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A message from our Principal: Happy May! The month of May is always one of my favorite
months. The colors of the plants and flowers let us know that a beautiful summer will soon be
here! May is also our SBAC, state testing month. Plan on our testing to begin for some the week
of May 14th. We should finish by June 1st, with the exceptions of make-up testing. Please lend a hand
in your child’s success with some test preparation. Have your child(ren) spend some of their free
time, daily, practicing their math facts, reviewing math fact families, and on reading. A fun game that
can be played anywhere is the math dice game. Simply roll the dice, add the numbers, multiple the
numbers, and subtract the smaller number from the larger number. Our children love
competition! For reading ask your child to share with you some details from what they read. Ask
your child the “what” and “How” questions to get a sense of their deeper understanding from the
reading. Up Coming Events: -- School Site Council Elections, Movie night on Friday the 4th, Saturday
the 5th is our ABCUSD Fun Run. They changed the race course this year so sign up as a Snow
Leopard and join us! --The 11th is our Muffins with Moms. --Final Coffee with the Principal for this
year will be on the 25th. --Our monthly award ceremony is on Tuesday the 29th. --Wednesday the
30th is Family Night at Islands! More information will be coming out on these topics so keep those
calendars handy. The parking lot and school safety is coming along nicely isn’t it? Thank you to all
who participated and volunteered personal time to help out making our school safer. Please
remember to thank those volunteers for helping our children be safe. Have a happy and colorful May!
Magnet Coordinator:
For the month of May, the IB Learner Profile is Knowledgeable and
the Attitude is Confidence. Knowledgeable students explore concepts, ideas, and issues that have
local and global significance. By having our students share their knowledge, we build their
confidence on a daily basis. During our up-coming weeks of testing, it is important that we help build
confidence and self-assurance in our students. Helping our students prepare, it will increase both
knowledge and confidence in all of them.
Library: Things are moving along nice and steady as we start heading for the home stretch. Our
next Library Committee will be Wednesday May 9th at 1:00 in our school library. I look forward to
seeing you with new ideas that we can start shaping or working towards for the upcoming year. Our
Reading Olympic Team did an outstanding job in placing fourth out of eighteen schools. They did a
great job and worked really hard all year. Also, a gracious thank you to Mrs. Lim who came and
served as our assistant coach to the team. We are still accepting any donations particularly, “Star
Wars, Diary of a Wimpy Kid, Dork Diaries and Mine Craft.” Please enclose a note to let us know that
you are donating these books to our school! Thank you in advance.
Computer Lab: In May, third through sixth graders are taking the CAASPP Test. Students will
practice test taking skills in the lab. Sixth graders will research about ‘Global Warming’. 5th graders
will be working on State Report. The first graders’ unit is How We Express Ourselves. They will write
few sentences about describing their feelings and they will work on the Art & Music in
’STARFALL’. Second graders are also working on the same unit. They will draw on the computer
using the program in ‘ABCya’ and they will do activities from Getty’s Museum in ‘interactive learning’.

Third graders will research on the people who were a risk taker and made impact changes in
society. Also all students are continuously practicing typing in various programs and the websites.
Spanish: Kindergarteners are learning about the characteristics of the Living Things and No Living
Things in Spanish (Seres Vivos y Seres Inertes). First graders are still learning about animals and
parts of the plants as well as names of animals in Spanish. Second graders are studying the Spanish
words for producers and consumers and working on recognizing how different products get to the
store. Also, they will be listening a book by Gail gibbons "The Milk Makers" and the songs "La vaca
Lechera" and "La Gallina Turuleca". Third Graders will be learning the biography of famous Spanish
or Latino astronauts: Ellen Ochoa and Carlos l.Norienga. Also, they will sing "El Canto Amigo" by
Roberto Carlos. Fourth Graders are learning the Spanish names related to the "Gold Rush" La Fiebre
del Oro" as part of the California's History. Fifth Graders will be learning Spanish words related to the
American Government and the way the Government system works in our Democratic Society. Sixth
graders will be learning the Spanish words related to global warming and how to take care of our
planet.
Kindergarten: During the month of May, Kindergarten will continue the IB unit, “Sharing the
Planet.” Please be sure to discuss plants and animals with your child. In language arts, be sure to
prepare your child for first grade by helping them reach sight word list 10. To help strengthen your
child’s reading/writing skills, we will continue counting syllables in words and identify long and short
vowels. In class, students will be asked to include adjectives in their writing and details in their
illustrations. In math, we will be composing and decomposing numbers 4-19. Keep practicing the
addition/subtraction math facts #1-5. We will also be reviewing measurement and discussing length,
height, and capacity.
First Grade: First graders are blooming with spring! We continue exploring our PYP unit: Where We
Are in Place and Time. This unit focuses on how things have changed over time. We will look at how
schools, communities, and transportation have changed. In science, we will learn about the three
states of matter: solids, liquids, and gases. We will celebrate Cinco de Mayo and learn about
Children’s Day which is celebrated by the Japanese culture. In language arts, we continue to work on
our writing skills to construct clear paragraphs with good sentences containing details. In math,
students will continue learning about geometry. This includes plane shapes and solid figures. May
will be a very busy month for first graders!
Second Grade: Hello from 2nd Grade! We are busy starting our very own bracelet business. Our
current IB Unit is "How We Organize Ourselves" with the focus on how things are made and get to
our homes. For this unit, each student will research charities to donate to and vote by writing an
opinion essay on which is their favorite charity. The proceeds from our bracelet business will be
donated to the charity. In Math, we are wrapping up a years’ worth of learning. Students will be
focusing on telling time. Thank you to all the families that attended Open House. We appreciate your
support throughout this school year!
Third Grade: “Hola“ from third grade. For the month of May, we will be focusing on our Smarter
Balanced Assessment preparation. Especially during our testing window, please make sure your child
eats breakfast and is fully rested. We will also be studying people who have contributed to society in
impactful ways as part of our last unit titled, "Where We Are in Place and Time/Amazing People." We
will be practicing the profile, “Knowledgeable” by exploring new concepts and ideas that have a global
magnitude. For mathematics, we will review third grade concepts taught throughout the school year.
Please continue to help your child by urging them to study their multiplication facts nightly and check
agendas.
Fourth Grade: In May, the fourth graders will learn about customary and metric units and
conversions, as well as geometry. They will begin their last IB unit, “Sharing the Planet”, which will

incorporate physical science with a focus on electricity and magnetism. They will continue studying
about California history from 1850 to the present, including our state’s government. Toward the end
of the month, we will take our long anticipated overnight field trip to the Ocean Institute and Lazy W
Ranch.
Fifth Grade: During the month of May, fifth graders will begin a new unit of study called “Forming a
New Nation.” We will be examining our country’s governing system and how it compares to other
countries. In math, our new unit will be learning of the two systems of measurement: US Customary
System and the Metric System. Main concepts will be learning measurement and converting
between the two systems in length, weight, volume, and time and solving word problems. As we
approach the testing window, we encourage you to help your child practice SBAC practice questions.
You can login in at and have your child take a practice test on this site.
Sixth Grade: 6th Graders are beginning the school year with the IB Unit “Sharing the Planet” The
Central Idea for this unit is “The impact and consequences of human intervention on the planet.”
 In Science, students will be learning about the Ecology
 In Math students are concentrating on Statistics, Describing Shapes of a line plot, histograms,
measures of variability, Box plots, analyze data
 In Social Studies we are learning Ancient Egypt
 In our Language Arts: We’ve been focusing on “Realistic Fiction”, Expository Text, Narrative
Nonfiction, Historical Fiction, and Realistic Fiction, Grammar: main verb, question marks &
dialogue, Grammar: Contractions with helping and Irregular verbs, Special Spellings
 Grammar is a daily focus in our learning to become better readers and writers.
 Technology is used for Google classroom, Swun Math, and Pearson Realize for the main
subject areas.
PTA News: Happy Summer Snow Leopards! Please help us celebrate our wonderful teachers April
30th - May 4th. You should have received a list of your teacher’s favorite things. Please ask your
student. May 4th 830am is our second to last board meeting. Please join us to hear about what we
have planned for the last month of school. May 4th is our STAR WARS night. Come dressed in your
Star Wars costume or attire to receive a raffle ticket (one raffle ticket per family) We will have a
concession stand for your convenience. CASH ONLY PLEASE! May 5th is our DISTRICTS ABC
SUMMER FUN RUN. Let’s get together and run/walk this super fun event. May 11th is Muffins with
Moms. We are asking for Dads, Uncles, Brothers, Grandpa’s to come and help serve our wonderful
mommies. This event is 730-810am. Hope to see you there. May 29th the imagination machine will
be coming to our school and putting on a play for our students. The play is based on stories our
students have written. Please join us for that assembly it should be fun to watch the children’s work
come alive. Let’s bring in the summer with a Hawaiian escape at Islands on May 30th time is TBD,
but keep your eyes open for that flyer coming home.
Remind: @stowerspta
Website: http://stowerspta.weebly.com/

