The beautiful weather this week has allowed construction on the new playground to move quickly.
The first pieces of equipment are in the ground.

Dr. Ann Walters

February 7, 2019
young officials hang up their stripes after just
two years of whistle blowing. Why? They don’t
need your abuse.
Plus, there’s a ripple effect. There are more
officials over 60 than under 30 in many areas.
And as older, experienced officials retire, there
aren’t enough younger ones to replace them. If
there are no officials, there are no games. The
shortage of licensed high school officials is severe enough in some areas of the country that
athletic events are being postponed or cancelled—especially at the freshman and junior
varsity levels.
Research confirms that participation in high
school sports and activities instills a sense of
pride in school and community, teaches lifelong
lessons like the value of teamwork and selfdiscipline and facilitates the physical and emotional development of those who participate. So,
if the games go away because there aren’t
enough men and women to officiate them, the
loss will be infinitely greater than just an “L” on
the scoreboard. It will be putting a dent in your
community’s future.
If you would like to be a part of the solution
to the shortage of high school officials, you can
sign up to become a licensed official
at HighSchoolOfficials.com.

The article below is in place of Dr. Walters’s weekly Headmaster Notes. It was written by staff from
the NFHS and NCHSAA in regards to a shortage
of high school officials.

Dear Mom and Dad: Cool It
By Karissa Niehoff, Executive Director of
the National Federation of State High
School Associations and Que Tucker,
Commissioner of the North Carolina High
School Athletic Association.
If you are the mother or father of a high
school athlete here in North Carolina, this
message is primarily for you.
When you attend an athletic event that
involves your son or daughter, cheer to
your heart’s content, enjoy the camaraderie
that high school sports offer and have fun.
But when it comes to verbally criticizing
game officials or coaches, cool it.
Make no mistake about it. Your passion
is admired, and your support of the
hometown team is needed. But so is your
self-control. Yelling, screaming and berating the officials humiliates your child, annoys those sitting around you, embarrasses
your child’s school and is the major contributing reason North Carolina has is experiencing a shortage of high school officials.
It’s true. According to a recent survey by
the National Association of Sports Officials,
more than 75 percent of all high school officials say “adult behavior” is the primary
reason they quit. And 80 percent of all

Hopefully, you have all read the new UA Spectator
Guidelines that were in the newsletter the last few
weeks. These guidelines will be distributed at all
home events. We want our athletes to enjoy participating and for officials, coaches, and other spectators to enjoy being at UA.

All School News
Items are still needed for the Care Kits our students will be packing on Family Reunion Day. Please click on the link below to see how you can help.

Family Reunion Day Sign up Genius
Contact Renee Nolan with questions.
The UA Yearbook is a full-color K-12 book.
No extra books are ordered.

Say “I love you” with a
BALLOON
And
LOLLIPOPS!

CLICK HERE
for the form.

$ and
message
due Feb. 11.

Click Here to read the first of many student written
articles about activities happening at Union Academy.
This week junior, Trinity Denzler, is showcasing the
27 high school students who submitted podcasts and
qualified for public vote in the WFAE’s Queen City
PodQuest contest. Please take time to read her article and VOTE for our students.


Payment plans will NOT be available for CAC or Activity fees for the 2019-20 school year.



The shuttle service will NOT be available for the 2019-20 school year.



Please see the information about payments for Field Trips for the 2019-20 school year below.

Mandatory Spring Sports Meeting

Interested in serving on the
UA Board of Directors?
Click here
for more information.

Who: Parents and Athletes 6-12
When: Tuesday, February 26 @6pm
Where: HS Gym

June 17—21
Click here and Click here
for more information

If you would like to paint one of the
rocks for your child’s birthday, please
RESERVE the date with Mrs.
Houchins by emailing her
(shouchins@unionacademy.org). Mrs.
Houchins will let you know if the rock
is available and which rock you are
assigned.

Did you know Box Tops, Tyson
labels, Coke bottle tops and
cardboard case all make money
for the school?
SHOW US THE MONEY!

Based on the responses from the Google survey, separate 6th/7th/8th grade football
teams for the Fall 2019 season looks as if it is a possibility. Commissioners are meeting this month to finalize this decision. If your child is going to participate in MS football this fall, please log in to your SIPlay account and pay your $50 deposit. This will
help us to confirm our numbers before locking into this decision. If the numbers are
not there to separate into 3 teams, UAA will have a combined 6th-8th grade football
team in the Fall. If your child chooses not to participate, the deposit will be credited to
your account or refunded.

Flag Football
Flag football registration is open on the UAA website for K-5.

Baseball, Softball, Track
Spring registration for baseball, softball and track will open on Monday, January 14th.
Baseball begins at age 3 for WeeBall through Majors. Softball is 8U, 10U and 12U.
Track is K-5th grade.

Website is www.unionrec.org or it can be accessed from the
main UA page under “Athletics.”

Coffee with the
Headmaster

7:30am-8:30am
Dr. Walters’s office

March 13
May 29

Daddy/Daughter
Dance
(Grandfathers, Uncles, Father Figures,
etc. are welcome)

March 2
Pastel Pink, Pastel Purple, White
Look for the form to order tickets
in next week’s newsletter.

Any student (K-12) who is not picked up by the end of carpool will be
taken to After School. Please be in the carpool line by 3:30.
The charge for After School is $1 per minute.

Volunteer News
New Way to Enter Volunteer Hours
ALL HOURS MUST BE SUBMITTED BY THE LAST DAY OF JUNE EACH YEAR!
New for the 2018-19 school year, UA will be using MobileServe, a web-based application that allows
families, students and staff to log volunteer hours.
MobileServe is available as a mobile app in the App store and Google Play and can be used on most
smartphones and tablets. If you’d rather not use the mobile app, you can create and manage your
MobileServe account from your home computer or any internet-connected device.
Not only is it easier for you to log your hours with MobileServe, but it will also provide UA with more
accurate reporting, quick stats and searchable reports.
Families, high school students and UA staff can now log hours for the 2018-19 school year.
Click here to find out more, including a photo of the app and instructions on

We love our VOLUNTEERS!
Donna Palmer

Misty Kohnle

Kevin and Angie Beach

Raymond and Christa LaCombe

Danial and Kim Beare

John and Ashely Laurenzana

Traci Carpenter

Dolly Menis-Ross

Michael and Sarah Cleary

LaTonya Miller

Justin and Whitney Culbertson

Timothy and Carla Mills

Lisa Edison Carroll Barnett

Darrell and Catherine Morris

James and Corrina Esp

Aaron and Adrienne Sheets

Brad and Christy Hartis

Christopher and Lindsey Whitley

Tonya Hendrick

Ryan and Courtney Williamson

Daniel and Tamra Hooker

Student Volunteer Spotlight

Volunteer Spotlight

Kaylyn McClendon (11th) volunteers at Carrington Place Nursing Home in Matthews. She
sets up and runs the ice cream shop, so the residents can come in and get ice cream. Occasionally, Kaylyn will take orders and deliver the
sweets as well. “It’s really cool interacting with
the elderly and hearing stories. I love talking to
the nurses and
getting their perspective on
things also!”
Thank you,
Kaylyn, for all
the work you are
doing!

Our volunteer of the week is Veronica Aguilar.
With flu and strep season among us, she came
in to wipe down the handles of our students
lockers. We truly appreciate volunteers who
come in and help us keep our school clean
and tidy.

Thank you for modeling the UA Way!

By Sarah Yumet (12th)

High School Service Learning
All 9th-11th hours are due by the last day of school EACH YEAR to be
counted. Senior hours are due on May 17 (no exceptions).
NEW for the 2018-19 school year, Union Academy is updating its service-learning program to ensure our
high school students are learning and developing as young adults, while making important community
connections. Students will now complete at least 10 service hours each year with either one or two
community organizations (minimum of five hours with each organization). The remainder of the required
hours may also be completed at a community organization OR in meaningful volunteer service.
Click here for more information on the changes to our service-learning requirements.

Pre-K News

Click here to
REGISTER online.

K-2 News


Our NEW Kindergarten screening date is: April 12



Father/Daughter dance is March 2 (look for details in the next few weeks)



Our next Assembly is February 15th (K – 2)

3-5 News

Congratulations to students in 4th and 5th grade who participated in the Elementary Division of the Jr. Beta Club State
Covention. Below are the students who placed in their divisions; some of them will qualify to go to the National Convention.
Painting: Madison Wilson (1st place); Speech: Savannah
Cohen (1st place); Performing Arts: Brinkley Housand (1st
place and a Golden Ticket perform in OK); Science: Ted
Veillo (2nd place); Book Battle: Brylee Mendoza, Cooper
Martin, and Kendall Leak (2nd place); Drawing: Mekenna
Bahnick (2nd place); Reading: Aubrey Mekus (3rd place);
2-D Banner: Mikayla Bethea, Hayley LaCourt, Dylan Lucas,
Brody Tyson (4th place).
UA students also participated in Engineering: Dylan Brown,
Luke Thompson, Zoe Figurero, Ted Veillo, Joe Bratchie;
Creative Writing: Aubry Holmes; Poetry: Kennedy Taylor;
Growth: Union Academy; Quiz Bowl: Katie Kobera, Kelsey
Baker, Logan Zelakowski; Living Literature: Rylea Frady,
Isabella Hoffman, Ashlynn Longo.

5th Grade Projects
Feb. 12 and 14
5th grade parents are invited to come
see all the hard work and effort
students have put into celebrating their
heritage. Look for an email from your
child’s teacher with more information.

6-8 News
Find all the information about Middle School
Athletics on our website.
Just click here.

Pictures for Winter Sports are
available and attached to each
athlete’s St. John account.

Spring Sports Tryouts begin
. The UA Athletic Packet must be completed and
turned in before any athlete can tryout. Contact the coach or AD if you have questions.

9-12 High School News
Find all the information about High
School Athletics on our website.
Just click here.

Pictures for Winter Sports are
available and attached to each
athlete’s St. John account.

Spring Sports Tryouts begin
. The UA Athletic Packet must be completed and
turned in before any athlete can tryout. Contact the coach or AD if you have questions.

