June 4th, 2018

UPCOMING EVENTS AT HIGHLAND OAKS

From the President

Tues 6/5

Minimum Day, dismissal at
12:35pm

Dear Highland Oaks families,

Wed 6/6

Minimum Day/ Last Day of School
dismissal at 12:35pm

The end of the year has arrived! Unbelievable!

Thurs 8/9

Hawk Day Registration

Wed 8/13

Hawk Day Registration Make-up

Thurs 8/16

First Day of School

For the AUSD Elementary School Calendar 2018-19
https://1.cdn.edl.io/0UQIXBSKo3Air9gx4Tkq3vrKlm42Z
69LN92D6iJLguhkiL2q.pdf

Calling for Parent Volunteers
If you would like to help with Hawk Day Registration,
please contact Nana: shennana3@gmail.com
Hawk Day Registration is also a time for parents to
sign-up to be a Room Rep and/or Foundations in Art
volunteer.

I want to thank all of the wonderful parents and
staff here at Highland Oaks for making this year
so great. It has flown by, meaning that everything
ran smoothly and we all had fun in the mean
time, right??
It has been a fabulous journey for our family the
last sixteen years. We will take away from it
many happy memories and treasured friendships.
I sincerely hope that all of you will enjoy your
journey through H.O. as much as we have.
We have posted an article listing all the many,
many parents who have joined our SUPERHERO
team this year in some way or another. We
couldn’t support our students and school without
all of you, so a BIG Thank You to all of you for
sacrificing your time and talents to make our
school SUPER.
Thanks again and have a wonderful summer!
Sincerely,
Angie Jensen
HOPTSA president

Missing, please help return:
HOPTSA is missing a few EZ ups from Carnival. If one was
accidentally taken home, please bring back to the MPR.
Thank you.

HOPTSA thanks volunteers:
Phil Schmidt for his invaluable contributions to Video Club, Rockin’ Recess and Hawk Walk.
Melinda Arbuthnot for her tremendous help with Rockin’ Recess.

Coffee Talk with Mrs. Mattera

I can’t believe my second year at Highland Oaks is coming to an end. Last year I was hired a week before school
started. I had so much to learn as I started the school year. Being new to the state of California and new to
Highland Oaks was very exciting, but a bit overwhelming at the same time. Luckily, everyone was so welcoming
and before I knew it, I was acclimating to my new environment very quickly.
The 2017-18 school year has been busy, but very successful. We hired 6 new staff members who were an asset to
the existing wonderful staff at Highland Oaks. We adopted a new ELA program and Leader In Me was in full swing.
The teachers organized a wonderful holiday program, along with a staff holiday video which was a lot of fun. Our
Leader in Me Lighthouse Team came up with some cool ideas to beautify the school. All staff and students got
involved as leadership letters were made and displayed in our library, a beautiful habits sign was created by each
grade level and was put in the pavillion area, and rocks were painted by every student at Highland oaks for our
upcoming rock garden.

Highland Oaks students are very talented. We had our talent show in March, which included 50 acts and 75
students participating. In addition we had the HO Spring Show, Coast to Coast in May, with all grades plus Show
Choir performing. Both shows drew a big crowd.
Open house was on May 24th which also brought in a lot of people. Parents, students, extended families, and
incoming families walked through classrooms to see all the wonderful works of our students this school year.
Teachers worked very hard to display all of the students hard work throughout the year. Each classroom looked
amazing.
As the 2017-18 school year comes to a close, we have end of the year celebrations in all classrooms as well as
many fun activities planned for our 5th graders. We had a staff vs 5th grade softball game this past Friday which
was a lot of fun. Our grade 5 students will be truly missed as they move on to the next chapter in their lives.
Overall, it was a great year and I look forward to what the 2018-19 school year will bring. I wish everyone a
wonderful summer break!


When filling out the
registration packet at
the start of the
school year, please
be sure to give upto-date information in
order to receive
emergency and nonemergency
communication
throughout the
school year.


HOPTSA 2017-18 Recognition of Service
GEM Award-To the Highland Oaks Proctors for Going the Extra Mile
Jennifer Chalberg, Olivia Flores, Renee Freeman, Debbie Inchausti, Emily Kavazov,
Monica Lopez, Jenny Santoyo, Lynn Swender , Claudia Valenzuela
Very Special Person Award- Karen Hsueh for contributing to the school community in a
special way (Designing Dads).
Honorary Service Award- Barbara Miles and Leena Thomas for outstanding service over a
period of time to children and youth.
Golden Oak Service Award- Angela Jensen for significant contributions to children over a
period of 10 years in numerous capacities at several schools and with multiple
organizations that serve our community’s young people.
Recognition of Retiring Teacher- Becky Rees

BOOK BATTLES
OVERALL RESULTS for
AUSD
CONGRATULATIONS!
The students read over a dozen books and
competed in several rounds of questions
related to plot, author, and character details
first at the school site. The winning team for
each grade then competed district wide last
Tuesday
Highland Oaks was represented by:
Mrs. Smith’s 3rd grade class-2nd place
Mrs. Williams’ 4th grade class-2nd place
Mrs. Citizen’s 5th grade class-3rd place
All three winning grade levels were
represented by Highland Oaks, Longley Way
and Hugo Reid Schools.

3rd grade students at the Book Battles Final

Exploring and Creating during a Star Wars themed STEM NIGHT
What a night! A HUGE THANK YOU to all the terrific volunteers who made our 2nd Annual Family STEM Night
possible! We couldn’t do it without you and May the Fourth Be With You ALWAYS!!
Kids and their families enjoyed interacting with reptiles, exploring the galaxy via telescope and planetarium,
building, creating, and just having fun! There were even sighting of Star Wars characters from throughout the
galaxy including Stormtroopers, T-Fighter Pilots, Chewbacca (although he looked a lot smaller in person), Princess
Leia, Rebel Pilots, BB-8, and even a mini-Darth Vader. Thanks everyone for really getting into the spirit of our Star
Wars theme!!
We would also like to thank Luwin Kwan for taking some incredible photos of the event and for his making them all
available for anyone to download for free. Below are some of the fantastic photos, but please do yourself a favor
and be sure to go to the following link to see more photos and to download your favorites without cost (you may
even find a gem or two of your own family there!!!): https://www.luwinkwan.com/Highland-Oaks-STEM-Night5418/n-wFXND8/
Thanks again and looking forward to another great STEM Night in 2019!!

Spring Show “Coast to Coast”

Carnival “Everyday Heroes”

I want to thank all of the volunteers that helped out in the
carnival big or small. You all did an amazing job. To those
who had to build your game, you did an awesome job and I
thank you. All the extended family members that took the
time to volunteer, thank you. You all made the carnival a
huge hit!. A huge shout out to Mrs. Mattera and Angie for
all your help with the carnival. Thank you all. Carnival was
so amazing because of all of you!
Trisha Dawkins, Carnival Chairperson

