EQUITY, EXCELLENCE & INNOVATION

School Design
Increasing Rigor, Creating Relevance, Building Relationships,
and Engaging Community
Nānākuli Elementary School ensures the entire school community
understands that Learning Happens Everywhere. We are a strengthsbased school where students are provided rich learning experiences in
and out of the classroom, and where teachers and staff are afforded
opportunities to continue their own learning through focused
professional development. We leverage our strengths to learn from one
another and to support one another’s growth and development. Learning
continues also for our parents and community through interactive and
engaging workshops and activities.

Core Values & Mindset
Nānākuli Elementary School is committed to equitable access to quality
education for all students. Learning is focused on the individual growth
of each student through data monitoring. Aligning to the Vision,
Mission, and Core Beliefs of the school, a book of the year is selected by
Principal Higa. School culture is reflective of the community and can be
seen each morning as the students lead the school ʻoli. Our school
continues to seek ways to keep our Vision and Mission at the core of
what we do and involves all stakeholders in a collaborative process.

Vision:
ʻO ke kahua ma mua ma hope ke kūkulu
Build Upon a Strong Foundation

Mission:
At Nānākuli Elementary School, we are
committed to prepare each student to
• Think Critically
• Problem Solve, and
• Demonstrate Civic Responsibility

Core Beliefs:
We believe…
… everyone can work toward their potential
with a safe and supportive environment.
… positive relationships within our school
community are at the heart of good
instruction.
… collaboration and dedication provide a
foundation for student success.
… all learners deserve the opportunity to
realize their potential.
… Aloha, love, and dedication are the core
of everything we do as a school ʻohana.
… in educating the whole child to prepare
them to be global citizens.

Curriculum & Learning
Our programs provide a multitude of curriculum resources and
instructional strategies allowing students to receive differentiated
support and interventions. Partnerships with organizations such as
Artists in the School and ʻŌlelo provide students real life experiences.
For example, our digital media students produce Public Service
Announcement videos for the annual Waiʻanae Film Festival. Our
school continues to strive towards a framework that is defined by
standards and a school design model that emphasizes student voice.
To find out more, visit the Nānākuli Elementary School website at https://nes.nwcomplex.org/
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Student Learning Product & Voice
Nānākuli Elementary School provides various ways for students
to showcase their learning through opportunities such as
Dimension U, Robotics, Solar Sprint, and ʻŌlelo. In our
Nānākuli Complex, we have aligned our focus and initiatives to
ensure a seamless continuum throughout all grade levels
leading up to high school graduation and beyond. Learning
experiences at our school are tailored to student interests and
needs. Teachers and staff are beginning to provide students
more opportunities for personalized learning through P-Based
learning (Project, Place, and Problem).

“Teachers care about the students, and
we learn in a fun way about things we
can use in the real world.”
-Ciarah Tadiarca-Warner, Grade 6 Student

Top: NES students working on their robot at Robofest
Bottom: Preschool students sharing their STEAM project with Principal Higa

We are striving to provide more opportunities for students to
take on leadership roles at school. Principal Higa has taken the
staff through a process to gather ideas on how our school can
implement more student leadership experiences.

Infrastructure
Nānākuli Elementary School has a solid multi-tiered system of
support including a process to identify student needs, provide
timely support, and track student data. Professional
development offerings are aligned to our school’s Academic
Plan and support teachers and staff in their ongoing learning
and to improve their practice. Our school continues to provide
a dynamic learning environment which cultivates 21st century
learning skills.

Principal Statement
There is so much to be proud of as principal of Nānākuli
Elementary School. While we continue to provide high quality
learning opportunities to our students, we recognize both our
strengths and areas of improvement. Our focus remains on
student success and building and sustaining lasting relationships
for our students and families.
We are Nānākuli Elementary School, one ʻohana full of Aloha,
Resilience, Culture and Compassion!

2

Top: Teachers participate in focused Professional Development
Bottom: Representative Stacelynn Eli, Principal Higa, and ʻŌlelo
Digital Media students at 2019 Hawaii State Legislative Opening Day

