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Making It Happen

JOB CLUB MEETS
WORKSOURCE

SKILLSUSA
WVOC is very excited and thankful for our
students’ and instructors’ participation in the
Regional
SkillsUSA
Conference.
The
event will take place on January 25, 2020,
7:30 am - 4:00 pm at Pasadena City College. The following students will be participating
in
the
upcoming
event:
Video Production students: Sergio Rivas,
Kai Selmser, Ali Torkzadeh, Justin Valle,
and Instructor Peter Shushtari

December 16, 2019

JOB CLUB hosted the first of many collaboration meetings with partners from different
WorkSource Centers who will come to WVOC
to provide opportunities for our students.
Mr. Raul Valiente and Ms. Shakeh Manookian from El Proyecto Del Barrio WorkSource
Centers explained how WorkSource Centers could aid adults in navigating through
the job search process and helping them
connect to potential job opportunities.

Thank you to the students who participatGraphic Communications student: Tiffany
ed in the Job Club and also our partners at
Hutchinson and Instructor Karen Robbins
El Proyecto Del Barrio WorkSource Center.
Please join us at our next meeting on WednesCosmetology students: Michelle Gonzalez,
day, 12/18/19, at 12:45-2:45 pm, in Room 205.
Samira Hasanzadeh, Laleh Mohebbi, Lydia
Ponce, Jade Rodriguez, and Instructor
May Lahham
Culinary Arts students: Hersel Aframian,
Nina Hovanesian, Teresa Velazquez, and
Instructor Darbee Prieto

GRACE MANALO IS RETIRING
Grace Manalo, our much-loved and appreciated SAA, is retiring.
For so many at WVOC, Grace Manalo has been much more
than an amazing SAA; she’s been a consistent source of kindness,
a pillar of calm, a provider of smiles and chocolate, and a trusted friend. You may be surprised by the series of interesting twists
and turns that ultimately gifted us with her presence at West Valley.
Grace began her career of service with LAUSD, quite unexpectedly, 35 years ago. Having earned her degree in Economics in
the Philippines, she worked for a time as a statistician as well as a
budget analyst for the National Economic Development Authority in Manila until she moved to Los Angeles with her family in
the 80’s. At the invitation of her aunt, Grace started helping out
with registration as a student body worker at University Palisades
Community Adult School. It was only to be a “temporary thing.”
Continued on page 2
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However, University quickly noticed
how skillful Grace was with people
and how well she accomplished the
work she did. They continually called
her to work with them. Then came
the day they asked her to consider
making it “official.” She took the test
and started working as an office tech,
a position she held for three years
before becoming a school secretary.

2012 saw the closing of many of our
adult schools and Kennedy San Fernando was one of them. Grace was
offered a position at Rosa Parks Elementary, where she worked for one
year before receiving a call from
Ms. Javaheri inviting her here to
WVOC for the SAA position. Eager
to return to adult education, Grace
accepted, and thus began our great
fortune of having six years with her
leadership,guidance and friendship.

a trip home to the Philippines that she
has planned with her mother, as well as
finally having time to reconnect with
the artistic activities she has always enjoyed. She anticipates fun traveling
During the BTS Rollout in 2007, mawith her sister and shopping at a leijor system problems surfaced resultsurely pace at all of her favorite stores.
ing in employees being underpaid,
overpaid, or not being paid at all. It For 35 years, Grace has been a trusted
was a nightmare for SAAs through- advisor and abiding friend to all. When
out LAUSD because they were un- asked about the secret to her success,
able to override erroneous calcula- she smiles and says that treating people
tions “auto-generated” by the system. with understanding and empathy is one
Grace’s ability to troubleshoot the of her core values. She simply tries to exsource of the problems and calm- press that with everyone she encounters.
ly, clearly convey solutions to Cen- Grace’s kindness and competence will
tral Office on behalf of all the SSAs, be deeply missed at West Valley Ocultimately directed the resolution cupational Center. We wish her good
of the critical issues. At the end of health and every happiness in the years
that school year, Grace collaborat- to come. Happy Retirement, Grace!
ed with her principal, who was also
the president of the Principals’ organization, to surprise the SAAs with
a special end-of-year gift. The hard
work to resolve the payroll debacle
and coordinate between organizations, which served to lift spirits and
solidify the relationships between
all involved, ranks in the top tier of
Grace’s proudest career moments.

Grace has 31 years of experience
as SAA She has received the CCAE
award twice and was president of
the SAA organization for several years when adult education was
robust, and outreach (along with

Grace still values and maintains
friendships with those she has met
along her long career and has thoroughly enjoyed being a big part of
WVOC. As she moves forward in
retirement, Grace is excited about

When a job opened up much closer to home at Kennedy San Fernando Community Adult School,
Grace began what would become 24 years of service. She absolutely loved the school and
the people she worked with.

school sites) was widespread. It was
during her tenure as SAA President
that she experienced what she feels is
one of the highlights of her service.

WVOC School-Wide Learner Outcomes
West Valley Occupational Center provides opportunities for all students to become:
Effective Communicators who... 					 Productive Individuals who...

•
•
•

Use spoken and written communication in their field of study
Follow verbal and written directions
Work independently and collaboratively

•
•

Demonstrate technological skills that support their goals
Learn skills necessary to enter the workforce or continue their
education
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TECHNICALLY SPEAKING

NEW CITIZEN

TECHNICALLY SPEAKING

NEW CITIZEN

Students now have a page on the WVOC website to help
them connect with the “e-Learning” and blended learning sites used at school. This is part of an effort to make
all WVOC technology resources supporting teachers and
learners available in one, easy-to-find place: WVOC.net.
Students can now find SSO and e-Learning resources under the
“Getting Started” tab on the WVOC homepage. Teachers can find WVOC student Farzaneh Zamani just passed the
many quick links and supportive resources under the “Faculty” tab. court test and has become a naturalized U.S. citAll are encouraged to explore izen. She wrote: “ My name is Farzaneh Zamani
this information hub. If you have and I am from Iran. I was a dentist in my country
questions or suggestions about and hope to work in the dental field here. I am so
the pages, please contact your happy now because I love living here. Thank you
ITTA, Carolyn.Quetzal@lausd.net. WVOC for helping me achieve my goal to become
an American citizen.”Congratulations Ms. Zamani!
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UPCOMING EVENT
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