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MISSISSIPPI LEGISLATURE
2017 Regular Session
To: Education
By: Senator(s) Hill, Barnett, Blackwell, Chassaniol, Dearing,
Fillingane, Harkins, Hudson, Jackson (11th), Jolly, Kirby, Massey,
McDaniel, Parker, Seymour, Turner-Ford, Watson, Witherspoon, Younger
Senate Bill 2273
(As Sent to Governor)
AN ACT TO REQUIRE THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION TO ENSURE INSTRUCTION IN
CURSIVE WRITING AS A PART OF THE BASIC ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
CURRICULUM; TO EXEMPT THE MISSISSIPPI SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND AND THE
MISSISSIPPI SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF FROM THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT; AND FOR
RELATED PURPOSES.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI:
SECTION 1.

The State Board of Education is authorized and directed

to require all public school districts to meet the following elementary
education curriculum standard:

The standard course of study shall

include the requirement that the public schools provide instruction in
cursive reading and writing, implemented across the curriculum, so that
students create readable documents through legible cursive handwriting
by the end of the fifth grade, and that students pass with proficiency a
teacher-constructed test demonstrating the students competency in both
reading and writing cursive.

This requirement shall be applicable

beginning with the 2018-2019 school year.

The provisions of this

section shall not be applicable to the Mississippi School for the Blind
and the Mississippi School for the Deaf.
SECTION 2.

This act shall take effect and be in force from and

after July 1, 2017.

STANDARDS ALIGNMENT
Within Mississippi College- and Career-Readiness Standards for English Language Arts, teachers will
find the following standards for handwriting and cursive writing:

Language Grade 2 through Grade 8
Conventions of Standard English
L.2.1
L.3.1
L.4.1
L.5.1
L.6.1
L.7.1
L.8.1

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar
and usage when writing (printing, cursive, or keyboarding) or speaking.

As teachers and schools develop instructional plans for teaching cursive writing, schools should be
sure that teachers:
• Maintain a daily schedule for instruction, modeling, and practice
• Find opportunities across the content areas to practice cursive writing skills

INTRODUCTION
In an effort to require public schools to implement instruction pertaining to cursive writing, the
Mississippi Legislature passed Senate Bill 2273, which became effective on July 1, 2017. The legislation
authorized and directed the State Board of Education to require all public school districts to meet the
following elementary education curriculum standard:
The standard course of study shall include the requirement that the public schools provide
instruction in cursive reading and writing, implemented across the curriculum, so that students
create readable documents through legible cursive handwriting by the end of the fifth grade, and
that students pass with proficiency a teacher-constructed test demonstrating the students
competency in both reading and writing cursive. This requirement shall be applicable beginning
with the 2018-2019 school year. The provisions of this section shall not be applicable to the
Mississippi School for the Blind and the Mississippi School for the Deaf.

INSTRUCTION AND ASSESSMENT
 Goals: 1) Students will create readable documents through
legible cursive handwriting by the end of the fifth
grade.
2) Students will pass with proficiency a teacherconstructed test demonstrating the students
competency in both reading and writing cursive.
 Grade levels of instruction (second to fifth grades)
 Grade level of test administration (fifth grade)
 Assessment criteria
1) -An assessment will be administered at the end
of fifth grade
2) -A rubric will be used to help determine cursive reading/
writing proficiency.
 Cursive reading/writing requirements will be communicated to
parents (letter, meetings, website, etc.)
 Writing resources will be aligned to the standards (Language Grades 2
through 8)
 Resources utilized will be:
-Program: Zaner Bloser
-Assessment: Teacher Constructed Test

(Sample)

Not
Mastered

Indicators

In
Progress

Forms capital letters correctly

Forms lower case letters
correctly
Uses appropriate spacing
between letters and words
Writes legibly in written work

Reads and understands
cursive

Scoring:
M
IP

Displays indicator consistently (Mastered)
Shows some evidence of indicator (In Progress)

NM

Shows minimal or no evidence of indicator (Not Mastered)

Mastered

(Sample)

Dear BSD Family,
This year our district will be using the Zaner-Bloser Handwriting program starting in grades two thru five.
Recent research shows that handwriting instruction helps improve children’s reading and writing skills. For over
70 years, the Zaner-Bloser Handwriting program has been the most widely-used and classroom-tested program
in the United States.
Our second grade program will cover all uppercase and lowercase letters as well as the numerals 1-10. During
the first part of the year, students will practice manuscript letters. Later, teachers will introduce children to
cursive letters. The focus will be on legibility, paying special attention to the shape and size of each letter, as well
as spacing between them. Along the way students will practice writing quickly and neatly-skills that will help
children throughout their academic career.
In an effort to require public schools to implement instruction pertaining to cursive writing, the Mississippi
Legislature passed Senate Bill 2273, which became effective on July 1, 2017. The legislation authorized and
directed the State Board of Education to require all public school districts to meet the following elementary
education curriculum standard:
The standard course of study shall include the requirement that the public schools provide
instruction in cursive reading and writing, implemented across the curriculum, so that
students create readable documents through legible cursive handwriting by the end of the
fifth grade, and that students pass with proficiency a teacher-constructed test
demonstrating the students’ competency in both reading and writing cursive. This
requirement shall be applicable beginning with the 2018-2019 school year.
If you would like to learn more about Zaner-Bloser Handwriting, you can visit them on the web at
www.zaner-bloser.com.

Sincerely,

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS AND TEACHING PRACTICES

