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PPAS hosts 10th Annual Fall Festival

by Yuridia Espinoza
Page Editor

Presbyterian Pan American
School’s (PPAS) Fall Festival
took place on Friday, October
19, 2018 at the Harte Center.
People from the community
came to the festival. PPAS
students prepared games
such as: coke bottle fishing,
bingo, ring toss, inflatable
games, train ride, bungee,
rock climb, and gave prizes
as well as sold food for the
event. There was a jail where
you could pay for someone
to be in for a certain time.
“The fall festival is a family-friendly
environment
where both parents and
students are able to have a
good and healthy time,” said
Senior Rogelio Martinez.
The PPAS students helped
with the organization of this
event along with school staff.
Every class suggested at least
two games for the festival
and was assigned a certain
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PPAS’ fall festival was filled with students and members
of the community on Oct. 19.

number of games to maintain.
“I really enjoyed watching the kids having fun with
the games that we made,”
said Senior Mayra Galvan.
The students and staff
were in charge of the games
and food preparation during the event. PPAS sold
food, snacks and beverages

such as sausage wrap, nachos, hot dogs, hamburgers,
candy, and cotton candy.
“The festival was something else, I really enjoy
the great people of Pan
Am, the kids, the games
and the food was amazing,”
said Senior Neider Cruz.

PPAS takes part in Red Ribbon Week
by Omar Ortiz
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Staff Writer

On October 19, Presbyterian Pan American School
(PPAS) was filled with the
voices of many students protesting against drugs, as the
kick off for the 2018 Red
Ribbon Week was held on
campus. According to redribbon.org, in 1985, after
United States Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA)
agent, Enrique Camarena
was killed on duty, a campaign to raise awareness of
the killing and destruction
caused by drugs in America
started. Camarena’s family
and friends began to wear red
ribbons as a symbol of their
commitment with this issue.
This year, students and
staff celebrated this week
from the 19th to the 26th
of October, and took part
in wearing themed-assigned
attire, always keeping in
mind a drug-free message.

International Banquet
held at PPAS
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The annual banquet was held on campus Sept 30 with
food and performances.

The annual Presbyterian Pan American School
(PPAS) International Banquet was held on September 30 at the Harte Center.
“The purpose of the international banquet was to
bring all the countries represented in school together,”
said Sophomore Jacob Lei.
At the international
banquet, different countries got a chance to present their cultures, food
and even performances.
Preparation for the banquet started two weeks
earlier since country representatives had to give
the dining hall staff recipes that would later be
ordered to make the food.
“I really loved the fact
that the students from the
different countries coop-

erated with us and helped
us prepare the food from
their countries,” said Maria Ceballos, kitchen staff.
Sophomore
Ornella Murenzi said that it
was her first time attending
a
banquet.
“I really enjoyed listening to national anthems
from different countries,” Murenzi said.
Murenzi also said how
anxious she was as a sophomore since they had to
decorate the dining hall beforehand, but she was excited since it was a success.
Lei also mentioned that
he is happy that his country was presented well.
“The only bad thing
about the banquetsis it ends,” Lei said.

Students attend Fields of Faith
by Jack Lee

Page Editor

Photo provided by: Barbara Cano

The PPAS junior class marched with their drug-free
poster on Oct. 19 in honor of Red Ribbon Week.

“If we don’t learn that
drugs are bad in our childhood, they will affect us
in our adulthood,” said
Junior Ismael Trujillo.
According to staff member
Eva Canales, this week was
first celebrated during the
2006 – 2007 school year,
and has occurred every year
since. An important part of
this celebration is that in
2016, it also became a cam-

paign against bullying, making students reflect not only
on how drugs ruin lives,
but also about how bullying can be harmful. Canales
also said the way the students make posters and wear
crazy outfits is not just fun,
but has an educational purpose, giving the students a
life lesson that will remain
with them in the future.

On October 10, 2018 the
Presbyterian Pan American School(PPAS) Senior
and Junior class attended
the Fields of Faith at Texas
A&M University-Kingsville. During this event,
students listened to the
speech from professional
boxer Oscar Cantu, and
sang several worship songs
with other surrounding
high schools in Kingsville.
Senior Yebin Oh said
Fields of Faith is one
of her favorite events at

PPAS because she can
sing a variety of worships songs which she
doesn’t sing at chapel.
“Furthermore, I emphasized a lot on the speech
from boxer Oscar Cantu.
He explained a lot of
important lessons with
his fun story,” Oh said.
Senior Julio Galvan said
he thinks it would be better if he has more time
to pray together about
problems
from
life.
“Also I felt like this year
the event looked more fo-

cused worships songs. I
hope it would be changed
next year,” Galvan said.
Pastor Eric Peterson said
even though it was his first
time at Fields of Faith, he
felt comfortable with students and teachers while
singing worship songs
and praying together.
“I am thankful with God
for helping us having a
great time at the fields of
faith. Also I hope we can
have better Fields of Faith
next year,” Peterson said.

Eagles soccer
Cross country team heads to state PPAS
plays in semi-finals

by Ximena Garcia
Staff Writer

On October 29, 2018
Presbyterian
Pan
American
School’s
(PPAS) cross country
team competed at the
state meet in Waco, and
place 9th overall, said
Coach Niki Tijerina.
Before the state meet,
the team also competed
in Corpus Christi. The
team showed many improvements compared
to other meets, said
Senior Abigail Silva.
“Not everyone was
tired but they were
all emotionally satisfied with themselves
because they gave everything in the competition and did not

by Angelita Mireles

Staff Writer
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The PPAS cross country team competed at state in Waco.

regret it,” Silva said.
Seven seniors said
goodbye to the cross
country team, maybe not with a victory
but with the satisfaction of having completed and given everything, Silva said.
“I
think the cross
country team has left

us many things that
have taught us to be
good people to be fair
and persevere because
it shows us that despite
the adversities that we
have in front of us, we
can always move forward and continue our
battle,” said Sophomore Irving Rendon.

Lady Eagles Volleyball
season comes to an end

by Zabdi Rivera
Staff Writer

On October 11, 2018 the
volleyball team played
their last game against
Faith Christian Academy
at Presbyterian Pan American School (PPAS). PPAS
won three sets out of five.
“During the game we
felt motivated and excited because it was our
last game of the season.
Losing the first set motivated us to do even better
for the rest of the game,”
said Junior Almi Cabanzo.
This year the team contained a lot of new players, therefore they had to
start from the beginning
as far as team chemistry
and the basic rules of the
game. Captain Senior Tania Acevedo is the only
player that has been on

On October 17, 2018,
the Semi-finals took
place in Round Rock
where the Presbyterian Pan American School (PPAS)
boys’ soccer team
went
up
against
Round Rock Concordia, but lost 1-0.
“I felt excited because I knew that I
would be going to
represent my school
and give all my effort while having
fun with my team,”
said
Sophomore
Maurick
Paredes.
As soon as they arrived to the stadium,
the boys did their
warms up to get
ready for the game.
“I think the team did
excellent. I believe we
had the best defense
for the last five years
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The boys soccer team played Round Rock Concordia for
the semi-finals but fell short, losing 1-0.

and they did their
best as a team,” said
Coach
Plascencia.
When the match
started, both teams
fought right off the
bat. Once halftime
came, both teams
had yet to score
with 45 minutes left.
“The team did pretty good and I think

we did a lot better
too, but they caught
us at a bad time and
they scored,” said
Captain Neider Cruz.
The Eagles did their
best to defend, but
during the second half,
the Cardinals scored.
The boys fought and
played hard, but in
the end they fell short.

long as we are united
and do our best,” said
Senior Tania Acevedo.
Their first practice
took place on Thursday October 25. The
girls worked on endurance by running.
They also worked on
shooting and as well
as defending the ball,
making sure it did not
enter into their goal. `
“This was my first
practice of soccer
and I could say that I
liked it,” said Sophomore Shiara Zarate.

This year, the team
has a lot of newcomers with only three
seniors on the team.
Acevedo is the head of
the defensive line with
three new girls by her
side, Lena Sofia Plesnar, Nicole Pierzo,
and Alejandra Tovar.
“I played defense
back home, but I
was still nervous before the first game
because
I
didn’t
want to let my team
down,” Plesnar said.

Lady Eagles Soccer
season begins

by Aaron Estrada
Staff Writer
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The Lady Eagles volleyball season came to an end with
a win against Faith Christian Academy.

the team for four years.
“In this final game I could
really see the progress we
had made throughout the
season. We had a rocky
start but I am very proud
of what we have accomplished,” Acevedo said.
According to Junior Helena Walton, one of the
things that made this last
game better was communication. The team

became a family by the
end of the season, which
made it a lot easier for
each team member to trust
each other and win the ball.
“I think that communication is an essential part

of playing any team
sport, I’m really glad
that we won this last
game, specially since it
was the last one for our
seniors,” Walton said.

On November 1,
2018,
Presbyterian Pan American School (PPAS)
girls’ soccer team
had their first loss
of the season with
a score of, 0-7.
The girls played
against Incarnate
Word
Academy
in Corpus Christi.
“I have big expectations for the team
and it doesn’t matter
who is the best, as

FEATURES & OPINION
Annual Splash celebration at PPAS
by Gabriela Sanchez

Staff Writer

Presbyterian Pan American School (PPAS) students celebrated Splash
on August 18, 2018. The
activity was organized by
members of Campus Ministry Council (CMC), who
came up with the games
and planned everything.
“We started to organize
splash since the beginning
of the year and everything
went as planned,” said
DoSun Lee, CMC member.
According to Lee, some
members of Campus Ministry Council volunteered
to arrive two weeks earlier to help with the or-
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PPAS students participated in the annual Splash activity, organized by Campus Ministry Council.

ganization
of
Splash.
Pastor Eric Peterson, Director of spiritual life at
PPAS, said that Splash
is an activity held every
year at PPAS with the purpose of allowing students
from different countries

to interact with each other
and learn about the importance of teamwork.
Students were divided into
families, each one representing a different color.
The games were set around
the campus and families

Student Council members
named Students of the Month
by Enya Trinidad

Staff Writer

Presbyterian
Pan
American
School
(PPAS) has named Senior Camila Arjona as
Student of the Month
for August. Arjona
is from Mexico City,
but now lives in Denver, Colorado. Arjona
has studied at PPAS
for four years and this
is a great achievement in her life.
“I knew about
the school because
my parents studied
here,” Arjona said.
The
extracurricular activities she is
involved are cross
country, soccer, cheer
and track and field.
“It was very difficult
being away from my
family just in my first
year but now I realized I
can do it,” Arjona said.
“What I like most
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Seniors Rogelio Martinez
and Camila Arjona.

about Pan Am is meeting people from other
countries,” Arjona said.
Now with the achievement of being the student of the month she
feels very proud of
herself and for the future she is thinking of
studying a career in political science, she said.
The Student of the
Month for September
is Rogelio Martinez,
17-year-old
Senior,
from Reynosa, Tamau-

lipas, Mexico, but he
has lived in many places around Mexico. He
has been at PPAS for
three years and came as
a sophomore in 2016.
“I first discovered Pan
Am because a cousin
of mine, Frida Treviño,
was a senior here in
2016. I talked with her,
and my family decided
to send me here after
that,” Martinez said.
His favorite subject has
always been mathematics, but lately he has begun to appreciate writing and English more.
He considers himself a
full-time athlete and last
year, he practiced cross
country,
basketball,
track field and baseball.
“What I like most
about the school is the
feeling of brotherhood
one gets after sometime
here,” Martinez said.

moved from one game to
the other, playing as a team.
“Splash is an activity for all students to interact with each other and
work together as a community,” Peterson said.
Furthermore, Lee said
that since this activity is
held at the beginning of the
year, it helps new students
to know their classmates
and become more comfortable. For this reason,
new students and returners
enjoyed playing together
and participating in water games during splash.
“I enjoyed playing with
water, it was really fun
and refreshing,” said Junior Cesia Gonzalez.

Seniors make
anatomy ment
models
when they see a fin-

by Usha Mbawmbaw

Staff Writer

The anatomy class at Presbyterian Pan American
School (PPAS)
worked
on a project in October.
The project was making
models for DNA, glucose,
RNA, proteins or lipids.
Some students worked in
pairs, while others worked
by themselves, in order to
make the project a success.
Yvonne Garza, anatomy
teacher, came up with the
project from a section of
the book the students were
reading. She wanted them to
do something fun and learn
at the same time, she said.
“Making models gives students a visual object to
see and also gives them
a sense of accomplish-

ished product,” Garza said.
Yuli Chen, 17-year-old senior, did a model of DNA.
Chen used twizzlers, and
fruit candy to make the model
a success and she mentioned
that the model made her understand more about DNA.
“I made a DNA model because I felt like even though
everyone knows that DNA is
inside our body, they never
really know about its structure and system,”Chen said.
Chen said that working on
the model with Senior Yebin Oh, made it’s easier because two people bring creativity through handicrafts .
Senior Priscila Escamilla
did a model of Glucose.
“I chose to do glucose because I wanted to know what
it is made of,” Escamilla said.

NHS members recognized
as Students of the Month
by Shachi Rodriguez

Staff Writer

Presbyterian Pan
American School (PPAS)
announced Priscila Escamilla as the student of
the month for October.
Escamilla is originally
from San Fernando,
Tamaulipas,
Mexico.
This is her third year
at PPAS. She has participated in volleyball,
school yearbook and
National Honor Society.
“I chose PPAS because
I wanted a good education and I also wanted
to improve my English
skills,” Escamilla said.
Escamilla likes to listen to music, watch
movies and videos. She
likes to sing and walk
with her friends and
family. She also mentioned that her favor-
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Seniors Esteban Gonzalez
& Priscila Escamilla.

ite subject is biology.
“It’s a big difference, at
PPAS. I have more discipline and I have a variety
of cultures from all over
the world and I think
that is really unique at
this school, “she said.
Escamilla plans to go
to Mexico and study at
the Autonomous University of Nuevo Leon.
Senior Esteban Gonzalez has been chosen

as the student of the
month for November.
Gonzalez is from Matamoros,
Tamaulipas,
Mexico and this is his
fourth year at PPAS.
“I chose PPAS because
I wanted to be independent and learn English,” Gonzalez said.
Gonzalez said his hobbies are listening to
music and playing soccer with his friends.
He thinks he was chosen to be the student of
the month because he
can balance between
his studies, school
clubs like campus ministry and even sports.
Gonzalez plans to go
to college at Schreiner
where he will study
physical
therapy.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
PPAS observes 4H Week
One Act Play competes at district level
by Esteban Gonzalez

Staff Writer
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4H members attended the county courthouse for the 4-H
proclamation.

by Camila Arjona

Editor-in-Chief

The week of October 7 to
the 13 was 4-H week among
Presbyterian Pan American
School (PPAS) students.
According to 4-H.org, this
organization is meant to
empower young people, by
placing them in various leadership opportunities. PPAS
participates in several programs within 4-H, which
include the annual livestock
show, photography, food
challenge, fashion show and
homemaking projects. The
4-H sponsor is Niki Tijerina. She helps the students
during the livestock show
and fashion show activities.
“My role as the 4-H sponsor is to make sure that each
member gets entered in the
events they want to compete
in. Once they’re in those
events my job is to make sure

everyone does what they are
supposed to do,” Tijerina said.
Every year, new students
decide to join 4-H. This year,
some of the new participants
include Seniors Yuridia Espinoza and Jocelyn Vazquez,
Sophomore Naomi Robles
and Junior Cesia Gonzalez.
They all visited the Kleberg County Courthouse
in Kingsville for their 4-H
proclamation. In addition,
previous 4-H members, led
by 4-H President Angelita
Mireles and Vice President
Omar Ortiz, created a presentation instructing students about 4-H and what
it is that the organization
does to help the community.
“For me, 4-H is about learning new skills that will help
me in the future, but also
about getting to have fun
with my friends while doing so,” said Senior Christian Peña, 4H member.

Ambassadors travel to Dallas church
by: Juan Gomez

Staff Writer

On September 22, 2018, the
Presbyterian Pan American
School (PPAS) Ambassadors attended a luncheon at
Canyon Creek Presbyterian
Church in Richardson to raise
money for PPAS scholarships.
According to the PPAS Facebook page, along with the
Ambassadors, 1989 PPAS
graduate Brenda Solares, also
attended the luncheon to help
with the fulfillment of the ambassador’s duty to represent
the school. Students arrived
the day before the event.
“The first night we ate Chinese food and went bowling,

then we went to sleep. The
following day, we dressed up
and went to the church. We
were introduced to the people
who attended and escorted
them to their tables,” said
Ambassador Julio Galvan.
During the luncheon the
students shared their experiences at the school
with the other attendees.
“Student Ambassadors visit
churches all year long. In
November, we will visit
El Divino Salvador Presbyterian Church in Corpus
Christi and San Gabriel Presbyterian Church in Georgetown,” said Doug Dalglish,
PPAS School President.

One Act Play, from
Presbyterian Pan American School (PPAS),
directed by Rick Saenz
performed in Ingram
Tom Moore High School
on October 27, 2018 for
the District III Division
II of the Texas Association of Private and Parochial Schools (TAPPS)
and won 3rd place.
The play performed
was a fictional novel of
Louis Lowry “Gossamer” because according
to Saenz, it was a play
that fit the actors well.
The students practiced
from mid September till
October 25 every Satur-
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PPAS One Act Play performed on campus before heading to district on Oct. 27.

day from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
There were a total of 32
students in One Act Play.
“The best experience
as a director is to see
actors grow from not

knowing anything about
theater to becoming
amazing actors in only
one month,” Saenz said.
The play has protagonist John, acted by Ju-

nior Emiliano Ceballos
and “Littlest One” acted
by Junior Bifeng Xiao.
“It was a little bit hard
because I wasn’t the
protagonist at first, I was
the back up. It was hard
to learn the lines for the
play and to interact with
the character, to be believable,” Ceballos said.
The students stayed
in
Kerrville
and
then traveled to Ingram
to
compete.
“Work hard and
you will have a
show,”
Xiao
said.
Xiao and Ceballos won best actress
and
actor
award.

Pan American marks homecoming week
by: Jocelyn Vazquez

Staff Writer

On October 8, 2018,
Presbyterian
Pan
American
School
(PPAS) students celebrated their homecoming.
Students
started their spirit
week with different
activities and themedattire days. Monday
was hippies, Tuesday was crazy sock
and hair, Wednesday
was twins, Thursday
was school spirit and
Friday was 80s. Students were dressed
and staff members as
well. On Thursday,
October 11, 2018, the
school had a pep rally.
PPAS students were
able to see choreography by the school’s
cheerleaders.
“The Cheerleaders’
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Seniors Allison Cabanzo and David Araujo were named
Homecoming Queen & King for 2018.

dance was awesome.
They did a great
job,” said Coach
Yvonne
Garza.
Cheer
Captain
Yebin Oh helped

with choreography
for the pep rally.
“I had to teach the
girls the dance, and
keep
my
grades
up, but it was

worth it,” Oh said.
Later that evening,
students had a bonfire
where David Araujo
& Allison Cabanzo
were named Homecoming King and
Queen. This year’s
court also included
Carlos Galvan &
Gloria Gonzalez as
Prince and Princess,
Daniel Estrada &
Shachi Rodriguez as
Duke and Duchess,
and Carlos Gonzalez
& Daniela Walton
as Sweethearts. This
homecoming was also
the last for seniors
of the 2019 class.
“I felt overwhelmed
because is my senior year and this
was my last homecoming,” said Senior Triana Esponda.
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