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Welcome New Cubs and Tigers!
The Kelly Miller Elementary School is so excited to welcome 53 new students! Welcome to the Royal Family!
We can’t wait to see how they will thrive academically and contribute to the arts in the community!
In partnership,
Mrs. Kathy R. Woodard, M.Ed., Principal
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KMES has a “Sweet” Time at Fall Family Festival



On Thursday, October 25, the Kelly Miller Elementary faculty and staff presented the first annual
Fall Arts Showcase and Family Fun Festival. The festival was created to provide an opportunity for the KMES
family to give a snapshot of the dynamic Arts Department. It also provided students, parents, faculty, staff
and the community with a safe place to fellowship and receive a few sweet treats.
The evening began with Ms. Terry Olivera, Parent Liaison, providing the audience with a captivating
presentation of the school's Title I Report. Immediately following the presentation, everyone was treated to
a standing room only concert which featured the full force of the Arts Department including: the KMES
Marching Band, the Cub Choir (CD-2nd), Tiger Tones Choir (3rd-6th), Royal Steppers, and the Honors Dance
Troupe. Our Art teacher, Ms. Nichell Ashley, provided the “spider web” backdrop for photo ops.
The evening did not end with those exhilarating performances, the parents and students were then
invited to participate in a sweets smorgasbord in which they traveled from class to class collecting treats as
they made their way through the entire building.

Many hugs were exchanged
and each face
exited the
building
with a
smile.
Harold D. Sturgis
Assistant Principal
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Fall Family Festival
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Our annual United Way fundraiser has officially kicked off. Fundraising
opportunities will be held through November 16, 2018. Parents please be
on the lookout for upcoming student service learning events. All United
Way proceeds collected are disbursed directly back to Fairfield County
through various community organizations.
United Way fights for the health, education, and financial stability of
every person in every community.

KMES faculty and staff celebrated
Principal Woodard on National Boss’s
Day! Thank you for everything you
do for Kelly Miller Elementary School!

Friday Concessions  Popcorn, snacks, and candy are sold on Fridays.

Don’t forget to bring your money! All of the profits stay here at Kelly Miller Elementary
and are invested back into our students and our school!
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FLU FACTS from Nurse Wells
The flu vaccine is a good idea for all families. It does not cause the flu and it helps keep kids and

parents from getting sick. Getting the flu is worse than having a cold and can make a person sick for
a week or more.
Babies younger than 6 months old can't get the vaccine, but if their parents, other caregivers, and
older kids in the household get it, that will help protect the baby. This is important because infants
are more at risk for serious complications from the flu.

Who Should Get the Flu Vaccine?
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends a flu vaccine for everyone 6
months of age and older.
But it's especially important for those who are at greater risk of developing health problems from the
flu, including:
●

all kids 6 months through 4 years old (babies younger than 6 months are also
considered high risk, but they cannot receive the flu vaccine)

●

anyone 65 years and older

●

all women who are pregnant, are considering pregnancy, have recently given
birth, or are breastfeeding during flu season

●

anyone whose immune system is weakened from medications or illnesses (like
HIV infection)

●

residents of long-term care facilities, such as nursing homes

●

anyone (adults, teens, and kids) with a chronic medical condition, such as
asthma

Vaccine shortages and delays sometimes happen, so check with your doctor about availability and
to see which vaccine is right for your kids.

KidsHealth, September 2018
Elana Pearl Ben-Joseph, MD
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School Counselor’s Corner
Mrs. Robin Shirley, School Counselor
Teaching Children Positive Friendship Skills
Throughout the month of November, students will be taught positive friendship skills. The foundations of
friendship begin at an early age and follows us throughout adulthood. It is imperative that social skills are
taught to our students while they are young. There are some great keys to positive friendship skills.
To develop good friendships, now and later, it is important children begin developing the following skills:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

●
●
●

Self-control: Being able to wait for what they want, using words to express their feelings rather
than acting disruptively or misbehaving, giving others a turn with toys.
Welcoming: Being able to approach and respond to others positively (example: with a smile
and greeting such as ‘hello’).
Assertiveness: Being able to say what they would like.
Consideration: Being able to say ‘please’ and ‘thank you’, taking turns, being able to lead and
follow what others want to do, being able to cooperate and share.
Play skills: Being willing to take part in games and make suggestions for play.
Communicating: talking and listening to others in a friendly way, saying something to start a
conversation.
Helping: Being willing to help others.
Prediction: Being able to understand how others might be feeling based on their behavior,
being able to predict how their behavior might affect others.
Thinking: Children should think about alternatives when things go wrong (e.g. if other children
want to play something different, thinking of whether to join them or find someone else to
play with).
Coping: Being able to respond to rejection, disappointment or disapproval without
experiencing too much distress or winning without gloating.
Empathy: Being able to respond to others’ feelings with understanding.
Flexibility: Being open to hearing or learning about other points of view or ways of doing
things.

It takes a long time to learn these skills and we continue to develop them well into adulthood. We can
help children develop these skills by being aware of what friendship and empathy skills they are
developing, playing with them and giving some gentle coaching when children are really struggling
with something. Children develop these skills through daily experiences. However, if you are aware of
them you can give a hand at moments when some help is needed.
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Literacy Coach’s Corner
Building Reading Stamina: Monthly tips for parents By: Reading Rockets
Reading stamina is a child's ability to focus and read independently for long-ish
periods of time without being distracted or without distracting others. Find out
how you can help your child develop reading stamina.
Having stamina for something means being able to stick with something for periods of time. This stamina,
or endurance, builds strength. Stamina can apply to lots of different areas, such as exercise or painting.
It can also apply to reading.
Teachers often think about a student's reading stamina. Reading stamina is a child's ability to focus and
read independently for long-ish periods of time without being distracted or without distracting others.
Reading stamina is something that parents can help students develop. Here's how:
1.
Vary the way the reading is done. Parents can think about this in terms of having their child
"read to himself, read to someone, and listen to reading." Some combination of the three should make up
the reading time, especially for new or struggling readers.
2.
Choose "just right" books. If your child is at a stage of being able to read alone, help him choose
books that he is able to read independently. This means he should be able to decode almost every word in
the book correctly. In this situation, avoid using books that are too difficult to read alone. If your child
will be reading with you, choose books that are lively and engaging.
3.
Set reasonable goals. Most toddlers and preschoolers find it difficult to sit for long periods of
time, even with the most engaging book! When starting out, limit book time to just a few minutes and
work up from there. For elementary aged readers, consider starting with 10-15 minutes of reading time,
and work up from there. Add a few minutes to your reading time every week or so.
4.
Celebrate progress. Without getting too caught up on the number of minutes spent reading,
celebrate the time that is spent reading. Share your favorite parts of books read, plan the next visit to
the library, and share progress with other family members.
Spending longer periods of time reading means fewer interruptions and more time reading what you love.
As your child moves into higher grades, having reading stamina will help your child navigate the longer
texts and assignments. Using these tips can help develop more stamina in your reader.

For more information, contact your Literacy Coach at Kelly Miller Elementary School.
Thank you,
Faith Jones
Literacy Coach
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From the Media Center
The Fall Book Fair begins Monday, November 5th, and runs through
Friday, November 9th. The Book Fair will stay open until 5:00 PM on
Wednesday, November 7th, and Thursday, November 8th.

Read Your Way to the Big Game!

Thank you and good luck to all of the students who have entered the Read Your Way To The Big Game contest!
Each student who enters the contest will receive a prize from the library media center. KMES has had great
participation so far and to encourage more readers the entry form submission deadline has been extended!
Clemson is currently in the lead and KMES has a bookshelf divided among our student fans!

The new deadline is Thursday, November 8th.
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Love Art?
Here is the opportunity to express yourself!
The Art Club meets after school every Wednesday until 4:30pm
beginning November 7th, 2018.
Hope to see you
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Thank you to the
Winnsboro Rotary
Club for donating
dictionaries to our
3rd grade scholars!
Contact Us
Kelly Miller ELementary School
255 Kelly Miller Rd.
Winnsboro, SC 29180
(803) 635-29161
www.kme.fairfield.k12.sc.us
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