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Hillside School educators realize the
necessity of not only teaching academics
in school, but of teaching the whole child.
That includes addressing children’s social,
emotional, and physical well-being. It is difficult, sometimes even impossible to
learn, when children experience hunger, trauma, have health or behavioral
issues, and/or need help to improve
socialization skills.

A number of programs are in place at
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Through
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“Check
In,
Check
Out”
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identify
students
who
need
extra
help
throughout the
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After school clubs give students additional
opportunities for learning and growth.
day.
About
10% of Hillside School students in grades
K-8 are paired with teacher mentors, whom
they see every morning and afternoon. The
mentors help the students get organized,
deal with their emotions, be aware of their
school performance, and give them targeted ways to make improvements. Parents
receive a daily score that tells how their child
is progressing. This comprehensive program
is in its second year.
To make sure no student goes hungry, all
Hillside students receive a daily breakfast
and freshly prepared lunch, both at no cost.
Students enjoy a healthy breakfast (cereal,
juice, fruit) every Monday through Thursday
and a hot breakfast on Friday. There is
even a new salad bar, and often, delicious
smoothies!
The school also helps families in need with
dental and medical services, including
school physicals, vaccinations, and teeth
cleaning, at low- or no-cost, provided by
Loyola Medical and Miles of Smiles. A form
Continues on page 4
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Students are Essay Winners
Each January, the Hillside Human Relations Commission and the Village of
Hillside sponsor an annual breakfast, community award, and essay contest to
honor Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The “Dream Award” recognizes an individual
in the community who has had a strong
impact within the schools. The essay
contest is open to students within the
Village of Hillside. Each year, a theme that
is relevant to the life and teachings of
Dr. King is selected for the essay contest.
This year’s theme was, “Keep Moving
Forward.” The essays had to address
“current social events or actions that interfere with access toward equal opportunities for jobs, education, or justice,” issues
that were important to the activism of
Dr. King. This is the eighteenth year that
the Village has held a breakfast to honor
Dr. King.

Martin Luther King, Jr, essay winners (left to rght)
Destinee Bates, Trevian Sanders, Jason Rogers, and
Alex Castillo.

Four Hillside School students were chosen as the winners of the essay contest.
Congratulations to: Alex Castillo, first
grade; Destinee Bates, second grade;
Jason Rogers, eighth grade; and Trevian
Sanders, second grade.

The students were recognized for their work at the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
breakfast on January 21 at the Best Western Hotel in Hillside.

On Saturday, December
8, students and parents
welcomed the holidays
with the annual Breakfast With Santa! Everyone enjoyed a hearty
breakfast of pancakes,
eggs, and hash brown
potatoes. Hillside police
and Hillside firefighters were hard-working
volunteers who served
breakfast to the families and even helped
Santa, who rode to the
event in a Hillside Fire
Department fire truck!

Annual Update
to the Strategic
Plan
Hillside School District 93 began implementing a Strategic Plan during the
2016-17 school year. This plan is the
foundation for the district’s initiatives
and includes action plans for five years.
The plan encompasses five Focus
Areas: Finance, Facilities, Instruction and
Programming, and Human Resources.
Each of these focus areas contains goals
and action items. The Strategic Plan
includes targets to help monitor progress
and ensure the district is working toward
achieving the goals. Quarterly progress
reports are available on the district’s
website, www.hillside93.org, by scrolliing to the “district” tab and clicking on
the “Strategic Planning” link.
Hillside School educators, board
members, and community stakeholders
review the Strategic Plan at an annual
Strategic Planning meeting to determine
the progress that is being made toward
these goals. This year’s Strategic Plan
meeting will take place at Hillside School
on Saturday, March 2, from 9:00 to
11:00 am. The Hillside School administrative team and Board of Education members will present updates on the goals’
progress, and participants will meet in
small groups to engage in discussions.
Dr. Kevin L. Suchinski, superintendent,
stated, “Strategic long-range planning
is a process that brings the stakeholders of the school district together to plan
and provide continuous improvement for
many years. This process is an extremely
important tool in guiding our planning
initiatives to ensure we continue to
effectively support our students, families,
and staff members.”

Visit our newly designed website for current Hillside
School information: www.hillside93.org. You can
also follow us on Twitter @Hillside93 and “like” us
on Facebook at Hillside School District 93.
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Hillside District 93
Students Selected
to Perform in
Music Festival
Two eighth-grade students from
Hillside School were selected to
play in the prestigious Illinois Music
Education Association’s (ILMEA)
annual District 1 Junior Music
Festival. This honor allowed the
students to perform for the public
with students from over 60 schools
at Lincoln-Way Central High School
in New Lenox on November 3.

Eighth grade students Aria Jenkins and Javier
Rodriguez were selected to perform in the
District 1 Junior Music Festival.

Each student had to audition for the
Junior Music Festival by performing
two very challenging selections of
music, as well as performing scales.
The competition was stiff, and
judges chose only the most accomplished students from each school.
The judges selected soprano Aria
Jenkins for the District Choir, and
Javier Rodriguez to play clarinet in
the District Band.
The two students performed with
about 150 additional students in
their respective ensembles.
The Illinois Music Education
Association exists to advocate for
universal access to comprehensive
music education; deliver exemplary
professional development for educators; and provide outstanding
musical experiences for all Illinois
learners facilitated by licensed
music educators. It is an affiliate of
the National Association for Music
Education.
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Club Lead Builds Leaders
Club Lead stands for Leading through Education, Awareness, and Diversity. There are
currently 11 very active members in grades six through eight. Club Lead members
embrace diversity by learning and understanding what cultural diversity, tolerance, and
acceptance mean, and bringing awareness to students throughout the school with
announcements, visual displays, by speaking to younger students, and organizing and
implementing special school celebrations.
Club Lead members are creative, kindhearted, and committed to learning and
building connections. The club’s sponsor
is Kenya Dockens, a Hillside School
social worker.
Club Lead members are having a very
busy year! In September, they organized a
celebratory lunch in the school cafeteria to
commemorate Hispanic Heritage Month.
In October, Club Lead members read
books and held discussions with younger
students during Bullying Prevention Month.
In November, Club Lead members learned
about and celebrated Native American
Heritage Month. Some of Club Lead’s
upcoming projects include a Black Heritage
Month Celebration, the Kindness Project,
and a Diversity Assembly.

Club Lead members hosted a luncheon to celebrate Hispanic
Heritage Month.

Kindergarten Info Night
Parents, if you have a child who will attend kindergarten at Hillside School in
the fall, be sure to save this date: Monday, April 22, 6:00 to 7:00 pm. Come to
the school for Kindergarten Info Night to learn how to prepare children for the
big transition to kindergarten, learn about their school day, meet the teachers,
and ask any questions you may have. Bring proof of residency if you wish to
register your child that day. Tours of the school will be given, and refreshments
will be served. If you know of any new residents with young children who will
soon begin attending Hillside School kindergarten, be sure to tell them about
this helpful and informative event!

On the evening of October 25,
students and their families attended STEAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts, and Math) Night
at Hillside School. They engaged in
a variety of fun and educational
hands-on experiments targeted to
different ages.
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to apply for these services is sent home with students and is also available on the district website and through the principal’s
school newsletter. The annual teeth cleaning will take place on April 30.
Students in grades five through eight are screened by Alyssa’s Mission, a nonprofit for suicide and depression awareness. If warning signs of either are present,
Alyssa’s Mission determines if the student would benefit from additional support and helps connect identified students and their families with the appropriate
resources, such as a school social worker or outside therapist. Outside resources
include River Edge Hospital, Presence Health, and the Proviso Township Mental
Health Commission.
All of the ways that Hillside School addresses students’ social/emotional wellbeing creates a Trauma Sensitive school, one that recognizes that trauma can
impact learning, behavior, and relationships at school. Trauma-sensitive schools
help traumatized children meet with success by providing a safe and supportive
school environment.
Additionally, after school programs help keep students motivated and learning.
Chorus and band begin in third grade. Athletics are available in grades five through
eight. A number of clubs give students many creative opportunities for learning
and growth, including academic help for students in grades four through eight.
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