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Bethlehem High School is a Christ-centered college preparatory
school built upon Catholic teachings that empowers students'
spiritual, academic, social and moral development.

SCHOLASTIC REQUIREMENTS
All students will take seven courses per semester. One half credit is granted for the successful
completion of a class for each semester.
To earn a diploma from Bethlehem High School, a student must earn 22 credits plus a Theology
credit for each year they attend Bethlehem. The total credits must include the following courses:

Subject Area

Number of Credits

Theology

4

English

4

Mathematics

4 (Must be enrolled in a math course each
year of high school)

Science

3

Social Studies

3 1/2

Health

1/2

Physical Education

1/2

History of Visual and Performing Arts

1/2

Performing Art (Art or Theatre)

1/2

Computer Applications

1/2

Theology

1 for each year student enrolled at Bethlehem

Students may choose electives for the remaining credits but should consider that 4-year
public universities in Kentucky require 2 years of study in foreign language for admission.

FRESHMAN PROGRAM OF STUDIES
The freshman program of studies is designed to give students a strong foundation in core content
courses and a good start in completing many of the requirements for a diploma.
Yearlong Courses
❏ Theology I-The Revelation of Jesus Christ in Scripture/Who is Jesus Christ?
❏ Integrated Science
❏ English-Honors or College Bound
❏ Math-Algebra 1 or Algebra II
❏ Foreign Language*-French I or Spanish I
1 Semester Courses
❏ World Geography
❏ Computer Applications
❏ Health
❏ P.E.
*Some students may be encouraged to postpone the study of foreign language and take Learning
Lab. Eligible students would have been contacted before registration.

SOPHOMORE PROGRAM OF STUDIES
The sophomore program is designed to continue the strong core content foundation established in
the freshman year coupled with the completion of state university requirements in foreign language
and the state of Kentucky’s Humanities course requirement.
❏ Theology II-The Mission of Jesus Christ/Jesus Christ’s Mission Continues in the Church
❏ Biology
❏ World Civilizations
❏ English-Honors English II or College Bound English II
❏ Math-Algebra II or Geometry
❏ Foreign Language-French II or Spanish II
❏ Humanities-History of Visual Arts with Art Design or Theatre Arts

JUNIOR PROGRAM OF STUDIES
The junior program continues with a solid foundation in the core content but allows students to
begin to focus on areas of personal or vocational interests with the choice of two electives.
❏ Theology III-Sacraments as Privileged Encounters with Christ Life in Jesus Christ
❏ Chemistry
❏ Social Studies-U.S. History or AP U.S. History
❏ English-AP Language and Composition or College Bound English III
❏ Math-Geometry or Pre-Calculus
❏ 2 Electives
Suggested Elective: American Government and Economics or AP Government & Politics must be
completed before graduation

Elective Choices

Credit

Quality Points

Accounting I

1

3

American Government

.5

3

AP Comp Science Principles

1

5

AP Psychology

1

5

AP Government and Politics

1

5

Art II

1

3

Broadcasting

.5 or 1

3

Career and College Guidance

.5

3

Digital Photography

.5

3

Economics

.5

3

French I or II

1

3

French III

1

4

Photoshop

.5

3

History Visual Arts

.5

3

Intro to Art Design

.5

3

Learning Lab III

1

3

Marketing Principles

.5

3

Physics

1

4

Spanish I or II

1

3

Spanish III

1

4

Strength/Conditioning

.5

3

Team Sports

.5

3

Theater Arts, Improvisation

.5

3

Photoshop, a junior/senior elective helps
students improve their eye for design, enhances
their use of technology and allows them to
explore career interests.

SENIOR PROGRAM OF STUDIES
The senior program of studies allows for students to specialize based on their strengths and personal or
vocational interests. Students have opportunities to earn college credit through the selection of dual credit
courses and Advanced Placement courses and the opportunity to become certified in a skilled trade through
the Nelson County Area Technology center.

❏ Theology IV-Living as a Disciple of Jesus Christ in Society History of the Catholic Church
❏ English-AP Literature or College Bound English IV
❏ Mathematics-College Level Algebra and Trigonometry or AP Calculus
❏ Social Studies-American Government and Economics are required courses. (Students may
have taken these earlier in their program. AP Government and Politics or AP Comparative
Government substitute for these courses.)
❏ 3-4 Electives

Senior Elective Courses

Credit

Quality Points

Accounting I

1

3

Advanced Art Studio (Art 3)

1

3

American Government

.5

3

Anatomy & Physiology

.5

4

AP Biology

1

5

AP Calculus

1

5

AP Computer Science Principles

1

5

AP Government and Politics

1

5

AP Psychology

1

5

Art II

1

3

Biochemistry

.5

4

Broadcasting

.5 or 1

3

Career and College Guidance

.5

3

College Level Algebra

.5

4, Dual Credit

College Level Trigonometry

.5

4, Dual Credit

Digital Photography

.5 Prerequisite, Photoshop

3

Economics

.5

3

Environmental Science

.5

3

Forensic Science

.5

3

French III or IV

1

4

History Visual Arts

.5

3

Intro to Art Design

.5

3

Learning Lab IV

1

3

Marketing Principles

.5

3

Organic Chemistry

.5

4

Photoshop

.5

3

Physics

1

4

Pre-Calculus

1

4

Spanish III or IV

1

4

Strength/Conditioning

.5

3

Team Sports

.5

3

Theater Arts, Improvisation

.5

3

Yearbook

1

3

Students may also choose to take 2 electives at the Nelson Area Technology Center. Courses are
offered in healthcare, welding, carpentry, computer aided drafting, informational technology,
electricity, HVAC, and automotive.
In addition, online courses through Western Kentucky University are available for dual credit.

ART
Introduction to Art Design (Required if not
enrolled in Theatre Arts)
(1 semester, 1⁄2 credit, 3 pts.)
Grades 10, 11, 12
This semester course will introduce students to
the fundamentals of traditional art composition
and design. Project oriented lessons that deal
with the basic design elements and design
principles will be introduced and explored.
Students will be introduced to classical drawing
techniques and a variety of art materials. The
class format includes lecture and studio work.
Art II or Art Studio III (Elective)
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 3 pts.)
Grades 11, 12

This year-long course is designed to build upon
and increase the student’s knowledge of the
elements and principles of design. Application
of art material and the dynamics of art process
will be emphasized. This class is project
oriented with a goal of developing individual
styles while exploring and emulating art
masters from history.

Photoshop (Elective)
(1 semester, 1⁄2 credit, 3 pts.)
Grades 11, 12
This course will serve as an introduction to the
environment of Computer Graphic Design and
the principles of composition and layout. The
students will learn to manipulate the software
Adobe Photoshop in conjunction with other
digital formats such as scanners, printers and
digital cameras. It is recommended that this
class be paired with Digital Photography.
Digital Photography (Elective)
(1 semester, 1⁄2 credit, 3 pts.)
Grades 11, 12
Prerequisite: Photoshop
Thiscoursewillfocusonthefundamentalaspects
of photography in combination with the editing
qualities of Photoshop. Photography issues
dealing with portraits, action photography,
photojournalism, landscapes and animal
portraits will be explored. The course will be
project oriented with photo assignments. A
digital camera or access to one is required.

Students in Digital Photography learn to
compose still lifes using proven design
techniques.

BUSINESS/TECHNOLOGY
Computer Applications (Required)
(1 semester, 1⁄2 credit, 3 pts.)
Grade 9 (Required)
This course is designed to prepare students
with a working knowledge of the computer
tools that they will utilize in their coursework at
Bethlehem. They will learn functions of current
software to aid in writing, spreadsheets,
databases, presentations, web design and
print design. They will be introduced to
procedures unique to Bethlehem such as
accessing Google Drive and PowerSchool.
Appropriate use of technology and Internet
safety are emphasized.
Accounting (Elective)
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 3 pts.)
Grades 11, 12
The basic principles of accounting will be
covered with emphasis on the “why” of
accounting theory and procedures. This
course provides a preparation for the daily
recording of financial activities of a small or
medium- sized business and teaches the
students to interpret financial statements.
Completion of financial statements for a
simulated business partnership is required by
the end of the year.
Marketing Principles (Elective)
(1 semester, 1⁄2 credit, 3 pts.)
Grade 11, 12
Students find out what it takes to market a
product or service in today’s fast-paced
business environment. They learn the
fundamentals of marketing using real-world
business examples. They learn about buyer
behavior, marketing research principles,
demand analysis, distribution, financing,
pricing, and product management. They also
learn to create marketing materials.

AP Computer Science Principles (Elective)
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 5 pts.)
Prerequisite: Prior knowledge in computer
programming
AP® Computer Science Principles introduces
students to the central ideas of computer
science, instilling the ideas and practices of
computational thinking and inviting students to
understand how computing changes the
world. The rigorous course promotes deep
learning of computational content, develops
computational thinking skills, and engages
students in the creative aspects of the field.
The College Board evaluates the student
through a submission of artifacts throughout
the year and an end of the year multiple choice
exam.

Students who are interested in technology
courses can enhance their learning by
joining the Robotics team.

ENGLISH
College Bound English I - IV (Required if not
in Honors)
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 3 pts.)
Grades 9 - 12
The College Bound English courses are guided
by the CollegeBoard’s Springboard
curriculum. They are designed to inspire,
connect and prepare all students for college
and post-secondary success. The courses are
presented thematically, integrating the four
domains of English Language Arts Instruction:
Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening, and
Media Literacy. The courses emphasize the
strong connection between reading and
writing while providing grammar and
vocabulary in context. The freshman theme
focuses on Coming of Age, the sophomores
on Culture and Community, the juniors on the
American Experience, and the senior level on
Perspective.
Honors English I and II (Required if not in CB)
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 4 pts.)
Grade 9 and 10
Honors English courses are also guided by the
CollegeBoard’s Springboard curriculum. The
Honors courses are offered for students who
are already on track to meet the demands of
reading and writing at an Advanced Placement
course level. These course will have more
intensive reading and writing requirements and
move at a quicker pace. Admission is based
on standardized test scores and consultation
with previous teachers about performance in
class.

The focus for the sophomore year in
English is on cultural influence. These
students are displaying traditional Nigerian
dress while studying the novel, Things Fall
Apart.
Advanced Placement Composition and
Language (Required if not in CB)
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 5 pts.)
Grade 11
The AP course in English Language and
Composition engages students in becoming
skilled readers of prose written in a variety of
rhetorical contexts, and in becoming skilled
writers who compose for a variety of
purposes. Both their writing and their reading
should make students aware of the
interactions among a writer’s purposes,
audience expectations, and subjects as well
as the way generic conventions and the
resources of language contribute to
effectiveness in writing. Students will be
expected to take the College Board’s
Advanced Placement exam in May which may
result in college credit.

Advanced Placement Literature and
Composition (Required if not in CB)
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 5 pts.)
Grade 12
The AP English Literature and Composition
course is designed to engage students in the
careful reading and critical analysis of
literature. Novels and plays will be emphasized
but other genres such as short stories and
poetry will also be covered. Students will read
works from the American, British and World
Literature canon. Though there will be quizzes
and tests, discussions using the Socratic
Method will be emphasized. Students will write
interpretive, analytical and argumentative
essays on the works they read. Students will
be expected to take the CollegeBoard’s AP
exam in May which may result in college
credit.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE
Students may choose electives for the
remaining credits but should consider that
four-year public universities in Kentucky
require two years of study in foreign language
for admission.
French I
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 3 pts.)
Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
This course is designed to teach efficient
communication skills that enable every student
to engage in basic day to day conversations in
French. This course also broadens the
students’ awareness of the world in which they
live and asserts their confidence in
interpersonal exchange. Emphasis is placed
on four basic communication skills: listening,
speaking, reading and writing.

Students in French use their cultural knowledge and
skills in service beyond the classroom. Each year,
the students Christmas carol at local long-term care
homes and, this year, French students offered
lavender flower scented pouches with bilingual
notes to elderly residents.

French II
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 3 pts.)
Grades 10, 11, 12
Prerequisite: French I
An intermediate level course which expands
the student’s communication skills developed
in the first year of studying the language. It
also further explores aspects of the French
culture.
French III
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 4 pts.)
Grades 11, 12
Prerequisite: French II
This course reinforces acquired grammar and
develops new vocabulary through a variety of
communications activities based on everyday
situations. Departmental approval is required.
French IV
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 4 pts.)
Grade 12
Prerequisite: French III
This course provides an opportunity to perfect
communications skills by a variety of methods
built around a closer study of French literature
and history. Departmental approval is required.

Students in foreign language study
showcase their skills by learning the Mass
parts and serving in music ministry on
either the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
for Spanish students or the Feast of Our
Lady of Lourdes for French students.

Spanish I
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 3 pts.)
Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
This course focuses on Spanish conversation.
Students are engaged in conversation from the
very start. They will learn how to carry on
casual conversations, give commands,
express likes and dislikes, order food, and talk
about the weather and seasons. They will pray
The Our Father, Hail Mary, and grace before
meals in Spanish. Through practice and
repetition, not memorizing, students will begin
their journey to being bilingual.

Students in foreign language take the
National Foreign Language exam to
compare their progress against students
nationwide. Students may earn a gold,
silver or bronze recognition.
Spanish II
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 3 pts.)
Grades 10, 11, 12
Prerequisite: Spanish I
This course continues to focus on Spanish
conversation. The ultimate goal is to succeed
in communicating in an increasingly diverse
environment and demanding world market.
Therefore, students will continue to build their
communication skills. The past tenses,
affirmative and negative commands, and verb
use will be refined. Class is conducted
primarily in Spanish.

Spanish III
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 4 pts.)
Grades 11, 12
Prerequisite: Spanish II
This course continues to reinforce acquired
communication skills. It is actively based on
everyday situations. Students will succeed at
presenting more in-depth and lengthy
dialogues. A variety of different and irregular
verb tenses will be studied. Spanish short
stories and novels of interest will be read and
discussed. Spanish is the primary language
spoken in this course. Departmental approval
is required.
Spanish IV
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 4 pts.)
Grade 12
Prerequisite: Spanish III
This course provides an opportunity to perfect
communication skills through a variety of
activities that require a more specific and
worldly vocabulary. Class is spoken almost
entirely in Spanish. Students will read Spanish
short stories, novels, and articles and discuss
them in small groups. Presentations will be
more lengthy and intricate. Departmental
approval is required.

HUMANITIES
History and Appreciation of the Visual and
Performing Arts (Required)
(1 semester, 1⁄2 credit, 3 pts.)
Grades 10, 11, 12
Humanities is the field of integrated disciplines
that explores and strives to understand human
reality. Such disciplines include history,
literature, philosophy, religion as well as the
visual and performing arts. Students will
become familiar with the different forms of art
that exist as well as their evolution in a human
perspective.
Humanities students

Art and Humanities students look forward
to the annual field trip to the Cincinnati Art
Museum, the Contemporary Museum, the
Krohn Conservatory and, of course, the
Netherland Plaza for lunch.
Theatre Arts, Improvisation and Acting
(Required if not enrolled in Art)
(1 semester, 1⁄2 credit, 3 pts.)
Grades 10, 11, 12
Emphasis will be on theatre games,
improvisation, movement, voice/diction, and
acting techniques. In-class performance will
be required of all students. All students will be
expected to actively participate in the fall
production either as an actor or as a member
of the technical crew (set, props, costuming,
sound, lighting, or publicity.)

The focus in Visual and Performing Arts
this year has been on “The Human
Experience” and how we interact with one
another.

MATHEMATICS
Students must earn 4 credits of mathematics in
high school and must be enrolled in a
mathematics course each year of high school.
Algebra I
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 3 pts.)
Grade 9
Students will study algebraic concepts and
methods with an ongoing emphasis on critical
thinking skills and real-life applications. The
course is designed to meet high curriculum
standards for student success on college
entrance exams as well as all future studies in
mathematics. Topics include operations of real
numbers, solving, graphing, and analyzing
linear equations and inequalities, operations of
polynomial expressions, factoring, probability,
and properties of exponents.
Algebra II
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 3 pts.)
Grades 9, 10
Prerequisite: successful completion of
Algebra I
Students will study algebraic concepts and
methods with an ongoing emphasis on critical
thinking skills and real-life applications. The
course is designed to meet high curriculum
standards for student success on college
entrance exams and AP as well as all future
studies in mathematics. Topics include solving
systems of equations, properties of functions,
probability and data analysis, exponential and
logarithmic functions, and trigonometric ratios
and functions, matrices, complex numbers
and graphical approaches to algebra.

Students in Algebra use Systems of
equations to solve a math murder mystery
Geometry
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 3 pts.)
Grades 10, 11, 12
Prerequisite: Algebra I
Students will make conjectures and investigate
geometric situation. This course will begin with
the foundation of geometry, focusing on
inductive and deductive reasoning, logic,
concepts, and techniques of Euclidean plane
and solid geometry. Student will prove formally
and informally that their conclusion follows
logically from their hypothesis.
Transformations including rotations, reflections
and translations and coordinate geometry will
be used to establish and verify geometric
relationships. Points, lines, planes, angles,
triangles, polygons, similarity and congruence,
circles, three dimensional geometry, area, and
volume will also be included. This course is
designed to meet high curriculum standards
for students success on college entrance
exams as well as all future studies in
mathematics.

Pre-Calculus
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 4 pts.)
Grades 10, 11, 12
Prerequisite: Algebra II and Geometry
This course is intended for students who plan
to take Advanced Placement Calculus. It
includes topics of Trigonometry and Analytic
Geometry and integrates additional work with
other functions including exponential and
logarithmic functions.
College Level Algebra
(MTH 111)
(1 semester, 1⁄2 credit, 4 pts.)
( 3 college hours)
Grade 11, 12
Prerequisite: Algebra II and Geometry)
This course is designed to teach students
reasoning and modeling strategies in solving
real-world problems. Students will study a wide
range of concepts and techniques designed to
strengthen these problem solving skills. This is
a college level course offered in partnership
with Campbellsville University.
College Level Trigonometry (MTH 112)
(1 semester, 1⁄2 credit, 4 pts.)
( 3 college hours)
Grade 11, 12
Prerequisite: Algebra II, Geometry, and
College Level Algebra
Trigonometric identities, laws of sines and
cosines, vectors, complex numbers, conic
sections, and polar coordinates are explored.
This is a college level course offered in
partnership with Campbellsville University.

Students used classroom made clinometers
to shoot nerf darts at various angles and
measure the parabolas forms. The majority
of seniors graduate with college credit from
either from a dual credit partnership from
WKU or by passing their AP exam in
Calculus. Online options are available in
Statistics and AP Calculus BC.
Advanced Placement Calculus
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 5 pts.)
Grade 12
Prerequisite: Algebra II, Geometry,
Pre-Calculus and Teacher Recommendation
This course is designed to teach students
reasoning and modeling with strategies in
solving real-world problems of a college level
calculus course. Students will study a wide
range of concepts and techniques designed to
strengthen these problem solving skills.
Students will be expected to take the College
Board AP exam which may result in college
credit.

MEDIA ARTS
Broadcasting (Elective)
(1 or 2 semesters)
(1⁄2 or 1 credit, 3 pts.)
Grades 11, 12
Through the production of the school news
program, Star News, students will develop
skills in writing, videography, broadcasting and
public speaking.

Students look forward to the weekly
student-produced broadcast of Star News.
Many of the segments also air on local
news channel PLG-13.

Yearbook (Elective)
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 3 pts.)
Grades 11, 12
In this course, students learn journalistic
techniques and computer programs in order to
produce the yearbook. Students will plan the
book, determine the theme and cover design,
complete sections devoted to student activities,
and manage book sales.

Students in both Yearbook and
Broadcasting develop marketable skills in
technology and communication by
producing products for authentic
audiences.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Physical Education (Required)
(1 semester, 1⁄2 credit, 3 pts.)
Grade 9
This course promotes and encourages lifelong
fitness through a wide variety of activities.
Personal fitness, team sport fundamentals,
flexibility, and fitness testing are emphasized.
Participation and effort are stressed, not
athletic skills or ability. This class satisfies the
state mandated requirement for physical
education.
Health (Required)
(1 semester, 1⁄2 credit, 3 pts.)
Grade 9
One semester of Health is a state requirement
for graduation. In Health, the students are
taught that “Wellness” includes physical,
mental, and social health. Healthy lifestyle
choices are emphasized, including diet,
exercise and the avoidance of drugs, alcohol,
and tobacco.

Strength and Conditioning (Elective)
(1 semester, 1⁄2 credit, 3 pts.)
Grades 11, 12
This is an interactive class designed to
enhance the strength, condition, diet and
overall physical and mental health of our
students. Through various physical activities,
such as weight lifting, running, and various
aerobic exercises, students will gain a better
understanding of how to take care of their
bodies and how daily exercise can promote a
healthy lifestyle both mentally and physically.
Team Sports

(Elective)

(1 semester, 1⁄2 credit, 3 pts.)
Grades 11, 12
This class consists of advanced activities that
focus on the inner workings of a number of
team sports. Skills and team play are
emphasized.

Besides freshman P.E. and upper level
electives in Strength and Conditioning and
Team Sports, students may participate in 12
school sports and intramural events such
as PowderPuff football or PowerPuff
volleyball.

SCIENCE
Integrated Science (Required)
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 3 pts.)
Grade 9
This is a hands-on, laboratory-centered,
performance-based course. The goal is to help
students understand the basic principles of
science a
 nd to use these concepts to solve
real world problems. Students will study
matter, energy, and the laws of motion. The
course maintains a traditional emphasis on
physical science while integrating physics,
chemistry, Earth science and space science.

Above: Integrated Science created solar
eclipse viewers so that they could video
record the event safely. This freshman
course emphasizes project-based learning.

Biology (Required)
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 3 pts.)
Grade 10
This course combines laboratory work, field
work, dissection, and information from a variety
of sources to present the major themes in
biology. Topics include cell biology, mitosis
and meiosis, photosynthesis, cellular
respiration, human anatomy and physiology,
genetics, biotechnology and evolution.
Chemistry (Required)
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 3 pts.)
Grades 10, 11
Students will study the concepts, facts,
formulas, and principles of basic chemistry.
Topics covered will include energy and matter,
atomic structure, chemical formulas and
bonding, chemical reactions, stoichiometry,
and chemical equilibrium.
Advanced Placement Biology (Elective)
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 5 pts.)
Grade 12
Prerequisites: Biology, Chemistry and prior
teacher’s recommendation
This course is for the dedicated, self-motivated
student seriously considering a major in
biology. It introduces some of the topics not
covered in the Introduction to Biology course,
such as microbiology and botany. Cell biology,
mitosis and meiosis, photosynthesis, cellular
respiration, and evolution are studied in much
greater detail, while biotechnology and
genetics are intensely explored. Extensive
laboratory work using state-of-the-art
technology is included. Students will be
expected to take the College Board AP exam
which may result in college credit.

Anatomy & Physiology (Elective)
(1 semester, 1⁄2 credit, 4 pts.)
Grade 12
Prerequisites: Biology and Chemistry
This one semester course includes detailed
study of the structures and functions of the
various cells, tissues, organs, and organ
systems of the human body, as well as the
diseases associated with those systems.
Extensive laboratory work, dissection, and
practicum examinations are included.

AP Biology students extracted DNA from
their own cheek cells, used the Polymerase
Chain Reaction to amplify the DNA in a
thermal cycler, and performed gel
electrophoresis to create a personal DNA
fingerprint. Students in AP courses have
the opportunity to earn college credit by
passing the end of course exam.
Besides learning the anatomical parts of
the body and all of the systems, anatomy
students discern a medical vocation by
practicing wound care and diagnosing
diseases through simulation activities.
Biochemistry (Elective)
(1 semester, 1⁄2 credit, 4 pts.)
Grade 12
Prerequisite: Chemistry
This class is an in-depth study of biochemical
compounds: carbohydrates, amino acids,
proteins, and nucleic acids. Chemical
metabolic pathways are studied. Students will
isolate and analyze these compounds in the
laboratory.

Environmental Science (Elective)
(1 semester, 1⁄2 credit, 3 pts.)
Grade 12
This course explores the aquatic, terrestrial,
and atmospheric systems of the Earth, as well
as the environmental impact of human actions
and populations on these systems.
Environmental issues will be examined and
extensive laboratory and field work will be
included.
Forensic Science (Elective)
(1 semester, ½ credit, 3 pts.)
Grade 12
Prerequisite: Chemistry
Forensic Science is the application of science
(chemistry, physics, and biology) to the
criminal and civil laws that are enforced by
police agencies in a criminal justice system. It
includes the investigation of fingerprinting,
fiber analysis, ballistics, arson, trace evidence
analysis, poisons, drugs, blood spatters, and
blood samples. Students are taught the proper
collection, preservation, and laboratory
analysis of
various
samples.
Students in
Forensic
Science
study blood
spatter
physics to
solve
crimes.

Organic Chemistry (Elective)
(1 semester, 1⁄2 credit, 4 pts.)
Grade 12
Prerequisite: Chemistry
This class is the study of organic compounds.
Emphasis is placed on the nomenclature of all
major organic compounds using the IUPAC
system. Students will learn to write reactions of
organic compounds. Advanced laboratory
techniques are introduced. Students will
synthesize and analyze these compounds.
Physics (Elective)
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 4 pts.)
Grade 11, 12
Prerequisites: Algebra II
Students will learn about the major concepts of
physics as they solve problems using the
scientific method, conduct research, use
scientific equipment, practice technical skills,
and analyze and draw conclusions from data
graphing, charting, and calculating. Some
topics to be discussed include velocity,
acceleration, forces, vectors, projectile motion,
circular motion, work, power, momentum, the
energy principles, temperature and heat,
magnetism, and waves. Students will conduct
experiments in the laboratory and write formal
lab reports.

Physics students test the power of the
hydraulic arm they made of cardboard.

SOCIAL STUDIES
World Geography (Required)
(1 semester, 1⁄2 credit, 3 pts.)
Grade 9
The primary focus of this course is to provide
the student with an understanding of the
physical world and the forces which shape it.
Major topics include landforms, bodies of
water, climate, agriculture, physical systems,
and the environment. Knowledge of the
physical world is used to explore relationships
among various cultures.
World Civilizations (Required)
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 3 pts.)
Grade 10
Students will be introduced to the major
civilizations of the world and study how their
government, value systems, economics, social
systems, art & architecture, technology, and
communication have shaped the modern
world.
U.S. History (Required if not in APUSH)
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 3 pts.)
Grade 11
This course is designed to explore the
significant concepts, personalities, and events
that have shaped the United States and its
evolving role in world affairs. Students will
study the philosophy, politics, economics,
social systems, art/architecture, technology,
and written communication that have been
instrumental in both the foundation and
development of the U.S. Civilization.

Advanced Placement U.S. History
(Required, if not in U.S.)
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 5 pts.)
Grades 11, 12
Prerequisite: Recommendation of World
Civilizations teacher)
This course is a survey of the history of the
United States from exploration, colonization,
formation and duration of nationhood.
Emphasis is placed on critical thinking skills,
evaluation and conclusion with prediction.
Students evaluate primary documents, look at
interpretation or historiography and write
numerous essays. Discussion questions will be
presented as a means for the student to reach
an understanding of the “conceptual” and
“thematic” history of U.S. culture. The course
requires a willingness on the part of the
student to devote considerable time to
reading, writing and study. Students will be
expected to take the College Board’s
Advanced Placement exam in May which may
result in college credit.
American Government (Required if not in AP
GoPo or AP CoGo)
(1 semester, 1⁄2 credit, 3 pts.)
Grades 10, 11, 12
Required
This course provides an overview of the
American Governmental system with emphasis
on national government and the relationships
among the three branches of government.

Economics (Required if not in AP GoPo or AP
CoGo)
(1 semester, 1⁄2 credit, 3 pts.)
Grade 11, 12
This course is designed to provide the student
with an understanding of the impact of
personal finance, economic growth,
governmental fiscal and monetary policies of
the U.S. system and other world economic
systems. This will empower students to make
sound financial decisions for life, and will be
based on the Dave Ramsey Financial Peace
school curriculum.
AP Government and Politics (Elective)
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 5 pts.)
Grades 11, 12
Students will study constitutional
underpinnings, civil liberties and civil rights,
political culture and socialization, citizen
participation and influence, political institutions
and policy making that are the foundation of
modern U.S. government and politics. This full
year course will substitute for the American
Government/ Economics course. Students will
be expected to take the College Board AP
exam which may result in college credit.

A co-curricular program partner to social
studies is the Kentucky Youth Assembly, an
experiential learning program in which
students serve as part of a model state
government. In the spring, students can
participate in the Kentucky United Nations
Assembly where students learn the process
of passing international resolutions.
AP Psychology (Elective)
(2 semester, 1 credit, 5 pts.)
Grades 11, 12
The AP Psychology course is designed to
introduce students to the systematic and
scientific study of the behavior and mental
processes of human beings and other animals.
Students are exposed to the psychological
facts, principles, and phenomena associated
with each of the major subfields within
psychology. They also learn about the ethics
and methods psychologists use in their
science and practice. Students will be
expected to take the College Board AP exam
which may result in college credit.

THEOLOGY
Theology I (Required)
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 3 pts.)
Part I-The Revelation of Jesus Christ in
Scripture
The purpose of this course is to give students a
general knowledge and appreciation of the
Sacred Scriptures. Through their study of the
Bible they will come to encounter the living
Word of God, Jesus Christ. In the course they
will learn about the Bible, authored by God
through Inspiration, and its value to people
throughout the world. They will learn how to
read the Bible and will become familiar with the
major sections of the Bible and the books
included in each section. The students will pay
particular attention to the gospels, where they
may grow to know and love Jesus Christ more
personally.
Part II-Who is Jesus Christ?
The purpose of this course is to introduce
students to the mystery of Jesus Christ, the
living Word of God, the Second Person of the
Blessed Trinity. Students will understand that
Jesus Christ is the ultimate Revelation to us
from God. In learning about who he is, the
students will also learn who he calls them to
be.

Theology II (Required)
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 3 pts.)
Part I-The Mission of Jesus Christ (The
Paschal Mystery)
The purpose of this course is to help students
understand all that God has done for us
through his Son, Jesus Christ. Through this
course of study, students will learn that for all
eternity, God has planned for us to share
eternal happiness with him, which is
accomplished through the redemption Christ
won for us. Students will learn that they share
in this redemption only in and through Jesus
Christ. They will also be introduced to what it
means to be a disciple of Christ.
Part II-Jesus Christ’s Mission Continues in the
Church
The purpose of this course is to help the
students understand that in and through the
Church they encounter the living Jesus Christ.
They will be introduced to the fact that the
Church was founded by Christ through the
Apostles, and is sustained by him through the
Holy Spirit. The students will come to know that
the Church is the living Body of Christ today.
The Body has both divine and human
elements. In this course, students will learn not
so much about events in the life of the Church
but about the sacred nature of the Church.

Theology III (Required)
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 3 pts.)

Theology IV (Required)
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 3 pts.)

Part I-Sacraments as Privileged Encounters
with Jesus Christ
The purpose of this semester’s coursework is
to help students understand that they can
encounter Christ today in a full and real way in
and through the sacraments, and especially
through the Eucharist. Students will examine
each of the sacraments in detail so as to learn
how they may encounter Christ throughout life.

Part I-Living as a Disciple of Jesus Christ in
Society
The purpose of this course is to introduce
students to the Church’s social teaching. In this
course, students are to learn how Christ’s
concern for others, especially the poor and
needy, is present today in the Church’s social
teaching and mission.

Part II-Life In Jesus Christ
The purpose of this semester’s coursework is
to help students understand that it is only
through Christ that they can fully live out God’s
plans for their lives. Students are to learn the
moral concepts and precepts that govern the
lives of Christ’s disciples.

Students studying Theology have the
opportunity to share their faith with other
teens at the The March for Life, Ignite Your
Torch, and the National Catholic Youth
Conferences.

Part II-History of the Catholic Church
The purpose of this course is to supply the
students with a general knowledge of the
Church’s history from apostolic times to the
present. They will be introduced to the fact that
the Church was founded by Christ through the
Apostles and is sustained by him throughout
history through the Holy Spirit. The students
will come to know that the Church is the living
Body of Christ today and, as such, has both
divine and human elements. In this course,
students will learn about the Church’s 2,000
years of history and about how the Church is
led and governed by the successors of the
Apostles.
Senior Theology Elective-The Spiritual
Masters
(1 semester, ½ credit, 3 pts.)
Students will learn basic practices of Catholic
spirituality from saints and spiritual masters of
the Church. We will study St. Augustine,
Thomas Aquinas, Thomas Merton, St. Pope
John Paul II, St. Benedict and many others as
we explore how to effectively evangelize, pray,
fast, and maintain spiritual peace. This unique,
one semester class will be team taught by all
three of our theology teachers and will
emphasize reading, writing, class discussion
and debate.

ACADEMIC SKILLS
PREPARATION
Learning Lab
(2 semesters, 1 credit, 3 pts.)
Prerequisite: Consultation with Learning Lab
Teacher and Dean of Academics
This class is designed for students with a
documented need for additional assistance
with organization, management, and study
skills. Areas of concern are remediated so that
students can keep the pace of a college
bound program. The small setting enables
each student to receive this additional support
to achieve success in their regular program of
studies.
Career and College Guidance
(1 semester, 1⁄2 credit, 3 pts.) Grades 11, 12
Students will explore career and college
options, learn how to apply for college
admissions and scholarships, and prepare for
standardized tests.

Students in Career and College Guidance
can expect to finish the course with a
resume, a professional portfolio, an
interview experience, a college acceptance
letter and a scholarship application
completed.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT PROGRAM
Advanced Placement (AP) courses are offered to qualified students
during the junior and senior years. Following guidelines established by
the College Board, these courses provide students with an accelerated
and in-depth examination of the subject area at a collegiate level.
Students enrolled in these courses are expected to take the AP
examinations offered each May. There are more than 2,500 universities
and colleges nationwide giving college credit and/or sophomore
placement for sufficiently high scores. There is a fee for each exam. The
AP courses offered are as follows:

AP Biology

AP Government and Politics

AP Psychology

AP Calculus

AP Language and Composition

AP U.S. History

AP Computer Science
Principles

AP Literature and Composition

To view how specific colleges and universities accept AP credit, view this link:
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/creditandplacement/search-credit-policies

DUAL CREDIT OPPORTUNITIES
Dual credit courses are ones in which students simultaneously earn high school and college credit
from the same course. Students have the opportunity to earn dual credit through Campbellsville
University for College Level Algebra and College Level Trigonometry. The credit can be transferred
to any public college or University in Kentucky and many private colleges as well. To enroll, students
must have a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or better. Registration to earn dual credit is handled after school
begins each semester. The cost of the course is estimated at $54 a credit hour. Algebra is 3 credits.
Trigonometry is 3 credits.
In addition, Bethlehem partners with Western Kentucky University for online courses. Students apply
as a dual credit student to WKU and register for the course. Course offerings are advertised the
semester prior and have limited enrollment. It’s important for interested students to enroll early. The
estimated fee is $54 a credit hour plus the cost of textbooks.
In recent years, the state legislature has approved funding for two dual credit courses for each
student.

NELSON COUNTY AREA TECHNOLOGY CENTER
Students have the opportunity to replace two electives their junior and senior years with course
offerings from the ATC. Courses are offered in welding, automotive, health care, information
technology, electric technology, computer aided drafting, and heating and air. All programs lead to a
certification after two years, and students have the opportunity to get work based learning credit in
the fourth semester of the program. Students in these programs will still be able to meet all of the
criteria for high school graduation and college admission.
These seniors completed their
certification in Automotive Technology
in only one year at the NCATC. They
are certified to work in an automotive
shop for oil changes and light repair.

ACADEMIC POLICIES
CLASS RANK/QUALITY POINT INDEX
A quality point index is used to determine where students are ranked in the class in relation to their
classmates. Class rank is requested by colleges for admissions consideration. Class rank also
determines which students are recognized as Valedictorian, Salutatorian or Honor Graduate.
Students will receive the distinction of Honor graduate if they have a cumulative GPA of 3.5 at the
end of their senior year and are in the top 25% of their graduating class in total quality points.
Courses are assigned numerical values according to the degree of difficulty, the depth of the subject
matter, and the requirements of the course. The Quality Point Index multiplies the assigned value of
the course by the letter grade earned in the course to establish total quality points. All courses are
assigned 3 points with the exception of Dual Credit, Honors and some upper level electives which
are worth 4 points, and Advanced Placement courses which are worth 5 points.
Students will not be able to count more quality points than the maximum allowable based on the
courses in the Program of Studies. For example: If a student takes a pre-approved AP course online
in addition to every AP course offered in the Program of Studies, the quality points will be adjusted
so as not to exceed the number of points offered to all students.
Letter Grade Value

Point Value

A

4 points

B

3 points

C

2 points

D

1 point

Course Level

Quality Point Value

Advanced Placement Courses

5

Dual Credit/Honors Courses/
Some Upper Level Electives

4

Required Courses and Most Elective Courses

3

Examples:
A student earning a B in Integrated Science would earn 9 points toward class rank:
B (3) x Science (3) = 9
A student earning a C in Dual Credit Trigonometry would earn 8 points toward class rank:
C (2) x Trigonometry (4) = 8

VALEDICTORIAN/SALUTATORIAN/HONOR GRADUATES
The student(s) ranked #1 under the quality point system will be considered the valedictorian(s) of the
class. Student(s) ranked #2 will be considered salutatorian(s). At least 50% of a student’s
coursework must be completed at Bethlehem to earn valedictorian or salutatorian recognition.
Students will receive the distinction of Honor Graduate if they are in the top 25% of seniors in total
quality points.
REPORT CARDS
The scholastic progress of each student is evaluated and reported at the end of each of the four
school quarters. The first and third quarter reports are progress reports and allow the teachers to
communicate with students and their parents about academic progress. The second and fourth
report cards are end of the semester report cards and indicate whether or not a student has earned
a credit in a course and reports the grade earned. This credit will be recorded on the student’s
transcript, and the grade will be used to calculate the student’s official Grade Point Average and
Cumulative GPA. Parents may monitor their student’s progress at any time by logging in to
PowerSchool.
GRADING SCALE
A | 90-100
B | 80-89
C | 70-79
D | 60-69
F | 59
DROP POLICY
Students may not drop a class after ten class periods. Dropping a class is dependent on another
class being available to take its place in the student schedule. Students must be enrolled in 7
Periods.
HONOR ROLL
At the end of each quarter, the Honor Roll is prepared and published on our website and in the
school. The “A” Honor Roll requires the student to obtain an “A” in each subject. The “A-B” Honor
Roll requires the student to obtain at least a “B” in each subject. Students on the honor roll the first
three quarters will be recognized on Awards Day by “lettering” in academics.
ADVANCEMENT TO THE NEXT GRADE
At the conclusion of each school year, all student academic records will be reviewed to determine if
sufficient progress is being made toward meeting the graduation requirements. Students must have
earned at least 5.5 credits to be considered a sophomore, at least 12 credits to be considered a
junior, and at least 19 credits to be considered a senior.

ELIGIBILITY
A student must be passing in at least six subjects to be eligible for participation in any sport,
extracurricular activity or field trip. Grade checks are conducted each week.
OUTSIDE COURSEWORK
Students are sometimes encouraged to make up credits through online or independent study
programs. These allowances are generally for remediation purposes only. Bethlehem does not
typically grant credit toward a diploma from outside institutions except in the case of transfer
students. Any exceptions to this policy must be pre-approved by the principal or Dean of
Academics.
KENTUCKY EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP
KEES, Kentucky’s merit-based scholarship administered by the Kentucky Higher Education
Assistance Authority, is available to eligible students based on their high school grades and highest
ACT score. Students must have an annual 2.50 or better GPA for the base amount of the
scholarship and a 15 or higher ACT (or equivalent SAT) score for the bonus award.
Students can earn up to $2,500 that can be applied to their college costs each year within the state
of Kentucky. Students do not need to apply for the scholarship; Bethlehem will provide information
about eligible students to the Kentucky Department of Education. The Department will compile and
forward the student data to KHEAA, and KHEAA will send award notifications to students after the
end of each school year. Grades earned in dual credit and Advanced Placement courses are
reported to KEES on a 5.0 scale.

