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DAVID ADLESH, CLASS OF 1962 (1943-2016)
A native of Long Beach, California, David Adlesh grew up in
a sports-minded family and developed an early love for
athletics. Dave’s father was one of the original founders of
the Long Beach Pony League, and Dave developed a love
for baseball through this connection. He also excelled at
football and tasted early success when his team won the
Catholic Youth Organization football championship as a 7th
grader at St. Anthony Elementary School.
Dave went on to play both baseball and football at St.
Anthony High School where he was a stand-out, earning
All-CIF honors in both sports in his junior and senior years.
As quarterback for SAHS in his sophomore, junior and
senior years, the Saints’ football team experienced great
success. In 1960, the Saints were Co-League Champions
of the Catholic League and Dave was named to All-CIF
Third Team. In 1961, he was awarded All-City First Team
and All-Catholic League First Team honors on both offense
and defense. Dave received the prestigious Helms Award
as well, recognized for accomplishments in both football
and baseball.
As Dave progressed through St. Anthony High School, he
was scouted vigorously and offered numerous scholarships
to play football and baseball at the college level. Recruited
by the University of Southern California, Arizona State, the
University of Notre Dame and the Air Force Academy,
among others, Dave ultimately decided to pursue a career
in baseball immediately following his graduation.
In 1962, just months after graduating from St. Anthony,
Dave signed as a catcher with the Houston Colt 45’s, landing the largest signing bonus anyone had received at the
time. Back then, a player was free to sign with any team
and, for Dave, that team was Houston, where the young
catcher made his Major League debut in 1963.
Mid-way through his career with the Houston Colt 45’s (rebranded as the Houston Astros), Dave was drafted into the
Army Reserve and served two years. After completing his
time in the military, he returned to play baseball with the
Astros. In June, 1967, as catcher, Dave was part of team
history when his pitcher, Don Wilson, threw the first no-hitter in franchise history against the Atlanta Braves in the
Astros’ new home stadium, the “The Astrodome.”
After six seasons with the Astros, Dave was traded to the
St. Louis Cardinals in 1968. The following year, the catcher
was traded again to the Atlanta Braves. He also played with
the California Angels in Anaheim and the Chicago White
Sox before retiring in 1971.
Maintaining family connections and his Long Beach roots
throughout his career, Dave and his brother Francis (Frank)
owned a successful rock-and-roll nightclub in Long Beach
called “The Limit”. He also worked at Hollywood Park,
Santa Anita and Del Mar Race Tracks for 17 years as a
press box manager. Following that, Dave and his son
Darren founded a construction company, working together
to complete hundreds of remodeling projects. This work
was one of his greatest satisfactions.
Dave Adlesh is remembered for his dry sense of humor,
uncanny timing, funny sayings and love of family. He was
a resilient, courageous fighter who never gave up, ultimately meeting his match in his final battle with cancer.
Davie passed away in February, 2016, and is survived by
his wife Betty Ann, brothers Francis and Ray, children
Darren, Steve and Cindy Ann, and eight grandchildren.

