WEEK of 09 SEPTEMBER 2018
The Cathedral HS community buried two young alumni last week. We regularly pray for the repose of
our aged alumni and it’s right that we should do so. We struggle; however, to make sense of the death
of someone so young. Their passing is a bitter reminder that our students are not invincible and that life
can sometimes be overwhelming.
Rather than be wracked by regret of slights unforgiven or things unsaid, let us commit to be fully present
to our students and family. Let us make use of the day and the boundless opportunities which God has
given us.
PRAYER INTENTIONS for:












The peace and prosperity for the people of Mexico;
Aaron Cobos, his family, and those who are caring for him in El Paso;
In thanksgiving for our generous benefactors who make our ministry possible;
The needs of our faculty and students this week;
Our young men to consider a life of service to God’s people as a Brother, priest or deacon;
In thanksgiving for our friends, alumni, and families;
Our nation to accept Christ’s challenge to welcome the stranger and for families seeking asylum;
Those in need of healing especially students Derek Andrade, Zach Deitch, Edwin Osorno, Nate
Aguilar, and Nick Veytia, Raul Natividad ’98 (recovering from a motorcycle accident); those
fighting cancer (Brother Robb Wallace, alumnus John Armendariz, Mima Sofia Higuera, Rosa
Maria Sosa, alumnus Javier Olmos); those recovering from sexual abuse; and for those struggling
with mental illness;
The repose of the soul of Becky Hermosillo, mother of Dr. Richard Hermosillo ‘04, and the
consolation of her family;
Families in mourning; especially the Medrano, Saenz and Tamez families.

KUDOS and THANKS:
Thank you to our senior counselor, Ms. Torres, for organizing our Senior Parent College Night. It was
very well attended and most informative. We give a shout out to the Wells Fargo representative who
gave valuable information about funding a college education. We’re grateful to Mr. Sanchez for hosting.
I’d like to share part of an email from a freshman at the US
Naval Academy: “Before I left to the Academy, I truly desired to
thank the Brothers alongside Mr. O. and other members of the
staff. The reason being is that I am truly grateful for all the hard
work you all have done for my class and other classes. A couple
of weeks ago I finished Plebe Summer (Naval Academy
indoctrination period) and I have been looking for the
opportunity to send this email. Please send my thanks to the
staff. This is my third week and the academics have been brutal
thus far yet I do not feel truly lost like others. I realize that
being teachers, mentors, advisors, and everything else in
between is extremely challenging and I feel like a simple “thank you” is always owed - especially to those

who have done so much for us. Please send my regards to those who are appropriate. Victor Gallardo
‘18”
Kudos to Mr. Espinoza, Dr. Casas and Ms. Torres for organizing our first blended SAT Prep course for
upperclassmen. This first cohort focused on seniors applying for early admission to university.
Information on future cohorts will be sent to parents. The cost is only $100 for a live four-hour session
on test taking skills and an initial assessment to identify specific areas for growth. For the next month,
students will be able to access online practice SAT tests tailored to them.
We give thanks to God for the lives of those who celebrate their birthdays this week:
 Monday, 10 September: Matthew Montes
 Tuesday, 11 September: Christian Silva, Jacob Janczak,
Byron Martinez
 Wednesday, 12 September: Alan Jimenez Flores
 Thursday, 13 September: Jorge Magana
 Friday, 14 September: Andre Melendez
 Saturday, 15 September: Bernardo Barnett
 Sunday, 16 September: Dr. Robleto
NEWS YOU NEED:
Ms. Torres, college counselor, with Dr. Casas

We are making a change on the calendar for Spring Break
2018. To facilitate athletics and having our break match other districts, we are moving it to March 18 –
22, 2018.
Cake donations sought: Volunteer mothers run a dessert table at the annual Tamalada fundraising
dinner. Guests give donations for coffee and a slice of cake (or the whole cake). Last year the dessert
station raised enough money to cover a whole Alumni Association scholarship.!
 Donations can be dropped off at the Attendance office on Thursday (27 September) or Friday
(28 September).
 Contact Lili Negrete at 915-740-9255 if you have any questions.
 The Tamalada is a wonderful tradition at CHS. Everyone is welcome to come enjoy a hearty
meal, great music, and delightful company.
The Irish Cross Country team is selling tickets for a Full Serve Wash at Mister Car Wash. Tickets are only
$12.00 each. Reach out to a team runner or Coach Isaac Montoya. Proceeds will benefit travel to the
state meet in Waco this October.
We will be on Morning Assembly/Mass Schedule on Tuesday, 11 September, for a talk to the student
body by Mike Spencer of the Life Training Institute. The ministry of this organization is to motivate and
equip pro-life ambassadors to make the case for life. The presentation will begin at 8:20 AM. (Please
note the change in time.) Families are welcome to join us. You can learn more about Mr. Spencer at
www.prolifemike.com/.
 We will be on Morning Assembly Schedule.
There will be class level meetings for faculty after school on Tuesday in the Vandenburg Library from
3:05 to 3:30 PM.

All freshmen, sophomore and juniors will be taking the Iowa or ITED exam on Wednesday, 12
September, beginning at 8:05 AM. These are nationally normed standardized tests which offer
educators a diagnostic look at how their students are progressing in key academic areas. Because it is
standardized, it is vital that your son be on time to begin testing. Please be sure that they get sufficient
rest the night before and a good breakfast the morning of the exam.
 Regular uniform is to be worn and dismissal is at the regular time.
 Seniors will spend the day at UT El Paso.
College Night for juniors and parents will be on Wednesday, 12 September, at 5:30 PM in the Guereca
Auditorium. Junior counselor Ms. Torres will discuss the importance of PSAT, SAT, ACT testing, and ways
that CHS can help your son prepare for these. Goals for junior year will also be outlined.
We had to postpone our all-school Mass scheduled for Thursday due to a diocesan meeting for all
priests which conflicts with it. We will be in regular uniform and regular schedule.
Dr. Martha Casas will be available to assist interested students
with SAT prep in English on Thursday after school in the
Vandenburg Library. This is a free service; students do not need to
be enrolled in our SAT prep class to get her help. We’re blessed
with the volunteer services of Dr. Casas, a retired Professor of
Education from UT El Paso.

Proud dad and Alumni Scholar

Brother Nick will be off campus on Thursday to attend the
monthly meeting of Diocesan Principals. Saint Matthew Catholic
School will host the gathering.

Sunday is 16 September, the Mexican Day of Independence celebration. The grito is renacted at the
zocalo in the capital and celebrations are held throughout the country. Please be safe!
Looking ahead:
Mothers gather together on the third Thursday of every month at 2:30 PM to pray the rosary for our
students in the San Pedro Maldonado Chapel on the third floor. All are welcome to join them. The next
rosary will be on Thursday, 20 September.
The Tradition Ceremony will be on Wednesday, 26 September, at 5:30 PM in the Houghton MPB. The
senior class will formally welcome the freshmen class to the 93-year legacy of CHS.
 Family and alumni are welcome to join us.
 Justice-of-the-Peace-Elect Josh Herrera ’98 will be the alumni speaker.

ALUMNI and DEVELOPMENT:

The Alumni Association held its’ meeting for September with Brother
Javier Hansen, FSC as the speaker. Brother discussed the importance of
accompanying young people in their faith in these turbulent times. The
twenty Alumni Scholarship recipients were also presented to the
membership. Most of their parents were also in attendance.
 Please support the CHS Alumni Association’s upcoming
fundraising events during Homecoming Week. All funds raised
go to provide scholarships for students with demonstrated
need.
Homecoming 2018 will be on Friday, 28 September 2018.
 The day begins with the Irish Open Golf Tournament at the
beautiful and challenging Fort Bliss Underwood Golf Course
(3200 Coe Ave, Ft. Bliss). Onsite registration opens at 7:00 AM
with a shotgun start at 8:30 AM. The cost is $125 per player. For Alumni Mr. Portillo and Mr. Roe give out
certificates to Alumni Scholarship recipients
more assistance, contact Phil Pineda ’81 at 915-497-7280.
 The day will conclude with the annual Alumni Tamalada from
7:00 to 11:30 PM at the Houghton MPB on the CHS campus.
 Tamalada tickets are available at the CHS Office and Bookstore. They are $25.00 if you buy them
early and $30.00 at the door on the day of the event.
The next Irish Run 5K will be on Sunday, 21 October 2018. Since it close to Halloween, the race will be
called The Dead Man Run. (Costumes are encouraged!) Our student leaders will continue visiting
potential race sponsors. If you are interested in being a sponsor or donate anything in-kind, please
contact Brother Nick at ngonzalez80@cathedral-elpaso.org.
MEN OF IRON/MEN OF GOLD

The 2018-19 Alumni Scholars

