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Bill Dahlgren, Chief Elder, Christ Lutheran Church
Simon received no more than four
mentions in the Bible, but the mystery
of the identity of this apostle deepened
with his epithet or nickname: the Zealot.
In some versions of the Bible, Matthew
10:4 and Mark 3:18 (NRSV) both
mentioned him as “the Cananaean,”
while Luke tagged him as “the Zealot”
(the Book of John totally left him out).
The word “zealot” came from
the Greek word zelotes and according to
the historian Josephus, it also translates
to the word qanna’ in Hebrew
and qan’ana in Aramaic. Why he was
nicknamed as “the Zealot” is still being
debated. Biblical scholars never really reached an agreement about this.
Perhaps he was involved at some point in his life with the Zealots, a group of
nationalistic Jews (sometimes bordered on fanatical) who actively sought
independence from Roman rule. They—along with the Pharisees, Sadducees,
and Idumeans—actively participated in the Roman-Jewish War of the 1st
century. It was unclear whether Simon participated as a fighter for them or
that he was simply a religious enthusiast.
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Simon’s strength was his inspirational loyalty. When the apostles found a man
or woman who floundered in indecision about entering the kingdom, they
would send for Simon. It usually required only about fifteen minutes for this
enthusiastic advocate of salvation through faith in God to settle all doubts
and remove all indecision, to see a new soul born into the “liberty of faith and
the joy of salvation.”
Simon’s great weakness was his material-mindedness. He could not quickly
change himself from a Jewish nationalist to a spiritually minded
internationalist. Four years was too short a time in which to make such
an intellectual and emotional transformation, but Jesus was always patient
with him.
The one thing about Jesus which Simon so much admired was the Master’s
calmness, his assurance, poise, and inexplicable composure.
(continued on next page)
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Although Simon was a rabid revolutionist, a fearless
firebrand of agitation, he gradually subdued his fiery nature
until he became a powerful and effective preacher of
“Peace on earth and good will among men.” Simon was a
great debater; he did like to argue. And when it came to
dealing with the legalistic minds of the educated Jews or the
intellectual quibbling of the Greeks, the task was always
assigned to Simon.
He was a rebel by nature and an iconoclast by training, but
Jesus won him for the higher concepts of the kingdom of
heaven. He had always identified himself with the party of
protest, but he now joined the party of progress, unlimited
and eternal progression of spirit and truth. Simon was a
man of intense loyalties and warm personal devotions, and
he did profoundly love Jesus.
Jesus was not afraid to identify himself with business men,
laboring men, optimists, pessimists, philosophers,
skeptics, publicans, politicians, and patriots.
The Master had many talks with Simon, but he never fully
succeeded in making an internationalist out of this ardent
Jewish nationalist. Jesus often told Simon that it was proper
to want to see the social, economic, and political orders
improved, but he would always add: “That is not the
business of the kingdom of heaven. We must be dedicated
to the doing of the Father's will. Our business is to be
ambassadors of a spiritual government on high, and we
must not immediately concern ourselves with aught but the
representation of the will and character of the divine Father
who stands at the head of the government whose
credentials we bear.” It was all difficult for Simon to
comprehend, but gradually he began to grasp something of
the meaning of the Master’s teaching.
After the dispersion because of the Jerusalem persecutions,
Simon went into temporary retirement. He was literally
crushed. As a nationalist patriot he had surrendered in
deference to Jesus’ teachings; now all was lost. He was in
despair, but in a few years he rallied his hopes and went
forth to proclaim the gospel of the kingdom.
According to tradition, Simon the Zealot traveled to Egypt
and evangelized to the inhabitants of an unknown region of
the Roman province. He later accompanied the Apostle
Jude to Persia where he died and became a martyr.

From The President
This month of October this year marks the second year which
Christ Lutheran Church and School has been without a
Minister. As a temporary measure I have accepted the
management of the church business on a daily basis. It has
been both a rewarding and humbling experience.
We have nearly forty permanent and temporary employees,
approximately two hundred ant fifty children in our school,
a budget of approximately two million dollars, commitments
to attend both a meetings of local church representatives as
well as membership circuit and attending both the District and
National meetings of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.
Our daily business and obligations have us responsible for
good personnel and financial management as well as all the
obligations we have as running a small business in our city,
county and state. This could not be accomplished without the
exceptional contributions by both members of our church, our
employees and the school Parent Teacher League.
We have been blessed by the presence of exceptional pastors
who serve us as our Vacancy Pastors and Bible Study teachers
in addition to the their full time job as professors at Concordia
University, Irvine. Without their participation our church
would be experiencing a very difficult problem.
The personal contributions of the members of our
congregation is the foundation to our spiritually, and solvency.
We need to provide higher visibility and acknowledgement to
those who carry out the volunteer activities that keep the
church a viable organization. It is especially rewarding that a
cadre of younger members are both joining the congregation
and accepting positions of responsibility
I especially wish to commend the Altar Guild, Elders, and staff
who contribute so much to insuring that our worship services
reflect our commitment to God and our mission to bring Jesus
into our lives.
God has enriched my life with a better understanding of His
church, a circle of compassionate and spiritual friends. I look
forward to the day when it will be possible to share some of
this responsibility with a new pastor.
I thank you for all your effort, your friendship and sharing
your love of our Savior Jesus Christ with me.
John W. Jaacks
President
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First Grade
“Books on Parade”
Mrs. Turnbull and her students dressed up as
their favorite book characters and went on
“parade” throughout the campus showing-off
their creative costumes. Great job 1st grade!

Monthy Chapel Awards
Kindness
Each month we recognize one student from each
grade who shows godly character. Throughout
the year we will look at several attributes and
teachers will choose a student who represents that
Christ-like character well and they will be awarded
in the upcoming chapel service. This month was
“Kindness.” Next month will be “Honorable.”
Congratulations to these kind children!
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Fellowship Update

October was a jammed packed fun month for
fellowship! At the beginning of the month,
we welcomed our two newest congregation
members, Charlene Soon and Renee Barrientos.
As always, we had a warm welcome for
them during the Fellowship hour with cake
and praises.

November 1st
Norma Howard
November 16th
Artie Hurd
November 18th
Sophia Kringel
November 28th
Diane Connell

In the middle of the month, we celebrated one
of our original charter member’s birthday, Wil
Drehsen. At 102 years old Wil has been with the
congregation over 95 years, which is truly
beyond remarkable. During the Fellowship hour,
we had the honor in celebrating this esteemed
centenarian of our congregation by thanking him
for his decades as a devoted servant to our Lord
and church. Wil rarely misses a Sunday Service
and is a role model to us all.
At the end of the month, we had our biggest
community outreach event, Trunk or Treat.
We open our school and church to our
community and invite them in to Trick or Treat
from the trunks of our cars in hopes of sharing
the Word of Lord. Every year, this event is more
than we hope for and keeps us looking forward
to the next year.
Wishing everyone a memorable November and I
hope to see you around the coffee and donuts!

Annette Balog

annettembalog@sbcglobal.net
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Meet Our Two Newest Church Members
Renee Barrientos
Renee was born in Torrance and raised in San Pedro. She was educated in San Pedro schools and graduated
from San Pedro High School. Renee has been the bookkeeper at Christ Lutheran Church and School for the
past 16½ years. Prior to coming to CLCS, she worked at Wells Fargo Bank where our Office Manager,
Philomena Howard, was a customer. Philomena was impressed with Renee at the bank and invited her for
an interview. And the rest, they say, is history!
Renee and her husband Jose have three children. Rosalie and Jonathan are both graduates of Christ Lutheran
School and Joseph is a CLS 8th grader. You will also see him serving as an acolyte on Sunday mornings.
In her spare time, Renee loves to hike (she is proud of her longest hike, 14 miles!) and read.

Charlene Soon
Charlene was born in Lynwood and attended Trinity Lutheran School, Whittier, and Whittier Christian High
School. She graduated from the School of Education at the University of Southern California with a
Bachelor of Science degree. From the early 1980s until the present, Charlene has served as an elementary and
middle school teacher for several Southern California Lutheran Schools. She is currently the CLS
kindergarten teacher. Charlene has also served the Pacific Southwest District as a National Lutheran School
Accreditation Commissioner.
Charlene has three sons: Phillip, Samuel, and Seth, all of whom are Zion Lutheran School, Fallbrook, alumni.
She has recently been blessed with her first two grandchildren: Emma on July 16 (parents Phillip and Mai
Soon) and Harper on July 20 (parents Samuel and Hana). Charlene plays several instruments and also enjoys
composing music and lyrics, writing poetry, reading, crafts, studying history, and traveling.
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Church Calendar
Sunday November 04, 2018
9:00 A.M.

10:15 A.M.
10:30 A.M.

Worship—The 24th Sunday after Pentecost
Guest Pastor: The Rev. Dr. Michael Eschelbach, CUI
Guest Choir: Concordia University Men’s Chorus
Fellowship Time
Bible Study/Sunday School

SaturdayNovember 10, 2018
11:00 A.M.
12:00 P.M.

Memorial Service for Les Duffer
Guest Pastor: Mr. Dennis Jacobson, Deacon
Reception in Gymnasium

Sunday November 11, 2018
9:00 A.M.
10:15 A.M.
10:30 A.M.

Worship—The 25th Sunday after Pentecost
Guest Pastor: The Rev. Dr. Michael Eschelbach, CUI
Fellowship Time
Bible Study/Sunday School

Monday November 12, 2018
Office and Campus Closed
in honor of Veterans’ Day

Sunday November 18, 2018
9:00 A.M.
10:15 A.M.
10:30 A.M.

Worship—The 26th Sunday after Pentecost
Guest Pastor: The Rev. Dr. Michael Eschelbach, CUI
Fellowship Time
Bible Study/Sunday School

Monday November 19-23, 2018
Thanksgiving Vacation - Office Hours TBA

Sunday November 25, 2018
9:00 A.M.
10:15 A.M.
10:30 A.M.

Worship—The Last Sunday of Church Year
Guest Pastor: The Rev. Dr. Glenn Fluegge, CUI
Fellowship Time
Bible Study/Sunday School
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL
28850 S. Western Avenue
Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275
1.310.831.0848
www.christrpv.com
office@clschool.org
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Sunday Worship: 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study: 10:30 a.m.

