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Frequently Called Phone Numbers
Administration
Superintendent
Assistant Superintendent
Pupil Personnel Services
Transportation Supervisor
Principal
Assistant Principals
Deans of Students
Athletic Director
School Psychologist
School Social Worker
Student Assistant Counselor
Principal’s Secretary
School Nurse/Clinic
Attendance Office
Main Office
Phone Directory

Dr. Philip Auger
Dr. Denise Mancieri
Dr. Kimberly Rothwell-Carson
Mr. John Horan
Dr. Barbara Morse
Mrs. Donna Sweet
Mr. Eric Anderson
Ms. Kathie DeLuca
Mr. Brad Martin
Mr. Dick Fossa
Ms. Paula Calitri
Mr. Matthew Hughes
Mrs. A.M. Finlay
Mrs. Linda Andrew
Mrs. Linda Twardowski
Mrs. Jenny DeBlois
Ms. Carole Taylor

Department Chairpersons
Careers
English
Fine Arts
Guidance
Mathematics
Physical
Education/Health
Science
Social Studies
Special Education
World Languages

268-6400
268-6431
336-3122
268-6510
268-6230
268-6289
268-6266
268-6263
268-6277
268-6281
268-6242
268-6272
268-6251
268-6231
268-6278
268-6239
268-6213
268-6236

Guidance Department

Mr. Kevin Gormley
Ms. Michelle Neri
Mrs. Toni Silveira
Mrs. Mia Toro
Mr. John Boutcher
Ms. Julie Maguire

268-6286
268-6264
268-6275
268-6238
268-6283
268-6259

Mr. Richard Sweetman
Mr. Lawrence Verria
Mrs. Amy Messerlian
Mr. Mark DeLucia

268-6273
268-6282
268-6291
268-6255

Mrs. Mia Toro
Mrs. Elizabeth Brown
Mrs. Erin Ward
Mrs. Jessica Giguere
Mrs. Barbara-Jean Mancini
Ms. Beth Caromile

268-6238
268-6246
268-6244
268-6267
268-6237
268-6261
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NORTH KINGSTOWN SCHOOL DEPARTMENT
NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION
“It is the policy of the North Kingstown School Department not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, sexual
orientation, national origin, age, or handicap in its educational programs, services, activities, or employment practices as
required by the General Laws of Rhode Island, Title IX of the 1972 Educational Amendments, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973.”
Inquiries concerning the application of the non-discrimination policies may be referred to the Principal of the appropriate school
or to the Human Resources Department, who are designated within the school system as the coordinators for compliance with
Title IX, Section 504, and Title VI, and may also be referred to State and Federal officials:
Dr. Barbara Morse, Principal, NKHS – 268-6230
Dr. Denise Mancieri, Assistant Superintendent - 268-6431
The North Kingstown School system does not discriminate on the basis of disability in admission to its programs, services, or
activities, in access to them, in treatment of individuals with disabilities, or in any aspect of their operations. The North
Kingstown School Department does not discriminate on the basis of disability in its hiring or employment procedures.
This notice is provided as required by Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973. Questions, complaints, or requests for additional information regarding the ADA and Section 504
may be forwarded to the designated ADA and Section 504 Compliance Coordinators:

ADA
Dr. Denise Mancieri
Assistant Superintendent
100 Romano Vineyard Way
Suite 120, NK RI
268-6431
M-F 8:00 am to 4:00 pm

504
Dr. Kimberly Rothwell-Carson
Director of Pupil Services
100 Romano Vineyard Way
Suite 120, NK RI
336-3117
M-F 8:00 am to 4:00 pm

This Program of Studies booklet contains the information students will need to develop an academic schedule for the 20202021 school year. North Kingstown High School continually strives to improve its academic program.
A noteworthy feature of the curriculum at North Kingstown High School is the depth and variety of course offerings. These
courses are designed to develop sequential skills in a number of disciplines and are diversified to challenge a variety of
interests and aptitudes within each student.
In accordance with the mission of the RI Department of Education and the Governor's Workforce Board, we have many
opportunities for students to engage in career exploration and training. As you read through our program of studies, please
note the plethora of opportunities for our students to gain college credits from local colleges and universities through the
Advanced Coursework Network, and/or PrepareRI dual enrollment or concurrent enrollment courses. Students seeking career
exploration and advanced technical skills should read about our internships and Career and Technical Programs. We have
something for everyone.
Teachers and school counselors will provide students with advice and recommendations regarding course selections. Parents
may speak directly with high school counselors by calling 268-6240 during the school day. I wish all of our students continued
success in the 2020-2021 school year and beyond.
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“Our mission is to educate our students to become intellectually active adults, to inspire them to reach individual excellence,
and to challenge them to become responsible members of society.”

Core Values & Beliefs Statement
North Kingstown High School is committed to providing our students with a learning environment and experiences that foster
their growth as individuals and support them in becoming:

 Effective communicators
 Problem solvers
 Independent thinkers
 Skillful collaborators
 Active citizens
 Self-directed lifelong learners
21st CENTURY EXPECTATIONS FOR STUDENT LEARNING:
In order to be prepared to compete in the 21st century global economy, North Kingstown High School expects that, throughout
their high school experience, students will:
ACADEMIC
(A1) demonstrate personal responsibility for and a commitment to achieving their full potential.
(A2) use technology appropriately in all educational settings to expand knowledge and enhance skills.
(A3) analyze data, communicate ideas, and become informed and critical consumers of information and media.
(A4) think critically and reason effectively to solve complex problems.
(A5) practice efficient and effective time management skills in both individual and collaborative settings.
(A6) explore and create in the Fine and Performing Arts and practice healthy behaviors.
SOCIAL
(S1) exhibit self-discipline, integrity and ethics, compassion, a sense of fairness, and respect for themselves and others at all
times.
(S2) take advantage of opportunities to participate in elective and extra-curricula activities that expand knowledge and
strengthen skills.
CIVIC
(C1) engage in community involvement as a responsible, participatory, and/or justice-oriented citizen to develop life skills and
career goals.
(C2) exercise responsible citizenship through adhering to school policies and following expectations outlined in the Student
Handbook.
(C3) cultivate an awareness and understanding of global issues and cultures.

Access to Student Records
The Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) became a federal law (P.L. 93-380) in 1974. The intent of this law is to
protect the accuracy and privacy of student educational records.
Information on who may have access to student records and how to request permission to review these records may be
obtained from the Principal’s Office. A full listing of parental rights under FERPA can be found at the following:
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/index.html
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Athletic and Co-Curricular Eligibility


In order to be eligible to participate in a North Kingstown High School athletic team or co-curricular program a student
must have passed a minimum of 75% of their courses in the quarter previous to participate and be currently enrolled
in a minimum of seven (7) courses in the quarter of participation.



Eligibility status is determined on the day that official report cards are posted in Aspen. The status will be updated at
the last grade update post before the end of the next quarter. Summer credit recovery or remediation completed by
August 1st will be applied to the final transcript to determine initial eligibility for the Fall sports.

Twenty-four credits are required to earn a diploma from NKHS.
The requirements are:
Democracy
0.5 credits
Electives
6.5 credits
English
4.0 credits
Fine Arts
0.5 credits
Math*
4.0 credits*
PE/Health
2.0 credits
Science
3.0 credits
Social Studies
3.0 credits
Technology**
0.5 credits

Twenty-three credits are required to earn a
diploma from NKHS. The requirements are:
Democracy
0.5 credits
Electives
5.5 credits
English
4.0 credits
Fine Arts
0.5 credits
Math*
4.0 credits*
PE/Health
2.0 credits
Science
3.0 credits
Social Studies
3.0 credits
Technology**
0.5 credits

*Three core credits and one additional credit that can be either core or Math designated elective courses.
** Beginning with the Class of 2023 students may fulfill the Technology requirement with one of the following designated
elective courses:
Students in grades 9-11 are required to be enrolled in a minimum of seven credits at North Kingstown High School. Seniors
are required to six credits. Dual enrollment and other approved off-campus personalized courses may be considered for
seniors in good academic standing toward the seven credits.
Students at Davisville Middle or Wickford Middle who have completed courses aligned to the high school curriculum in
Algebra 1 will receive credit for those courses toward their high school graduation requirements.
Math designated elective courses are:
*denotes .5 credit – need to take two
Accounting 1*
Accounting 2*
AP Biology
AP Chemistry
AP Music Theory
AP Physics 1&2
Chemistry
Civil Engineering and Architecture

College Engineering and Technology
Consumer/Business Math
Economics*
Global Business and Economics
Introduction to Engineering
Personal Finance and Investments*
Personal Wealth Management*
Physics
Engineering Essentials
Beginning with the Class of 2023 students may fulfill the Technology requirement with one of the following
designated elective courses:
AP Computer Science Principles
Engineering Essentials
Civil Engineering and Architecture
Internet Web Page Design
College Engineering and Technology
Intro to Computer Tech and Support Services
Computer Science Essentials
Intro to Engineering Design
Digital Design
Intro to IT
Digital Electronics
Intro to STEM through Game Development
Emerging Technology
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Beginning with the Class of 2023: Students completing courses designated as Math related that fulfill graduation requirements
in Math may count the course for fulfilling one requirement in another department. For example, Physics may count as both a
science and a fourth year math requirement. Only one credit will be earned for the course on the transcript but it will count as
completing two graduation requirements.
Students must demonstrate proficiency in all classes above to graduate. Students must complete 23 credits for class of 2023
and beyond. Students graduating from North Kingstown High School must complete the following Proficiency Based
Graduation Requirements.
Proficiency Based Graduation Requirements

 Senior Project
 Common Course Assessment (CCA) Requirements—22 units:

Comprehensive Course Assessments
COURSE
ELA

4

MATH

4

SCIENCE

3

SOCIAL STUDIES

3

PE/HEALTH

2

TECHNOLOGY

1

FINE ARTS

1

ELECTIVES

4

TOTAL





# OF CCAs

22

Every NKHS course offers at least one CCA per semester (two for a full-year course).
After courses are completed, students will be able to remediate required CCA requirement only, not course credit
It is strongly suggested that students keep a folder (electronic or paper) for CCA Assignments successfully completed
throughout their four years.
Only one CCA assignment per course may count toward the total requirements unless being used to replace a
missed assignment from a previous year.
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Suggested sequence for completion of 22 CCAs
Freshman Year (7)
1 English
1 Math
1 Social Studies
1 Science
1 Technology course
1 PE/Health
1 Fine Arts

Sophomore Year(6)
1 English
1 Math
1 Science
1 Social Studies
1 PE/Health
1 Elective

Junior Year (5)
1 English
1 Math
1 Science
1 Social Studies

Senior Year (4)
1 English
1 Math or Math elective
2 Electives

1 Social Studies
Individual Learning
Plans
1 Elective
All students at North Kingstown High School will create, use and update as needed an Individual Learning Plan (ILP). An ILP
is primarily authored by students themselves, with support from their school counselor, teachers, advisor, parents, and
community contacts, such as a mentor. The focus of the ILP is to create meaningful connections between classroom content
and future goals as each student chooses new high school courses, documents his or her outside activities, prepares to meet
graduation requirements, and plans for the future. The ILP provides focus on how to achieve their personal objectives, in
conjunction with completing graduation requirements

Ensuring Grade Level Literacy and Numeracy
North Kingstown will assess and monitor student progress in literacy and numeracy. We are currently utilizing STAR progress
monitoring, course assessments, and data from other testing such as PSAT 10, and SAT. Interventions and supports are
discussed with parents and may result in students being recommended for the Academic Resource Center, math intervention
classes, or reading and writing workshops. When indicated, more intensive supports are provided through a Response to
Intervention system (RtI), 504 plan, or Individualized Education Plan (IEP).
Students in the Class of 2021 and beyond have the opportunity to earn endorsements on their diploma. Endorsements are
noted with a seal on the student’s diploma.

Commissioner’s Seal
This seal certifies that the student has demonstrated proficiency in Mathematics and English Language Arts. This is validated
through external assessments such as PARCC*, PSAT 10, and SAT. The criteria are listed below:
Numeracy – The student has scored at level 4 or above (raw score 750 or above) in PARCC Algebra or PARCC Geometry, or
a score of 480 on the PSAT Mathematics, or a score of 480 on the SAT Mathematics. Rhode Island Comprehensive
Assessment System (RICAS) performance standards are pending.
Literacy – The student has scored at a level 4 or above (raw score 750 or above) in the PARCC English Language Arts and
Literacy Grade 9 test, or a score of 430 on the PSAT Reading and Writing, or a score of 530 on the SAT Reading and Writing.
Rhode Island Comprehensive Assessment System (RICAS) performance standards are pending.
*For Class of 2021 who participated in 8th grade testing.
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North Kingstown High School tracks the scores of students in all of the above assessments and will notify students who qualify
by the end of their 11th grade year. Students who reached proficiency in the PARCC Algebra 1 test in 8th grade will have their
score applied to the proficiency standards for the Commissioner’s Seal. Proficiency scores for RICAS will be published when
available.

Seal of Biliteracy
To qualify for the Seal of Biliteracy, graduating seniors must meet 2 criteria from the list below, before graduation:
1)

2)

In English Language Arts (ELA), any one of:

Four (4) years of English graduation course requirements with a grade point average of 3.0 or higher as of
early May of the year of graduation.

A score of 4 or above in each domain (Reading, Writing, Speaking, Listening) of the ACCESS assessment
for English Language Learners.

Proficiency demonstrated on PSAT, PARCC, SAT, AccuPlacer, ACT, or TOEFL.
In one (1) or more languages other than English:

Proficiency* on AP World Language, International Baccalaureate (IB), SAT II, or

Intermediate-Mid score on the ACTFL Assessment of Performance in Languages (AAPPL, OPIc, WPT,
STAMP)

*Consult with the World Languages department on proficiency scores for each of the tests.
For further information about personalization, student supports, and multiple pathways please refer to the following sections:
Personalization: Refer to Personalization and Enrichment of Studies, page #11
Student Supports: Refer to Special Services and Programs, page #18
Multiple Pathways: Refer to Career and Technical Education Services, page #20

Guidelines for Selecting Courses
The North Kingstown High School Program of Studies has been designed to help students and their parents:

 Understand the academic courses and graduation requirements at North Kingstown High School
 Make informed choices about high school courses
 Plan an educational direction that will lead to a career or a post-secondary institution
Students should refer to this guide and consult with their parents, teachers and school counselors in planning their individual
learning programs. The first part of this booklet contains important information about academic placement, graduation
requirements, special programs and other items that should help students make informed choices. The second part of the booklet
contains course descriptions.
Courses described in this booklet will be offered pending adequate enrollment, teaching staff, and available funding.
We cannot guarantee students will receive elective choices. Information in the Program of Studies is subject to change
pending School Committee action.
It is important that your program of study includes courses that will meet the graduation requirements at North Kingstown High
School. In addition, as you consider your course selections, please carefully consider the variety and content of course offerings
and select those that coincide with your future plans, your interests, and your abilities. A variety of courses are offered to provide
students with opportunities to develop new interests.
Though it is important for students to choose challenging classes that maximize their learning opportunities when making
decisions, students need to factor in all of their commitments to establish a heathy balance.
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Students should be aware of the add/drop policy when making their course selection.
Students and parents should consider the following when making decisions related to course levels:
1. Past performance in the subject area
2. Recommendations from teachers and school counselors
3. Commitment and interest of the student
4. Courses dropped after the add/drop period will be noted on the transcript by WF (withdraw failing) or WP (withdraw
passing).
In summary, as you review this Program of Studies, ask yourself the following questions:

 What are my long-term goals?
 What are my strengths, interests and abilities?
 Can I maintain this rigor over the entire school year?
 What are the unique requirements that I must meet in order to be prepared for the type of work, military service,
or post- secondary institution that I am considering?

 Do these courses reflect my future goals?
You are about to make some very important decisions. Careful planning and a commitment to hard work will help you make
the most of your high school experience. Please be sure to discuss your goals and course offerings with your family, guidance
counselor, advisor, teachers, and other people who know you and care about you and your future plans.

Description of Course Levels
It is important to note that the core curriculum outlined in the North Kingstown High School curriculum documents is addressed
in each course regardless of the level and that opportunities exist for all students to be academically challenged. Students
score more successfully on college entrance examinations if they have prepared themselves adequately by engaging in
academic rigor.

Success Academy (SA)
Course content is at grade level, and includes modifications and/or supports. This course of study requires work done beyond
school hours to help students develop study skills and work habits to be successful in transitioning to College and Career
Preparatory (CP) classes. Students are expected to be able to take responsibility for their learning and work independently.
These courses may not meet NCAA requirements. Students contemplating athletic competition at the college level should be
aware that additional courses may be required to fulfill NCAA eligibility.

Course content is at grade level to slightly above grade level in order to provide appropriate academic stretches. This course
of study requires work to be done beyond school hours. Students are expected to take responsibility for their learning and
work independently, as well as develop organizational and academic habits that prepare them for successful post-secondary
career and college experiences.

Honors
Course content and the expected level of student performance substantially exceed grade level. Students will be expected to
do a significant amount of rigorous independent work and research. In addition, students need to be able to synthesize
information about key concepts. These highly challenging courses of study require additional independent reading and writing
at an advanced level. Proficiency on state assessments will be considered in determining appropriate placement in honors
level classes.
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Advanced Placement (AP)
Course content is designed for students who are capable of college-level work in the particular content area. Students
enrolled in AP courses should expect extensive reading, writing, and critical thinking. Lessons are often designed to be more
complex, abstract, and open-ended. Students should have honors level experience and a strong GPA. Students who qualify
for this level of study may have the opportunity to earn college credit. In order to do so, students must take the AP exam.
Please note that the requirements for colleges and universities vary with regard to the AP exam score needed in order to be
awarded college credit.

Suggested Courses of Study - College and Career Preparatory Program
Students who desire to pursue the College and Career Preparatory Program should use the following outline as a guide while
selecting courses. This program meets the requirements of the Board of Education articulation between high schools and
colleges. Please refer to course descriptions for information about prerequisite courses and/or recommended skills. Please
know that world languages are electives and not required for graduation. It is highly recommended to complete at least 2
years of the same language in order to meet potential 4 year college admissions.

9th Grade

10th Grade

11th Grade

12th Grade

English

English

English

English

Math

Math

Math

Math or Math Elective

Science

Science

Science

Science (optional)

History

History

Physical
Education/Health
World Language
(optional)
Technology

Physical
Education/Health
World Language
(optional)
Electives

History
Democracy (11 or 12)
Physical
Education/Health
World Language
(optional)
Electives

Democracy (11 or 12)
History (optional)
Physical
Education/Health
World Language
(optional)
Electives

Fine Arts

Electives

Electives

Electives

Electives

Electives

Electives

Electives

Personalization and Enrichment of Studies
Personalized learning incorporates a variety of instructional approaches, strategies, and use of technology to address the
many educational needs, interests, and college and career aspirations of students. At North Kingstown High School, students
have access to a variety of courses and pathways that meet graduation requirements and address personalized learning
goals. In addition to the instructional strategies within the classroom, there are many opportunities for students to fulfill their
individual goals through connections with local universities, colleges and other educational placements; thus, a comprehensive
program is presented to students with consideration and flexibility for unique course opportunities outside of our Program of
Studies.

Personalized Learning and Enrichment Opportunities

Internships

Advanced
Coursework
Network
(ACN) - Free

Program of Studies 2020-2021

Concurrent
Enrollment
College Credit
Free

Dual
Enrollment
College Credit
Free

Approved
Enrichment
Cost may
apply
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Personalized Learning and Enrichment Opportunities



Seniors off role
Personalized Learning Time (PLT)



Students may engage in educational experiences that reach beyond the walls of the school, the regular school day
and extend their learning beyond the standard offerings.



Advanced Coursework Network (ACN) Courses must be pre-approved by the ACN Coordinator.



Credits from the ACN, Dual Enrollment or approved online courses will be noted on the student’s official transcript,
but the grade will not be calculated into the grade point average.



Courses taken off-campus cannot duplicate the courses offered at North Kingstown High School; however,
exceptions will be made to resolve scheduling conflicts that cannot otherwise be remedied.



Students will be awarded high school credit as predetermined by RIDE.

Internships




Students enrolled in the Career and Technical Education programs are required to complete an internship at an
approved placement.
Students who do not have a valid internship will be immediately withdrawn from that internship and may suffer a loss
of credit.
Internship opportunities are also offered through PrepareRI for the summer only.

Advanced Coursework Network (ACN)
The Advanced Coursework Network was established beginning in the Fall of 2016 by the Rhode Island Department of
Education (RIDE) in order to expand opportunities for advanced coursework for public secondary and middle school students.
As a member of the ACN, North Kingstown students can take advantage of a variety of learning experiences at local
universities, colleges, and educational organizations. Courses offered may be face-to-face or online, semester or full-year.
For a complete list of courses and registration information, go to
www.ride.ri.gov/StudentsFamilies/EducationPrograms/AdvancedCoursework.aspx



Students may apply to take ACN courses through the Rhode Island Department of Education catalog of course
offerings.



All applications for ACN courses must be approved by our school ACN Coordinator.



Students taking ACN courses must meet the prerequisite of the course. ACN limits students to two courses per
semester and one in the summer.
In order to avoid academic overloads, NKHS recommends a limit of two off-campus courses per semester when
combining ACN, online, or dual enrollment courses. Students may seek permission from the Assistant Principal of
Teaching and Learning to enroll in more than two courses.
An unofficial copy of a transcript will be generated by the ACN coordinator.




Concurrent Enrollment
Concurrent enrollment courses are taught by North Kingstown High School instructors through a memorandum of agreement
with local public college and universities. Courses eligible for concurrent credit are noted in our Program of Studies.






Students may enroll in courses taught at NKHS that are eligible for concurrent enrollment through local state
universities and colleges.
The cost of the tuition for concurrent courses is paid for by the state’s PrepareRI program. Textbooks are supplied
as part of the regular high school course materials.
Students are responsible for submitting a completed application to the Early Enrollment Program (EEP) Coordinator,
Mrs. Toro, and fulfill all entry requirements of the college granting the credits. Please see Appendix A for specific
information.
An official college transcript will be generated for the course which may be obtained from that college’s transcript
office. College credits are determined by the college or university.

*Please see Appendix A for specific information.
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Dual Enrollment
Dual enrollment courses are face-to-face, fully online, or hybrid courses for college credit that are offered on a local college or
university campus. For all dual enrollment courses, students must meet the prerequisite requirements of the course they are
taking. For more information about those programs, students should meet with their school counselor.


For Dual Enrollment courses not within the Advanced Coursework Network, students must attach to their Dual
Enrollment form documentation of the course description including information about any prerequisite courses or
skills.
Students may request to enroll in courses at local colleges and universities through the PrepareRI program by
submitting a completed Dual Enrollment form to their school counselor.
Approval of the request will be based on the student’s current academic standing and course load.
The student is responsible for submitting completed applications to the college or university and for meeting all
entrance requirements.
Tuition costs will be paid by the state of Rhode Island, contingent upon state renewal of the program.
The student must consult with the school counselor prior to purchasing textbooks.
Reimbursement for costs of textbooks may be obtained from the Assistant Superintendent’s office after submitting
proof of purchase and successful completion of the course. Students with documented financial need should contact
the Assistant Principal’s office regarding pre-purchase of texts.
An official college transcript will be generated for the course which may be obtained from that college’s transcript
office. College credits are determined by the college or university.










Florida Virtual High School Global



NKHS accepts credit for courses taken at Florida Virtual High School Global (FLVS Global). Created in 2000 by the
Florida legislature as a branch of Florida’s statewide virtual high school, it is the United States’ first national online
high school program. It is a non-profit school accredited by AdvancedEd and is NCAA approved. FLVS Global
offers students flexible scheduling and pacing throughout the year. Permission to enroll in courses must be
approved before enrolling if the student is seeking to apply the credits toward graduation and have them appear on
the transcript. Grades are noted but are not calculated into GBA. Tuition and fees are the responsibility of the
student or parent.

Running Start Program
Eligible students will attend CCRI for their senior year. They will be awarded dual credit (high school and college) for work
completed during their senior year. Students must be enrolled full time, by taking at least 4 course per semester. With
successful completion of college courses that meet the requirements for a diploma, the student can graduate with his/her
class. Interested students should see their school counselors by January 31st of their junior year. Parental permission
will be required.
Parents and students are cautioned about the risk involved in this plan. If the student does not complete the college courses,
the student will not earn a high school diploma. The Principal reserves the right to deny any such applications for cause.
Students are still responsible for earning NKHS requirements including:




Senior Project
Completion of CCA’s
NKHS Graduation Requirements
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Advanced Placement
North Kingstown High School maintains an open enrollment philosophy for Advanced Placement (AP) courses consistent with
the College Board recommendations. In addition to the prerequisite courses, the College Board encourages schools to help
students prepare for success in AP courses by building strong foundational skills. The prerequisite courses listed are
consistent with the published AP course outlines. Summer packets and other stated requirements for our courses are
mandatory and are designed to help ensure students are prepared for high level academic work in the particular content area.
Failure to submit the required summer work by the pre-determined deadline will forfeit a student’s enrollment in the
course. Syllabi for courses offered at NKHS have been audited and approved by the College Board website.
Students enrolled in AP courses should expect extensive reading, writing, and critical thinking tasks. It is highly recommended
that students who enroll in AP courses have successfully earned credit in Honors courses and attained a strong grade point
average. Lessons are often designed to be complex, abstract and open-ended. Students who qualify for this level of study
have the opportunity to earn college credit by taking the AP exam. Please note that the requirements for colleges and
universities vary with regard to the AP exam score needed in order to be awarded college credit.
Students who are considering an AP course should be highly motivated and self-disciplined. Teacher recommendations and
school counselors help students to make scheduling decisions. Once a student has been approved for the course, enrollment
in the class is subject to scheduling as AP courses may conflict with other courses in which the student wishes to enroll. The
AP process is listed below.

Task

Month

Students interested should begin a discussion with their current content
teacher, school counselor, and parents/guardians about academic placement.

January-March

Students who have not received a recommendation for an AP course but still
wish to enroll must complete an override form by April 1st.
Completion of this form does not guarantee admittance into the class.

April 1st

Summer work is required in most AP classes. This work must be completed
and turned in to the High School Guidance office by August 14th by 2pm. Some
courses allow electronic submissions which must be submitted by 2pm on
August 14th. Students who miss the deadline will be removed from the roster.
They may be re-admitted after students from the waitlist who met the
qualifications have been seated. Any student on a waiting list must complete
the summer work if they want to be considered for the AP course.

August 14th by 2pm

Academic Placement
Students are advised to consider their academic needs carefully. Recommendations are made by teachers and are strongly
supported by administration. Parents may request a meeting to discuss these placement options with the current teacher,
department chair and guidance counselor. Students who achieve a passing grade of 70 in a qualifying core course will
automatically be placed in the next consecutive course. If students do not meet the passing grade, the school counselor
will send a letter to the parent to discuss alternative placement options and/or credit remediation.
North Kingstown High School encourages students to aspire to higher levels of rigor in their academic studies. Students
seeking to enroll in courses for which they have not met proficiency requirements or received a teacher recommendation to
advance in levels must submit an override form to their school counselor by April 1st. Override forms are available in the
Guidance Office.
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1.) The student has attained a final grade of 85 in their current course in order to enroll in the subsequent higher level
course, i.e. CP to Honors or Honors to AP. A minimum grade of 90 is required to advance 2 levels, i.e. CP to AP.
2.) If a student does not meet the required grade of 85 for an override, they may petition the Assistant Principal of
Teaching and Learning. Petitions must be received in writing on or before August 7th.. If approved for the course, the
student is responsible for any summer packets assigned for the course and will not receive extended time for the
work; therefore, it is recommended that students obtain the packet from the guidance department early in the
summer. Additional work may be assigned by the department chair to address curriculum gaps between the two
levels.
3.) Override placements are on a space available basis. If course enrollment is full at the time of the request, students
will be placed on a waitlist and notified if a seat becomes available.

Scheduling Changes and Add/Drop Deadlines


For initial corrections/changes to schedules after the master schedule has been built, students should make an
appointment with their school counselor as soon as possible but no later than the 8th day of school or prior to the
close of school in June.



Student/parent request for specific teachers will not be considered unless a student previously failed the same course
with the same teacher.



Courses dropped after the add/drop period will be noted on the transcript by WF (withdraw failing) or by WP
(withdraw passing).



Students have until the end of the first quarter to change levels of a course (Honors to CP, etc.). Students must
follow the level change protocol and a written request must be made to the school counselor. Please refer to the
section on level changes after add/drop period for details.



Schedule changes are contingent on space and availability.



If a student is retaking a course to remediate a failing grade, the new grade will show on the transcript and will be
calculated into the grade point average calculation. The original grade will remain on the transcript. Only one credit
per course can be earned.

If a student remediates a course during the summer, a maximum grade of 70 is posted to the transcript. The original grade will
also remain on the transcript; however, the point value will not be calculated into the grade point average.

Level Changes After Add/Drop Period
For many reasons, a student may decide to request a change to a lower or higher level course during the first quarter. In
order to ensure that the course change is appropriate, the procedure outlined below will take place before level changes are
considered. Students should be aware that not all courses have a level change so if a student is in doubt they should drop the
course within the first 8 days of the school year. Students should be aware that a level change does not exist for some courses
due to previously earned credits, example: AP Biology, AP Chemistry. All requests for level changes must be submitted in
writing to their school counselor by the first Aspen posting of the first quarter, which is at the midpoint of the quarter.
No level changes will be allowed after the completion of the 1st quarter.

15
Program of Studies 2020-2021

Upon Approval
Lowering Levels:
 The student must demonstrate that all possible avenues for success have been attempted, including:
1. Scheduling a minimum total of 3 hours extra-help time after school with the teacher or attending Academic
Resource Center (ARC)
2. Record of completing all assignments.

 The student, parent and/or teacher will submit, in writing, a level change request by the first Aspen grade post.
 The student and parent will meet with the current teacher and school counselor about the proposed change and
additional resources that may be helpful to the student in achieving academic success at the first sign of struggle
(i.e. failed quiz grade).

 An administrator will consult with the current teacher and school counselor to discuss achievement in the current level.
Administrator approval is required for the change in level to occur.

Advancing Levels:
1. The student, parent and/or teacher will submit in writing, a level change request, by first grade posting in Aspen.
2. An administrator will consult with the current teacher and school counselor to discuss achievement in the current level.
3. Communication will be made with parent to discuss level change.

Next Steps
If the determination has been made that the student will benefit from the level change in the course, a grade calculation will
occur to ensure fairness in the grading based on the level of academic rigor and relative weight assigned to the course on the
weighted GPA.
Please note that the grade from the original class factors into the quarter one grade in the following manner:
The new grade will be determined by the following calculation: (Grade in original class x Weight in original class) ÷ Weight for
new course. Weights for each level are as follows:
SA = 2.6
CP = 3.0
Honors = 3.4
AP = 3.7
If/when students change a level they are responsible for working with the new teacher to determine a transition plan to the new
class.
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Grade Point Average
North Kingstown High School determines a student’s weighted and unweighted Grade Point Average (GPA). In the weighted
system, courses are given different numerical values depending on the level of difficulty of the course.

Weighted GPA Realigned January, 2017

AP

Honor

CP

SA

97-100

5.00

4.67

4.33

3.0

94-96

4.67

4.33

4.00

2.67

90-93

4.33

4.00

3.67

2.33

87-89

4.00

3.67

3.33

2.00

84-86

3.67

3.33

3.00

1.67

80-83

3.33

3.00

2.67

1.33

77-79

3.00

2.67

2.33

1.00

74-76

2.67

2.33

2.00

0.67

70-73

2.33

2.00

1.67

0.33

67-69

2.0

1.67

1.33

0.33

64-66

1.67

1.33

1.00

0.33

60-63

1.33

1.00

0.67

0.33

0-59

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

Unweighted GPA for
Class of 2020 and beyond
97-100
4.33
94 - 96
4.00
90 - -93
3.67
87 - 89
3.33
84 - 86
3.00
80 - 83
2.67
77 - 79
2.33
74 - 76
2.00
70 -73
1.67
67 - 69
1.33
64 - 66
1.00
60 - 63
0.67
0 - 59
0.00
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Support Services
School Counselors are available on a daily basis to provide students support in matters relating to selection of courses,
information about colleges and other post high school educational opportunities, military service, and personal and social
problems. A structured, comprehensive classroom guidance program is provided by grade level which includes regular
classroom and Advisory visits to create, update and support each student’s Individual Learning Plan (ILP).
School Counselors meet with students in small group sessions via Advisory and content area classes several times per year to
deliver a Guidance curriculum approved by the American School Counselor’s Association (ASCA). In addition, the Guidance
Department sponsors Parent Evenings to share pertinent information about post high school planning, the college application
process and graduation requirements. Counselors maintain a Facebook page and use Aspen e-mail to share relative
information and information about scholarships. Students are encouraged to use their school e-mail to communicate with their
teachers and to check for educational opportunities offered by Guidance. Guidance Counselors assist in the college planning
process, academic monitoring, career exploration and remediation options.

Special Services and Programs
Information on how to access special services and programs may be obtained through the student’s school counselor or by
the Assistant Principals for Teaching and Learning and/or Student Services. Some of these services are listed below.

English Language Learners (ELL)
The ELL program provides for the development of English language proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, writing and
thinking. Direct instruction in the English language is provided by a certified ELL teacher depending on the student’s English
language proficiency. ELL students are integrated with main streamed students in all content area subjects.

English Workshop
English Workshop is a tier II intervention for students in grades 9, 10, 11 and 12 that require literacy support. Based on
system wide benchmarks, English Workshop meets on alternate days to the student’s English class. This program is co-taught
by an English Teacher and a Special Educator and includes a consultation with a Reading Specialist, all of whom help
students to meet the same educational goals and Common Core State Standards of all NKHS students. The goal of this
program is to increase literacy skills using multiple data points to help respond to student needs. Placement is based on
reading levels. If a student’s reading score is at grade level, but the student may need additional writing support, the student
should be enrolled in NK Writing. The English Workshop grade is not calculated in the student’s grade point average.

Literacy Support
Students requiring literacy support that are placed in special learning environments such as extended resource, clinical, an
ALP, or an ELL program shall be serviced through a consultation/collaboration arrangement with regularly scheduled visits
from the Reading Specialist. The class teacher would provide interventions and progress monitoring with assistance as
needed from the Reading Specialist.

Response to Intervention
Using Response to Intervention (RTI), North Kingstown High School identifies students at risk for poor learning outcomes,
monitors student progress, provides evidence-based interventions and adjusts the intensity and nature of those interventions
depending on a student’s responsiveness, and identifies students with learning disabilities or other disabilities. (National
Center on Response to Intervention, 2010).
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Success Academy
Success Academy is a tier III intervention for students that require an intensive level of support across all academic areas in
grades 9, 10, 11 and 12. Based on system wide benchmarks, the Success Academy offers a personalized approach provided
by a team of core academic teachers including collaboration with a Special Educator and a Reading Specialist. These
teachers help students to meet the same educational goals and Common Core State Standards of all NKHS students, with
time being the variable. They are also focused on increasing student achievement and opportunities for their future success.
This program uses multiple data points to best respond to student needs and includes a skill development lab. All parents will
be required to acknowledge their child’s participation in this program. A transcript designation of SA on a course indicates that
a student has received modifications and supports that may not be available to students in non-SA courses. Such courses
may not be accepted by four-year colleges or universities as meeting their acceptance requirements. SA students who plan to
apply for athletic scholarships through NCAA should review the requirements with their guidance counselor.

504 Plan
NKHS offers 504 services to students and families in compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 that
prohibits discrimination based upon disability. The Section 504 regulations require a school district to provide a “free
appropriate public education” (FAPE) to each qualified student with a disability who is in the school district’s jurisdiction,
regardless of the nature or severity of the disability. Section 504 accommodations could be available to identified students
with disabilities who have been evaluated. Section 504 is designed to provide equal access and fairness in general education
to students with disabilities. It is not a plan designed to enhance a student’s performance. The student must be evaluated and
found eligible according to the section 504 identification criteria.

Additional Supports
Other services are provided by Speech, Occupational and Physical Therapists, Student Assistance Counselor, Social Worker,
School Psychologist and School Resource Officer. For more information about these services, please contact your student’s
guidance counselor.

Academic Resource Center (ARC)
NKHS is pleased to offer an Academic Resource Center (ARC) to help with improving student grades, organization and
study skills. ARC runs twice a week in the Media Center. Tutors will be available to assist you along with special educators.
National Honor Society students will also be in attendance to help with homework.

Advisory
The purpose of the advisory program is to make a large school smaller by scheduling a small group of students to have the
opportunity to interact with the same adult on an individual level daily throughout their high school experience. NKHS also
strives to have students interact with a consistent group of adults throughout their high school years. Throughout their tenure
at North Kingstown High School, it is the school’s intent to assign students to the same advisor, guidance counselor and Dean
of Students.

Library and Media Services
The Library Media Center is an integral part of the instructional program and is designed to provide instruction, comprehensive
support and materials to all students and faculty. The mission is to make students independent and effective users of
information. Integrated curriculum lessons on information retrieval skills are planned and taught jointly by the Media Specialist
and classroom teachers. Classes in the Library Media Center receive appropriate instruction before and during research
activities. Students master research skills which are reinforced during subsequent visits to the Library Media Center. Access
to the catalog and online services is available by following the links to the High School Media Center on the District Web page.
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Career and Technical Education
North Kingstown Career and Technical Program
North Kingstown High School currently offers four CTE programs. Working with RIDE and modeling our programs on state
and university programs, we have created great opportunities for NKHS students. Utilizing categorical funding grants from
RIDE, we have purchased state-of-the-art design software, 3-D printers, scanners, faster computers, robotics curriculum and
kits, and other equipment that provides students with real world industry experience. This major grant combined with district
contributions provided for upgrades to the Business and Finance classrooms to simulate modern professional environments.
Included in these renovations are stock tickers, financial display boards, clear touch interactive boards, laptop computers, a
financial lab, flexible classrooms, and state of the art business software programs. Complete descriptions of the CTE
programs are provided below. Any student enrolled in North Kingstown High School is eligible to take courses listed in the
CTE Academies; however, preference for available seats is given to students who have submitted applications and been
accepted to the program. Only students with accepted applications will have the CTE designation on their transcripts.
Students in Rhode Island have the opportunity to attend RIDE certified Career and Technical programs in other districts.
Students attending programs outside of North Kingstown become full-time students of the school providing the CTE program.
Transportation is provided to students attending the Region 4 CTE programs. Information about applying to these programs
can be obtained from the NKHS Guidance Department.

The Academy of Business and Finance offers a targeted, professions based curriculum in the areas of business and finance.
The program is designed to provide students with an advanced standing in higher education institutions and/or as they enter
the work world. Students not planning to major in a business or finance discipline, or take such a careered path are also
encouraged to select individual courses offered by the academy to supplement their career goals.

NKHS Business and Finance Course Sequence
Courses:
Accounting I
Accounting II*
Business Leadership and Entrepreneurship*
Finance and Investments*
Global Business and Economics (with exposure to Microeconomics & business valuation) or Honors College Business*
Student Internship—Business or Finance Concentration
*Concurrent enrollment option for college credit
Note: Students enrolled in the CTE program will receive preferred status when signing up for CTE Courses.
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Academy of Engineering and Robotics
The Engineering CTE at North Kingstown High School is designed to give those students interested in pursuing a career in
Engineering or Engineering Technology the foundational skills necessary to be successful in this pursuit. Our curriculum is
associated with Project Lead the Way (PLTW) the nation’s leading pre-engineering curriculum which is recognized by many of
the nation’s premier Engineering colleges and partnered with the College Board. Students enrolled in the CTE program must
successfully complete three (3) sequential PLTW Courses in the following order: Introduction to Engineering Design, Principles
of Engineering, and either Digital Electronics or Civil Engineering and Architecture, in order to complete the CTE Program.
Students also need to successfully complete Physics, Chemistry, and Pre-Calculus. In order to accommodate these additional
requirements, first year Engineering and Robotics students will automatically be enrolled in “Physics for Engineering” as their
first year science course. Additional associated courses exist within the Academy of Engineering and Robotics for students to
take to further expand the skills introduced in the CTE Core courses.
Note: Students enrolled in the CTE program will receive preferred status when signing up for CTE Courses.

NKHS Pre-Engineering & Robotics Course Sequence
Courses:
Introduction to Engineering
Engineering Essentials
Civil Engineering and Architecture or Digital Electronics
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Academy of Information Technology and Computer Science
The Academy of Information Technology and Computer Science was established in the fall of 2018. The Academy follows the
nationally recognized curriculum provided by Project Lead the Way (PLTW). Students enrolled in the academy will gain the
knowledge and skills necessary to potentially pursue a career in the field of Information Technology and/or Computer Science.
The Academy will empower students in grades 9-12 to become creators, instead of merely consumers, of the technology all
around them.
The program’s interdisciplinary courses will engage students in compelling, real-world challenges. As students work together
to design solutions, they will learn computational thinking – not just how to code – and become better thinkers and
communicators. Students will take from the courses in-demand knowledge and skills they will use in high school and for the
rest of their lives, on any career path they take.

NKHS Information Technology/Computer Science Course Sequence
Courses:
Computer Science Essentials
AP Computer Science
AP Computer Science A
Cybersecurity

Academy of Music and Music Education
The Academy of Music Education and Performance was established in the fall of 2018 at North Kingstown High School.
Students enrolled in the academy will gain the knowledge and skills necessary to potentially pursue a career in the field of
Music Education, Music Performance, Composition/Film Scoring, Music Production and Engineering, Music Therapy and
Music Industry. NKHS has successful alumni in these fields who are helping to guide our programs to support 21st Century
Initiatives.
The Music Department of the North Kingstown School District has been recognized as one of the Best Communities for Music
Education in the country, and is the only district in Rhode Island to be recognized as such. The National Association for Music
Merchandisers (NAMM) considers several factors when selecting school districts for this achievement, such as but not limited
to; student demographics and participation in the program, faculty, AP courses, after school opportunities and curriculum.
Students enrolled in the NKHS Music Academy in grades 9-12 will have the ability to earn 16 college credits in music courses,
develop advanced skills and technique on their primary instrument as well as develop skills needed to advance in the area of
music.
Students work together with their peers to develop community outreach, workshops and clinics and utilize the techniques used
in rehearsals to create work-based learning activities and real world experiences in the field of music. Students take from the
courses in-demand knowledge and skills they will use in high school and for the rest of their lives, on any career path they
take.

NKHS Music/Music Education Course Sequence
Courses:
Music Ensemble (3 years including 2 years at the Honors level)
Piano Keyboarding
American Popular Music 1
Survey of Music
History of Jazz Music
AP Music Theory
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Careers

Accounting 1

Accounting 1

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
1013
Fulfills non-core Math elective
credit.
Priority seating for CTE enrolled
Business/Finance students

Accounting I provides the student with a fundamental understanding of the accounting
cycle, from opening a set of books through preparing the end-of-period financial
statements. Students will demonstrate double-entry bookkeeping, financial statement
preparation, closing procedures, and basic financial analysis to include in a company’s
annual report. A practice set provides an opportunity to learn how to keep a complete
set of books. Successful completion of this course (with a grade of 70 or better)
provides a good foundation for further study in the field of accounting. This course
fulfills math related credit.

Accounting 2

Accounting 2

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
1024 Honors
Prerequisite: Accounting 1
Fulfills non-core math elective
credit. Concurrent Credit
combined with Accounting 1.
Priority seating for CTE enrolled
Business/Finance students

Accounting II provides the student with a continuation of understanding the accounting
cycle. Students will focus on the accounting procedures necessary for a
merchandising business from opening a set of books through preparing the end-ofperiod financial statements including inventory adjustments and cost of goods sold.
Students will demonstrate double-entry bookkeeping, financial statement preparation,
closing procedures, and basic financial analysis to include in a company’s annual
report. Students will use an automated accounting system and practice sets to
reinforce concepts and provide exposure to current accounting practices. This course
fulfills math related credit. Please note: Students who successfully complete this
course will earn three New England Institute of Technology credits upon enrollment at
NEIT.

Business Leadership and
Entrepreneurship

Business Leadership and Entrepreneurship

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
1114 Honors
Concurrent Course
Priority seating for CTE enrolled
Business/Finance students

This course begins with the basics of business modelling and progresses into topics
traditionally taught to MBA students. A project based course, students will be exposed
to problem solving techniques to include the use of Harvard style business case
analysis, as they learn what it takes to create, manage, and lead in the world of
business. Students will also learn the science behind effective management,
characteristics required for business leadership, and what it takes to build a business
as an entrepreneur or intrapreneur. Students also practice problem-solving skills while
analyzing and offering solutions for simulated and real world problems facing local and
global businesses today. Topics also include the history of industry, employee
motivation, business organization, Tort Law, marketing and branding, and the
importance of value creation for the customer. The final project, as a team, is to
develop a business plan for a start-up business and compete for investment capital in
the style of the popular show, “Shark Tank”. Regardless of career path or major this
course supports the building of essential skills required for success in one’s career.
Please note: Students who successfully complete this course will earn four college
credits in the Early Enrollment Program (EEP) administered by Rhode Island College.
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Honors College Business

Honors College Business

1 Credit
Grade: 11-12
Course:
1204
Concurrent Course
Priority seating for CTE enrolled
Business/Finance students

This is an honors-level course designed to prepare all students both academically and
socially for the many different instructional techniques and obstacles they will
encounter in their postsecondary educational career. Students will be exposed to
working with others in a dynamic team setting. Higher-level thinking techniques will be
introduced the entire year. The course’s content focuses on the major functions of
business management, marketing, entrepreneurship, economics, ethics, finance and
employee empowerment. Instructional practices will instill in the student the ability to
adapt to change and to work successfully with others. Please note: Students who
successfully complete this course will earn three CCRI credits and will have advanced
placement in the Business Administration Program when they enter CCRI. Students
performing at 83% or higher will earn nine New England Institute of Technology
credits. A student taking this course should have the capability of succeeding in an
honors-level class.

Personal Finance and
Investments

Personal Finance and Investments

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
1124 Honors
Concurrent Course
Fulfills non-core Math elective
credit
Priority seating for CTE enrolled
Business/Finance students

Global Business and
Economics
1 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
1144 Honors
Concurrent Course
Fulfills non-core Math elective
credit.
Priority seating for CTE enrolled
Business/Finance students

Personal Wealth
Management
0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
1103
Fulfills non-core Math elective
credit.

Students learn how to create and manage a personal financial portfolio that will
support their need for financial wealth and security, now and for the future. Students
will also learn why and how corporations leverage financial assets for sustainability
and growth. Based on the six steps of financial planning, students will establish short
and long term goals, determine discretionary income, develop a budget towards
improved cash savings, create financial control statements, develop a personal
financial plan, understand the mechanics for establishing good credit, and, ultimately,
create an investment portfolio of financial resources. Activities will include budgeting,
financial planning, recording and reconciling accounts, stock portfolio management,
and investment strategies to include stocks, bonds, and mutual funds. Goal setting,
banking investments, and consumer credit are all areas of strong focus in this course.
Skills acquired in this course can also help prepare students planning a career in
finance or business management. Please note: Because of this course, students
certify in financial literacy per the Rhode Island General Treasurer’s Financial Scholars
Program as well as earn three college credits through the Early Enrollment Program
(EEP) administered by Rhode Island College. This class is a math related credit.

Global Business and Economics
This full year course provides students with an understanding of business and
economics in the context of “globalization” and the dependencies the two have on
each other to expand and succeed in delivering value and a respectable standard of
living. The course exposes students to the challenges facing firms doing business
internationally, and on a global scale, and educates them through an understanding of
cultures and economies associated with nations and regions foreign to them yet
essential if they are to succeed as professionals in a world united through commerce.
To quote Tom Watson, IBM’s first chairman and CEO, “World peace through world
trade”. Please note: Students who successfully complete this course will earn four
college credits in the Early Enrollment Program (EEP) administered by Rhode Island
College. Credits can be transferred to other higher education institutions.

Personal Wealth Management
Personal Wealth Management provides a wide range of consumer, financial, and
career identification and management skills required of students in order to become
successful, self-sufficient adults. Students will use a rational decision-making process
as it applies to the roles of citizens, consumers, and working professionals. Topics
include analyzing values, wants, needs and goals, understanding your paycheck,
budgeting and spending/saving plan, buying a car, getting a loan and insurance, and
credit. Decision-making and problem-solving strategies are emphasized. This course
fulfills math related credit.
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Sports Marketing

Sports Marketing

0.5 Credit
Grade:9-12
Course:
1133

This is an introductory course which will help students develop a thorough
understanding of the marketing concepts and theories that apply to sports and sporting
events. The areas this course will cover include basic marketing, target marketing and
segmentation, sponsorship, event marketing, promotions, sponsorship proposals, and
sports marketing plans. This course includes many sports-based projects including a
computer business simulation in which students will manage a football franchise.

E-Commerce

E-Commerce

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
1713

This course is designed to help students integrate technology, specifically websites,
with business concepts. Emphasis will be placed on using website design, electronic
design, and coding in order to enhance online business practices. Economic, social,
legal, and ethical issues relating to online business will be addressed. Students can
expect to create their own businesses, websites, promotions, as well as conduct case
studies addressing online business concepts. Websites will be planned, designed,
maintained and created by students. This course will be split approximately 50%
hands on/project based and 50% bookwork and written assessment.

Emerging Technologies

Emerging Technologies

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
1363
Fulfills Technology for graduation
requirement.

Emerging Technologies focuses on written, oral and visual communication using the
Productivity tools. The class provides instruction in Microsoft Office Suite and Google
Drive Applications, which include word processing, spreadsheet, and presentation
applications. Basic computing hardware and operating systems troubleshooting is
covered. Additional concepts include digital citizenship, field management, software
integration, and internet research. These technology and presentation skills are
necessary for successfully completing a multitude of projects and presentations at
North Kingstown High School. In particular the course is extremely valuable for
successfully completing a student’s senior project and provides the students with real
world applicable skills, which include; instruction, interdisciplinary and/or anchor
projects, problem-solving and critical-thinking activities.

Consumer/Business Math

Consumer/Business Math

1 Credit
Grade: 12
Course:
1202
Prerequisites: 3 years of Math
Fulfills non-core Math elective
credit

This course provides the students with a fundamental understanding of math skills
through the use of real-world problem solving. Students will solve math problems
related to both personal and business finance. Topics include basic math functions,
fractions, percent, bank services, payroll, taxes, merchandising, interest, consumer
credit, stock market, depreciation, financial statements and business statistics. Not
only will students use traditional methods of calculating to learn concepts, but students
will also use spreadsheet software to make those same calculations. This course will
prepare students to use math where they most need it—at home and in the U.S.
workplace.

Student CTE Internship
Program

Student CTE Internship

0.5 Credit
Grade: 12
Course:
1700
Enrollment restricted to CTE
enrolled students

Each student in a respective CTE program is required to complete an 80-120 hour
internship in their respective academy field. This internship is completed in the
summer of a student’s grade 11 year or during a student’s grade 12 year. Student will
complete an internship portfolio which they will be able to use for future potential
interviews in their field of study.
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Engineering / Robotics Courses
Introduction to Engineering
Design
1 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
1514 Honors
Prerequisite: Concurrent
enrollment or successful
completion of Algebra 1,
Fulfills non-core Math elective
credit.
Priority seating for CTE enrolled
Engineering students
Fulfills Technology credit/2023

Introduction to Engineering Design
This is the first course in the STEM Engineering Careers Preparation program
(Robotics and Engineering Pathway). This course teaches problem-solving skills
through the use of a design development process. Models of product solutions are
created, analyzed, and developed using a computer animated design program which
allows the product to be animated, re-apportioned, or textured. The skills taught in this
course are used in later courses within the Robotics and Engineering Pathway.

Engineering Essentials

Engineering Essentials

1 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
1524 Honors
Prerequisite: Successful
completion of Algebra 1 or
Physics for Engineering, CP
Physics, AP Physics..
Fulfills non-core Math elective
credit.
Priority seating for CTE enrolled
Engineering students
Fulfills Technology credit/2023

Through problems that engage and challenge, students explore a broad range of
engineering topics, including mechanisms, the strength of structures and materials,
and automation. Students develop skills in problem solving, research, and design
while learning strategies for design process documentation, collaboration, and
presentation.

Civil Engineering and
Architecture

Civil Engineering and Architecture

1 Credit
Grade: 11-12
Course:
1544 Honors
Prerequisite: Completion of/or
current enrollment in Algebra 2,
Physics for Engineering, CP
Physics and AP Physics
Fulfills non-core Math elective
credit.
Priority seating for CTE enrolled
Engineering students.
Fulfills Technology credit/2023

In this course, which can serve as the 3rd course in the Engineering CTE Sequence,
students learn important aspects of building and site design and development. They
apply math, science, and standard engineering practices to design both residential and
commercial projects and document their work using 3D architecture design software
(AutoDesk Revit).
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Digital Electronics

Digital Electronics

1 Credit
Grade: 11-12
Course:
1534 Honors
Prerequisite: Completion of/or
current enrollment in Algebra 2,
and Physics for Engineering, CP
Physic and AP Physic
Fulfills non-core Math elective
credit.
Priority seating for CTE enrolled
Engineering students.
Fulfills Technology credit/2023

From smartphones to appliances, digital circuits are all around us. In this course,
which can serve as the 3rd course in the Engineering CTE Sequence, a foundation will
be provided for students who are interested in electrical engineering, electronics, or
circuit design. Students study topics such as combinational and sequential logic and
are exposed to circuit design tools used in industry, including logic gates, integrated
circuits, and programmable logic devices.

College Engineering and
Technology

College Engineering and Technology

1 Credit
Grade: 11-12
Course:
1504
Prerequisite: Completion of/or
current enrollment in Algebra 2
and Physics for Engineering, CP
Physic and AP Physic
ACCUPLACER placement testing
to demonstrate readiness at the
college level in reading and math
is required.
Fulfills non-core Math elective
credit.
Priority seating for CTE enrolled
Engineering students.
Fulfills Technology credit/2023

With this course, students have concurrent enrollment at NKHS and CCRI. This
course introduces students to various tools and problem-solving skills common to
most fields of engineering and technology. It emphasizes developing both individual
critical thinking skills and collaborative problem-solving skills, essential in today’s world
of technology. Students learn the basics of the engineering design process of product
design, testing and evaluation. In teams, students apply this process to complete a
semester long project that involves practical problem-solving, computer simulation and
physical product fabrication. To assist in the project analysis, documentation and
presentation, students develop skills with spreadsheets, word processing and
presentation software. Successful completion of this course earns the student three
college credits. This course is the Capstone Project for the Engineering and Robotics
Pathway.

Robotics 1

Robotics 1

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
8953
Completion or Concurrent
enrollment in Earth and Physical
Science CP or Honors or Physics
for Engineering

Students will be exposed to the core engineering idea of Form vs. Function as they
learn to turn a machine into both an autonomous and user operated vehicle. Students
will learn to program student constructed projects using Robot C, a C based
programming language which will focus on the execution of logic statements based on
sensor inputted information. The course will focus around tasks in which the students
will come up with performance based solutions.

Robotics 2

Robotics 2

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
8963 CP
8964 Honors –requires
participation in outside
competition
Prerequisite: Successful
completion of Robotics 1 or
Principles of Engineering

Students will apply the skills of creating an autonomous and user operated vehicle,
learned in Robotics I, in this course. Working in teams, students will design, build and
program a robot to enter outside competitions. Students will spend class time
building, programming and testing their design in order to maximize their performance
during the final competition. Students are eligible for Honors credit by participating in
study sessions outside of normal school hours, which is necessary for preparation and
involvement in state and regional competitions.
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Communication/Visual Arts Courses
COM 1 Filming & Basic Editing

COM 1 Filming & Basic Editing

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
1403

This course will focus on students demonstrating the ability to create story-boards,
conduct interviews, and learn proper video formatting. In addition, students will learn
how to operate a HD video camcorder and learn techniques that relate to lighting,
fading, zooming and audio skills. Basic non-linear video editing skills will be taught
using Adobe Premiere software. Students will create several projects during the
course. The projects include commercials, PSA newscasts, and a final
comprehensive project. This course is a hands-on, project-based class. All students
must work cooperatively with at least one partner.

COM 2 Non Linear Editing

COM 2 Non Linear Editing

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
1413
Prerequisite: COM1

This course will focus on students learning the technique of non-linear editing using
Adobe Premiere software. Advanced non-linear editing skills such as transitions and
special effects and Chroma Key will be taught. Students will also learn graphic
techniques and how to perform audio dubs. Students will create several projects
throughout this course. The projects will include music videos, instructional videos
and collages, movie previews, silent movies, and a final project. This course is a
hands-on, project-based class. All students must work cooperatively with at least one
partner.

COM 3 Studio Production

COM 3 Studio Production

1 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
1424 Honors
Concurrent Course
Prerequisite: COM 1, COM 2
and instructor approval.

This course will focus on students learning how to plan and direct HD video
productions on a particular subject of their choice. Students will assume the role in the
production crew during the final production of the morning announcements. Students
will also be required to produce and direct a television show and live events. Students
will help other students in editing school projects, highlight films and school
performances. Each member of the class will be required to do some after school
work and to complete 30 hours work filming community/school related events. This
course is a hands-on, project-based class. All students must work cooperatively with
at least one partner. This course will collaborate with Multimedia Journalism. Please
note: Students that earn 83 or better in this course and attend CCRI will be awarded
college credits.

COM 4

COM 4

1 Credit
Grade: 11-12
Course #1434 Honors
Concurrent Course
Prerequisite: Must successfully
complete Com 3 and instructor
approval

Com 4 is for the serious communications student who will have their work displayed
on the Morning Announcements and additional opportunities outside of NKHS. As part
of the Com 3 class, Com 4 student will serve as the class leaders in all aspects of the
Television/Video Production program. Please note: Students that earn 83 or better in
this course and attend CCRI will be awarded college credits.

Internet/Web Page Design

Internet/Web Page Design

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
1553
Fulfills Technology credit/2023

The central focus of this course is applying HTML and CSS coding skills to problem
solving and research, using the internet as the primary source. The course will begin
with Information Literacy basics including anatomy of a website and internet
law. Students will discover the advantages of Web publishing and fundamental design
techniques necessary to publish successfully. The website will be directed towards
specific Target Audiences throughout the semester. The culmination of the course will
be to integrate new skills by planning, designing, and creating a multi-page website
selling/promoting a product or service.
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Introduction to Information
Technology and Software
Engineering
0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
1343
Fulfills Technology credit/2023

Introduction to Computer
Technology and Support
Service
0.5 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
1653
Prerequisites: none
Fulfills Technology credit/2023

Introducing STEM Through
Game Development
0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
1723
Fulfills Technology credit/2023

Introduction to Information Technology and Software Engineering
Students will explore the history and future of computing and the role that information
technology and computer science plays in both business and society. To start,
students are exposed to the anatomy of computers, the basics of networks, as well as
the career potential computing and information technology have to offer. Topics range
from what makes up the Internet to cloud computing. The second part of this course
focuses on programming languages and the engineering of software including hands
on knowledge of native mode HTML, JavaScript, Python (popular for business apps
and gaming), and Carnegie-Mellon’s 3-D programming environment called Alice.
Using Alice to develop games that build knowledge, students are introduced to objectoriented software design. This is a fine course for those looking to build fluency in
computers whether for college or for the workplace, or for those considering careers in
information technology or the computer sciences.

Introduction to Computer Technology and Support Services
Students enrolled in this semester course work with their instructor and the staff of the
district’s Informational Technology department. This project-based course allows
students hands-on learning in the fundamentals of Chromebook repairs and
application usage. Each student will be required to research an application need of
students or faculty, and then formulate and implement a plan for fulfilling the need.
The ability to work independently is strongly recommended. Credit may be repeated
upon recommendation of instructor.

Introducing STEM Through Game Development
This course is designed to inspire and strengthen a student’s interest in STEM
(science, technology, engineering, and math) using methods inherent in computer
game design and development. This includes students considering careers in STEM
related disciplines. Students will be exposed to a wide range of concepts,
methodology, and technology skills where they can leverage their knowledge from the
core subjects, using the engineering cycle of game development to produce games
that function with a purpose. Knowledge of how the basic principles of physics and
math affect the quality and marketability of games and the gaming industry are biproducts of this course. In teams, your final project is to develop a unique and
immersive game along with the studio to market and sell your product. Oculus’ Rift,
the virtual reality experience acquired by Facebook, is also explored given NK’s
purchase of the VR development platform. Construct 2 is the tool used to develop
games in this course, however, students can elect a different platform, such as
Unity.

Computer Science Essentials

Computer Science Essentials

1.0 Credit
Grade 9-12
Course:
1663
Prerequisites: Completed or
currently enrolled in Algebra 1
Priority seating for CTE enrolled
IT students.
Fulfills Technology credit/2023

With an emphasis on computational thinking and collaboration, this year-long course
provides an excellent entry point for students to begin or continue the PLTW computer
science experience. Computer Science Essentials will expose students to a diverse
set of computational thinking concepts, fundamentals, and tools, allowing them to gain
understanding and build confidence. Students will use visual, block-based
programming and seamlessly transition to text-based programming with languages
such as Python to create apps and develop websites, and learn how to make
computers work together to put their designs into practice. They will apply
computational thinking practices, build their vocabulary, and collaborate just as
computing professionals do to create products that address topics and problems
important to them.
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Advance Placement
AP Computer Science
Principles
1.0 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
1655
Prerequisites: Completion or
concurrent enrollment in
Algebra 1. Priority seating for
CTE enrolled IT students.
Fulfills Technology credit/2023

AP Computer Science Principles
AP Computer Science Principles introduces students to seven foundational concepts
of computer science and challenges them to explore how computing and technology
can impact the world. With a unique focus on creative problem solving and real-world
applications, AP Computer Science Principles prepares students for college and
career. Content covered will include Algorithms, Graphics, GUIs the Interent, Big
Data, and Simulations.

AP Computer Science A

AP Computer Science A

1.0 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
1665
Prerequisites: AP Computer
Science Principles or instructor
approval
Priority seating for CTE enrolled
IT students

Computer Science A (CSA) builds on the basic skills learned in Computer Science
Principles (CSP) to teach students authentic AndroidTM app development. Students
in this course continue to hone their communication and collaboration skills while
learning to use a variety of tools. The primary goal of the course is to create
independent thinking app developers; every unit in this course builds on students’ prior
knowledge and skills until they are able to complete an app development cycle
independently from the ground up. PLTW’s CSA is designed to cover all learning
objectives in the College Board’s AP Computer Science A framework. It is also an
example of a CSTA level 3C course. The course is designed to be readily adaptable
to student interests and community assets. Individual teachers are encouraged to
modify the course content so that it feels as authentic and meaningful within the local
context as possible. This course aims to fully develop Object Oriented Programming
(OOP) skills that were introduced in CSP and will require consummate engagement
with the material for success.

Honors Cybersecurity

Honors Cybersecurity

1 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
1674
Prerequisites: AP Computer
Science Principles

PLTW Cybersecurity is a full-year course that exposes high school students to the
ever growing and far reaching field of cybersecurity. Students accomplish this through
problem-based learning, where students role-play as cybersecurity experts and train
as cybersecurity experts do.

Digital Photography

Digital Photography

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
1603

This course will include an introduction to 35mm black and white film, darkroom
procedures, photo development and digital applications using computers in the
technology lab. Students will learn Adobe Photoshop. Problem solving, creativity, and
computer skills will be developed. The digital cameras will instantly take a photo and
import pictures into programs for altering and rendering, whether it is airbrushing on
the screen or other special effects, such as color line art, or wrapping images. Projects
will include creating a 5 x 7 black and white negative photo in the darkroom, double
portraits, and light writing.

Junior/Senior Photography

Junior/Senior Photography

0.5 Credit
Grade: 11-12
Course:
1613
Prerequisites: Digital Photography
and instructor approval

This course will include the use of 35mm, black and white film, creating 8X10 images,
dodging and burning on the enlargers, and using digital applications on the computers
in the technology lab with color laser and inkjet printing. Students will continue
learning Adobe Photoshop. Problem solving, creativity, and computer skills will be
further developed. Students will learn about vector masks, filters, redefine edging and
other applications. Projects include photo restoration, product photography using the
lighting kits and the strobe lights, and how to take action shots.
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Family and Consumer Science
Child Development

Child Development

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
1813

This course provides students with an understanding of the aspects of human growth
and development covering birth through age six. Childcare skills are developed
including positive guidance techniques, stages of growth, and major theorists in the
field. This is an excellent course for both male and female students.

Advance Child Development

Advance Child Development

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
1823
Prerequisite: Child Development

This course addresses more complex issues of child development and early childhood
education with emphasis on guiding physical, social, emotional, intellectual, moral, and
cultural development. Topics include, but are not exclusive to, practices that promote
the long-term well-being of children and their families, developmentally appropriate
guidance and intervention strategies with individuals and groups of children, and
working with young children. The course takes a more in depth look at current
practices in the profession as well as child-related careers.

Basic Foods

Basic Foods

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
1833

This course is designed to develop basic cooking skills in the area of food and nutrition
and to apply the rules of food preparation techniques. Students work in small groups
and prepare a variety of foods. Grading is based upon written work as well as
performance in a foods laboratory.

Advanced Foods

Advanced Foods

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
1843
Prerequisite: Basic Foods

This is a course designed to give students a chance to prove themselves in the
kitchen. Cooking skills, organizational techniques, meal services, time planning and
creativity in meal planning are stressed. Students will experiment with foreign and
regional cooking by researching social and cultural backgrounds of various countries.
An interest in trying new foods is a must!

Sports Nutrition

Sports Nutrition

0.5 Credit
Grade:9-12
Course:
1853

This course is designed to enable students to enhance athletic performance through
improved nutrition. Course content includes training and maintenance diets, precompetition meals, and learning to evaluate foods and ingredients. The healtheffective energy nutrients, vitamins, minerals, and water are explored. Eating
disorders and supplements are also presented. This class is recommended for
anyone interested in pursuing a career in the field of health.
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English/Language Arts
Each grade level will study a designated body of core literature and skills that all students will be expected to know and/or be
able to do. Additional required and supplemental materials will be provided at each level to meet students’ varying abilities.
The additional materials will not duplicate core materials at any level. Writing will continue to be a focus throughout all four
years.

Grade 9 Introduction to
Literature
1 Credit
Course:
2103SA
2113 Intro to Literature CP
2113L English Workshop (2113 &
2113L 2 Credits)
2103 CP
2104 Honors

Grade 9 Introduction to Literature
This course offers instruction in grammar, usage, vocabulary, spelling, reading and
research skills, and the writing process. Students study literature using texts and
materials from a variety of genres, cultures, and time periods, examining how literature
expresses human themes.

Grade 10 American Literature

Grade 10 American Literature

1 Credit
Course:
2203SA
2213 CP
2213L English Workshop
(2213 & 2213L 2 Credits)
2203 CP
2204 Honors

Students study American Literature using texts and materials from a variety of genres
and time periods, examining how literature reflects culture. In addition, this course
continues the study of grammar, usage, vocabulary, spelling, reading and research
skills, and the writing process.

Grade 11 World Literature

Grade 11 World Literature

1 Credit
2303SA
2313 CP
2313L English Workshop
(2313 & 2313L 2 Credits)
2303 CP
2304 Honors

Students study World Literature in relation to author’s style and purpose, historical
background, literary movements, and history of the English language. In addition, this
course continues the study of grammar, usage, vocabulary, spelling, reading skills,
and the writing process.

Grade 11 British Literature

Grade 11 British Literature

1 Credit
Course
2304BL
Early Enrollment Program
Prerequisites: Successful
completion of Introduction to
Literature and American
Literature, preferably at the
honors level for one or both years.

Students study British and related world literature in relation to author’s style and
purpose, historical background, literary movements, and history of the English
language. In addition, this course continues the study of grammar, usage, vocabulary,
spelling, reading skills, and the writing process. Students can earn college credit for
the course through RIC’s Early Enrollment Program.

Grade 12 Topics in Literature

Grade 12 Topics in Literature, Senior Project

1 Credit
Courses:
2403SA
2403 CP
2404 Honors
2413 Topics in Literature Collab

Students may fulfill their English requirement for Grade 12 by enrolling in either Topics
in Literature or Advanced Placement Literature and Composition.
Students study a variety of American and world literature to consider author’s style
and purpose in relation to important themes central to the human experience. In
addition, students in this course will complete the Senior Project.
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Advanced Placement
AP English Language and
Composition
1 credit
Grade: 11
Course:
2445

AP English Language and Composition
This course fulfills the grade 11 English requirement and is open to juniors who have
completed two successful years of English, preferably in honors level courses in
grades 9-10. A recommendation from the grade 10 American Literature teacher is
required. Students who do not earn such a recommendation but wish to enroll must
follow the protocol described on page 11.
The AP English Language and Composition course aligns to an introductory collegelevel rhetoric and writing curriculum, which requires students to develop evidencebased analytic and argumentative essays that proceed through several stages or
drafts. Students evaluate, synthesize, and cite research to support their arguments.
Throughout the course, students develop a personal style by making appropriate
grammatical choices. Additionally, students read and analyze the rhetorical elements
and their effects in non-fiction texts, including graphic images as forms of text, from
many disciplines and historical periods.

AP English Literature and
Composition
1 Credit
Grade 12
Course:
2435

AP English Literature and Composition
This course fulfills the grade 12 English requirement and is open to seniors who have
completed three successful years of English, preferably in honors level courses in
grades 9-11. A recommendation from the grade 11 British/World Literature teacher is
required. Students who do not earn such a recommendation but wish to enroll must
follow the protocol described on page 11.
This is a college-level course that includes extensive independent reading of major
literary works as well as shorter readings (short stories, key passages, poetry, drama)
in preparation for daily class discussion. Written literary analysis is a major part of the
course, as is self-assessment and revision. In order to prepare for the AP English
Literature and Composition national exam in May, regular practice tests are
administered in order to strengthen students’ ability to write a detailed, persuasive
analysis under time constraints. A strong command of language should be evident in
the writing portfolio students accumulate in grades 9-11. Those who have not been
recommended for the course but wish to enroll must present their writing portfolio and
articulate how specific essays demonstrate their preparedness for the course. All
students must complete summer assignments in order to be eligible for this class.
Note: Students will adhere to the requirements of Senior Project; much of this
work is completed independently.

English Electives
NK Writing

NK Writing

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-10
Course:
2123

This is a one-semester writing skills course for 9th and 10th grade students who are
not otherwise being served by Response to Intervention (Reading Writing Workshop
or Success Academy). This course is for students who read at or above grade level,
but want or need writing skills support based on RICAS, STAR, and 8th or 9th grade
teacher recommendation.

College Writing to Inform and
Explain

College Writing to Inform and Explain

0.5 Credit
Grade: 11-12
Course:
2863

Writing 104 is a 3 credit, college writing course, offered at North Kingstown High
School. It fulfills a college level, general education requirement at the University of
Rhode Island. This semester long course in rhetoric, covers varieties and strategies of
expository writing for different audiences and situations. Genres may include reports,
proposals, letters, reviews, websites, and academic essays. The course emphasizes
the writing process through real -world, practical writing assignments. Students taking
this course are eligible for credit in conjunction with the University of Rhode Island.
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Creative Writing

Creative Writing

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
2673

This course is designed for students who enjoy writing and want to develop their
creative writing skills. The focus of this course is exposing students to different
genres of writing, including nonfiction, fiction, poetry, and drama, and experimenting in
each of these genres. Emphasis is given to evaluation of student writing as well as
that of other successful authors’ styles, content and purpose.

English Linguistics and
Classical Studies

English Linguistics and Classical Studies

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
2693
This class runs every other year
opposite Media Literacy. Will
run in 2020-2021

Get ready for the SATs! Students will improve their vocabulary as well as their context
clues analysis through Latin and Greek Literature, art history, and other cultural icons.
Discover how the mighty ancient empires influenced the development of the English
Language’s common prefixes, suffixes, and roots.

SA Literacy Lab

SA Literacy Lab

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12

Students are recommended for this class based on results from the STAR Reading
Assessment and the Gates Mac Ginitie Reading Test. Explicit comprehension
strategies that can apply to a wide range of texts in different content areas will be
taught in order to increase reading skills. Reading assessments will be used to help
students establish reading goals and to monitor growth. This class supplements the
Success Academy English class.

Media Literacy

Media Literacy

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
2563
This class runs every other year
opposite English Linguistics
and Classical Studies. Will not
run 2020-2021

We are in the middle of a technology explosion—never have human beings had such
rapid and wide access to ideas and information as we do in the information age, but
how is the media explosion affecting us? Media Literacy is a way of thinking critically
about the many messages we receive every day. Students in this course will analyze,
evaluate and create media messages of all kinds. We will examine print and non-print
messages (photos, commercials, news reports, ads, film, music and art), and will
consider concepts such as the effects of social networking, propaganda, and
technology’s impact on our understanding of ourselves and society.

Film Appreciation and
Analysis

Film Appreciation and Analysis

0.5 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
2883

This course will offer film as a focal point along with discussion and lecture. Genres
such as westerns, fantasy, film noir, drama, and musical will be fully explored and
analyzed. This course will supplement current English courses by reinforcing theme,
characterization and literary devices currently taught.

Greek Mythology

Greek Mythology

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
2613
This class will not run 20202021

This course will expose students to the various Greek and Roman myths in an attempt
to familiarize them with references to mythology which are present in their own world.
Students will read assigned myths, prepare projects and participate in classroom
activities. This class runs every other year opposite World Mythology.

World Mythology

World Mythology

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
2623
This class will run 2020-2021

In this course, students will become familiar with myths and legends from cultures
around the world and understand the common elements between our own present
world and cultures of the ancient past. Students will read myths, prepare projects, and
take part in a wide variety of activities. This class runs every other year opposite
Greek Mythology.
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Multimedia Journalism

Multimedia Journalism

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
2663

Reporting, writing and editing are at the heart of this hands-on newsroom program.
Students in this course will produce the school’s award-winning student newspaper,
The Current Wave, both in print and online. Student journalists will also inform the
school community through the use of social media platforms, and—new this year—
also will collaborate with the Com 3 Studio Production course, to air news and feature
segments through the school’s daily broadcast outlet. Topics such as layout and
design, photography, newspaper management, advertising, editorial cartooning,
ethics, media law, and writing for broadcast will all be covered in this authentic
learning environment. Honors credit is available to those who fulfill extra requirements
to be an editor. This course may be repeated for credit.

Yearbook Production

Yearbook Production

1 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
2893 CP
2894 Honors
Prerequisite: Multimedia
Journalism or Digital Photography
are recommended but not
required.

If one of the most exciting moments of your school year is getting your yearbook, you
should consider being part of the team that creates The Skipper’s Log. Students in
this course tell the story of the year at NKHS through words and visuals. From writing
and photography, to graphic design and marketing, to leadership and teamwork, this
class includes a bit of everything. This project-based course is perfect for creative,
organized students who like to collaborate with their peers. Honors credit is available
to those who fulfill extra requirements to be an editor. This course may be repeated
for credit.

Public Speaking

Public Speaking

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
2803

The purpose of this course is to enable students to feel comfortable and competent in
situations which require speaking publicly. The first half of the course emphasizes
techniques to build confidence in informal speaking situations. Emphasis is given to
body behavior, voice quality, audience analysis, proficient wording and delivery, and
effective listening. In the second half of the course, students prepare for and practice
more formal presentations including informative, process and persuasive speeches.

English Language Learners
The English Language Learners Program is both an instructional approach and a developmental language program
designed to develop social, conversational and academic literacy proficiency in English for students from non-English
language backgrounds

English Language Learner 1

English Language Learner 1

1 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
2713

This beginner course is designed to improve accuracy in using English for academic
purposes. Students will study and interpret a range of texts and produce a variety of
forms of writing, including short, guided research projects. They will begin to develop
their understanding of and ability to use accurate, idiomatic grammar. Activities will
also help students develop their oral presentation skills and acquire study skills
(including note-taking and summarizing skills) that will enhance their ability to learn in
all subjects, and to understand the changing world around them. (Students will be
assigned to 3 periods of ELL I).
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English Language Learner 2

English Language Learner 2

1 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
2723

This intermediate course prepares students to use English with increased accuracy in
classroom and social situations and begins to prepare them for participation in society
as informed citizens. They will continue to develop their understanding of and ability to
use accurate, idiomatic grammar and will extend their range of research skills.
Students will develop the reading, writing, and oral presentation skills required for
success in all subjects. Students will study and interpret a variety of grade-level texts.
(Students will be assigned to 2 periods of ELL II).

English Language Learner 3

English Language Learner 3

1 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
2733

This advanced course encourages students to develop independence in reading
literary works and academic texts, in writing essays and narratives, and in applying
learning strategies and research skills effectively. Students will also learn to respond
critically to print and media works and develop oral communication skills through
participation in formal and informal debates, discussions and presentations. (Students
will be assigned to 1 period of ELL III).
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Fine Arts
The Fine Arts Department at North Kingstown High School is a student-centered department whose philosophy focuses on the
Arts through art, drama, and music. We believe that the Fine Arts provide students with the opportunities to exhibit selfdiscipline, share in the group experience, and develop personal skills that will prepare students to communicate and compete
in a world of diverse communities and cultures.
Please note the following courses fulfill the graduation requirement for Fine Arts: Art 1, Theatre Practicum, Concert
Band, Symphonic Band, Freshmen Chorus, Mixed Chorus, Concert Choir, String Ensemble and Orchestra.

Visual Arts
Our Visual Art classes provide a comprehensive program for students in grades 9-12. We offer drawing, painting, sculpture,
ceramics, graphic design, fashion design and digital art. Each course offers creative projects, a variety of media and
opportunities to explore and master new techniques. Students are encouraged to problem solve for new and original
solutions. Developing critical thinking skills helps to promote innovative ideas that pave the way to entrepreneurial and
marketing skills that are needed in many of today’s career pathways. All courses are directly aligned to the National Core
Visual Arts Standards for Creating, Presenting, Responding, and Connecting.

Art 1
0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
7143

Art 2
0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
7243
Prerequisite: Art 1

Art 3
0.5 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
7343
Concurrent Course
Prerequisite: Art 2

Art 1
This one semester course will provide you the opportunity to sculpt, draw, paint and
design as you focus on the elements and principles of design. You will also experience
a variety of skills, techniques, media (pencil, pen, ink, charcoal, pastel, watercolor,
tempera paint, paper mache, plaster of paris, etc.) while developing creative problem
solving skills and your unique style. This course fulfills the Proficiency Based
Graduation Requirements in the Fine Arts and prepares you for further high school art
experiences.

Art 2
This one semester course will provide more opportunities to further study creative
problem solving. In Art 2, you choose subject matter, technique, and media. You also
get to decide to draw, sculpt, illustrate, paint, or fashion design your piece. You will be
encouraged to solve visual challenges, interpret their world, and approach the subject
matter in an individually expressive manner while advancing your composition and
technical abilities as they continue to learn and understand the elements and principles
of design.
Art 3
This one semester course will provide the opportunity to earn four college credits.
Initial research will be required by way of aesthetic analysis and inquiry of the different
art movements and styles of art history through the years. This process will help you
choose and study a unique concept. You will then develop, build, create, and present
an individual fine arts portfolio based on a chosen thematic vision.

Digital Design

Digital Design

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
7063
Prerequisite: Art 1
Fulfills Technology credit/2023

This one-semester course emphasizes creative and technical ability in graphics that
are used to communicate and idea, sell products, or convey a message. Projects
relate to the field of advertising and editorial design, such as typographic design,
signage, logotypes, posters, packaging graphics, and branding identity programs in
digital media. Students are trained to have efficient skills in both Adobe Photoshop and
Adobe Illustrator.
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Ceramics 1

Ceramics 1

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
7103
Prerequisite: Art 1

This one-semester course explores a broad range of techniques and approaches to art
through handbuilt and wheel-thrown clay. Students learn to approach ceramic artwork
as both functional and decorative sculptural objects. Development of technical skills
and artistic vocabulary include scoring, slipping, hand-building (slab, coil, and pinch
techniques), wheel-throwing, bisque firing, painting, and glazing, plus the endless
alternative possibilities involved with clay.

Ceramics Studio

Ceramics Studio

0.5 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
7123
Prerequisite: Ceramics 1

This one-semester course is designed for students who have completed Ceramics 1
and wish to continue their study of ceramics. As an advanced course, students will be
asked to expand on their existing knowledge of ceramics, to strengthen their technical
skills, and to seek sophisticated solutions to given assignments. In addition to their
own work in the studio, students can expect to pursue some research and inquiry into
the work of contemporary ceramic artists.

Advanced Placement
AP Studio Art

AP Studio Art

1 Credit
Grade: 11-12
Course:
7045 Drawing
7055 2D
7065 3D
Prerequisite: Art 3 or by portfolio
approval by Fine Arts department
chair

This year course focuses on the preparation of a portfolio based on the requirements
outlined by the College Board Advanced Placement program. These requirements
include three main parts: Quality, Concentration and Breadth. Although the work will be
guided by the teacher, much of the course is individualized and self-directed. Students
will work on developing their technical skills toward a mastery level; and their ideas as
part of a process of investigation, self-interest and critical thinking methods. All types of
media are allowed for art making as well as traditional and experimental approaches.
Students must produce a minimum of 24 works. The course emphasizes making art as
an ongoing process that involves the student in informed and critical decision making.
Specifically, for the AP Studio Art course students will work toward:
1. Development of a sense of quality in student work;
2. Concentration on a particular visual interest or problem; and
3. Creation of a body of work that reflects the breadth of abilities an artistic
knowledge a student has developed.

Theatre
The Theatre program offers artistic education centered on maximizing the passions, talents and personal development of
our students. We go beyond a traditional conservatory-style approach by creating opportunities for immersion in all aspects
of theatrical creation. Students are encouraged to develop their talents and educate themselves in a wider world of cultures
and ideas. As with art and music, drama stimulates the student’s knowledge and expands ways to communicate with
others and to examine the world around us.

Theatre Practicum

Theatre Practicum

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
7313

Theatre Practicum focuses on the fundamentals of stage movement, improvisation,
auditioning, and other traditions found in live theatre. The course gives students the
opportunity to act in a variety of scenes, one-act plays, monologues, musical theatre
and improvisation. It allows students to practice the craft of acting and to help them
develop their imagination and creativity using various theater games and
improvisation. This course may be taken more than once as new artistic opportunities
will be offered each time. This semester course will fulfil the Proficiency Based
Graduation Requirements in the Fine Arts.
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Music
The Music Department promotes the practice, understanding and enjoyment of music for all students by offering a broad
array of educational opportunities with specialization in theory, performance, music history, and musical theatre. Classes
are offered for all levels of musicianship as well as non-musicians who enjoy learning about jazz and popular song.
Advanced students in grades 10, 11 and 12 can earn Honors credit and College credit in the ensembles by completing a list
of required assignments.

Concert Band

Concert Band

1 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
7703

This is a course for students who play band instruments and can read music. No
audition is required. The ensemble rehearses a variety of concert band literature for
study and performance. Four evening concerts are required. This course will fulfill the
Proficiency Based Graduation Requirements in the Fine Arts.

Symphonic Band

Symphonic Band

1 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
7503 CP
7504 Honors
Prerequisite: Concert Band and
selection by director

This audition ensemble course is an involved study of music of various styles and
periods through participation in a band. Performances include local and national
competitive festivals as well as the Veteran’s Day Parade.
Public performances are required. Students in grades 10, 11 and 12 may choose
optional Honors credit. This course will fulfill the Proficiency Based Graduation
Requirements in the Fine Arts.

Freshman Chorus

Freshman Chorus

1 Credit
Grade 9
Course:
7403

This course provides an experience for students who enjoy singing and developing
their vocal abilities. The curriculum includes developing vocal range and blend as well
as other vocal techniques. Four evening performances are required. This course will
fulfill the Proficiency Based Graduation Requirements in the Fine Arts.

Mixed Chorus

Mixed Chorus

1 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
7413

This course is offered to students that enjoy singing in a relaxed non-competitive
atmosphere. This is a non-auditioned group that sings lighter selections and performs
a concert each quarter. Four evening performances are required. This course will
fulfill the Proficiency Based Graduation Requirements in the Fine Arts.

Concert Choir

Concert Choir

1 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
7423 CP
7424 Honors
Prerequisite: Audition by director

A select vocal ensemble devoted to learning and performing works from the vast
repertory of choral music from all historical periods and styles. Performances include
local and national competitive festivals as well as the opportunity to audition for the
school musical. Public performances are required. Students in grades 10, 11 and 12
may choose to earn optional Honors credit. This course will fulfill the Proficiency
Based Graduation Requirements in the Fine Arts.

String Ensemble

String Ensemble

1 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
7453

This is a course for students who play a string instrument (violin, viola, cello, bass)
and can read music. No audition is required. The ensemble rehearses a variety of
string ensemble literature for study and performance. Four evening concerts are
required. This course will fulfill the Proficiency Based Graduation Requirements in the
Fine Arts.
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Orchestra

Orchestra

1 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
7433 CP
7434 Honors
Prerequisite: Audition by director

This audition ensemble rehearses a variety of orchestral literature for study and
performance. Ensemble is open to violin, viola, cello and bass students. Students
must read written musical notation for their instruments. Performances include local
and national competitive festivals as well as the opportunity to play in the musical pit
orchestra. Public performances are required. Students in grades 10, 11 and 12 may
choose to earn optional Honors credit. This course will fulfill the Proficiency Based
Graduation Requirements in the Fine Arts.

Piano Keyboarding

Piano Keyboarding

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
7463
Priority seating for CTE enrolled
Music students

Piano Keyboarding is designed to teach the concepts and fundamentals needed to
perform on the piano. It will increase musical understanding beyond just reading
notes by teaching students a vocabulary of chords and keys, accompaniment
patterns, and improvisational techniques. Students will play melodies in several keys
and have the opportunity to participate in ensemble playing. Students will develop
good practice habits and learn techniques to increase the muscular agility and
flexibility of the hands.

American Popular Music 1

American Popular Music 1

0.5 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
7733 CP
7734 Honors
Concurrent Course
Priority seating for CTE enrolled
Music students

Rock emerged in the mid-1950s as a blending of mainstream pop, rhythm and blues,
and country and western--styles that previously had remained relatively separate. This
new style became the music of the emerging youth culture and was often associated
with teen rebellion. We will follow the story of how this rowdy first wave of rock and roll
(1955-59) was tamed in the early 60s but came roaring back with the Beatles and the
Rolling Stones and then went psychedelic by the end of the decade. Students may
receive optional Honors credit and/or College credit with additional assignments.

American Popular Music 2

American Popular Music 2

0.5 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
7743 CP
7744 Honors
Prerequisite: American Pop
Music 1

A continuation of American Popular Music 1, this course covers the 1970’s—1990’s.
The class will study the evolution of Pop music and culture as a reaction and narrative
of American history. Styles studied are funk, reggae, singer-songwriters, stadium rock,
metal, punk, rap, new wave, and grunge. Historic topics include the Women’s
Movement, end of Vietnam, rise of technology and consumerism, the Reagan years
and MTV. Students may receive optional Honors credit with additional assignments.

Survey of Music

Survey of Music

0.5 Credit
Grades: 10-12
Course:
7473 CP
7474 Honors
Concurrent Course

This introductory course is designed to give students a deeper understanding of
Classical Music by studying different musical styles and trends from each time period.
The class will also touch upon film music, world music and current musical trends.
Students may receive optional Honors credit and/or College credit with additional
assignments.

Priority seating for CTE enrolled
Music students
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History of Jazz

History of Jazz

0.5 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
7753 CP
7754 Honors
Concurrent Course
Priority seating for CTE enrolled
Music students

This course surveys the rich history and development of jazz music and its associated
culture. The class will explore principal artists and styles, as well as the related study
of race and conflict, gender, geography, African-American cultural values and jazz’s
influences of R & B, Funk, Rap and Hip Hop. Emphasis is placed on listening rather
than writing. Students may receive optional Honors credit and/or College credit with
additional assignments.

Creating Music with Chrome

Creating Music with Chrome

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
7883

This is a semester course that introduces students to basic music concepts using
Google apps and web-based audio and recording programs. Students will complete
tasks and assignments by creating, sequencing, looping, performing and syncing their
own music. Prior musical understanding is not required for this course. This course
will not fulfill the Proficiency Based Graduation Requirements in the Fine Arts.

Music Theory 1

Music Theory 1

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
7713
Priority seating for CTE enrolled
Music students

An introduction to music notation and reading instruction in rhythm, note reading,
scales, key signatures, intervals, triads and listening analysis. The class goal is to use
these tools to improve a student’s musicianship and to explore composing and song
writing. The course is designed for any student (trained or untrained) who enjoys
making music.

Advanced Placement
AP Music Theory

AP Music Theory

1 Credit
Grade: 12
Course:
7735
Concurrent Course
Prerequisite: Music Theory 1 or
pass a prerequisite placement
test. Fulfills non-core Math
elective credit.
Priority seating for CTE enrolled
Music students

Students in this class will work towards a deeper understanding of the various building
blocks of music: melody, harmony, rhythm, meter, texture, and form. This
understanding will be accomplished through development of written skills (analysis,
composition, and notation) and musicianship (listening skills, sight-singing, and
harmonization at the keyboard). The material covered in this class is equivalent to that
of a full year college course in music theory, and can receive College credit through
the Early Enrollment Program (EEP).
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Mathematics
Four years of mathematics are required for graduation. Students must participate in a math or math-related course during their
senior year. Four-year sequences may be selected in several ways as shown below.
College Prep: Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra 2, Pre-Calculus, Calculus, Statistics
Honors: Geometry, Algebra 2, Pre-Calculus, AP Calculus and AP Statistics.

Algebra 1 CP

Algebra 1 CP

1 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
6113
Fulfills one core Math
requirement.

Algebra I provides a basic approach to graphing, solving equations, function notation,
and statistics with emphasis on Common Core Standards and practices. As a result of
this course, students will be able to graph and perform operations on polynomials and
factor quadratic expressions.

Algebra 1 Everyday CP

Algebra 1 Everyday CP

2 Credits
Grade: 9-12
Course:
6113ED
Fulfills one core and one elective
Math requirement.

Algebra 1 provides a basic approach to graphing, solving equations, function notation,
and statistics with emphasis on Common Core Standards and practices. As a result
of this course, students will be able to graph and perform operations on polynomials
and factor quadratic expressions. This course meets every day to allow students to
have additional practice and time to gain proficiency on the algebra skills needed to be
successful in subsequent math courses.

Algebra/Geometry CP

Algebra/Geometry CP

2 Credits
Grade 10-11
Course:
6113B
6213B
Fulfills two core Math
requirements.

Algebra/Geometry is a compacted two semester course which meets every day. The
first semester is Algebra 1 CP (description above: 6113), the second semester is
Geometry CP (description below: 6213). This course is designed for sophomores or
juniors who wish to gain an Algebra 1 and Geometry credit in the same year. Students
receive one full math credit for each semester.

Geometry/Algebra 2 CP

Geometry/Algebra 2 CP

2 Credits
Grade: 10
Courses:
6213AB
6313B
Prerequisite: Algebra 1
Fulfills two core Math
requirements.

Geometry/Algebra 2 is a compacted two semester course which meets every day. The
first semester is Geometry CP (description below: 6213). This course is designed for
sophomores who wish to gain a Geometry and an Algebra 2 credit in the same year.
Students receive one full math credit for each semester. See course descriptions for
Algebra 1 CP and Geometry CP.

Geometry CP

Geometry CP

1 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
6213
Prerequisite: Minimum Grade of
70 in Algebra. Fulfills one core
Math requirement.

Students will focus on line/angle relationships, geometric shapes, area, volume, and
conic sections. The courses include emphasis on congruence, similarity and algebraic
patterns and modeling. Logical reasoning will be developed through a variety of proof
styles and strategies. Interpreting and analyzing data with measures of center and
spread, and probability, are included in this course.
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Geometry Everyday CP

Geometry Everyday CP

2 Credits
Grade: 9-12
Course:
6213ED
Prerequisite: Minimum Grade of
70 in Algebra. Fulfills one core
and one elective Math
requirement.

This Course will address the full geometry CP curriculum and will meet every day.
This course will address the proofs of geometric concepts through paragraph and twocolumn proofs. Students will focus on line/angle relationships, geometric shapes,
area, volume, and conic sections. The courses include emphasis on congruence,
similarity and algebraic patterns and modeling. Logical reasoning will be developed
through a variety of proof styles and strategies.

Geometry Honors
1 Credit
Grade: 9-10
Course:
6214
Prerequisite: Algebra with a
minimum grade of 85 or Advanced
Algebra with a grade of 70.
Fulfills one core Math
requirement.

Geometry Honors

Topics in Mathematics

Topics in Mathematics

1 Credit
Grade: 11-12
Course:
6813
Prerequisite: Algebra 1 and
Geometry CP
Fulfills one core Math
requirement.

This course is for students who need additional skill development before entering
Algebra II. Some of the subject matter includes: linear and quadratic equations,
inequalities, using systems of equations to solve problems, polynomials, statistics,
right and special triangles, circles, and work with 2-D and 3-D figures.

College and Career Math

College and Career Math

1 Credit
Grade: 12
Course:
6433
Prerequisite: Algebra 1 and
Geometry CP
Fulfills one core Math
requirement.

This course is designed for the two-year or technical/trade college senior who is in
need of further skill development prior to enrolling in a post-secondary program.
Topics covered include a review of arithmetic, basic algebraic concepts from
Algebra 1, Geometry topics including area and volume project based investigations,
and statistics and probability. During the year, curricular and supplementary materials
will be used to prepare students for the College Board exams and/ or collegemathematics placement exams.

Algebra 2

Algebra 2 CP

1 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
6313
Prerequisite: Algebra I and
Geometry

Topics include numbers and functions, systems of linear equations and inequalities,
quadratic functions, exponential and logarithmic functions, polynomial functions,
radical and rational functions.

Algebra 2 Honors
Course:
6314 Honors
Prerequisite: Geometry Honors
Fulfills one core Math
requirement.

This is a rigorous abstract course in geometry for the highly motivated student, using
rules of logic, definitions, postulates and theorems to develop a mathematical system
that can be applied to two and three dimensional figures. This course is designed for
the student who has been extremely successful in mathematics and is highly
motivated to learn. It is strongly recommended that students are confident and
proficient in their Algebra 1 skills and concepts from Advanced Algebra at the middle
school or Algebra 1 at the high school in order to consider this course.

Algebra 2 Honors
This is an accelerated course in Algebra which rigorously delves into abstract
algebraic theories and applications. This course is designed for the student who has
been extremely successful in mathematics and is highly motivated to learn. In
addition to the material listed above, Algebra 2 Honors includes greater emphasis on
complex numbers, logarithms and exponents. It is strongly recommended that
students are confident and proficient in their Algebra 1 skills and concepts from
Advanced Algebra at the middle school or Algebra 1 at the high school in order to
consider this course.

43
Program of Studies 2020-2021

Pre-Calculus

Pre-Calculus CP

1 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
6413
Prerequisite: Geometry and
Algebra 2.
Fulfills one core Math requirement

Pre-calculus study topics include analytic and applied trigonometry, radical and
rational functions, and exponential and logarithmic functions. Scientific calculators are
used throughout pre-calculus for assignments, class work and tests. Graphing
calculators are used frequently in each unit to aid in graphing many types of functions,
to demonstrate concepts, to facilitate problem solving, and to verify results of
problems solved algebraically.

Course:
6414
Prerequisite: Geometry Honors
and Algebra 2 Honors
Fulfills one core Math
requirement.

Pre-Calculus Honors
This is a rigorous course in theory and application of trigonometry and topics in
advanced algebra. This course covers the material needed for progression into AP
Calculus and is recommended for students who are considering careers in science,
technology, engineering or mathematics. Students who have credit for 6413 are not
eligible for credit in this course.

Calculus CP

Calculus CP

1 Credit
Grade: 12
Course:
6423
Prerequisite: Algebra 2 and PreCalculus
Fulfills one core Math
requirement.

This is an introductory course in calculus. Calculus furthers the study of linear and
non-linear functions through the study of limits, derivatives, applications of derivatives,
integrals, and applications of the definite integral. The use of a TI-83 or TI-84
calculator is necessary. The use of a calculator will be provided during class and on
loan during after school help sessions; however, students are encouraged to have one
for use at home. Students enrolling in this course are encouraged to enroll in a
college level calculus course in their freshman year of college.

Statistics CP

Statistics CP

1 Credit
Grade: 11-12
Course:
6343
Prerequisite: Strong Reading
comprehension skills are needed
and completion of Algebra 2
Fulfills one core Math
requirement.

This course is designed for the college-bound student who plans to major in an area
where statistics is required. Some of the topics included are data collection and
sampling techniques, frequency distributions and graphs, measures of central
tendency, variation, dispersion, position and exploratory data analysis. Basic
probability topics will be discussed along with numerous types of statistical
distributions. Problems using permutations and combinations will be discussed and
solved. Projects will be assigned to be completed using a variety of research methods.
A TI-83 or TI-84+ graphing calculator is required for the course and instructional
computer software will also be used. Although calculators will be provided for use in
class and during after school help sessions, students are encouraged to have a
calculator.

Advanced Placement
AP Calculus
1 Credit
Course:
6425
Prerequisites: Successful
completion of Honors PreCalculus

AP Calculus AB is the fourth course in the honors curriculum. The prerequisite
concepts are fully covered in the Honors Geometry, Honors Algebra II and Honors
Pre-Calculus classes. Students not having completed these courses should consult
with their current mathematics teacher or the Department Chair before enrolling in AP
Calculus AB.
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AP Statistics

AP Statistics

1 Credit
Course:
6345
Fulfills core Math requirement.
Prerequisites: Algebra 2

Topics covered are similar to Statistics CP but are covered in greater depth and
vision. Hypothesis testing is also studied.
The following is recommended by the College Board as prerequisite material for the
AP Statistics course:
The AP Statistics course is an excellent option for any secondary school student who
has successfully completed a second-year course in algebra and who possesses
sufficient mathematical maturity and quantitative reasoning ability. In addition to
completing Algebra 2, students should have strong reading comprehension skills.’

Success Academy
SA Algebra 1

SA Algebra 1

2 Credits
Course:
6113SA
Fulfills one core Math requirement
and one Math Elective.

Algebra 1 provides a basic approach to algebra with emphasis on Common Core
Standards and practices. As a result of this course, students will be able to graph and
analyze linear functions, solve various types of equations, perform operations on
polynomials and factor quadratic expressions.

SA Geometry

SA Geometry

2 Credits
Course:
6213SA
Fulfills one core Math requirement
and one Math Elective.

This course covers the fundamental concepts of geometry included in the Common
Core State Standards and practices and is intended to help students strengthen the
arithmetic skills necessary for geometry including simplifying radicals and using
formulas. Proofs are addressed through flow-charts and paragraph proofs.

SA College and Career Math

SA College and Career Math

1 Credit
Grade: 11
Course:
6433SA
Prerequisite: SA Algebra 1 and
SA Geometry
Fulfills one core Math
requirement.

This course is designed for the two-year or technical/trade college junior who is in
need of further skill development prior to enrolling in a post-secondary program.
Topics covered include a review of arithmetic and basic algebraic concepts from
Algebra 1. During the year, curricular and supplementary materials will be used to
prepare students for post-secondary mathematics placement exams.
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Physical Education/Health
The Physical Education/Health courses provide students with opportunities to develop skills and habits that promote lifelong
wellness. Students who actively participate in the physical education/health program learn the social aspects, challenges, and
leadership opportunities involved with physical education activities. Students also develop a higher level of overall fitness.
Through a variety of course options, students learn how a healthy lifestyle supports an improved quality of life. All students
participate in the nationally recognized fitness assessment called Fitnessgram. The standards for this test are criterion based
by both age and gender. Students test their flexibility, muscular strength, muscular endurance and cardiovascular endurance.
Credit requirement – Students must earn TWO credits of Physical Education/ Health to fulfill graduation
requirements. Students may not repeat physical education classes beyond the requirements in order to earn
additional credits toward graduation.
Students may take two Physical Education (PE) classes in the same year only to make up for a previously failed PE class.
There is no exemption from the Health Education credit requirement. Students who choose to be exempted from the “Family
Life” component of the Health curriculum will be given an alternate Health project to be completed independently.
Medical Excuse: Following are guidelines for students who are unable to participate in PE due to injury or extended
illness:
Credit can be earned for a medical excuse. The student will be given a PE or health related written assignment to complete
during class time. Medical excuses are not retroactive. A physician’s note is required for medicals lasting more than one day.
If a student is able to participate, on a limited basis, the teacher will attempt to modify the student’s program to meet the
guidelines of the physician. Students with long term medical excuses will be required to attend the rotation for health.
Adaptive Physical Education is a special service offered to students who qualify through an Individualized Education Plan
(IEP).

PE/Health 9

PE/Health 9

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9
Course:
4213

Students enrolled in ninth grade physical education will demonstrate sport-specific
skills in selected physical activities. In addition, they will participate regularly in physical
activity for the purpose of improving overall health and well-being. Students will
understand the principles of fitness and use information from fitness assessments to
set goals. Activities include movement, weight training and team sports. The health
component of this course includes the following topics: communication, decision
making, addiction and drug education, domestic violence, HIV education, suicide
prevention training, and the concepts of physical fitness.

PE/Health 10

PE/Health 10

0.5 Credit
Grade: 10
Course:
4223
Prerequisite: Successful
completion of grade 9 PE

Tenth grade students will participate in team building activities that develop group
problem solving skills. They will learn to work alongside classmates in a cooperative,
respectful manner. The activities in this course include team sports and lifetime
individual sports including pickle ball and tennis. The health component of this course
includes sexuality, family life, disease prevention, dating violence and HIV education.

PE/Health 11

PE/Health 11

0.5 Credit
Grade: 11
Course:
4233
Prerequisite: Successful
completion of grade 9 and 10 PE

Students enrolled in eleventh grade physical education will participate in team sports
which promote teamwork, cardiovascular endurance and sportsmanship. These sports
may include flag football, ultimate Frisbee, pillo polo, and floor hockey. In addition,
students will have an opportunity to develop skills in individual sports such as weight
training and conditioning and badminton. The health component of this course
includes First Aid instruction and certification, dating violence and HIV education.
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PE/Health 12
0.5 Credit
Grade: 12
Course:
4243
Prerequisite: Successful
completion of grades 9, 10 and 11
PE

PE/Health 12
Seniors are offered opportunities to further develop their skills in a variety of life-long
sports and physical activities such as weight training, racquet sports and personal
fitness. The health component of this course includes: stress management, CPR
instruction and certification, HIV education, dating violence, hazing and personal
safety.

Physical Education/Health Electives
Fit for Life 1

Fit for Life 1

0.5 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
4973
Prerequisite: Successful
completion of grade 9 PE

The purpose of this course is to enable students to learn the essentials of living a
lifestyle that enhances the health, fitness and optimal well-being for everyday life.
Students will be introduced to basic strength training techniques and will participate in
assessment activities. These assessment activities include analyzing muscular
strength and endurance, cardiovascular endurance, flexibility, body fat, speed, agility
and power. Students will examine their overall dietary habits and identify improper
eating habits. There is a strong emphasis on proper lifting techniques, spotting
techniques and weight room safety.

Fit for Life 2

Fit for Life 2

0.5 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
4983
Prerequisite: Successful
completion of Fit for Life 1

This course is designed to build off the foundation learned in Fit for Life 1. Students
will revisit personal fitness levels and goals while assessing their progress throughout
the semester. The principles of exercise science will be learned including the basic
study of the movements and coordination of all the body’s parts and systems, such as
the bones and muscles, in an effort to produce efficient, skilled movements. The
student will continue to gain an understanding of the relationship between physical
fitness, physical performance, injury prevention and nutritional intake in an effort to
establish a healthy lifestyle routine.

Fit for Life 3

Fit for Life 3

0.5 Credit
Grade:11-12
Course:
4993
Prerequisite: Successful
completion of Fit for Life 1 & 2

Fit for Life 3 is the culminating course which provides the student the knowledge and
confidence to become a physically active adult who can develop their own training
regimen, which will help lay the foundation for a longer, healthier lifestyle. Students
will increase their repertoire of training techniques and design their own nutritional
plan.

Wellness and Healthy Living

Wellness and Healthy Living

0.5 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
4953
Prerequisite: Successful
completion of 9th grade PE

This course will develop and further the knowledge of wellness concepts necessary for
healthy living. Integrated topics such as lifetime/health related fitness (yoga, walking),
stress management, physical, emotional, social well-being, diet, nutrition and goal
setting will be studied. Students explore various wellness applications that are
available, current event articles and personal preference to set goals and assess
progress. This course may not replace required Physical Education credit.
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Science
North Kingstown High School students are required to successfully complete three credits of science as a graduation
requirement. The sequence of courses is designed to offer students a well-rounded exposure to the different science
disciplines of: Earth and Space Sciences, Life Sciences, and Physical Sciences.
All Science classes at NKHS are aligned to the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS). College Preparatory courses
emphasize the conceptual content of the course with some mathematical reasoning involved. Honors courses go more in
depth in content and utilize a higher level of mathematical reasoning than college preparatory courses. All students are
required to be proficient in 3 years of Science CCA assignments.
There are three Science pathways established at NKHS: Success Academy, Traditional, and Accelerated. Ninth grade
students will automatically be enrolled into the Traditional Pathway unless they are placed into the Accelerated Pathway or are
recommended for the Success Academy Pathway. Students can place into the Accelerated Pathway with a proficient score on
the placement test, which is offered in the spring of their 8th grade year, and is based upon Earth and Physical Science
standards at the Honors level. Students enrolled in the Engineering CTE will be placed in the Traditional Pathway but will take
“Physics for Engineering” in place of “Introduction to Earth & Physical Science” in order to meet the Academy of Engineering &
Robotics program requirements.

Earth and Environmental
Science
1 Credit
Grade: 9-11
Course:
8102SA
All sections fulfill core Science
requirement.

Earth and Environmental Science
This course is designed to cover earth, space and environmental concepts covered by
the NGSS standards. Topics include: plate tectonics, waves, star formation, energy
sources, effects on the environment, and weather. Scientific inquiry is emphasized
through laboratory investigations. Note: this course is only open to Success Academy
Students.

Earth and Physical Science

Earth and Physical Science

1 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
8103CP
8104 Honors
Prerequisite: Successful
completion of Algebra 1 for Honors
All sections fulfill core Science
requirement.

This course will introduce students to the concepts involved in the studies of Earth and
Physical Science. This course examines the basic principles of how the Earth was
formed and continues to change as well as the concepts of what causes a change to
matter’s natural state. Scientific inquiry is emphasized through laboratory investigations.

Physics for Engineering

Physics for Engineering

1 Credit
Grade: 9-10
Course:
8413/8414
Prerequisites: Concurrent
Enrollment in Introduction to
Engineering Design
Fulfills core Science requirement
for Engineering CTE Students
only.
Fulfills non-core math elective
credit

Students will be exposed to topics that students will experience in the engineering
program in order to prepare them for success in future courses. Topics include: one and
two dimensional kinematics, forces, work and energy, momentum, rotational motion,
torques, statics, waves and DC Circuits. Applications to Earth Science will be made as
this course will replace Introduction to Earth and Physical Science for CTE Students.
Students taking Algebra 1 concurrently may be placed in 8413.
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Biology

Biology

1 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
8202SA
8203CP
Prerequisite: Successful
completion of Introduction to Earth
and Physical Science

This course is a survey of the various levels of living things. Structure, function, life
histories and relationships will be explored in order to form a cohesive picture of the
interconnected nature of life science. Scientific inquiry is emphasized through laboratory
investigations.

Course:
8204 Honors
Prerequisite: Successful
completion of Introduction to Earth
and Physical Science, or
exemption by proficiency exam in
Spring of grade 8.
All sections fulfill core Science
requirement.

Chemistry

Chemistry

1 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
8303 CP
Prerequisite: Successful
completion of Biology
Course #8304 Honors
Prerequisite: Successful
completion of Biology and
concurrent enrollment in Algebra 2
All sections fulfill core Science
requirement.
Fulfills non-core Math elective
credit.

This course examines the study of matter and the physical and chemical changes that
matter undergoes. Topics include: atomic structure, periodic trends, chemical
compounds, chemical reactions, solutions, acids and bases, and thermodynamics.
Scientific inquiry is emphasized through laboratory investigations.

SA Physical Science

SA Physical Science

1 Credit
Grade: 11-12
Course:
8312 SA
Prerequisite: Successful
completion of Biology SA
All sections fulfill core Science
requirement.

This course serves as an introduction of physical science topics. Topics include: motion,
forces, energy, waves, sound, light, atomic structure, formation of compounds, chemical
reactions, and thermo-dynamics. Scientific inquiry is emphasized through laboratory
investigations.

SA Human Anatomy and
Physiology

SA Human Anatomy and Physiology
Human Anatomy and Physiology for Success Academy Students. The human anatomy
and physiology course is designed for those students who may be considering careers in
human services, health sciences, certified nursing assistant, or nutrition, and who desire
knowledge about the human body and its systems. The course utilizes a variety of
presentation formats, including lectures, laboratory practicals and digital technologies.
The course also employs classical arts, such as sketching, digitizing images and making
life models. Emphasis is made on the importance of interconnectivity between body
systems and keeping these systems maintained. We investigate diseases, disorders,
and conditions of the systems and organs that we study. Specifically for this course,
There will be lessons based on how toxins such as vaping, alcohol, pesticides and
herbicides affect the health of body.
Note: as part of this course, students will dissect fetal pigs.

1 Credit
Grade: 11-12
Course:
8502SA
Prerequisite: Successful
completion of Biology SA
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Advanced Placement
AP Biology

AP Biology

1 Credit
Grade: 11-12
Course: 8205
Prerequisite: Successful
completion of Chemistry

The AP Biology course is designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory biology
course usually taken by biology majors during their first year. The college course in
biology differs significantly from our first year biology course with respect to the range
and depth of topics covered, the kind of laboratory work done by students, and the time
and effort required by students. Topics include: evolution, cellular processes, genetics
and information transfer, and system interactions. Scientific inquiry is emphasized
through laboratory investigations.

AP Chemistry

AP Chemistry

1 Credit
Grade: 11-12
Course:
8305
Prerequisite: Successful
completion of Chemistry and
Algebra 2.
Fulfills non-core Math elective
credit.

The AP Chemistry course is designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory
chemistry course usually taken by chemistry, biology, pre-medical, and pharmacy majors
during their first year. AP Chemistry expands upon the topics covered in the first year
chemistry course in the range and depth of topics covered, the level of laboratory work
done by students, and the time and effort required by students. Topics include: structure
and matter, bonding and intermolecular forces, chemical reactions, kinetics,
thermodynamics, and chemical equilibrium. Scientific inquiry is emphasized through
laboratory investigations.

AP Environmental Science

AP Environmental Science

1 Credit
Grade: 11-12
Course:
8315
Prerequisite: Successful
completion of Biology and either
Introduction to Earth and Physical
Science or Chemistry, as well as
Algebra 1

The AP Environmental Science course is designed to be the equivalent of a college
introductory environmental science course in order to provide students with the scientific
principles, concepts, and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of
the natural world, to identify and analyze environmental problems both natural and
human-made, to evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems, and to
examine alternative solutions for resolving or preventing them. Environmental science is
interdisciplinary; it embraces a wide variety of topics from different areas of study. Yet
there are several major unifying constructs, or themes, that cut across the many topics
included in the study of environmental science. Scientific inquiry is emphasized through
laboratory investigations.

AP Physics 1

AP Physics 1

1 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
8415
Prerequisite: Successful
completion or concurrent
enrollment in Algebra II. It is
strongly recommended that
students are concurrently enrolled
in Pre-Calculus.
All sections fulfill core Science
requirement.
Fulfills non-core Math elective
credit.

AP Physics I: Algebra—Based course is the equivalent to a first-semester college
course in algebra-based physics. The course covers Newtonian mechanics (including
rotational dynamics and angular momentum); work, energy, and power; and mechanical
waves and sound. It will also introduce electric circuits. Scientific inquiry is emphasized
through laboratory investigations. Previous credit earned in Honors or CP Physics, or
Physics for Engineering does not exclude students from enrolling in this course.
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AP Physics 2

AP Physics 2

1 Credit
Grade: 11-12
Course:
8425
Prerequisite: Successful
completion of either AP Physics 1,
Physics for Engineering or CP
Physics. It is strongly
recommended that students are
concurrently enrolled in PreCalculus.
Fulfills non-core Math elective
credit.

Algebra-Based is the equivalent to a second-semester college course in algebra-based
physics. The course covers fluid mechanics; thermodynamics; electricity and
magnetism; optics; and atomic and nuclear physics. Scientific inquiry is emphasized
through laboratory investigations.

Science Electives
Physics

Physics

1 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
8403
Prerequisite: Successful
completion or concurrent
enrollment in Geometry.
Fulfills non-core Math elective
credit.

This course examines kinematics, dynamics, the transfer of mechanical energy,
momentum, sound, electric and magnetic forces, simple circuits, periodic motion, and
light through a conceptual and algebraic approach. Scientific inquiry is emphasized
through laboratory investigations.

Human Anatomy and
Physiology

Human Anatomy and Physiology

1 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
8503 CP
8504 Honors
Prerequisite: Successful
completion of Biology

The human anatomy and physiology course is designed for those students who may be
considering careers in human services, health sciences, nursing, or nutrition, and who
desire additional knowledge about the human body beyond that provided in biology. The
course utilizes a variety of lecture and laboratory methods in order for students to
engage in an in-depth study of all major systems of the human body and how they
function together to maintain homeostasis. Note: as part of this course, students will
dissect fetal pigs.

Environmental Science

Environmental Science

1 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
8913
Prerequisite: Successful
completion of Biology

The Environmental Science course is designed to provide students with the scientific
principles, concepts, and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of
the natural world, to identify and analyze environmental problems, both natural and
human-made, to evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems, and to
examine alternative solutions for resolving or preventing them. Topics examined include:
ecology, atmosphere, agriculture, water resources, energy resources and consumption.

One Semester Electives
Science of Sports

Science of Sports

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
8253
Prerequisite: Completion of or
concurrent enrollment in Biology &
Algebra 1

This course addresses the human physiological and biomechanical aspects of exercising.
One quarter will focus on physiological changes in the human body brought about by
exercise, including discussion of the cardiovascular and respiratory systems. The second
quarter will focus explaining the specific movements made by athletes using the laws of
physics. Topics will include: linear and angular motion, Newton’s laws of motion, work
and energy, and optics. Data collection and video analysis/presentations will be a large
part of the course.
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Pharmacology

Pharmacology

0.5 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
8263
Prerequisites: Successful
Completion of Biology

This course will investigate the physiological and chemical effects of pharmaceuticals in
the body. The focus will be on how humans process various drugs/pharmaceuticals along
with their short-term and long-term effects to the body and mind. A variety of drugs will be
investigated, such as: medications for pain, diabetes & HIV/AIDS, narcotics and
stimulants.

Introduction to Organic
Chemistry

Introduction to Organic Chemistry

0.5 Credit
Grade: 11-12
Course:
8343
Prerequisites: Completion of
Chemistry 1 (CP or Honors)

This course gives students an introduction to the physical and chemical properties of
carbon-based compounds beyond what is taught in Chemistry 1 as well as their
nomenclature and geometry. It’s designed for those students considering careers in the
medical or science fields such as medical school, nursing, pharmacology, food science,
textiles, and materials science since these majors often require organic chemistry. The
course utilizes a variety of presentation formats, including lectures, laboratory practicals,
and digital technologies. Emphasis will be on organic reaction mechanisms of different
functional groups and their applications.

Comparative Anatomy

Comparative Anatomy

0.5 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
8513
Prerequisites: Successful
completion of Biology

Floriculture/Greenhouse
Management

Comparative Anatomy is an overview of the chordate phylum with an in depth look at
each of the classes of vertebrates contained within this phylum. Emphasis is placed on
how the major anatomical systems vary from one group to another.

Floriculture/Greenhouse Management

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
8713

This course is an introduction to the principles of floral design and basic
horticulture to the homeowner and career directed student. Students will be evaluated on
both theory and practical application with live plants, cut flowers, and holiday/special
occasion designs with emphasis on house plants.

Forensic Science

Forensic Science

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
8743
Prerequisite: Successful
completion of or concurrent
enrollment in Biology & Algebra 1

Forensic Science is designed around authentic performance assessments with students
working individually and in teams to solve crimes using scientific knowledge and
reasoning. This course will incorporate all areas of science including biology, anatomy,
chemistry, physics, and earth science with an emphasis in reasoning and critical thinking.

Landscaping

Landscaping

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
8723

This course is an introduction to turf, shrubs and design as they affect the homeowner.
This course centers on the principles of landscaping design and their applications. It will
also include a campus laboratory relating to the grounds and playing fields at NKHS.
Students must pass safety requirements to operate equipment.
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The Marine Biology &
Oceanography of
Narragansett Bay
0.5 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
8523
Prerequisite: Successful
completion of Biology

The Marine Biology & Oceanography of Narragansett Bay
This course surveys Narragansett Bay from a scientific perspective. The physical,
chemical and biological components of this unique basin will be examined. A historical
overview of the Bay’s uses will be presented along with current environmental problems.
A special paper or project may be required.

Science and Controversy

Science and Controversy

0.5 Credit
Grade: 11-12
Course:
8753
Prerequisite: Successful
completion of Biology

Science and controversy have long been intertwined. As science has advanced the
ability of humans to do more, the question often follows, “Is this advancement morally
acceptable?” This semester long elective class examines the historical and current
scientific advancements that have stirred up ethical debate.
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Social Studies
“Social studies is the integrated study of the social sciences and humanities to promote civic competence. Within the school
program, social studies provides coordinated, systematic study drawing upon such disciplines as anthropology, archaeology,
economics, geography, history, law, philosophy, political science, psychology, religion and sociology, as well as appropriate
content from the humanities, mathematics, and natural sciences. The primary purpose of social studies is to help young
people develop the ability to make informed and reasoned decisions for the public good as citizens of a culturally diverse,
democratic society in an interdependent world.” (National Council for the Social Studies, Expectations of Excellence:
Curriculum Standards for Social Studies, 1994)
The required history courses (Modern World History, U.S. I, U.S. II or AP U.S., and Democracy) cover core content
knowledge, develop historical inquiry skills and advance communication capabilities. These courses are offered at varying
levels in order to accommodate students’ individual needs. Integration of reading and writing is required in all courses at all
levels. Successful completion of 3.5 core history courses is required for graduation.

Modern World History

Modern World History

1 Credit
Grade: 9
Courses:
9102 SA
9103 CP
9104 Honors
Required for Graduation
All sections fulfill core
requirement.

This course is a survey of Modern World History from the Renaissance to modern
times. As a result of this course, students will know that various cultures influence
world history and how world history affect cultures of the world. Students will also
consider how events in the world today directly relate to key events of the past.

U.S. History I

U.S. History I

1 Credit
Grade: 10
Courses:
9202 SA
9203 CP
9204 Honors
Prerequisite: World History
Required for Graduation
All sections fulfill core
requirement.

This course is a study of early American history from Colonial times through the
Reconstruction period of the United States. As a result of this class, students will
understand the key influences that shape the United States as well as how history
must be observed from different perspectives. The relationship between human
culture and early U.S. history will also be studied.

U.S. History II

U.S. History II

1 Credit
Grade: 11
Courses:
9302 SA
9303 CP
9304 Honors
Prerequisite: World History and
History I Required for graduation
unless student completes AP U.S.
History in lieu of U.S. History II
All sections fulfill core
requirement.

This course provides a study of our country’s history from the time of the Progressive
Movement through the Watergate period. As a result of this course, students will
know the key influences which shape the United States as well as understand the
relationship between human culture and modern United States history. Students will
also exhibit a chronological perspective of modern U.S. history. Participation in the
History Day project is required of all students.

54
Program of Studies 2020-2021

Democracy

Democracy

0.5 credit
Grade: 11-12
Course:
9803
Required for Graduation

Beginning with the assumption that the health of a democratic society rests with the
capacities and commitments of its members to actively engage in democratic
processes, this course will educate students about democracy and provide
opportunities for all students to engage in democratic processes.

Advanced Placement
AP European History

AP European History

1 Credit
Grade: 11-12
Course:
9405
Fulfills core requirement.

The course is a survey of European history from the Renaissance to the present.
Students will analyze and compare the basic political, religious, philosophical, social
and economic movements that took place in Europe. This course is open to grade 11
and 12 students. Student readiness for this course will be reviewed by the North
Kingstown High School Social Studies Department.

AP Psychology

AP Psychology

1 Credit
Grade: 11-12
Course:
9715
Prerequisite: Strong skills in
biological sciences and reading
comprehension are
recommended.
Fulfills core requirement.

AP Psychology is a full year college level course in which students will gain an
understanding of individual development as it pertains to mental processes and
behavior. Along with preparation for the AP Psychology exam in May, the goals of this
course are to immerse students in modern psychological investigation techniques, to
accentuate the ethics and morality of human and animal research, and to emphasize
scientific critical thinking skills in application to the social sciences. Psychology is a
diverse social and biological science with multiple perspectives and interpretations.

AP U.S. History

AP U.S. History

1 Credit
Course:
9305
Prerequisite: U.S. History I

(may be taken in lieu of U.S. History II)
The course begins with a review of the U.S. History I material. Emphasis is on critical
reading and thinking, understanding change over time, and developing analytical
skills. By December the AP program has moved into the actual content of the regular
junior program, beginning with the post-Civil War Industrial Revolution. Class
activities are based on reading and note taking of the student text (American
Pageant), a wide selection of other readings, essential questions for focus, and a
continual frame of reference for the themes necessary to understand American
history.

Fulfills core requirement.

AP U.S. Government and
Politics
1 credit
Grade: 12
Course:
9425

AP U.S. Government and Politics
AP U.S. Government and Politics is a full year introductory college-level course in U.S.
government and politics. Students cultivate their understanding of U.S. government
and politics through analysis of data and text-based sources as they explore topics like
constitutionalism, liberty and order, civic participation in a representative democracy,
competing policy-making interests and methods of political analysis. AP U.S.
Government and Politics is open to qualifying seniors who have passed Democracy.
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Social Studies Electives
Contemporary History

Contemporary History

0.5 Credit
Grade: 11-12
Course:
9373

Contemporary History emphasizes recent history, focusing on the post-Watergate era.
Course topics include the Reagan Revolution, 9/11, and other pertinent issues from
1974 through 2005. As part of the course, students will learn how to research and
write a thesis driven paper along the lines they will most likely have to produce in
college. Students will choose the contemporary topic of the paper, contingent on the
instructor’s approval. Contemporary History is recommended for students preparing
for a two or four year college experience.

Current Issues

Current Issues

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
9513

Current Issues employs a multi-media approach (newspapers, televised news
segments, magazine articles, internet, etc.) to explore present day world, national,
state, and local issues. Students are encouraged to share their opinions
in a variety of forums which include class discussions, written assignments, and
projects. This class can be taken twice during a student’s high school career.

Economics

Economics

0.5 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
9613
Fulfills one elective math
requirement

As citizens, we face economic problems in our day-to-day lives at every turn, in both
public and private affairs. The economic role of government and the complexity of the
economic issues with which it deals have grown enormously in the past fifty years.
This course is designed to give students an understanding of the basic economic rules
as well as concepts of money, banking, investments, and competition. This course
covers micro and macroeconomics.

History Through Film 1

History Through Film 1

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-10
Course:
9943

This half year elective course will examine the presentation of history through the use
of film. Students will develop and sharpen the skills necessary to critically examine film
for historical accuracy, accuracy of setting, mood, and characters as well as examine
the values, agenda and effects of film. The course will cover various topics and
themes drawn from World History and United States History 1.

History Through Film 2

History Through Film 2

0.5 credit
Grade: 11-12
Course: 9953
No Prerequisite

This half year elective course will examine the presentation of history through the use
of film. Students will develop and sharpen the skills necessary to critically examine film
for historical accuracy, accuracy of setting, mood, and characters as well as examine
the values, agenda and effects of film. The course will cover various topics and
themes drawn from United States History II and Contemporary History. Students need
not to have taken History Through Film 1 to qualify for History Through Film 2.

Law

Law

0.5 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
9603

Law explores the many components of the legal system in the United States. The
course is designed to be a survey course of the legal principles, practices, and
conflicts inherent in the United States jurisprudence system. The main topics covered
throughout the course includes trial and appellate courts, federal and state court
structures, crime in the United States, individual rights and civil liberties, the criminal
and civil justice systems, and contemporary legal issues. Mock trial and appellate
court cases are tried by the students themselves in order to generate a more personal
awareness of how court systems operate.
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Psychology

Psychology

0.5 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
9713

This course provides students the opportunity to become familiar with the discipline of
psychology and its many fields. It is a survey course, emphasizing critical thinking and
considers major theorists and trends in the areas of learning, personality,
psychological disorders, emotion, motivation and altered states of consciousness.

Rhode Island History

Rhode Island History

0.5 Credit
Grade: 11-12
Course:
9503
Prerequisite: US History 1

Rhode Island History explores the historical roots of Rhode Island from colonial times
to present day. Special focus is offered to North Kingstown’s development over the
same time period. The course will include visitation to historical sites and use of local
resources.

Sociology

Sociology

0.5 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
9703

This course provides students with a comprehensive study of basic concepts,
principles and practices of sociology. Major areas of study include current social
problems of our times; group behaviors, group interaction, cultures, and the
socialization process. The emphasis is on discussion, group reports, problem solving,
and surveys.
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Special Education
The Special Education Department at North Kingstown High School provides services to students, determined eligible for
Special Education services through Federal Regulations, with Individualized Education Programs (IEP). Students receive specialized
instruction services aligned to their IEP goals. Educational and transitional goals are individualized and determined during the
IEP process to meet each student’s needs. These needs can be addressed in school or in the community for all or part of the
school day. Each IEP student will be assigned a case manager who will oversee each student’s IEP.

Resource Class

Resource Class

Credit: TBD
Grade: 9-12
Course:
0900

This service delivery model allows for individual needs to be supported. In Resource,
students are provided specialized instruction in their area of need and IEP
goals are addressed. Examples of supports provided include remedial instruction,
clarification of instruction and classroom accommodations, in addition to learning and
study strategies, guided practice, and planned review.

Collaborative Classes

Collaborative Classes

Credit: TBD
Grade: 9-12

Collaborative classes are taught by a highly qualified content area teacher and a
Special Educator in the general education setting. Collaborative classes include both
regular education and special education students. The collaborative classroom supports
academic diversity in the regular classroom and provides access to the state curriculum.
Students that have an IEP in collaborative classes receive services and supports
embedded into their regular education classes.

Life Skill Classes

Life Skill Classes

Credit: TBD
Grade: 9-12

Life Skills classes are academic classes designed to meet the needs of eligible students
with Individualized Education Programs whose curriculum are aligned to Essential
Elements, and whose IEP team may have determined that they will participate in the
RIDE Alternate Assessment.. These classes vary depending on the needs of the
students and are fluid in nature. Specialized classes provide an environment for
students who are on an individualized program for graduation/completion and may
include students with emotional, behavioral, and/or significant learning challenges.
Transitional needs are met in a number of ways through academic, vocational and/or
daily living skills/experiences in school or in the community.

Transition Academy

Transition Academy
The Transition Academy provides services to students from completion of high school
graduation requirements resulting in a high school diploma or age 22. Students must
qualify for additional transition services as decided by the IEP team. This program will
provide additional vocational opportunities, transitional activities, and functional daily
living skills.

Transition Exploration
0.5 Credit
Grade: 11-12
Course:
10033
Prerequisites: This course is for
students not enrolled in Life
Skills or The Transition
Academy.

Transition Exploration
The Transition Exploration class is designed to assist special education students in
creating a post-school transition plan. Students will examine individual interests and
abilities by completing a variety of transition assessments and research-based activities
which will allow students to identify career pathways that align with their interests and
abilities. This course will guide learners through a process that helps them set career
goals, secure the educational services they need to pursue their goals and thrive in the
changing economy.
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World Language
The Department of World Languages at North Kingstown High School boasts four language offerings: French, German,
Portuguese and Spanish. Advanced Placement courses are available for students studying Spanish. Students enrolled in
Portuguese will also have the opportunity to earn college credits in Portuguese III and IV through the Early Enrollment
Program. Finally, students studying German will have the opportunity to further hone their language skills by traveling abroad
to our partner school in Duren.

French 1

French 1

1 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
3113

In this introduction to French, emphasis will be placed on speaking and understanding the French
Language. The students will be exposed to basic grammatical structures and vocabulary.
Supplementary materials, such as videos, magazines and recordings will provide enrichment to the
basic text. A study of the countries in which French is spoken will also give the students a wellrounded picture of the customs and cultures of these lands. Preference given to 9th graders.

French 2

French 2

1 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
3123
Prerequisite:
French 1

The students will continue to build upon their basic French language skills. Speaking,
understanding, reading and writing will offer each student continued practice and progress in
controlling the target language. The students will continue to learn in greater depth the customs,
culture and geography of French speaking countries through the use of a wide variety of
audio/visual materials and activities.

French 3 Honors

French 3 Honors

1 Credit
Grade 10-12
Course:
3134
Prerequisite: French 2

This course is conducted as much as practical in the French Language and the students are
encouraged to express themselves in this language orally and in writing. Individual and group
projects, presentations, free conversation, listening practice, video reviews and the sharing of
culture are integral parts of this curriculum. The students will continue to increase control of
grammar and work on developing writing skills.

French 4 Honors

French 4 Honors

1 Credit
Grade: 11-12
Course:
3144
Prerequisite: French 3

Students will continue to develop listening and speaking skills through frequent short presentations
and situations. Directed and free conversation as well as composition will offer each student the
opportunity to increase facility in French. Thematic projects and activities will supplement and
reinforce the text. This course will be conducted in French. Students in this class may take the
Advanced Placement French Exam, however would not receive credit for the Advanced Placement
Course. See Advanced Placement section on page 11. Students are expected to attempt the Seal
of Biliteracy exam at the culmination of this course.

French 5 Honors

French 5 Honors

1 Credit
Grade: 11-12
Course:
3154
Prerequisite:
French 4

This fifth level course will enhance and refine aural and oral skills, advance reading comprehension
and analysis, and further develop writing skills. A variety of activities will be employed, such as
viewing and discussing films, writing essays and skits, journaling, oral presentations and open
dialogs. Students in this class may take the Advanced Placement French Exam, however would not
receive credit for the Advanced Placement Course. See Advanced Placement section on page 11.
Students are expected to attempt the Seal of Biliteracy exam at the culmination of this course.
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German
German 1

German 1

1 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
3213

German 1 is an introductory class with emphasis on understanding and speaking German. Students
will learn basic grammatical structures and vocabulary. A textbook is used along with
supplementary materials such as audio and video. During the year students will learn about many
aspects of Germanic culture, traditions, and customs. Preference given to 9th graders.

German 2

German 2

1 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
3223
Prerequisite:
German 1

The textbook serves primarily as a resource, as students’ linguistic discovery continues. The course
will focus on specific language structures through partner, repetitive, and written tasks. The
students will continue to build upon skills acquired in German 1. The use of audio and visual
materials will further enhance learning and curiosity for the language and culture.

German 3 Honors

German 3 Honors

1 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
3234
Prerequisite:
German 2

This course is conducted as much as practical in German and students are encouraged to express
themselves in the language, both orally and in writing. Reading, discussion, and writing about
contemporary short stories along with listening to audio plays will form a core of the work at this
level. In addition, the students will be guided in developing individual projects and presentations,
using videos, practicing free conversation and sharing cultural experiences. Students will continue
to review grammar and work on improving writing skills.

German 4 Honors

German 4 Honors

1 Credit
Grade: 11-12
Course:
3244
Prerequisite:
German 3

This course is conducted in German and, depending upon enrollment, often in tandem with German
III. The materials and books used in this course alternate: the course is not a repeat of German III.
Students are expected to attempt the Seal of Biliteracy exam at the culmination of this course.

Portuguese
Portuguese 1

Portuguese 1

1 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
3413

The student is introduced to the understanding, speaking, reading and writing of Portuguese.
Students will be exposed to many lands and culture of the Portuguese speaking people. Audio/video
materials will be used to enhance student interest and learning. Preference given to 9th graders.

Portuguese 2

Portuguese 2

1 Credit
Grade: 10-12
Course:
3423
Prerequisite:
Portuguese 1

Students will continue to demonstrate and practice their skills in controlling the language. Increased
exposure to all aspects of the culture through use of audio/video will further enhance student interest
and learning.
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Portuguese 3 Honors

Portuguese 3 Honors

1 Credit
Grade: 11-12
Course:
3434
Prerequisite:
Portuguese 2

This course is conducted as much as practical in Portuguese and the students are encouraged to
express themselves in Portuguese orally and in writing. Individual and group projects, presentations,
free conversation, listening practice, video and cultural topics are integral parts of the curriculum.
Students will continue to increase control of grammar and work on developing writing.

Portuguese 4 Honors

Portuguese 4 Honors

1 Credit
Grade: 12
Course:
3444
Concurrent Course
Prerequisite:
Portuguese 3

This course is conducted in Portuguese as much as possible and students are encouraged to
express themselves in the language both orally and in writing. This course is eligible for college
credit through concurrent enrollment with RI College (see page 12 for details). Reading, discussion
and writing about cultural topics will form the core of instruction. Students will prepare individual
projects and presentations. Student speaking and listening skills will be further developed through
conversation and in working with audio material. Students are expected to attempt the Seal of
Biliteracy exam at the culmination of this course.

Spanish
Intro to Spanish

Intro to Spanish

1 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
3313

In this first course of Spanish, the student is introduced to the sounds and basic structure of the
Spanish language. Emphasis is placed on the skill areas of understanding, speaking, reading and
writing. Culture is an integral part of this course. Students are introduced to many of the Spanish
speaking lands and their customs. Audio/video materials are used to enhance the learning process.
Preference given to 9th graders.

Spanish 1B

Spanish 1B

1 Credit
Grade: 9-10
Course:
3373

Spanish 1B is a full-year, novice level Spanish course intended for freshmen who successfully
completed Spanish 1 (Intro) at the middle school. This course will build upon the foundation set in
Spanish 1 and prepare students to be successful in Spanish 2. The student will have the opportunity
to further develop listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills through a variety of activities that are
rooted in authentic cultural exchanges and media.

Spanish 2

Spanish 2

1 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
3323
Prerequisite: Into to
Spanish, Spanish 1B or
Middle School Spanish 1
with teacher
recommendation

This course will build upon the concepts learned in the previous level. The student will improve
proficiency in listening, speaking, reading and writing skills as well as further his/her knowledge of
grammatical structures and usage.

Spanish 3

Spanish 3

1 credit
Grade: 10-12
Courses:
3333 CP
3334 Honors
Prerequisite:
Spanish 2

This third level course will emphasize in greater detail the four language skills: listening, speaking,
reading and writing. Students will review major grammar concepts, and will be introduced to more
advanced sentence structure and usage. Considerable attention will be paid to increasing vocabulary
as well as the ability to use the language in conversation and writing. Reading skills will be enhanced
through a variety of materials. Appreciation of the Spanish language and Hispanic culture will be
reinforced through audio/visual materials.
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Spanish 4

Spanish 4

1 Credit
Grade: 11-12
Courses:
3343 CP
3344 Honors
Prerequisite: Spanish3

The fourth level course will further develop the four language skills: listening, speaking, reading and
writing. Emphasis will be placed on advanced sentence structure and usage, and advanced
vocabulary. Students will be given the opportunity to increase oral and written proficiency in Spanish
through frequent short presentations, daily living situations, conversations and compositions.

Spanish 5 Honors

Spanish 5 Honors

1 Credit
Grade: 12
Course:
3354
Prerequisite: Spanish 4
Honors or Spanish 4 CP
with approval of
Department Chair

This fifth level course will enhance and refine aural and oral skills, advance reading comprehension
and analysis, and further develop writing skills. A variety of activities will be employed, such as
viewing and discussing films, writing essays and skits, journaling, oral presentations and open dialogs.
Students are expected to attempt the Seal of Biliteracy exam at the culmination of this course.

Advanced Placement
AP Spanish Language
and Culture
1 Credit
Grade: 11-12
Course:
3355
Prerequisite: Spanish 4,
or Spanish 3 with
permission of World
Language Department
Chair.

AP Spanish Literature
and Culture
1 Credit
Grade: 12
Course:
3365
Prerequisites: AP
Spanish Language and
Culture

AP Spanish Language and Culture
This Advanced Placement course provides students the opportunity to learn Spanish at a college level
while still in high school. The main focus of the course is to develop students’ communication skills
with a strong emphasis on conversation and composition through integration of skills. Students will
study the language and culture through the interpersonal, interpretive and presentational modes of
communication. The course is connected to six overarching themes that allow students to enhance
their language skills through the study of perspectives of Hispanic cultural topics and ideas. The AP
examination will not seek to evaluate specific course content, but rather levels of performance.
Students who pass the AP Examination in their junior year will qualify for the Seal of Biliteracy.
Students who complete this course in grade 12 must attempt the Seal of Biliteracy exam in order to
qualify.

AP Spanish Literature and Culture
The AP Spanish Literature and Culture course uses a thematic approach to introduce students to
representative texts from Peninsular Spanish, Latin American, and United States Hispanic literature.
Students develop proficiencies across the full range of communication modes (interpersonal,
presentational, and interpretive). Literature is examined within the context of its time and place. The
course also includes a strong focus on cultural connections and comparisons, including exploration of
various media.
Students who pass the AP Examination in their junior year will qualify for Seal of Biliteracy.

World Language Electives
World Cultures

World Cultures

0.5 Credit
Grade: 9-12
Course:
3163

The purpose of this course is to educate students to become culturally competent global citizens and
to prepare them for an increasingly globalizing world which will require students to work effectively in
cross-cultural situations. Students will develop an understanding of a variety of world cultures as well
as investigate how a culture develops, changes, is spread to other cultures, and its power to influence
our lives and events. Topics include, but are not limited to: the role of family, language, art, the
business environment, political and religious ideologies, government types, gender roles, work and
how culture influences behavior.
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Appendix A
Concurrent Classes /Credits for Colleges and Universities
Careers

Credits/College

Accounting 1 & 2

3 credits at New England Institute of Technology

Business Leadership and Entrepreneurship

3 credits at RIC

Honors College Business

Students performing at 83% or higher earn:
3 credits at CCRI
9 credits at New England Institute of Technology

Personal Finance and Investments

3 credits at RIC

Global Business and Economics

4 credits at RIC

COM 1, COM 2 & COM 3

Successful completion of all courses will result in 7 credits
at CCRI

English
British Literature Honors

4 credits at RIC

Fine Arts

Credits/College

AP Music Theory

4 credits at RIC

Survey of Music

4 credits at RIC

History of Jazz

4 credits at RIC

American Popular Music

4 credits at RIC

Art 3

4 credits at RIC

World Language

Credits/College

Portuguese 4 Honors

4 credits at RIC

German 4 Honors (potentially for 2019-2020)

Pending for credits at URI
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