November 16, 2018
UPCOMING EVENTS AT HIGHLAND OAKS
Wed-Fri
11/19-23

Thanksgiving Break

Tues 11/27

PTSA Meeting 8:30am, HO
Library

Thurs 11/29

Collaboration Day 11:40am
dismissal

Tues 12/18

PTSA Meeting and Holiday
Brunch, MPR

Wed-Fri
12/19-21

Holiday Programs

The Highland Oaks Master Calendar is
available at www.ho.ausd.net, please click on
Parents>PTSA>Event Calendar.

Coffee Talk with
Ana Sayers,
cafeteria server
Ms. Sayers started at Highland Oaks this fall, but
she has been with the district for over 20 years
at Foothills, Camino Grove, and Hugo Reid with
food services. She has also served as a
caregiver with the district’s former after school
program. Ms. Sayers has enjoyed being at
Highland Oaks and says the kids are courteous.
Let’s welcome Ms. Sayers to Highland Oaks.
What are some of your hobbies? I love
watching comedies and old movies. My
favorite is Gone with the Wind. I also enjoy
spending time at the beach with my son and
daughter.
Tell us something
about your family. I
was married for 26 years
before my husband
passed away. We
enjoyed visiting Disneyland Park and riding
Radiator Springs Racers.
I still enjoy visiting,
eating various foods and
taking tours of the Park.

FROM THE HOPTSA PRESIDENT…
Dear Highland Oaks Families,
When I was trying recently to steer our kids away from
playing online games to watching local news, our son
Nathan refused and said he was scared by the pervasive
coverage of mass shootings. He felt uneasy seeing images
of the massive fires on TV. His reply struck a nerve in me,
and made me viscerally aware the impact of recent events
on our kids.
This led me to think more, at this holiday time, about the
meaning of gratitude and thankfulness. I am grateful that
our PTSA has had many successful events this year, for
which I owe much gratitude to an amazing board and
volunteers. I am also mindful that all our board members
have worked together respectfully and resolved differences
in opinion and approaches. I am thankful that the school
district and council PTA leadership have worked hard to
keep the community informed and inspired. It is my firm
belief that by working together and volunteering time to
the community, we are creating an environment where our
kids feel loved and nurtured, and where kids can pick up
skills they need to cope and be resilient.
The message I want to tell my 6th grader is that instead
of feeling upset about guns going into the wrong hands,
maybe he can focus on fulfilling a good deed every day and
the good karma will pass on. (Our council PTA hosted a
presentation on mental health issues and you can find the
presentation material soon at www.ausd.ho.net). Instead of
feeling horrible after seeing scenes from the fire, maybe he
can spend time thinking about how to reach out to
someone who may be affected and participate in activities
where he can help the families in need.
I encourage all of us to be thankful for help we receive
from our teachers and school staff, fellow parents,
neighbors, and wonderful community. May all of us have
an incredible holiday season!

- Hua Chen
HOPTSA President
h.chen5@gmail.com
(626) 215-4694

Reflections
2018 Results
Thank you to all the
students who have
submitted an entry this
year to our Reflections
National Art Competition.
The works of art are all
posted in the library
Reflections Gallery for the
month of November if you
would like to see the
wonderful pieces that the
students poured their
hearts into.
The first place students in
each category will
advance to the citywide
Arcadia judging for their
respective category and
age group. Wish all of our
artistic Hawks, good luck
& congratulations!
Marinda Tu, chairperson

Visual Arts Primary
1st Joshua Hong
2nd Michelle Le
3rd Charisse Lei
Visual Arts Intermediate
1st Shelby Young
2nd Kenneth Cho
3rd Ethan Sung
Music Composition
Primary
1st Aidan Russo
Photography Primary
1st Lukas Cooper
2nd Aidan Russo
Photography
Intermediate
1st Ethan Sung
2nd Bailey Kwan
3rd Justin Yen
Literature Primary
1st Kylie Liang
2nd William Tsai
3rd Aidan Russo
Literature Intermediate
1st Helena Chen &
Katelyn Liu (Tie)
2nd Riley Liang
3rd Ethan Sung

HOPTSA would like to thank parents:
Jean Peng and Jessica Chow - Family Reading
Night Co-Chairpersons. The two hosted a successful
PTSA event. They organized teachers to read books
and gave away cool prizes. Kids were happy and
engaged with all the activities Jessica and Jean had
created.
Amy Liu and Sharon Liu - Our inaugural Donuts
with Dads was a huge success thanks to these two
chairpersons. Both parents picked up donuts at 5am in
the City of Industry. They setup a creative backdrop for
parents to take pictures with their kids! It was a very
creative and fun event.
Dawn Stone – This year Dawn, Restaurant Night
Chairperson arranged to have Old Town Pizza in
Monrovia host our restaurant night. A portion of the
sales proceed was donated to HO. Many families came
by to pick up pizza or dined in.
Barbara Miles – Our fearless Foundations in Art
Chairperson maintains art supplies, creates the art
lessons, trains our volunteers, etc. The kids love
participating in the art lessons while parent volunteers
love leading each art project!

After School Library Hours every
Wednesday from 1:20-2:00pm.

PURCHASE SCRIP for the
Holidays and be eligible for a
chance to win $50 cash.

Starting now through December 19, for every
$300 you spend you will have a chance to win
$50. There will be a total of 3 winners.
What is Scrip: It is an opportunity to raise
money for the Arcadia Educational
Foundation. Instead of going to the grocery
store to buy gift cards you can purchase gift
cards at the school office. A portion of your
purchase (2.5%-14% of purchase price
depending on the business) will go back to
supporting Arcadia Schools.
See page 4 for order sheet.

Dear Readers,
If you would like to submit photos, articles, or
suggestions to Hawk Talk, please e-mail
HOPTSA@gmail.com
If you would like to nominate an Incredibles
Volunteer please go to the school office parent sign
counter to fill out a slip.
Correction: last issue we forgot to include Jessica
Chow as a volunteer for the Book Fair.

Veteran’s Day Assembly Led by the Community Building Club,
Hawk’s Nest Honors the Servicemen and Women of Our Country
On a beautiful fall morning the entire student body came together to honor our Veterans. Soldiers from the
Army Reserve Infantry ___ was invited to share their experiences. Led by Mr. Harrison, students from the
Hawk’s Nest Club asked them questions such as, why they chose to be in the military and the best and most
difficult part of being in the military. The Hawk’s Nest Club also collected photos of our community Veterans
and made a display that is currently hanging in the pavilion. The Harmony Hawks Club led by Mrs. Wayne, sang
The National Anthem, It's A Grand Old Flag and America The Beautiful. The Dance Club led by Mrs. Declerk,
performed a energetic dance routine to the song, R-O-C-K USA. The Helping Hawks, led by Mrs. Williams
facilitated a buddy activity after the assembly. Younger students were paired with older students to write
letters to Veterans. The Directed Drawing Club, led by Mrs. Stodgdill drew colorful portraits of Veterans that
are also on display in the pavilion. Thank you Captain Serguei V. Louchnikov, whose son Alex is in the fourth
grade at Highland Oaks and his fellow servicemen and woman for taking the time to visit.

