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West High Vision Statement:

We are a growth oriented
culture where staff members

Responsibility

have high expectations for
ALL students and work
collaboratively to focus on
student learning, critical

Integrity

thinking and problem-solving
to ensure college/career
readiness.

Determination
West High Mission
Statement:
Believe, Achieve, Succeed

Empathy
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A-G Requirements
The University of California and the California State University systems have
laid out a plan for the courses a student needs to take for acceptance into
those university systems. This includes:
Letter

Subject Area

Years Required

A

History/Social Science

2 Years

B

English

4 Years

C

Mathematics

3 Years
(4 Recommended)

D

Laboratory Science

2 Years
(3 Recommended)

E

Language Other Than English

2 Years
(3 Recommended)

F

Visual and Performing Arts

1 Year

G

College Preparatory Elective

1 Year
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West High’s CTE & Career
Pathways
a.
b.

Digital Photography- Photo 1, Photo 2, Photo 3*
Video Production- Video 1, advanced video

c.

Business Management- Intro. To Business, Virtual Business

d.

Agricultural Floral- Floral Design 1, Floral Design 2

e.

Agricultural Science- Ag Food & Natural Resources, Ag Biology

f. Engineering Technology (PLTW)- Principles of Engineering,
Digital Electronics
g. Renewable Energy- Energy Biology, Physics of Alt. Energy, AP
Environmental Science*
h.

AVID- 1, 2, 3, 4

i. Bank and Financing- on campus bank course, additional
internship opportunities
j. Bakersfield College Concurrent Program- see Google
classroom for course opportunities
k. Education Pathway- Student tutor, additional internship
opportunity at Elementary school
(* are optional courses)
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ROC Programs 2020-2021
3D Animation
Administrative Office Assistant
Aerospace (evenings only at NHS)
Ag/Diesel Mechanics
Auto Body/Fender
Auto Technology
Bookkeeping and Accounting
Business, Banking, and Finance
Careers in Education
Computer Networking
Computer Repair
Construction
Cosmetology
Culinary Arts
Dental Assistant
Early Childhood Education
Fashion Merchandising
Fire Technology
Introduction to Health Careers
Law Enforcement
Livestock Management
Logistics and Distribution
Medical Assistant
Metal Fabrication
Mobile App Development
Nursing Assistant
Pharmacy Technician
Precision Ag Mechanics
Retail Sales
Robotics Engineering
Small Business Entrepreneurship
Sports Medicine
Veterinary Technology
Video Game Design
Video Production
Welding and Metal Fabrication

updated Feb 2020
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Course Descriptions
Course Title Codes
AP

Advanced Placement

CP

College Prep

GATE

Gifted and Talented Education

H

Honors

English
English 9 CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: B
Prerequisite: Must score at least a 5.0
on the IRL of the STAR exam, as well
as, proficient on their initial essay.
The skills-oriented, standards-based
course includes instruction in critical
thinking skills, literary analysis of fiction
and nonfiction prose, poetry and drama,
reading development, writing
development, oral and written language
conventions, listening and speaking
skills, vocabulary development, and the
technology skills necessary for college
and career readiness.

For students receiving a grade of C or
better, this course counts for
acceptance to the UC and CSU
system.ction (Art, Eng, etc)

Title of Section (t, Eng, etc
English 9 GATE
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: B
Prerequisite: Must achieve 9.0 on the
IRL of the STAR test and advanced on
their initial essay

The English 9 GATE course fulfills the
English requirement for the Kern High
School District and qualifies the student
for acceptance either to the UC or CSU
system. This genre- and skill-oriented
course includes instruction in thinking
skills, literature, listening and speaking,
reading development, study skills, oral
and written language conventions,
vocabulary development, writing
development, research, and technology
needed for those who plan to attend
CSU or UC schools.
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Course Descriptions
English 9/Read 180

English 10

Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: B
Prerequisite: Reading four or more
years below grade level based on a
school issued reading test such as the
STAR.

Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: B
Prerequisite: English 9

English Literacy/Read 180 is a
two-semester English course designed
to increase students’ proficiency in all
strands of literacy in English, including
reading, writing, thinking, speaking, and
listening. This course is designed to
enable high school students who score
at the below-basic level in reading to
improve their reading comprehension,
increase their understanding of narrative
and informative text structures including
academic reading, functional reading,
informational reading and technical
reading in order to learn more effectively
from subject-matter textbooks in the
other core subjects such as science,
history, math, and English. Students will
be introduced to narrative and
informative organizational patterns, as
well as the academic language used in
the content classes.

English 10 is a two-semester English
course designed to increase students’
proficiency in all strands of English,
including reading, writing, thinking,
speaking, and listening. This course is
designed to enable high school students
to hone their reading comprehension and
increase their understanding of narrative
and informative text structures. Thematic
anchor units provide the basis of
instruction, which focuses on academic
reading, functional reading, informational
reading and technical reading in order to
learn more effectively from
subject-matter textbooks in the other
core subjects such as science, history,
math, and English. Students will learn
narrative and informative organizational
patterns, as well as the academic
language used in the content classes.
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Course Descriptions
English 10 GATE
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: B
Prerequisite: English 9, CP or GATE
The English 10 Gate course fulfills the
English requirement for the Kern High
School District and qualifies the student
for acceptance either to the UC or CSU
system. This is a genre- and
skill-oriented course, which includes
instruction in note taking, synthesis,
literature analysis, listening and
speaking, reading development, study
skills, oral and written language
conventions, vocabulary development,
writing development, and research.
Through this process, students are
exposed to critical level thinking,
synthesis, writing, and technological
level skills necessary for success at CSU
or UC establishments.

English 11
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: B
Prerequisite: English 10
The English 11 P course fulfills the
English requirement for the Kern High
School District and qualifies the student
for acceptance either to the UC or CSU
system.

This is a genre- and skill-oriented
course, which includes instruction in
note taking, synthesis, literature
analysis, listening and speaking,
reading development, study skills, oral
and written language conventions,
vocabulary development, writing
development, and research. Through
this process, students are exposed to
critical level thinking, synthesis, writing,
and technological level skills necessary
for success at CSU or UC
establishments.

English 11 AP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: B
Prerequisite: English 10
English 11 AP requires students to
become skilled readers and writers.
Students will study and analyze prose
written in a variety of rhetorical
contexts. In addition, they will learn to
write for a variety of purposes. At the
heart of the course is the reading of
various texts that will facilitate
conversations about meaningful issues
while helping students develop their
sense of citizenship and their ability to
make reasonable and informed
arguments. The core skill required for
this course is the ability to read well.
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Course Descriptions
English 12 CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: B
Prerequisite: English 11
The English 12 college preparatory
course fulfills the English requirements
for the Kern High School District and
prepares the student for acceptance to
the community college, CSU, or UC
systems. This skills-oriented course
focuses on critical thinking, composition,
and literature, and will also include
development in reading and vocabulary,
listening and speaking, oral and written
language conventions, research,
technology, and study skills.

English 12 AP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: B
Prerequisite: English 11 CP or AP
The AP Literature and Composition
course is designed to teach college-level
reading and writing. Students will learn to
read literature closely and carefully,
critically analyze these texts, and
develop the vocabulary needed to
analyze literary texts. Instruction will
focus on how authors use literary
devices to achieve their purpose in
literature.

Students will demonstrate their ability to
analyze literature in both written form
and verbal discussions. AP students will
have the chance to earn college credits
by passing the AP exam at the end of
the year.

ERWC
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: B
Prerequisite: English 11 and teacher
recommendation
ERWC or Expository Reading and
Writing Course is a college prep
English class for Seniors. It focuses on
teaching eight modules, four the first
semester and four the second
semester. The modules have been
created for the program and have a
heavy focus on writing. The teacher
must be certified to teach the course.
The students will qualify to get into the
class based on their SBAC writing
score and EAP scores. When the
students complete the course with a C
or better both semesters it is
understood that they will enter at an
elevated level for English classes at
community colleges, CSU’s, and UC’s.
It counts as an A-G college prep
English class.
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Course Descriptions
ACCESS
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: None
Prerequisite: None
Students in ACCESS will develop literacy
skills and strategies so that they can
engage in grade-level text in all their
courses more effectively. Course
activities focus on increasing student
Instructional Reading Level (IRL) as well
as skills outlined in the Common Core
CA ELA standards Students will learn
and practice strategies such as
summarizing and notetaking. ACCESS
will also reinforce their critical thinking
skills by emphasizing inquiry, discussion,
and written responses based on a wide
range of texts.

ELD 1
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: None
Prerequisite: Students are identified
beginning EL (English Learner) through
state approved assessment criteria or
previous school records.

This language-based instruction course
introduces students to standard English
oral, and written language conventions,
listening and speaking skills, vocabulary
development, fluency development, and
technology.

ELD 2
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: None
Prerequisite: Students are identified
beginning EL (English Learner) through
state approved assessment criteria or
previous school records.
The ELD 2 course is designed for the
EL 2 student and fulfills the English
requirement for the Kern High School
District graduation standards. This
language-based instruction course
develops English oral, and written
language conventions, listening and
speaking skills, vocabulary
development, fluency development, and
technology.

The ELD 1 course is designed for the
EL 1 student and fulfills the English
requirement for the Kern High School
District graduation standards.
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Course Descriptions
ELD 3
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: None
Prerequisite: Students are identified
beginning EL (English Learner) through
state approved assessment criteria or
previous school records.
The ELD 3 course is designed for the
EL 3 student and fulfills the
Miscellaneous requirement for the Kern
High School District graduation
standards. This class is intended to be
combined with an English Language
Arts class. This language-based
instruction course stresses reading,
writing, speaking, and listening, as well
as vocabulary development and
thinking skills.

ELD 4
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: None
Prerequisite: Students are identified
beginning EL (English Learner) through
state approved assessment criteria or
previous school records.
The ELD General Course is designed
for the ELD 4 student. This fulfills the
miscellaneous requirement for the
KHSD graduation standards.

This class is intended to be combined
with an English Language Arts class.
This language and reading skill-oriented
course includes special emphasis in the
reading, writing and study skills
necessary for students to meet the
criteria to exit from the EL program and
succeed in core-content area classes

Language/Literacy 1 & 2
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: None
Prerequisite: Students are identified
beginning EL (English Learner) through
state approved assessment criteria or
previous school records.
Literacy 1 and 2 is designed to increase
students' proficiency in all strands of
literacy in English, including reading,
writing, thinking, speaking and listening.
The curriculum is explicitly taught in a
concrete, sequential manner—to
mastery. This course stresses oral and
written English language conventions
including idioms, grammar conventions
and vocabulary development, with
some computer literacy skills.
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Course Descriptions
History/Social Sciences
World History - CP, GATE
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: A
Prerequisite: None
World History offers a survey of history,
geography, and cultures of selected
civilizations from 1750 to the present
day. Students will also examine major
turning points in the shaping of the
modern world such as democratic
revolutions, imperialism, revolutions in
industry, world wars, and modern
conflicts. The course will provide
students with opportunities to compare
and contrast the evolution of cultures,
countries, and governments.

US History CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: A
Prerequisite: None
U.S. History is a one-year course taken
during the junior year and is required for
graduation.

The course will cover the history of the
United States, including domestic and
foreign affairs, with major emphasis on
the period following the Civil War and
Reconstruction (1865). Students will
read and analyze primary sources,
utilize technology proficiently, and make
modern day connections to historical
events.

AP US History
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: A
Prerequisite: B or better in World
History, teacher recommendation
AP U.S. History is designed to be the
equivalent of a two-semester
introductory college or university U.S.
history course. In AP U.S. History
students investigate significant events,
individuals, developments, and
processes in nine historical periods from
approximately 1491 to the present.
Students develop and use the same
skills, practices, and methods employed
by historians: analyzing primary and
secondary sources; developing historical
arguments;
making historical comparisons; and
utilizing reasoning about
contextualization, causation,
and continuity and change over time.
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Course Descriptions
Cont. AP US History
The course also provides seven themes
that students explore throughout the
course in order to make connections
among historical developments in
different times and places: American and
national identity; migration and
settlement; politics and power; work,
exchange, and technology; America in
the world; geography and the
environment; and culture and society.

Government CP
Duration: One Semester
A-G Designation: A
Prerequisite: None
American Government is the study of the
United States Constitution and its effect
on US history and how it applies today.
Students will examine the importance of
citizen's rights and responsibilities in a
democracy, such as being informed of
current events and participating in civic
life. Another area of study will focus on
the functions of federal, state, and local
governments.

Honors Government
Duration: One Semester
A-G Designation: A
Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation
The main objective of Honors
Government is to promote civic
competence and responsibility by
enhancing the understanding of
American constitutional democracy by
exploring, in depth, the contemporary
relevance of the US Constitution and the
Bill of Rights. Through critical thinking
activities, simulation, and cooperative
learning strategies, students will develop
academic and participatory skills whole
learning about the structures and
functions of the US Government. The
culminating activity for this Honors
course is to participate in a simulated
congressional hearing in which students
make a presentation before a panel of
judges. Students will demonstrate their
knowledge of the Constitution and apply
constitutional principles to relevant
issues.
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Course Descriptions
Economics CP
Duration: One Semester
A-G Designation: G
Prerequisite: None
The course covers the basic economic
principles including the elements of
America’s market economy, and how the
Federal government influences the
economy. The course investigates
different economic systems and gain an
understanding of operations, institutions
and methods of each systems. Students
will analyze the labor market and
develop valuable job market skills. In
addition, students will gain an
understanding of practical applications
based on personal finance including
making a budget, getting a job, building
credit, and financing living expenses.

Economics AP
Duration: One Semester
A-G Designation: G
Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation
The course is an analytical and lecture
based course designed to give students
an in-depth understanding of
Economics in general and Macro
Economics, specifically. Through this
AP course students will come to realize
the intertwined nature of the consumer,
businesses, government institutions
and foreign nations.

The course is designed to engage the
student in higher order thinking
strategies, which will enable them to
become involved citizens who are
effective, competent, self-directed
learners. The students will be expected
to complete out of class readings and
assignments that will ensure their
success and in addition the opportunity
to prepare for the Advanced Placement
examination.

Psychology Honors
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: G
Prerequisite: Juniors: Enrolled in at
least one other AP or Honors level
course OR have previously taken GATE
classes. Seniors: No Prerequisite
Honors Psychology is designed to
introduce students to the systematic
and scientific study of behavioral and
mental processes. Students will be
exposed to the psychological facts,
principles, and phenomena associated
with each of the major sub fields within
psychology including, but not limited to,
memory, learning, abnormal, social,
sensation and perception, personality,
development, and biological basis of
the brain. They also will learn about the
ethics and methods psychologists use
in their science and practice.
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Course Descriptions
Mathematics
Algebra 1 CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: C
Prerequisite: Foundations 2 or Teacher
Recommendation/STAR Score From 8th
Grade
Algebra 1 is designed to give students a
foundation for all future mathematics
courses. Algebraic thinking can be
encapsulated into three habits of mind:
Building rules, doing-undoing, and
abstracting from computations. Students
will explore: foundations of Algebra,
solving equations, solving inequalities,
an introduction to functions, linear
functions, systems of equations and
inequalities, exponents and exponential
functions, polynomials and factoring,
quadratic functions and equations.
Operations and functions can be
represented multiple ways: symbolically
with equations, verbally with words,
visually with graphs, diagrams, and
pictures, and numerically with tables of
numbers. We refer to this as “the rule of
four," which are tools for understanding
algebra.

Geometry CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: C
Prerequisite: Algebra 1 C or better, D
refer to Applied Geometry
In Geometry, students will learn
geometric concepts through common
core modalities, such as, proving
geometric theorems and developing
deductive/inductive reasoning skills.
These skills will build upon developed
definitions of plane and solid figures.
Interactive investigations will be used to
strengthen prior knowledge and allow
students to build upon geometric
concepts. Leading to an understanding
that will allow students to apply their
geometry knowledge to real world
situations and enable them to determine
a best approach to finding a solution.

16

Course Descriptions
Geometry GATE
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: C
Prerequisite: Recommendation of
Teacher, Test Scores
In Gate Geometry, students will learn
geometric concepts through common
core modalities, such as, proving
geometric theorems and developing
deductive/inductive reasoning skills.
These skills will build upon developed
definitions of plane and solid figures.
Interactive investigations will be used to
strengthen prior knowledge and allow
students to build upon geometric
concepts. Leading to an understanding
that will allow students to apply their
geometry knowledge to real world
situations and enable them to determine
a best approach to finding a solution.
Gate Geometry is designed to cover all
the topics of CP Geometry but with
added depth and rigor including
developing proof. Students will engage in
enrichment activities.

Algebra 2 CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: C
Prerequisite: Passing Algebra 1 with a
grade of C or better. - OR - Passing
Algebra 10/12 or Applied Algebra with a
B or better. - OR - Passing Integrated
Math with a B or better. - AND - Passing
Geometry
Algebra 2 is designed to provide a strong
foundation of mathematical concepts and
applications in order to prepare students
for more advanced work in mathematics
or science fields. Students develop
quantitative reasoning and
problem-solving skills, and develop an
awareness of the connection between
mathematics and other disciplines by
modeling real world situations. This
course utilizes various learning and
teaching styles using technologies such
as the chromebook and TI-Nspire, . In
addition to the traditional lecture
technique, cooperative groups will be
used to encourage students to be active
learners by analyzing and interpreting
given information and formulating
conjectures.
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Course Descriptions
Algebra 2 GATE

Math Analysis CP

Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: C
Prerequisite: Successful completion of
Algebra I and Geometry

Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: C
Prerequisite: Algebra 2 - C or better, or
Algebra 2 GATE

Algebra 2 GATE is designed to provide a
strong foundation of mathematical
concepts and applications in order to
prepare students for more advanced
work in mathematics or science fields.
Students develop quantitative reasoning
and problem-solving skills, and develop
an awareness of the connection between
mathematics and other disciplines by
modeling real world situations. This
course utilizes various learning and
teaching styles using technologies such
as the chromebook and TI-Nspire. In
addition to the traditional lecture
technique, cooperative groups will be
used to encourage students to be active
learners by analyzing and interpreting
given information and formulating
conjectures.

Math Analysis is designed to prepare
students to learn critical thinking skills
and applications of trigonometry and
analytical skills necessary to go to entry
level college math classes. Math
Analysis strengthens students’
conceptual understanding of problems
and mathematical reasoning in solving
problems. In-depth study of such topics
as the family of functions/graphs (e.g.
polynomial, rational, exponential,
logarithmic, and trigonometric), analytic
trigonometry, polar form, Systems of
Equations and Inequalities, Conics,
Sequences, Probability and introduction
to limits, derivatives, and vectors will be
undertaken. This class is especially
important for students intending to study
calculus, physics, and other sciences,
and/or engineering in college.
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Course Descriptions
Statistics CP

Foundations of Algebra 1

Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: C
Prerequisite: Successful completion of
Advanced Algebra or Advanced Algebra
GATE with a C or better

Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: None
Prerequisite: None

The purpose of Statistics is to introduce
students to three major branches of
statistics: descriptive statistics, inferential
statistics and probability. Students will
learn about data collection, analyzing
data and drawing conclusions from data.
Knowledge of algebra is essential.

This course is intended for incoming
freshmen students who need to develop
their basic arithmetic skills. Emphasis will
be placed on operations and problem
solving with fractions, decimals and
percents.

Integrated Math
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: None
Prerequisite: Algebra & Geometry
Integrated Math allows students to
explore various mathematics topics
beyond Algebra 1 and review many
Algebra 1 topics. Also includes the study
of mathematical applications in
geometry, proportional reasoning,
probability, statistics and problem solving
situations in addition to the extension of
basic algebra topics.
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Course Descriptions
Foundations of Algebra 2

Applied Geometry

Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: None
Prerequisite: None

Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: C
Prerequisite: Algebra - Semesters 1 & 2

Foundations of Algebra 2 is intended for
students who may need to review basic
skills before taking algebra and who
need a course to help them prepare for
the college prep program. Foundations
of Algebra 2 will provide many
opportunities to revisit and expand the
understanding of foundational algebra
concepts, will employ diagnostic means
to offer focused interventions, and will
incorporate varied instructional strategies
to prepare students for required high
school courses. The course will
emphasize both algebra and numeracy
in a variety of contexts including
proportional reasoning; measurement
and geometry; solving equations,
relationships and linear systems of
equations and exponents. Foundations
of Algebra will provide students with
those skills needed to prepare students
for success in Algebra.

Applied Geometry is a hands-on course
with an emphasis on concepts, skills,
and applications. Concepts are
developed through a variety of activities
and representations in order to allow
access to all students.

AP Calculus
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: C
Prerequisite: C or better in Algebra 1, 2,
Geometry and Math Analysis.
Calculus AB covers the topics of one
semester of college calculus in
preparation for the Calculus Advanced
Placement AB Exam.
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Course Descriptions
Science
Intro to Physical Science- CP,
GATE
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: D
Prerequisite: None
Introduction to Physical Science is a
course that meets the A-G Laboratory
Science requirement for graduation and
college admissions. This course covers
science and engineering practices and
introductory units within chemistry,
physics and earth sciences examining
matter and energy systems with a focus
on interactions within the biosphere.
Major disciplinary core ideas are
described in the Next Generation
Science Standards for matter and its
interactions; motions and stability (forces
and interactions); energy; and waves
and their applications in technology and
information transfer. Students will also
study Earth’s systems and impacts of
human activity on the earth.

Biology - CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: D
Prerequisite: None
Biology is an introductory life science
course that meets the A-G Laboratory
Science requirements for high school
graduation and college admissions. It is
also the mandatory laboratory science
that all West students must pass in order
to graduate. Learning standards are
aligned with the Next Generation
Science Standards and include:
Structure and Function; Matter and
Energy in Organisms and Ecosystems;
Interdependent Relationships in
Ecosystems; Inheritance and Variation of
Traits; and Natural Selection/Evolution.
Sample topics covered include: human
body systems, matter and energy cycles
within the biosphere, human energy
resources, global climate change, human
genetic engineering, evidence of
biological evolution, and genetically
modified food sources.
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Course Descriptions
Biology GATE
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: D
Prerequisite: None
The biology curriculum is designed to
continue student investigations and
deepen student understanding of the
biological sciences. In-depth study of the
following concepts is included: the cell,
DNA and heredity, biological evolution,
the interdependence of organisms,
matter, energy and organization in living
systems, and the adaptive responses of
organisms.

Energy Biology CP/GATE
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: D
Prerequisite: None
This course is the second phase for
students interested in the energy and
environmental resources pathway. This
biology course fulfills the life science A-G
laboratory science requirement for
graduation and college admissions. The
purpose of this course is to teach
students biology through the exploration
of energy and its interactions with the
living world. Students will explore energy
in biological systems and how our
energy choices affect the environment.

The course is taught using hands on
activities, engineering challenges, and
project based learning. This course will
also link the biology curriculum to
current issues in our local and global
communities and explore careers
related to the pathway.

Chemistry CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: D
Prerequisite: Completed Algebra 1 with
a C or better
Chemistry is a physical science that
meets the University of California’s A-G
admission requirements. It is the study of
the structure and properties of matter,
and the changes that matter undergoes.
Inquiry labs and demonstrations engage
students’ through guiding questions, data
collection, and analysis to developing
arguments to articulate conclusions
based on evidence. This class follows
the three dimensional learning practices
of the Next Generation Science
Standards that engage students in
engineering practices with core
chemistry ideas to reach expected
performance expectations.
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Course Descriptions
Chemistry Honors
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: D
Prerequisite: Gate Biology; Advanced
Algebra and or Math Analysis concurrent
with this class
Honors Chemistry is a physical science
that meets the University of California’s
A-G admission requirements and
prepares students for college chemistry.
It is the study of the structure and
properties of matter, and the changes
that matter undergoes. Inquiry labs and
demonstrations engage students’
through guiding questions, data
collection, and analysis to developing
arguments to articulate conclusions
based on evidence. This class follows
the three dimensional learning practices
of the Next Generation Science
Standards that engage students in
engineering practices with core
chemistry ideas to reach expected
performance expectations.

Physics CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: D
Prerequisite: Algebra I and Geometry
Physics P is a UC-approved college
preparatory class that will cover various
topics in mechanics, waves, optics,
electricity, and magnetism. Interpretation
of data in the laboratory in creating
scientific arguments will be emphasized.
It is recommended that the student has a
strong math background and good study
habits.

Physics Honors
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: D
Prerequisite: Completed Algebra II with
a C or better
Physics HP is a UC-approved college
preparatory class that will cover various
topics in mechanics, waves, optics,
electricity, and magnetism. This course
is designed to prepare advanced
students for college physics.
Interpretation of data in the laboratory in
creating scientific arguments will be
emphasized. It is recommended that the
student has a strong math background
and good study habits.
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Course Descriptions
Physics of Alternative Energy CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: D
Prerequisite: Algebra 1
Physics of Alternative Energy is part of
the Energy CTE pathway. It will explore
Newtonian physics from motion to
mechanical energy and conservation of
energy. Students will apply the physics of
energy to electricity and magnetism and
learn how it powers alternative energy
such as solar and wind. This course will
consist of many hands-on activities and
group projects. They will interpret data
and make reasonable explanations.
Career-related skills will also be a focus.

AP Environmental Science
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: D
Prerequisite: Energy Pathway or
Chemistry or Physics
AP Environmental Science is an
interdisciplinary course designed to
provide students with scientific
principles, concepts, and methodologies
required to understand the
interrelationships of the natural world, to
identify and analyze environmental
problems both natural and human made,

to evaluate the relative risks
associated with these problems,
and to examine alternative
solutions for resolving or preventing
them.

Principles of Engineering CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: D
Prerequisite: Algebra 1. Prefer students
who have completed Geometry
Principles Of Engineering (POE) is
a high school-level survey course of
where students explore several
fields of engineering (Mechanical,
Electrical, Civil & other engineering
disciplines). Students complete
hands-on projects including building
levers, pulleys, trusses, solar & fuel
cell vehicles, robots and catapults.
Students have an opportunity to
investigate engineering and high
tech careers. POE gives students
the opportunity to develop skills and
understanding of course concepts
through activity-, project-, and
problem-based learning It also
allows students to develop
strategies to enable and direct their
own learning, which is the ultimate
goal of education.
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Intro to Green Technology CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: D
Prerequisite: None
One third of the industry in Kern County
relies on energy production and
environmental resource. This
introductory course in the energy and
environmental resource pathway will
prepare students to work in these
growing industries while meeting the A-G
laboratory science requirement for
graduation and college admissions.
Students will explore the science behind
climate change, green energy
production, energy conservation and
efficiency, and green transportation, all
while learning and practicing the soft
skills needed to be successful in these
growing job markets. This course is very
hands on and uses group work, labs,
projects, and engineering challenges to
promote creativity and critical thinking.
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Course Descriptions
Agriculture
Agriculture, Food and Natural
Resources (AFNR) CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: D
Prerequisite: None
Introduction to Agriculture, Food and
Natural Resources (AFNR) introduces
students to the range of agricultural
opportunities. Students will experience
hands-on activities projects, and
problems. Student experiences will
involve the study of communication, the
science of agriculture, plants, animals,
natural resources, and agricultural
mechanics. The course is structured to
enable all students to have a variety of
experiences that will provide an overview
of the fields of agricultural science and
experiences so that students may
continue through a sequence of courses
though high school.

AG Biology CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: D
Prerequisite: AFNR
This course is the second phase for
students interested in the agriculture
education program. The purpose of this
course is to introduce students to the
world of agriculture through the
exploration of life science biology.
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Floral Design 1 CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: F
Prerequisite: Student must have taken
an Agriculture course previously, or be
given special permission from the
Agriculture Teacher
The Art of Floral Design is intended to
introduce the student to theories and
principles of artistic design and their
influence on floral artistry. The course
emphasizes the knowledge and skills
needed to understand artistic perception,
creative expression, historical and cultural
context(s); aesthetic valuing, and
practical application of the visual arts.
Students will analyze, interpret, create
and judge various types of artwork and
apply what is learned to floral art.

Floral Design 2 CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: F
Prerequisite: Floral 1
The Floral Design 2 course is intended
to further continue student exposure to
and application of theories and
principles of artistic design in the
individualized expression of their floral
pieces. The course emphasizes the
knowledge and skills needed to
understand artistic perception, creative
expression, historical and cultural
context(s); aesthetic valuing, and
practical application of the visual arts.
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AG Government CP
Duration: One Semester
A-G Designation: A
Prerequisite: Previous Enrollment in
Agriculture Career Pathway

It is an introduction to the economic
aspects of agriculture and their
implications to the agricultural producer,
consumer and the food system.

Environmental Horticulture CP
This course is designed to familiarize
students with the structure and
processes of the United States
Government system. Students will learn
about the responsibilities and rights of
citizenship, voting, political, parties,
elections, campaigns, the Constitution,
the branches of government, and the Bill
of Rights. Students will also learn about
state powers as it compares to the
national government powers, and be
introduced to world leadership. Students
will study and discuss agricultural issues
and what role the government system
plays in the agricultural industry.

AG Economics CP
Duration: One Semester
A-G Designation: G
Prerequisite: Previous Enrollment in
Agriculture Career Pathway

Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: D
Prerequisite: Previous enrollment in an
Ag course or Special Approval from
Horticulture Teacher
Students will learn theories, principles,
and standards related to environmental
horticulture sciences. Curriculum will
focus on sustainable organic farming
and composting science. Students will
use investigative techniques to study
aspects of the botanical world including
plant anatomy and physiology, plant
nutrition, plant genetics, plant
reproduction and development, plant
ecology, plant evolution and plant
taxonomy. Students will utilize the
garden area extensively for lab based
learning.

This class is a survey and basic
understanding of the economics of
the agriculture industry.
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Modern Language
Spanish 1 CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: E
Prerequisite: None
Spanish 1 is a communicative
beginning-level Spanish course.
Students will begin to develop their
Spanish proficiency through extensive
interaction in the target language.
Students will learn to speak, read, write,
and comprehend spoken Spanish at the
novice-mid level. Students will also
increase their awareness of cultures in
the Spanish-speaking world.

Spanish 2 CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: E
Prerequisite: Pass Spanish 1 with a C
or better
Spanish 2 is a continuation from Spanish
1. Students expand their knowledge of
key vocabulary, topics, and grammar
concepts.

Students will increase their listening,
speaking, reading, and writing
proficiency. Each unit consists of a new
vocabulary theme and grammar
concept, reading and listening
comprehension activities, speaking and
writing activities, multimedia cultural
presentations, and interactive activities
and practices, which reinforce
vocabulary and grammar.

Spanish 3 CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: E
Prerequisite: Must have taken Spanish
1 and 2
Spanish 3 is a continuation from Spanish
1 and Spanish 2. Students continue
improving and learning communication
skills for specific topics in Spanish.
Become acquainted with literature and
informational texts from
Spanish-speaking countries. Grow in
awareness of cultural differences and
similarities between the U.S. and
Spanish speaking countries. This class
will give the opportunity to improve
reading, writing, and comprehension
skills through advanced reading.
Moreover, there will be an emphasis on
speaking and pronouncing in the
targeted language on a daily basis.
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Spanish 3 Honors

Spanish 4 AP

Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: E
Prerequisite: Prerequisites for
enrollment are: a grade of “A” in Spanish
2 P or a grade of “B” or better in Spanish
2 P and a recommendation from the
previous instructor. The student is
expected to maintain a grade of “B” or
better to remain in this course.

Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: E
Prerequisite: Must have taken either
Spanish 3H , Spanish 3 P, or Spanish
Speakers 2 P, and teacher
recommended

Spanish 3 Honors is designed for
students who wish to continue in the
AP programs. This course is designed
to provide advanced, qualified students
the opportunity to develop their
linguistic abilities. The student focuses
on conversing, describing, and
narrating in the present, past and
future tenses, as well as, expressing
opinions and discussing hypothetical
events. A variety of communicative,
multimedia, and audio and video
techniques provide students with
opportunities to learn the language in
many exciting and interesting contexts.
Students will undertake research and
other projects; they will be encouraged
to use multimedia for their
presentations.

Spanish 4 AP is a continuation from
Spanish 3 Honors and Spanish Speaker
2. The AP Spanish Language and
Culture course is designed to help
students move from the intermediate
level towards the advanced level of
proficiency in interpersonal,
presentational and interpretive
communication modes in Spanish. Unit
goals are stated in the form of Essential
Questions relating to the AP themes.
These essential questions drive
instruction; students are regularly
assessed and receive formative
feedback to refine communication skills
and develop deep understandings
relating to the essential questions. This
course is the equivalent of a third-year
college level. The AP Spanish Language
and Culture course is conducted
exclusively in Spanish.
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Spanish Speakers 1 CP

Spanish Speakers 2 CP

Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: E
Prerequisite: None

Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: E
Prerequisite: Must have taken Spanish
Speakers 1 P

Spanish Speakers 1 helps dual
language and native language Spanish
speakers develop their Spanish
language literacy skills. Students are
exposed to all Spanish speaking
cultures emphasizing their cultural
differences and similarities. This
course is designed to provide a
foundational and comprehensive
command of the Spanish language,
integrating all four communicative skills
listening, speaking, reading, and
writing. The course is conducted
exclusively in Spanish.

Spanish Speakers 2 is a continuation of
Spanish Speakers 1. Students will
continue to develop their Spanish
language skills through exposure to
informational text and contemporary
literature while developing their writing
skills which include a more
comprehensive grammar study.
Emphasis will be placed on students
creating their own unique writing style.
Independent reading of Spanish
materials will also be maintained. This
course provides appropriate preparation
for those students who wish to continue
Spanish study in Spanish 4 AP. The
course is conducted exclusively in
Spanish.
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French 1 CP

French 3 CP

Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: E
Prerequisite: None

Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: E
Prerequisite: French 1 & 2

French Level 1 introduces students to
the specific foreign culture and to the
three modes of communication:
Interpretive, Interpersonal and
Presentational. Students develop
listening comprehension, reading,
speaking and writing skills throughout
the course through storytelling,
conversations, short compositions,
reading, and written exercises.

French 2 CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: E
Prerequisite: French 1

A continuation from French 1 and
French 2. Students continue improving
and learning communication skills
(listening, speaking, reading and
writing) for specific topics in French.
Become acquainted with literature and
informational texts from
French-speaking countries. Grow in
awareness of cultural differences and
similarities between the U.S. and
Spanish speaking countries. This class
will give the opportunity to improve
reading, writing, and comprehension
skills through advanced reading.
Moreover, there will be an emphasis
on speaking and pronouncing in the
targeted language on a daily basis.

French Level 2 introduces students to
the specific foreign culture and to the
three modes of communication:
Interpretive, Interpersonal and
Presentational. Students develop
listening comprehension, reading,
speaking and writing skills throughout
the course through storytelling,
conversations, short compositions,
reading, and written exercises.
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French 3H

French 4H

Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: E
Prerequisite: French 1 & 2

Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: E
Prerequisite: French 1 -3/3H

As a continuation of French 1 and
French 2, this course is designed to
provide advanced, qualified students
the opportunity to develop their
linguistic abilities. The student focuses
on conversing, describing, and
narrating in the present, past and
future tenses, as well as, expressing
opinions and discussing hypothetical
events. A variety of communicative,
multimedia, and audio and video
techniques provide students with
opportunities to learn the language in
many exciting and interesting contexts.
Students will undertake research and
other projects; they will be encouraged
to use multimedia for their
presentations. Students can earn 3
units of credit through California State
University, Bakersfield.

A continuation from French 3 and
French 3 H, this course is designed to
help students move from the
intermediate level towards the
advanced level of proficiency in
interpersonal, presentational and
interpretive communication modes in
French. The student focuses on
conversing, describing, and narrating
in the present, past and future tenses,
as well as, expressing opinions and
discussing hypothetical events. A
variety of communicative, multimedia,
and audio and video techniques
provide students with opportunities to
learn the language in many exciting
and interesting contexts. Students will
undertake research and other projects;
they will be encouraged to use
multimedia for their presentations.
Students can earn 3 units of credit
through California State University,
Bakersfield.
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Physical Education
PE 9
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: None
Prerequisite: None
The primary goal of our PE 9 program is
to promote lifetime physical fitness so
our students can live an active and
healthy lifestyle when they graduate.
Students are required to complete and
pass 2 years (20 semester units) and
pass 5 out of the 6 state physical fitness
tests, in order to satisfy their graduation
requirements. Physical education is a
comprehensive program consisting of
movement activities, sports games, and
physical fitness. Personal and social
responsibility is emphasized through
daily class participation.

PE 10
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: None
Prerequisite: PE 9
The primary goal of our PE 9 program
is to promote lifetime physical fitness so
our students can live an active and
healthy lifestyle when they graduate.

Students are required to complete
and pass 2 years (20 semester
units) and pass 5 out of the 6 state
physical fitness tests, in order to
satisfy their graduation
requirements. Physical education is
a comprehensive program consisting
of movement activities, sports
games, and physical fitness.
Personal and social responsibility is
emphasized through daily class
participation.

PE CO-ED (Strong Body)
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: None
Prerequisite: Students in 9th or 10th
grade must be concurrently enrolled in a
PE 9 or PE 10 class
Strong Body CO ED PE ELECT is a
hands on course which will introduce
students to a comprehensive strength
and conditioning program. The
students will participate in a free
weight based workout routine that
addresses all the major muscle areas
of the body. The students will also
learn proper lifting and spotting
techniques.
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Visual and Performing Arts
Beginning Art CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: F
Prerequisite: None
This one year course is structured to
focus on the rudimentary understandings
of the three major components of visual
art - form, subject matter, and context.
By manipulation of both wet and dry
media and by the investigation of
relevant art history, philosophy, and
criticism, students will gain a greater
awareness of the scope and magnitude
of the visual arts and the career
possibilities that lie within the discipline.

Arts and Crafts
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: None
Prerequisite: None

(paper, metal, clay, fiber, Paper Mache,
and plaster) in two and three
dimensional art. Students will work with
various tools and techniques, as well as
standards of design.

Intermediate Art CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: F
Prerequisite: B or higher in beginning
art
This one-year course is structured to take
a more in depth look at the varying facets
of visual form, subject matter, and
context. Students will refine production
techniques and processes and will be
asked to discover relationships between
media and content. Students will make
aesthetic judgments utilizing important
historical and philosophical concepts
based in appropriate context. This course
satisfies the fine arts requirement for
graduation.

Arts and Crafts is designed to provide
exploratory experiences for students to
incorporate the elements and principles
of design to use with various materials
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Advanced Art CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: F
Prerequisite: B or higher in intermediate
art
This course is for students who are
interested in challenging their skills,
further developing their understanding
of art, expanding their knowledge of
aesthetic valuing, and appreciating art
experiences. Art research, analysis,
and critique, as well as extensive
portfolio development will be integrated
throughout the art process. Theory,
technique, and critique, will
encompass art history, cultures, and
modern America.

Digital Photo 1 CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation:F
Prerequisite: None

Students will become conversant in the
making, uploading and editing their
work in a professional workflow.
Students will learn strategies for
making better photographs of people in
a variety of settings. Students will
demonstrate understanding of
photographic design and get hands-on
experience with a range of equipment
such cameras, lenses, filters, special
camera rigs and tripods, strobes,
scanners, printers and image capture
devices. Assignments are exploratory,
offering practice of new techniques
with grading based as much on effort
as final product. The class uses an
online website to simulate a real world,
career environment where students get
paid, pay rent and create a online
portfolio website. As a studio art
course, assessment is not by tests or
writing papers but mainly by visual
work leading to a final portfolio of
images.

Digital Photography is a yearlong Career
Technical Education course that
provides instruction in digital camera,
dSLR and cell phone camera use,
photographic design, soft skill work
practices and digital manipulation
including photo treatment and
compositing.
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Digital Photo 2 CP

Digital Photo 3 CP

Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: F
Prerequisite: B or higher for both
semesters of Digital Photo 1

Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: F
Prerequisite: B or higher for both
semesters of Digital Photo 2

This course provides students with
instruction in advanced digital
techniques and processes. Areas of
study include natural light
photography, studio photography,
product photography, alternative
process photography, digital
manipulation and processing digital
images. Students will also learn the
history of photography, legal and
ethical issues related to the industry.
This course teaches real business
skills required by industry through the
learn by doing methodology. Students
will learn to collect evidence and build
a portfolio of learning to use for
competition, certification, publication,
trade, and college/university
applications. Ability to grow in the
medium, try on new ideas, learn to
communicate using the language of
this medium, to appreciate ideas and
trends in historical as well as
contemporary photographic art will all
contribute to a final grade.

Digital Photo 3 allows advanced
application of previously acquired skills
and gives students more detailed
knowledge of the many areas of
photography. Digital Photo 3 is a
course designed for any student who is
motivated to work ambitiously and
independently throughout the semester
on developing their portfolio. Emphasis
is placed on the development of
entry-level skills for a career in
professional photography. This course
reinforces core academic content area
and California Career Technical
Education model curriculum standards
in relevant, applied setting, appropriate
to the subject and grade level. Each
student is required to produce a body
of work for their senior show that will
be displayed in our gallery at the end
of the year. Internships and other job
opportunities will be available for
students to practice learned skills in a
real world setting.
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Multimedia Publishing Yearbook CP

Forensics 1CP (Speech &
Debate)

Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: F
Prerequisite: None

Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: G
Prerequisite: None

Multimedia Publishing is a hands-on
course, which teaches workplace skills
through the creation of an innovative
yearbook. Students will capture
memories of school events through
photography and copy writing, while
using various 21st century skills
including but not limited to:
collaboration, creativity, and problem
solving. Students will learn the basics
of journalism, the importance of
meeting deadlines, and the skills
required to effectively work with their
peers in creating a publishable
product.

Forensics 1P is an introductory course
in speech and debate. Students will
receive instruction in debate theory
and practice, including both value
debate and policy debate. Forensics
students will also be introduced to
individual speech events including
Original Oratory, Expository Speaking,
Extemporaneous Speaking, Dramatic
and Humorous Interpretation,
Thematic Interpretation, Impromptu,
and Original Prose and Poetry.
Students must compete in
interscholastic speech and debate
contests. Emphasis is placed on
development of integrated
interdisciplinary skills, including
reading, critical thinking, logical
analysis, research, writing, and
communication. A strong facility with
language and consistent practice are
essential for success in this course.

Journalism CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: G
Prerequisite: Interview or Audition
Students will write, storyboard, execute
announcements, information, stories in
a video layout to support
communication with students and staff
on campus life.
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Video Production 1 CP

Advanced Video Production CP

Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: F
Prerequisite: None

Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: F
Prerequisite: Video 1, or Photo 1, 2 with
a B or higher and Instructor Approval.

Video Production is a digital media arts
course that lays the foundation of art
using the designs and tools of digital
imaging and digital video in all aspects
of pre-production, production, and
post-production. Students will examine
and research historical origins and
influences of film, digital video and
digital imaging through research
papers, lectures and labs. Digital
media art students will apply their
artistic practices and skills to individual
as well as group projects. Some
independent and group projects will
target specific audiences within our
community as well as West High
School’s audience in various artistic
forms: commercials, public service
announcements, and advertising
campaigns; videos pertaining to safety,
school pride, event promotions, service
learning, and community service.
Digital media art students will
incorporate the elements of art and
principles of design in all
student-created digital media projects.

In advanced video, students must be
self-motivated and passionate about
video production. They will expand
their skills and experience from Video
1 to create advanced video projects.
These will range from specialized
projects for West High as well as for
our local community. Students will
complete projects for various film
competitions and contests. The second
semester will provide opportunities for
students to specialize film roles
(producer, director, camera operator,
cinematographer, etc.) and make short
films. Strong teamwork and
collaboration skills are required.

Computer Graphics CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: F
Prerequisite: None
Students will learn animation, publishing,
making brochures and pamphlets and
photo editing software.
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Theatre Film 1 CP

Theatre Film 3 CP

Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: F
Prerequisite: None

Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: F
Prerequisite: Theatre Film 1 & 2

This college-preparatory course is
designed to introduce the beginning
student to basic theatrical techniques
and modes of communication.
Students will develop a system for
evaluating theatre and film as a reader,
participant and viewer. This course will
emphasize the development of skills
for theatrical performance, both stage
and screen, as well as the history and
culture of theatre and film to allow the
student to personally experience
dramatic literature.

This college preparatory course is
designed to teach experienced
students techniques to further develop
their acting skills through participation
in basic advanced acting exercises,
classroom scenes, one-act plays, and
competitions. The students will also
learn the advanced techniques utilized
in directing other students, as well as
establish a broader knowledge of
dramatic literature.

Theatre Film 2 CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: F
Prerequisite: Theatre Film 1
This college-preparatory course is
designed to teach experienced students
techniques to further develop their acting
skills through participation in basic acting
exercises, classroom scenes, one-act
plays, and competitions. The students
will also learn the basic techniques
utilized in directing other students, as
well as establish a broader knowledge of
dramatic literature.

Beginning Guitar
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: None
Prerequisite: None
Beginning guitar is designed for students
with little to no experience with or
knowledge of the guitar. Instruction
includes music theory, music history,
strumming and picking techniques, sight
reading, performance decorum, and
performance techniques. Enrollment is
open to all students on campus. This
course satisfies the district Fine Arts
requirement.
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Advanced Guitar
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: None
Prerequisite: Beginning Guitar
Advanced Guitar is an advanced class
for students who have successfully
completed Guitar 1 or passed an
equivalency exam given by the
instructor. Instruction includes music
theory, music history, advanced
strumming and picking techniques,
sight reading, performance decorum,
and performance techniques.
Enrollment is by instructor permission.
This course satisfies the district Fine
Arts requirement.

World of Drums CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: F
Prerequisite: None
World Drumming is a hand drumming
course that explores rhythmic motives
derived from different cultures rich in
percussive music. The concept of
poly-rhythms and rhythm stacking
through African, Latin, Caribbean, and
Asian music will all be examined and
practiced through the use of music
reading as well as by note memorization.

Students will perform on various hand
drum instruments of varying style and
ethnic backgrounds. Rhythmic content
will progress from the easy to medium
level. Topics will include music reading
skills, technique, and general
musicality. Students will perform as a
group and individually during class
time. No musical background is
required for this course.

Music Appreciation
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: None
Prerequisite: None
Music Appreciation is an exploration in
the materials and masterworks of great
music, from Medieval Chant to
Contemporary Popular styles. Students
begin by studying the elements of music
(pitch, melody, rhythm, harmony, form,
etc.) then learn about the instruments of
the orchestra and build a comprehensive
vocabulary with which to understand and
evaluate musical expression. From
there, they survey the continuum of
musical history in Western Civilization,
from the Middle Ages through the
present time. Along the way the student
will become aware of musical form, the
great works and composers of Classical
music and in ultimately by the end
become a better music listener.
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Marching Band/Wind Ensemble/
Colorguard CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: F
Prerequisite: Must participate in
summer band camp and be enrolled in
both 0 & 1st period
Marching Band provides students with
a balanced comprehensive study of
music. The semester consists mostly
of marching activities. Instruction is
designed so that students are enabled
to connect, examine, imagine, define,
try, extend, refine, and integrate music
study into other subject areas.
Ensemble and solo activities are
designed to develop elements of
musicianship including, but not limited
to: (1) tone production, (2) technical
skills, (3) intonation, (4) music reading
skills, (5) listening skills, (6) analyzing
music, and (7) studying historically
significant styles of literature. Band
repertoire is of the highest caliber. The
sections of the Marching Band include
but are not limited to Drum Major, Pit,
Drumline, Hornline and Color Guard.
Extra rehearsals are scheduled on an
arranged basis with a minimum of 5
extra hours of rehearsal scheduled
outside of the school day each week
during the marching season as
scheduled by the director.

All members of the band are
encouraged, but not required, to study
privately. Attendance is required at all
rehearsals, performances and
competitions unless excused by the
Director as they are used as
assessment tools. All students who
elect to take the Marching Band class
must participate in the Summer Band
Camp in preparation for the fall
marching activities and performances.
Membership in the marching band as
instrumentalists is open to all students
with previous band experience in
grades 9-12 or by permission of the
director. An audition for placement may
be required. Preliminary chair
placement as well as specific
assignments and positions in the
competition show will begin to be
made during band camp and
periodically throughout the semester at
the discretion of the director. The
marching band typically performs for
all home football games, away football
games when funding is available, at
pep assemblies local parades and
marching band field show
competitions.
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String Orchestra CP

Treble Choir CP

Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: F
Prerequisite: Must be able to read music.
Highly recommended that the student has
experience playing string instruments.

Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: F
Prerequisite: None

The string orchestra provide students
with the opportunity to study and apply
techniques that have been previously
presented in ensembles and lessons.
Musical literature from the baroque to
contemporary periods as well as
popular music is performed. String
Orchestra rehearses daily during the
class period. String Orchestra
members participate in Holiday and
Spring Concerts, as well as the CMEA
festival, and pops concert. Every year,
new performance opportunities arise.
All performances will be presented on
the syllabus and performance calendar
at the start of each semester

Treble Choir is a beginning vocal
ensemble for alto and soprano
singers. Instruction includes music
theory, music history, vocal
techniques, sight singing, and
performance decorum. And ensemble
performance techniques. The
ensemble performs quarterly during
the school year, including several
festivals. Enrollment is open to all
students on the campus. This course
satisfies the district Fine Arts
requirement.
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Treble Choir 2 CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: F
Prerequisite: Audition and/or Teacher
Permission
Treble Choir 2 is an advanced vocal
ensemble for soprano and alto voices.
Instruction includes music theory,
music history, advanced vocal
techniques, advanced sight singing,
performance decorum, and advanced
ensemble performance techniques.
The ensemble performs frequently
during the school year, including
school concerts (during or after school
hours), community service concerts,
numerous festivals, and a spring tour.
Enrollment is by audition and/or
instructor permission. This course
satisfies the district Fine Arts
requirement.

Bass Choir CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: F
Prerequisite: None
Bass Choir is a beginning vocal
ensemble for bass and tenor singers.

Instruction includes music theory,
music history, vocal techniques, sight
singing, and performance decorum,
and ensemble performance
techniques. The ensemble performs
quarterly during the school year,
including several festivals. Enrollment
is open to all students on the campus.
This course satisfies the district Fine
Arts requirement.

Advanced Mixed Choir
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: F
Prerequisite: Audition and/or Teacher
Permission
Advanced Mixed Choir is an advanced
vocal ensemble for males and females.
Instruction includes music theory,
music history, advanced vocal
techniques, advanced sight singing,
performance decorum, and advanced
ensemble performance techniques.
The ensemble performs frequently
during the school year, including
community serviced concerts,
numerous festivals, and an optional
spring tour. Enrollment is by audition
and/or instructor permission. This
course satisfies the district Fine Arts
requirement.
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Tech Theater 1 CP & 2 CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: F
Prerequisite: None
Students will learn specialized
vocabulary and explore basic design
for set, lighting, and sound. Students
will reflect on design elements found in
school and outside productions with
design analysis and critiques. Students
will learn practical application by
working on productions. In the second
semester students will explore mood,
color, application, and perspective.
Problem solving, leadership, and
working well under pressure are
stressed.
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Miscellaneous
APEX
Duration: Varied
A-G Designation: Varied
Prerequisite: Referred by Counselor

Career Tech CP
Duration: One Semester
A-G Designation: G
Prerequisite: None

APEX is a hands-on course, which
allows the students to complete
coursework to make-up courses failed,
along with improving their course grades
for A to G requirements. This class is a
self-motivated program. Student work
can be done in class, the library or work
at home.

This classroom-based, guidance
experience teaches students a
decision-making process that will help
them envision and plan for a future
that is productive, achievable, and
stimulating. The culmination of this
process is the development of a
10-year career and educational plan
that will create a pathway for the
student to reach their career and
academic goals.

Academic Achievement

Health

Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: None
Prerequisite: None

Duration: One Semester
A-G Designation: None
Prerequisite: None

The purpose of this course is to provide
students with an opportunity to
complete their school work in an
appropriate, and teacher supported,
study environment. Academic
Performance will support core subject
classes with the use of core subject
textbooks and use of chromebooks to
access Google Classroom for their core
classes.

Health Education is designed to
motivate and assist students to
maintain and improve their health.
Study will include information about
personal and community health; mental
and emotional health; growth
development and sexual health;
alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs; and
physical activity. Students will become
aware of essential health concepts.
46

Course Descriptions
AVID 1

AVID 2

Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: G
Prerequisite: None

Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: G
Prerequisite: AVID 1 Preferred

The ninth grade AVID course is an
elective class for students who are
college bound. This is the 1st course in
the 4-course sequence of the West
High AVID program. While concurrently
enrolled in a college-prep course of
study, students learn strategies to
enhance success. To ensure success
in college-prep coursework, students
work individually, as well as in tutor-led
collaborative groups. Students receive
coaching in note-taking, organization,
study skills, along with instruction in
writing domains, and mindfulness.
They are also introduced to textual
analysis and writing across the
curriculum in various disciplines. In
addition, the course includes college
motivation activities, such as field trips,
college fairs, and guest speakers.

The tenth grade AVID course is an
elective class for students who are
college bound. This is the 2nd course
in the 4-course sequence of the West
High AVID program. While
concurrently enrolled in a
college-prep course of study, students
learn strategies to enhance success.
To ensure success in college-prep
coursework, students work
individually, as well as in tutor-led
collaborative groups. Students
receive coaching in note-taking,
organization, study skills, along with
instruction in writing domains, and
mindfulness. They are also introduced
to textual analysis and writing across
the curriculum in various disciplines.
In addition, the course includes
college motivation activities, such as
field trips, college fairs, and guest
speakers. This course includes an
emphasis on social emotional
learning to help students reflect
introspectively.
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Course Descriptions
AVID 3

AVID 4

Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: G
Prerequisite: AVID 1 & 2 Preferred

Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: G
Prerequisite: AVID 1, 2, & 3 Preferred

The eleventh grade AVID course is an
elective class for students who are
college bound. This is the 3rd course in
the 4-course sequence of the West
High AVID program. While concurrently
enrolled in a college-prep course of
study, students learn strategies to
enhance success. To ensure success
in college-prep coursework, students
work individually, as well as in tutor-led
collaborative groups. Students
experience more analytical writing,
literary analysis, and college entrance
preparation, such as the SAT, ACT, and
PSAT. In addition, the course includes
college motivation activities, such as
field trips, college fairs, and guest
speakers.

The AVID Seminar, year 4, is the
culmination of a student’s year in the
AVID program,and the course
involves substantial critical reading
and writing, preparation for external
exams such as the Advanced
Placement exams. Seniors engage in
more analytical writing, timed essays,
research, and intense preparation for
external exams and college
placement tests. Scholarship
research and college applications are
priorities, as guidance and support
are offered throughout the academic
year to students. In addition, the
course includes college motivation
activities, such as field trips, college
fairs, and guest speakers.
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Course Descriptions
Intro to Business CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: G
Prerequisite: Application & Instructor
Interview
The major purpose of this year course
is to provide students the skills needed
to effectively organize, develop, create,
and manage a business. Students will
learn the significance of math, reading,
writing, and communicating to their
future within the framework of
operating a small business. Emphasis
is placed on the functions of business
management: organization,
management, finance, marketing,
information technology, product/service
management, distribution, promotion,
and selling. Additional topics to be
addressed are the government's role in
a business, the assessment of
personal skills, the components of the
free enterprise system and its place in
our global economy, human relations
and interpersonal skills, career
planning, the importance of business
ethics, and the role quality and service
play in business.

Virtual Business CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: G
Prerequisite: Application & Instructor
Interview
Virtual Business is a hands-on course,
that teaches students workplace,
entrepreneurial, and business
management skills, through creating,
sustaining, and presenting a virtual
business. Students work
collaboratively to brand and market
their business, to write a business
plan, to maintain accurate financial
records, and to compete with other
virtual businesses around the world.
Students also learn basic economic
principles as well as how to manage
personal finances.
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Course Descriptions
Digital Electronics CP
Duration: One Year
A-G Designation: G
Prerequisite: Algebra 1, Prefer Geometry
or Algebra 2
Digital Electronics is the study of
electronic circuits that are used to
process and control digital signals.
The major focus of the DE course is to
expose students to the design process of
combinational and sequential logic
design, teamwork, communication
methods, engineering standards, and
technical documentation.
At the end of this course, students will be
able to: demonstrate an understanding of
how to safely solder, demonstrate and
understanding of electronic components,
use binary, octal, and hexadecimal
numbering systems, create circuit
simulations using Multisim software,
demonstrate an understanding of
Boolean Algebra, build various circuits
based upon a desired outcome, and work
effectively in a team.
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