Name: _____________________

Key Concept 1.1
Throughout the Paleolithic era, humans developed sophisticated technologies and adapted to
different geographical environments as they migrated from Africa to Eurasia, Australasia, and
the Americas.
I.

Archeological evidence indicates that during the Paleolithic era, hunterforager bands of
humans gradually migrated from their origin in East Africa to Eurasia, Australia, and the
Americas, adapting their technology and cultures to new climate regions

A. Humans developed
increasingly diverse
and sophisticated
tools— including
multiple uses of
fire—as they adapted
to new environments

Watch the video posted in Google Classroom “Map Shows How Humans Migrated Across the
Globe”. For each of the dates listed below, write the summary from the video that traces the
timeline of human migration.

●

200,000 years ago

●

70,000 years ago

●

60,000 years ago

●

50,000 years ago

●

40,000 years ago

●

35,000 years ago

●

25,000 years ago

●

15,000 years ago

●

12,000 years ago

Use the following two articles in Google Classroom to take notes on the following topics. When you
are done, answer the question.
● “Paleolithic technology, culture, and art” (Khan Academy)
● “Evidence that human ancestors used ﬁre one million years ago” (Science Daily)

Tools used by early
humans

B. People lived in small
groups that structured
social, economic, and
political activity.
These bands
exchanged people,
ideas, and goods.

Uses of fire

How did tools and the use
of fire reflect human
ability to adapt to new
environments?

Use pages 12-17 in your textbook to take notes on the following topics. (The pages are posted in
Google Classroom in case you do not have a textbook)

Characteristics of
Paleolithic Social
Structure

Characteristics of
Paleolithic Economy

Characteristics of
Paleolithic Political
Structure

Evidence of
intelligence and
creativity

Significance of the
Venus figurines

What can we learn from
cave paintings?

Key Places related to
Paleolithic Life

Historical Reasoning
Skill: Comparison

Do your own research to learn more about the significance of each of the following places. Your
notes do not need to be incredibly detailed, you just want to look at what historians would have
learned about early human history from each place.

Natufian society

Jomon society

Cave Painting in
Lascaux, France

Cave Paintings in
Altamira, Sprain

Chinook society

Read the article “Hunter-Gatherers (Foragers)” that is posted in Google Classroom. In the space
below, write a paragraph comparing modern hunter-gathering societies with those of the Paleolithic
era.

Key Concept 1.2
Beginning about 10,000 years ago, some human communities adopted sedentism and
agriculture, while others pursued hunter-forager or pastoralist lifestyles—different pathways
that had significant social and demographic ramifications.
I.

The Neolithic Revolution led to the development of more complex economic and social systems

A. Possibly as a
response to climatic
change, permanent
agricultural villages
emerged first in the
lands of the eastern
Mediterranean.
Agriculture emerged
independently in...

Use pages 18-22 in your textbook to describe WHERE each of the following regions is located (do
not use country names, instead focus on geographic features they are near), and approximately
WHEN agriculture developed in that region.

Mesopotamia

Nile River Valley

Sub-Saharan Africa

Indus River Valley

Yellow River (Huang He
River) Valley

Papua New Guinea

Mesoamerica

The Andes

B. People in each region
domesticated locally
available plants and
animals.

C. Pastoralism
developed in
Afro–Eurasian
grasslands, affecting
the environment in a
variety of ways.

Use pages 18-22 in your textbook to list the specific plants and animals that were domesticated in
each region.

Mesopotamia

Nile River Valley

Sub-Saharan Africa

Indus River Valley

Yellow River (Huang He
River) Valley

Papua New Guinea

Mesoamerica

The Andes

Use the website link for “Patterns of Subsistence: Pastoralism” that is posted in Google Classroom
to complete this section.

Define PASTORALISM.

How did pastoralists impact the environment?

D. Agricultural
communities had to
work cooperatively to
clear land and create
the water control
systems needed for
crop production,
drastically affecting
environmental
diversity

Use the website link for “Water Crisis and Control in Human History” that is posted in Google
Classroom to complete this section about water control systems.
(just the section about the Neolithic Revolution unless you are curious about the rest).

Why were water control
systems necessary?

What examples of water
control systems are listed
in the article? Define them if

What was the benefit of
water control systems?

you don’t know what they are.

How did water control systems help bring about the
first civilizations?

How did one maintain
control over water
systems?

II.

Agriculture and pastoralism began to transform human societies.

A. Pastoralism and
agriculture led to
more reliable and
abundant food
supplies, which
increased the
population and led to
specialization of
labor, including new
classes of artisans
and warriors and the
development of elites.

Read the article “Social, political, and environmental characteristics of early civilizations” (Khan
Academy) in Google Classroom. Summarize the key ideas from each of the following sections
using specific examples as much as possible.

A New Social Order

Larger Social Group
Formation

Formation of
Governments and
Social Classes

Read pages 23-25 in your textbook and take notes on each of the following topics related to
Neolithic society. Use specific examples whenever possible.

Specialization of Labor

Pottery

Metalworking

Textile Production

B. Technological
innovations led to
improvements in
agricultural
production, trade, and
transportation.

C. Patriarchal forms of
social organization
developed in both
pastoralist and
agrarian societies.

Social Distinctions

Religious Values

Use the links provided in Google Classroom to discover uses of pottery and wheels (illustrative
examples from the College Board). How would they have improved early civilizations?

POTTERY

WHEELS / WHEELED VEHICLES

