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Spring has SPRUNG! What a better time to talk

EXCITING NEWS! April 4-8 was a battle to the

about the efforts to get the new elementary
playground fully funded!

end! The elementary school participated in grade
level coin wars all week to raise money for our
Playground Project. The students raised
$1,553.27!!!

A Movie SUCCESS! On Friday, March 18 the PTA
sponsored an after school movie in the elementary
school. A total of 178 students attended and our
team of parents and 9 teachers made the event
spectacular. The kids were SO well behaved and
enjoyed themselves. This was a great experience
and a fantastic way for our PTA to raise funds. We
look forward to the next event!
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Happy Easter! Over 300 eggs and 20 stuffed
animals were placed in our GIANT Easter basket.
Students in grades K-3 donated 50 cents to choose
a mystery egg from the basket. All donations
collected were put towards our AWESOME
Playground Project!

Block 2 Bake Sale
The students in Block 2 Fifth Grade Math organized
and held a bake sale for staff and students in
grades 3-6 on March 15, 2016. They created and
displayed advertising as well as promoted the
event on the morning announcements. With the
help of their parents, the class provided lots of
delicious baked goods individually packed and
priced from $0.25-$0.50 and the sale was very
successful. They were able to raise $232.25 in just
one hour to go toward the New Playground Fund.
Way to go!

STEM Students Race To Decipher Codes
Miss Morgan Thomas (Mr. Shopland’s student
teacher) taught the 10th grade STEM class how to
decipher code. They learned to decipher Caesar
cyphers, and binary, decimal, and hexadecimal
codes. Hexadecimal was the code used in the
book, recently made into a movie, called The
Martian by Andy Weir.
A combination practice and informal assessment
activity had students deciphering coded messages
that led them to a location somewhere in the

(
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(STEM cont’d)
school, where they found another coded message.
Students were excitedly searching the school,
Amazing Race style, trying to be the first team to
solve all the puzzles and complete the challenge.
Who said learning couldn’t be fun?
The activity was such a success that Mr. Shopland
asked Miss Thomas to create a simplified version of
the activity to be used with the PLTW Automation
and Robotics class to introduce programming.
Students must write code to control motors,
switches and lights. The activity should help with
conceptualizing coding in general.

Mikayla and Mikaila engrossed in their challenge

Stephen, Josh and Isaac racing to decipher code.

Basket Party
Once again, the high school supports its
community!
At the request of Tricia Hunyady from the HomerCenter Public Library, who is supporting a basket
party on April 24th at the HC Fire hall, the
teachers, aides & staff collected enough
donations to make TWO large baskets. In
addition to the many school supplies & books,
they collected $30 which was used to add a
$15.00 Sheetz gift card to each basket.
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Kiwanis Conference
Homer-Center High School was proud to have the
following sophomores represent our school at the
Kiwanis Leadership Conference (L to R): Corey
Cavalier, Drew Hurd, Laken Hill, Shelby Ursiak,
Alexis Newhouse, Emily Schmidt, Shawn Sebring
(Kiwanis Member), Addison Goldberg, Emma
Nippes, Jenna Henry, Abby Novak, and Carson
Schloder.

TAKING IT TO THE HALLWAY!
As a culminating activity to finding
perimeter and area, third grade students took their
math skills to the hallways of the elementary
school. Students worked with partners to find the
perimeter and area of various figures created on
the floor. Fun and learning was had by all!

Colonial Toyota Reading Program
Participants in the Colonial Toyota and HomerCenter Reading Program distributed a free book to
every student at Homer-Center Elementary School
on March 22nd. The mentors labeled the books
and helped with the distribution. Students in each
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grade level received books which were selected by
their teachers. Some of the titles included: Clark
The Shark Tooth Trouble, Giraffes Can't Dance, Gus
Grows A Plant, Capital Mysteries; A Spy In the
White House, Runaway Ralph, Sounder, Stone
Fox, Wayside School Is Falling Down,Time Machine,
and The Westing Game.

First Grade Chemistry
Mr. Wolff, a chemistry teacher from Penn
Highlands Community College, came to teach
Homer-Center’s first graders about solids, liquids
and gases. Students were able to observe chemical
changes in a new and fascinating way. Mr. Wolff is
Mrs. Christine Kochman’s father.
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Career Cruising STEM’mers!
The STEM 9 class, taught by Mrs. Olinger and Mrs.
Magolis, began a unit on career exploration which
used the Career Cruising module to assist students
with research and planning or future
occupations. Mrs. Curci and Ms. Buffone
collaborated with the class and presented the
Career Interest Survey and Skills
Assessment. Students used these tools as a
springboard to research careers of interest. As a
STEM component, students explored infographics
as visual representation of complex ideas and
information. Each student designed their own
infographic poster, using web based tools or
Microsoft Publisher, that told the visual story of
their career choice. Topics covered in the
infographic included items such as job
outlook/availability, training, graphs and statistics,
and job/skill requirements. Students took part in a
technology based gallery walk to analyze and
evaluate each other's infographics. Finally, they
reflected on their own product and their peers
work using FCA's and Collins Writing.

Reality Tour
Our Eighth Graders currently enrolled in Health
visited the Blairsville Reality Tour in March. Mr.
Rainey and Mrs. Andrie again rode the bus with
students, while those going with parents met us in
Blairsville. We had another great turnout- the
room was filled! The main speaker was a graduate
of Homer Center School District, whose family has
been affected by drug addiction. Many thanks go
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out for all the preparation and dedicated people
who put on the Tour.

celebrations. The designs on the alfombras can be
geometric patterns, nature scenes, religious
symbols, or national emblems. (The alfombras can
be seen in the lower senior high hallway. The
cascarones and masks are on display in room 14.)
After reading about each tradition, students wrote
10% summaries or argumentative writings using
Collins’ Writing techniques.

Several of our students volunteered at the Reality Tour.

Spanish Culture
Students in Spanish classes began their cultural
study of Easter celebrations in Spain and Hispanic
countries on January 6, 2016 and ended their study
on March 23, 2016. Through readings and videos,
they learned about Three Kings’ Day, Carnaval,
casarones, and alfombras. Three Kings’ Day in
Spanish-speaking countries, also known as
Epiphany, is the day the Three Kings bring gifts to
children, leaving them in their shoes or by the
door. This is also the day when preparations for
the Lenten season begin. Students created masks
for Carnaval, which is celebrated on the Tuesday
(Mardi Gras) before Ash Wednesday. They also
created cascarones, decorated eggs. These eggs
are filled with confetti which Hispanics tap on the
heads of others during Carnaval. If the egg breaks
and confetti falls out, they are considered to have
good luck. To end their study students created
alfombras, street carpets, used for the Good Friday

(Cascarones)

(Carnaval masks)
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Alfombras

Chief Sacco’s “Survival 101”
Homer City Police Chief Louis Sacco visited Mrs.
Andrie’s Senior High Health Class to present his
alcohol and driving presentation, “Survival 101”.
Chief Sacco puts on a powerful presentation, with
his own stories interjected with the state’s
program. Accompanying him this semester was
Homer City Mayor Cal Cecconi and Homer City’s
new parking-enforcement officer. We are thankful
to have him come and present to our students.
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FBLA Hershey
Rachel Worcester and Sammi Silvis represented
Homer-Center at the Future Business Leaders of
America’s Pennsylvania State Leadership
Conference in Hershey, PA from April 10th through
April 13th. Both students had qualified to move on
after a successful performance at the regional level
competition in December. Rachel competed in the
Healthcare Administration event, and Sammi
competed in the Computer Applications event. As
voting delegates at the state conference, both
students fulfilled the responsibility of being part of
the election process and electing the 2016-17 PA
FBLA state officer team and choosing a national
candidate who will run for FBLA national office this
summer in Atlanta.
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HELP!
Together we CAN!
Everyone keeps asking “Why don’t you collect the
cans? Why are you only collecting the tabs?

Tell them that you are donating
your scrap to:
The HOMER-CENTER
PLAYGROUD PROJECT
ACCOUNT

So… now we CAN!
DONATIONS will be added to our
ongoing account and a check will be

An account is set up at:

RSM Company (located
behind the tennis courts on IUP campus)

527 S. 13th Street, Indiana, PA 15701
724-465-4381

Please drop off aluminum cans or
scrap metal that is accepted by the
company during these times:
Business Hours: Mon - Friday: 8am - 4:30pm;
Saturday: 8am - 12pm

sent to the Playground Fund!
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Indoor Enjoying a Successful Season!!!
The indoor percussion and color guard ensembles
have been enjoying great success during the month
of April and have set themselves up for success at
Regional Championships and TIA Championships.

April 9th brought a weekend of intense rehearsal
for the indoor groups as they geared up for a great
finish to the season. The groups spent just over 12
hours rehearsing and really solidified their shows
as they make the final push of the season and work
towards championships.
On Saturday, April 2nd Homer-Center hosted their
second annual Indoor Competition. 28 groups
performed and competed for top honors and our
very own indoor percussion and indoor color guard
groups came out on top of their respective
divisions. In addition to the spectacular
performances by all groups in attendance, our
students were also treated to a private clinic and
performance from the Pittsburgh Steelers’ Official
Drumline, "The Pittsburgh Steeline". Many visitors
were impressed by our facilities and had a lot of
positive comments about what Homer-Center has
to offer.

On Saturday, April 16th the groups traveled to
Johnstown to compete against some of their top
rivals. After enduring a 2 hour delay due to a power
outage in the area, the groups rallied to again take
first place in their divisions. Both groups have now
broken 80 (score out of 100) for the season and
have put themselves in excellent position to medal
in their respective divisions at Wildwood
Championships.
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The groups will compete on Saturday,
April 23rd for the Regional
Championships at Central Cambria High
School. Indoor Percussion will perform at
1:22PM and Indoor Guard will perform at
4:09PM. We look forward to having a
large Homer-Center crowd on hand.
There will also be several in-school
performances on Tuesday, April 26th and
we will conclude with a community sendoff performance that evening at 7PM.
The groups will depart the next morning
for TIA championships. We hope to see
you all there!

Thank you for
your support of
the arts at
Homer-Center!

