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Caldwell ISD students
give big at food drive
Volunteer, donate to Food for Families Food Drive

By Caroline Supak

The KBTX Food
for Families Food
Drive was held at
St. Mary’s Catholic
Church Parish Hall
on Wednesday, Dec.
5.
Students from
CISD volunteered
throughout the day.
They unloaded food
donations and sorted food by type for
distribution to those
in need.
To prepare for the
food drive, each enrichment class at
CHS had a competition to see which
grade level could
collect the most
number of canned
goods. The junior
class won, and
will receive an off
campus lunch at
a later date. The
items collected during the CHS food
drive were donated
to the KBTX Food

CALDWELL HIGH School teacher Pam Cantey helps sort food
during the Food for Families Food Drive on Wednesday, Dec. 5
at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Caldwell.

for Families Food
Drive.
This year, Burleson County collected 12,764 pounds of
canned goods and
$26,168 in donations.
Every can and
money donation will

stay in the county.
CHS secretary,
Janice Easter, coordinator of the event,
was overjoyed by
the generosity and
support of the community.
“I am thankful
for the CISD staff

members that took
on the job of coordinating each campus
food drive,” Easter
said.
2018 marks
the second time
Caldwell and CISD
have participated in
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More photos from the
Food for Families Food Drive

SNOOK’S Bluejay
was even out in support of the drive.
CALDWELL INTERMEDIATE School
donated $254 to the local food drive.

CALDWELL STUDENTS and teachers
help sort food donations.

Editorial: Holiday Hubbub -Is the Christmas Season Too
Commercialized?
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By Sabine Lazo

Since the late 1980s,
Black Friday, or the
Friday following
Thanksgiving, has
traditionally been
deemed the socially
condoned beginning
of the holiday season.
Just like today, shoppers would swarm
stores, searching for
the best deals and discounts on holiday gift
items and decorations.
In recent years, however, things have begun to change.
Now, companies and
stores, motivated by
a thirst for sales and
an apparent desire to
madden sane Americans with perpetual
catchy Christmas
tunes, have transcended the barrier
which Black Friday
has long provided and
unleashed the holiday
commercialism-mania
upon the rest of the

year like a swarm of
jingling, peppermintflavored locusts.
Make no mistake:
the holiday season is
a wonderful time of
year. The joys of ringing bells, delicious food
and widespread cheer
which accompany all
of the season’s holidays are unrivalled by
all else.
Part of what makes
this time of year so
special, however, is
its uniqueness -- a
uniqueness which is
lessened by the holiday’s gradual infiltration of the rest of the
year.
Sure, we all enjoy
some fun Christmas
jams, but there’s only
so much we can take
before the constant
medley of “Jingle
Bells” and “Santa
Baby” becomes far less
cheer-inducing and far

more rage-inducing.
The same rule applies to holiday decorations. Sure, they’re
beautiful and brighten
the lives of those who
pass, but they’re also
an enormous hassle
and an even bigger
drain on our wallets,
as the electrical bill
for some of the more
elaborate arrangements you may see
around town can cost
hundreds of dollars
simply to light!
If the price of lighting your home isn’t
enough, the holiday
season is also full of
sales which lure you
in with low prices and
trick you into buying
beyond your budget,
and outside of your
needs.
Though all of the season’s glitz and glam is
part of the appeal, it
detracts from the true
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the five counties
that participated,
and Caldwell ISD
students gave the
majority of the donated canned foot -at least 90 percent
of the total.
The five counties
participating were

Brazos, Burleson,
Robertson, Madison
and Grimes.
The approximate
total collected in all
five counties were
177,869 pounds of
food and $144,457.
“God is good,” Easter said.

the food drive.
The event has
been held in the
Brazos Valley each
December for over
20 years.
Burleson County
collected the most
items per capita of

purpose of the holidays: to allow us to reconnect with friends,
family, and faith, and
have some fun!
Don’t get me wrong
-- the changes to the
holiday season aren’t
all bad. About 34 percent of all charitable
donations are given
during this time of
year, and that number
is on the rise.
Overall, however,
the facts are unmistakable: Christmas
spirit, once a special
sort of cheer reserved
for brightening our
lives in the weeks surrounding Christmas,
is becoming diluted
and downright disquieting as it spreads
throughout earlier and
earlier months like a
virus and becomes less
about celebration and
more about sales.

Academic All-State
Football:
Cody Perry 1st team
Ty Jungman 2nd team
Trent Stefka 2nd team
Luke Skrabanek Honorable Mention
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How to navigate high school prom
High school can be confusing. Freshman, Sophomore,
Junior, and then Senior year.
It’s nothing to take lightly.
There’s a lot to think about,
but let’s start with what’s
coming up -- prom.
Prom can be the highlight
of your high school experience if you do it right, but it
could also be the worst if you
mess it up.
For guys and girls, it’s two
completely different worlds.
However, guys and girls both
have the tough task of making the perfect “promposal.”
...This is the beginning of
your prom.
First, you have to find the
perfect person, the one who
will make your prom perfect.
This person will match what
you’re wearing, take pictures
with you and dance the night
with you.
Now you have to come up
with the perfect way to ask
them. Of course, you could
just plainly ask them, but
who would remember that?
A good promposal needs to
be memorable.
An easy yet memorable way
is the poster. All you need is
to find something you both
share in common. After that,
all you need is something
cute and cheesy to write.
For example, if you both
like Stephen King’s novel
“It”, you could draw balloons
on the poster and write,
“Would you float with me
to Prom?” This might seem
meaningless, but to some
people, it’s a big deal. Make
sure to check with your po-

tential date before you make
a scene out of it.
After you have a date, you
have to decide on what to
wear. The big question is
whether to match or not.
Guys don’t have to feel
pressured to match. While
it might look cute, it isn’t
necessarily a must. The girl’s
dress is normally going to be
the show-stopper. If the guy
is going to match, then let it
be subtle.
Don’t get a jacket that’s
the same color to match the
dress. Also, for the sake of all
things good, don’t get shoes
that are the same color as
the dress. It comes across
as tacky and awkward if
it doesn’t work. Just have
the pocket square or handkerchief match the color of
the dress. Very few couples
can pull it off matching 100
percent.
Once, you have the perfect
person, have asked the right
way, and have the perfect
outfit, you have to have the
perfect night.
A bit of personal advice,
be ready to take pictures.
Prom is something that is
important to remember...to
the parents, that is. They are
going to want pictures of you,
your date, you and your date,
your friends, and you and
your friends. What you think
will be one picture will turn
into five or maybe ten different pictures with a different
pose in each. So don’t say you
haven’t been warned!
Now, you are at the actual
prom. There’s your friends

By Jeffrey Rutherford
with all of their dates, and
of course the dance floor and
food/drink tables.
There is one thing I will
recommend: don’t drink or
eat a lot. It makes it seem
like you’re a pig, and no
one wants to be with guy
or girl who ate all the food.
Also, if you drink a lot, it
means you’re gonna have to
relieve yourself more than
you think.
Then, the dance floor. There
will be plenty of songs to
dance to but, it’s important to
catch at least one slow song.
Sure, you can dance with
your date to all the other
songs, but the slow ones will
have more meaning. They
will be more intimate and allow you to share a connection
with that special someone.
Afterwards, when it’s all
wrapped up, you have to figure out what to do. Do you go
to a party someone is throwing, do you go to a restaurant
with your date, or do you just
go home?
This is something that you
need to know before hand.
More friendly advice, it’s
not always best to go out and
party. Sure, it might seem
fun, but you never know
what or who is going to be at
that party.
It’s sometimes better to play
it safe and go to a restaurant
or just home. Whatever you
decide, make sure it’s ok with
your date.
This guide will help you
have the best prom, with no
major surprises.
Good luck, and have fun!
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Getting
to know
how teens
from other
countries
live...

By Sabine Lazo

Freja Balslev Segelund
17 years old

Where do you live?
I live in Denmark in a small city called
Haderslev.
Describe an average school day for you.
School starts at 8:05 a.m. in the morning
and ends at 14:35 (2:35 p.m.). When you go
to high school in Denmark, you have to
choose one particular line. I have chosen
the line with Biotechnology, Mathematics, and Physics, so these classes are my
main classes. But I also have classes like
social studies, sports, and English.
What’s your favorite class?
My favorite class is Biotechnology, because I think it’s very exciting to learn
about the human body and how it works.
Least favorite?
My least favorite class is art class, because I’m not good at paintings and drawings.
What’s your primary language and how many others do you speak?
My primary language is Danish, but I also speak English and a little bit of German.
What do you do outside of school?
After school I take the bus out to my horse, where I spend most of my time. Then
in the evening my mom picks me up, and then we go home. Then I have to do my
homework and also clean the house.
Do you play any sports/does your school offer any sports?
Besides riding I sometimes also play badminton, but that is just for fun. I’m not
sure if my school offers any sports, because this is my first year at the school, so
I’m still very new. But I do know that if they offer sports at my school, then it isn’t
as big as football in America.
Is there anything you’d like to know about America and its school system?
I have often wondered what time school starts and when it ends. Do they offer
any sports at your school?
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Fall semester exams this week
With 2018 coming
to an end, that means
one thing at CHS: finals.
Finals are meant to
test students knowledge of everything
they’ve learned for
the past few months.
When students think
of finals, most think of
one thing: exemptions.
Students can earn
up to two test exemptions.
The following requirements must be
met to earn one excep-

tion:
* One absence with a
70-79 in the class.
* Two absences with
an 80-89 in the class.
* Three absences
with a 90-100 in the
class.
Students may exempt an additional
final if they have perfect attendance for the
entire semester.
Extra-curricular activities and college
visits do not count
against a student.
Finals will begin

By Caroline Supak

on Wednesday, Dec.
19. First, second and
third period exams
will be taken on this
day.
Fifth, sixth and seventh period exams will
be taken on Dec. 20.
The last day of finals is on Dec. 21 with
eighth and ninth period exams.
Students who are
exempting a final
must stay on campus
and report to the commons.
Lunch will be deter-

mined by the student’s
enrichment teacher.
Students cannot exempt the following
subjects in the fall
semester: Algebra I,
English I, English II,
Biology and U.S. History.
If a student misses
an exam, they are required to make it up.
Make-up tests will
begin on Jan. 7.
Remember that you
cannot exempt two of
the same finals in one
school year.

Semester Exam Tips and Tricks
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From Student Editor Sabine Lazo

It’s finally December -- the most wonderful time of the year, right? Maybe for those who don’t have
to take semester exams. As high-schoolers, however, the joy of the season is often diluted by the
stress-inducing finals which loom over us throughout the holiday season.
There’s no need to let tests take away from your Christmas cheer, though. The Herald is here with
some tips and tricks to help you get exam season out of the way and the holiday spirit back in your life!
The most important thing to remember as you navigate finals week is this: it’s not the end of the
world. No matter how your scores end up, there’s always a way to improve and to persevere.
With that said, on to the important part: what’s the best way to study for finals? There’s a number
of strategies, depending on your preferred method of learning, but nearly all of them start with a
solid base- the study guide.
Most teachers will provide some sort of a semester review, but it’s always a good idea to ask your
teacher for any advice they have in regards to their exam. This allows you to be sure you include all
of the formulas and/or information you’ll need in your guide.
There are a number of free online resources for studying: Quizlet, a website which allows you to
make flashcards, study guides, games, and more, all on one platform, Khan Academy, which offers
clear, concise video and text instruction on a number of topics and subjects, GoConqr, the perfect
studying site for visual learners, and Evernote, a useful tool for organizing notes, homeworks, quizzes, and other resources.
Utilizing these free resources can revitalize your studying strategies and boost your scores by helping you learn in the way which best suits your brain.
If you prefer a more old-fashioned technique, hand writing out a review for each of your exam
subjects can be very helpful.
Writing out your own words, as opposed to simply copying text or filling the blanks, engages your
mind and encourages awareness of the topic at hand, furthering your understanding of the material
within the study guide.
Once you have your study guide written out, be sure to add on anything which you believe will help
you retain the information.
A few popular techniques are creating flashcards, drawings, or even little songs or jingles to help
tricky facts stick in your brain.
After you’ve consolidated the material you need to study, whether online or by hand, the only thing
left to do is study!
At this stage, it’s a good idea to plan out a study schedule, taking into account the difficulty of each
class and the testing schedule.
For example, if your most difficult test is fifth period, you want to ensure you fit in as much study
time for that subject as possible before the test.
As exams approach, it’s important to utilize your time wisely. Before school, after school, enrichment, and lunch time are all prime studying opportunities that many students miss.
With that said, your studying schedule should also account for the fact that you are a human, not
a robot.
Plan in a healthy amount of time to eat, sleep, and relax, so as not to stress yourself out too much.
(The National Sleep Foundation recommends that teenagers get nine to 10 hours of sleep per night.)
To help stay calm, many study experts advise creating a study zone- a comfortable, quiet place free
of distractions.
Though many of us lack the perfect location for a study zone, creating one is quite simple.
Just grab some water and snacks, pop in some earbuds and play some soothing instrumental music,
put your phone on airplane mode, and tune out the rest of the world.
An ideal study session will last for anywhere from half an hour to three hours, with five minute
breaks every 20-30 minutes.
Remember, the goal of studying is to prepare yourself for the exam as much as possible, so don’t
create unrealistic expectations for yourself and cause yourself undue anxiety.
Just follow the guidelines above, do your best, and be grateful that winter break is only a few days
away!
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Caldwell Elementary puts on a show

By Jeffrey Rutherford

On Dec. 10, Forty
Winks til Christmas
was performed at the
high school auditorium.
Featuring the thirdgraders of Caldwell Elementary, there were
cousins for sleepovers,
toys coming to life to

dance and play and
even a special visit
from the big man Santa
himself with the reindeer and elfs.
They sang multiple
songs including: “Cousins for Christmas,”
“Empty Stockings,”
“Forty Winks,” “Hol-

iday Sleepover” and
“The Toys All Came to
Life.”
Erin Supak, Principal
at Caldwell Elementary School, said “I am
very proud of the students. They rocked the
auditorium with a little
Christmas spirit. They

dedicated many hours
of practice leading up
to this event and demonstrated the importance of cooperation.”
In close to an hour,
the third-graders
brought joy, happiness
and Christmas cheer to
the audience.

Is this the
job for me?

By Jeffrey Rutherford
D i f f e r e n t s k i l l s hobbies?
and hobbies com- * What am I good
plement different at?
jobs. Finding the * What do I enjoy?
right one for your * Where am I most
skills and hobbies comfortable?
might seem chal- With these queslenging.
tions answered, the
Many high school smoke might clear
s t u d e n t s a r e n ’ t up a little.
s u r e w h a t t h e y For example, if
want to do after you are good with
t h e y g r a d u a t e . your hands, love
Some don’t think heavy lifting, good
they are doing any- at budgdeting and
thing to work to- enjoy styling, then
wards a possible y o u m i g h t f i n d
career path.
yourself comfortHowever, we are a b l e a s s o m e o n e
a l l w o r k i n g t o - who remodels and
w a r d s a c a r e e r , sells houses.
whether we know Or, say that you
it or not.
love writing, re In our day-to-day porting, speaking,
routine, we not acting and peronly do the things s u a d i n g p e o p l e .
we are good at, but T h e n y o u m i g h t
also the things that just love it as a rewe love.
porter or motivaOur career should tional speaker!
be no different.
When thinking of
If you are one of a possible career
the many students path it is imporstill confused about tant to get down to
what job would be the basics: What
the best fit for you, do you love and ent h e n y o u s h o u l d joy?
ask yourself some T h i s w a y y o u r
questions:
“work” might seem
* W h a t a r e m y more like play.
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Holiday driving
safety

By Sabine Lazo

For many of us, traveling to visit family
and friends is one of the best parts of the
holiday season. But the high spirits and
frosty weather that make it such a joy can
also make winter road trips risky, so it’s
important to practice safe driving wherever
your holiday travels take you!
As you hit the roads, remember to remain
focused on driving and not all of the lights
and festivities on the side of the road.
No matter who’s calling, don’t let your
phone become a distraction behind the wheel.
Though Christmas festivities can get a bit
more festive than we might have planned
for, never drive intoxicated or impaired, and
don’t let anyone you care about do it, either!
Even if you’re in a hurry to see your loved
ones, don’t disregard the speed limits on the
way to your celebrations.
Driving after dark may be a necessity as we
strive to avoid the holiday traffic, but always
be aware of the risks night driving holds, and
don’t drive if you feel drowsy.
And finally, as our CHS BIM classes taught
us through their November driving safety
campaign, always, always, BUCKLE UP,
BUTTERCUP!
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A true passion
for dancing
By Corissa Lopez

Door decorating
contest winners
By Sabine Lazo

Notice anything different about our lovely
Caldwell High hallways?
Student Council recently hosted a holiday door-decorating
contest to encourage
widespread school
spirit and give students and staff a boost
in morale through finals week.
Judging was scheduled to be held on Monday, Dec. 17, with the
winning door receiveing an array of breakfast foods, courtesy of

Student Council.
Given free reign in
regards to theme, enrichment classes created everything from
a winter wonderland
to Rudolph’s stables.
The contest was
well received among
enrichment classes,
with nearly every door
donning a festive new
cover over the week.
Coach Weiss’ door
won the contest. Mrs.
Novosad’s door came
in second and Mr.
Drake and Mrs. Giese
placed third.

Mrs. Mantey first fell
in love with dancing
when she was eight
years old. She doesn’t
remember who introduced her to dancing, but she said, “I
watched an episode
of Full House and remember Stephanie
dancing.”
Little did she know
that influence would
be a start to her career.
When she was in
third-grade, she did
ballet, tap and jazz. As
she got older, she fell
in love with dancing
more and more.
Mrs. Mantey grew
up in Caldwell and attended school here. In
high school, she was
the captain of the Honeybees.

After high school, she
was still dancing in
College Station at an
Aggie Dance Studio.
She went to competition with the Honeybees and the dance
studio she was attending.
She started at
Caldwell High School
as a teacher. Three
years into teaching
U.S. history, she got
her first Dance One
class. She was also
doing Honeybees
along with U.S. history. Ever since then,
she has been teaching
Dance One, U.S history and Honeybees.
“I love teaching U.S.
history, but my true
passion is dancing,”
Mantey said.

Fiction: A fallout story -The story of Josh the robot

By Katie Castaneda
Hi! My name is Josh, and I’m a robot.
I woke up in a trash can and found myself in the wasteland.
I walked to a town and went inside and saw people staring at
me. The kids asked me to play with them. The mayor saw me
and welcomed me to the town.
I really felt welcomed, and it feels like home.
Then, nobody talked to me for three days.
A four-year-old sat down beside me and asked me where I came
from.
I didn’t respond.
He gave me some gum and we talked about life.
I’m glad to make a new friend.
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Honeybees host dance clinic

By Jackie Calzada

On Sunday, Dec. 9,
the Caldwell High
School Honeybees
hosted the Honeybee
Dance Clinic at the
high school.
Many girls participated in this great
event.
A few dance class
members participated, too.
For this event, the
girls paid $40 to register, and with the
price they received
a Honeybee Dance
PARTICIPANTS AT THE HONEYBEE Dance Clinic made Clinic T-shirt.
crafts, learned dance routines and performed for their parents
All who participated
during the event at the high school on Dec. 9.
learned a dance routine and later divided
into separate groups
to learn another routine.
Later, they perStudent Editor:
Reporters:
formed in the
Sabine Lazo
Jackie Calzada
Caldwell High School
Katie Castaneda
Asst. Student Editor:
Gym for parents.
Morgan
Fisher
Caroline Supak
They also did crafts,
Corissa Lopez
had snacks and other
Journalism Sponsor:
Jeffrey Rutherford
fun activities.
Denise Hornaday
Alexis Zalobny
It was an amazing
event.

Journalism Staff:
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THE LADY HORNETS FINISHED THIRD in the girls bracket of the Dime Box Basketball Tournament earlier this month.

HORNET BASKETBALL
12/21 @ Hempstead - F(3:00), JV(4:00), V(5:30)
12/27-29 @ Madisonville Tournament
12/31 vs. Madisonville - JV(1:00), V(2:30)
1/4 vs. Taylor - F(4:00), JV(5:00), V(6:30)
1/7 @ Flatonia - JV(4:30), V(5:30)
1/11 @ Smithville - F(5:00), JV(6:00), V(7:30)
1/15 @ La Grange - F(5:00), JV(6:00), V(7:30)
1/18 vs. Bellville - F(5:00), JV(6:00), V(7:30)
1/22 @ Navasota - F(5:00), JV(6:00), V(7:30)
1/25 vs. Giddings - F(5:00), JV(6:00), V(7:30)
1/29 vs. Smithville - F(5:00), JV(6:00), V(7:30)
2/1 vs. La Grange - F(5:00), JV(6:00), V(7:30)
2/5 @ Bellville - F(5:00), JV(6:00), V(7;30)

LADY HORNET BASKETBALL
12/18 @ Snook - V(5:00)
12/21 @ Hempstead
12/27-28 - @ Thorndale Tournament
1/4 vs. Navasota - JV(5:00), V(6:15)
1/8 @ Giddings - JV(5:00), V(6:15)
1/11 @ Smithville - JV(5:00), V(6:15)
1/15 @ La Grange - JV(5:00), V(6:15)
1/18 vs. Bellville - JV(5:00), V(6:15)
1/22 @ Navasota - JV(5:00), V(6:15)
1/25 vs. Giddings - JV(5:00), V(6:15)
1/29 vs. Smithville - JV(5:00), V(6:15)
2/1 vs. La Grange - JV(5:00), V(6:15)

NO
PHONE
Zone

As a reminder...
CELL PHONES,
head phones,
Smart Watches or
any telecommunication devices are
NOT ALLOWED
out in class, during passing periods or during your
lunch. The only
time cell phones
are allowed to be
out is during a
BYOD lesson.
If a teacher sees/
hears your phone,
it will be taken
up and it will cost
you $15.00 to get it
back.
Anything past
the fourth time is
$25.00.
Your parent
MUST come pick it
up EVERY TIME NO EXCEPTIONS!

