?
Are you a member of the frenzied crowd who is pushing for
death by execution?
Or, are you one of the criminals on either side of Jesus on the
cross?
Which one are you?
Are you the centurion who had the courage to say,
“This man was innocent beyond all doubt.”
Maybe, you are Joseph of Arimathea who asked for the body of
Jesus?
This Gospel account is full of different characters, some who
believe and some who are distracted.

It is so easy to say we are believers, we are the good ones, we
would never do this to Jesus. But remember, every time we do
it to others, we do it to the One born of the Virgin Mary, Jesus
Christ our Savior.
This is the great challenge, being a true follower of Jesus Christ,
to always have the courage to stand proudly for the truth.
How many times we fail,
How many times we reject others,
How many times we shout, “Execute Him!”,
How many times we refuse to forgive another,
How many times we call people racist names.
The “how manys” are endless!!!
Many of us are here today in this church trying our best to
follow the call of Jesus. Some of us look pious and angelic and
others are distracted. Some are faithful, others are not. Some
are here always, others from time to time. Some are sad, some
are happy. This is life, this is reality, this is why we have
church...to gather and pray and connect with the Holy. We are
here to be inspired by the Word of God and the Eucharist. All of
us are looking for that nourishment which will ease the pain
and excite us for a new beginning.
As we begin the most holy week of our Christian lives, why not
enter into this week with the Passion of the Gospel, the Passion
of Jesus Christ. His message is simple yet it has been so difficult
for us to even comprehend or even practice.
The message is true and it works…...LOVE.
Why not enter the holiest week of our Christian faith by
participating in the Sacred Triduum; Holy Thursday, Good
Friday, and Holy Saturday. For those of you who attend Easter
Sunday Mass, why not experience the very powerful journey of
the Last Supper meal on Holy Thursday night, the Veneration of
the Cross on Good Friday; and experience the Risen Christ over
the new Paschal Fire on Holy Saturday night. This is the
beginnings of our Christian faith, the lead up to the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ. I welcome you all to come this year
and enjoy the great tradition of the Catholic Church. The age
old reliving of those final moments of Jesus here on the earth.
Please check the bulletin for all the details.
Please make every effort to attend our Penance Service on
Tuesday evening at 7PM. I have invited several priests in
addition to myself to hear your confessions to fulfill your Easter
duty to prepare yourselves for the glory of the resurrection.
Welcome to all our visitors this weekend, we hope you have a
blessed time here with us. For those of you from other faith
traditions, God blesses you with your presence, enjoy the
moment.
To our parishioners, may the good Lord
be always at your side in the good days
and the tough days.
God Bless you all,
Fr. Gerard

Pope’s Prayer Intention for April: For doctors and their Collaborators in War Zones.
For doctors and their humanitarian collaborators in war zones, who risk their lives to save the lives of others.

TK & Kindergarten Open House

Our Lady of Refuge Parish Advisory Council (PAC) is
hosting a Parish Ministry Fair on Sunday, April 28, 2019
from 9:00am to 1:00pm in the cafeteria. This will be a
great opportunity to meet the PAC, learn about all the
different ministries at OLR, and talk to parishioners who
are involved in our various ministries. Coffee, donuts,
bagels and light snacks will be served. All are welcome!

Penance Service
There will be a Penance Service on
Tuesday, April 16 at 7:00PM in the
Church. There will be several visiting
priests to help hear confessions. This
is an excellent opportunity to receive
the Sacrament of Reconciliation in
preparation to celebrate Easter.

Principal’s Corner
Dear Parish Community,
Our faith life is an important aspect of our Catholic
School. Last Thursday, our 7th graders led the school in
the Stations of the Cross. Our students pray and reflect
on the Stations of the Cross once a week during Lent.
Typically, one week is reserved for the outdoor Stations.
Last Friday, Fr. Al Scott celebrated First Friday Mass with
the school, led by our Student Council with help from the
school choir. Mass was beautiful, and lively, as you could
imagine with 250 children. The gist of Fr. Al's message to
the children was to turn off their cell phones and other
devices that distract them from the world around them.
That is a reminder we all need from time to time. Next
week, we look forward to participating in a few social
justice activities to bring awareness to the plight of the
homeless, the elderly, moms in need, and those in
prison. We help the angels who provide important
ministry, such as Fr. Al, Deacon Roger, and Cecilia Chavez
(Holy Innocents Expectant Mothers Outreach). My
prayers are with the OLR community as we approach the
holiest of weeks in our Church.
Blessings, Mrs. Holmquist

Wills & Trust Planning Seminar
Wills and Trust Planning Seminars will be held on
Wednesday May 1st at 1pm and at 7pm in the Parish
Hall. A representative from the Archdiocese of Los
Angeles along with an estate planning attorney and a
financial advisor will be joining us to discuss this
important topic. More information to follow, please
RSVP to the parish office at 562-498-6641

Looking for academic excellence in a faith-filled
environment? We invite you to come learn more about
the OLR experience by meeting our wonderful faculty,
parents and students on Sunday, April 14, 2019 from
10:30am-12:00pm. Applications for the 2019-2020
school year are now being accepted online or in person.
Transitional Kindergarten students must be 4-yrs old by
Sept. 1st and fully potty-trained. Kindergarten students
must be 5-yrs old by Sept. 1st. OLR offers before and
after school care (6:30am-6:00pm), hot lunch program,
extra-curricular activities, and a nationally recognized
STEM program. Personal tours by appt. Please contact
the school ofﬁce if you have further questions
(562) 597-0819 or visit www.olrs.org.

OLR Student Corner
Last week the 1st and 2nd graders went on a field trip to the
Santa Ana Zoo. It was so much fun! We learned all about
different animals and their habitats. A habitat is where an
animal lives. We got to see lots of awesome animals. We
had a picnic lunch. We saw different kinds of monkeys, an
anteater, a camel, a porcupine, a baby cheetah. We also
saw a bald eagle named Spirit. It was funny seeing a monkey
swinging and doing tricks. My favorite animal was the Hog
named Bella and I really liked seeing the farm animals. It
was such an exciting day at the zoo! We all love field trips!
Peace, Emily & Nicole - 2nd Grade

A Mass with Healing Service
St. Cornelius Catholic Church will be having a Healing
Service on April 22, 2019 at 7:30 pm. Fr. Bill Adams will
be the presider. Fr Bill is a Redemptorist priest in
residence at St Mary’s Catholic Church in Whittier, CA.

Lift the Spirits of Kids in Detention
Each year the OLR Small Church Communities ministry
prepares personalized notes, candy, and snacks for kids
detained at Los Padrinos Juvenile Hall in Downey. To
offset costs, we welcome your Lenten alms-giving
donations (cash or check) using one of the envelopes in
the pews. Through Easter Sunday, please mark the
envelope: LOS PADRINOS. (Checks should be made out
to OLR with LOS PADRINOS on the memo line) Questions
please call OLR Small Church (949) 874-6097
Today is Palm Sunday and the beginning of
the holiest of Christian weeks. Let us pray for
the grace to take up our own cross and to
follow Jesus through death to new life. As
you place your gift in the Society of St. Vincent de Paul
blue envelopes, know that you are a sign of God’s love
to those who carry their cross of suffering and pain.

Mass Intentions
Mass Intentions

Please Pray for:

Sunday, April 14

Those in our parish
who are sick and
cannot be here with
us today and their
relatives.

8:00 am OLR Parishioners
9:30 am Marilynne Highducheck (RIP)
Natalia Chavez (RIP)
11:30 am Mary E. Hinlo (RIP)
5:30 pm Betty Guevara (Int)

Monday, April 15
8:00 am Stephen Arranda (RIP)

Tuesday, April 16
8:00 am Jean Barde (RIP)
Laura Cordero (RIP)

Wednesday, April 17
8:00 am All Souls in Purgatory

Thursday, April 18 - Holy Thursday
7:30 pm Bill McElroy (RIP)

Saturday, April 20 - Easter Vigil
7:30 pm Michael Goss (Int)

Polyana Carneiro,
Raymundo Gomes
Carneiro, Charlyn
DeCoudres, Robert
DeCoudres, Andrea
Diego, Virginia Ellis,
Marie Fox, Diane
Halal, John King,
Larry Larocco, Edna
Lia, Veroníca Lomeli,
Brenda Meicht,
Rodney Meyer, Lupe
Montalvo, Diana
Mortensen, Daisy
Ordoveza, Juliana
Quickel, Cathryn
Smyth, Marco Solano
L. Tanguay

Mass Intentions may be requested by calling the church office at
(562)498-6641. This is a great Catholic Tradition of remembering
our loved ones on their anniversaries, for healing, and other
intentions for the living.

Priest Schedule
April 21
April 28
Easter
(7:30 pm)
5:30 pm Vigil
Fr. Gerard & Fr. Gerard
Saturday
Fr. Raymond
8:00 am
Fr. Gerard
Fr. Scott
9:30 am
Fr. Bill
Fr. Gerard
11:30 am Fr. Raymond
Fr. Bill
5:30 pm
No Mass
Fr. Scott

May 5
Fr. Bill
Fr. Raymond
Fr. Gerard
Fr. Gerard
Fr. Scott

Connect with us! Be apart of the community!
www.refugeyam.org & refugeyam@gmail.com
All young adults ages 18-39 welcome!
Please submit all bulletin announcements to olrbulletin@gmail.com

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Listen without speaking. (Proverbs 18)
Speak without accusing. (James 1:19)
Give without sparing. (Proverbs 21:26)
Pray without ceasing. (Colossians 1:9)
Answer without arguing. (Proverbs 17:1)
Share without pretending. (Ephesians 4:15)
Enjoy without complaint. (Philippians 2:14)
Trust without wavering. (Colossians 13:7)
Forgive without punishing. (Colossians 3:13)
Promise without forgetting. (Proverbs 13:12)

Sunday, April 28, 2019, at 3 PM, OLR
will celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday.
Our Lord’s promise of complete
forgiveness is both a reminder and a
call. It is a reminder that He is truly
present and alive in the Eucharist. He
is filled with love and wants us to turn
to Him with trust. It is a call for us to
be washed clean in His love through
confession and holy communion. He is
offering us a NEW START.

