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WALTER “SPUD” O’NEIL, CLASS OF 1965
Spud O’Neil was born and raised in Long Beach, California.
As a St. Cornelius Catholic Elementary School student and
a St. Anthony Saint, Spud loved both school and sports.
In his four years at St. Anthony, he excelled in three sports
- football, basketball and baseball, and went on to make
acareer of coaching at the high school level. As a youngster, he inherited his nickname from his father who
received the nickname “Spud” from his Long Beach Poly
High School football teammates, who snuck into boxing
clubs in downtown Long Beach. After a few sparring sessions, his father was nicknamed “Spud”, and young Walter
then became Spud Jr.
After graduation from St. Anthony in 1965, Spud attended
classes and played baseball at Long Beach City College.
Later, he served in the United States Army from 1967 to
1969 and is a Vietnam Purple Heart Veteran. Upon his
return from military service, Spud eventually enrolled at
California State University, Long Beach, and earned his
Bachelor’s Degree in Physical Education along with a
teaching credential in 1976.
But first, after his time in the Army, Spud landed a coaching position at St. Anthony High School, working with the
“C” football team. A few months later in 1970, he worked
with Saints baseball Head Coach Marty Johnson as a varsity baseball team assistant. From that point forward, Spud
knew what he loved and that he was as destined to coach
baseball. This goal was furthered when he was named
head coach of the Saints varsity baseball team which he
coached for five seasons.
From 1980 - 1983, Spud moved 60 miles northeast of Long
Beach to become head coach of the Colton High School
Yellow Jackets. Under Spud’s leadership, this team won
two league championships and a CIF Championship game
appearance in 1983.
In 1984, Spud came back to the Long Beach area to begin
his tenure with the Lakewood High School Lancers. From
this time to the present, Spud has led Lakewood to 21
Moore League championships, making 36 appearances in
the CIF Southern Section playoffs, four CIF-SS Championship game appearances and winning two CIF-SS titles in
1987 and 2006.
Spud’s time at Lakewood is historic. His long tenure and
success as a baseball coach earned him 873 victories to
date, 763 of his wins coming from Lakewood. His total wins
are ranked as the most wins in the history of all athletics in
the Moore League, and the third all-time record of any
baseball coach in all of California, according to the Long
Beach Century Club.
Coach Spud O’Neil is a living legend at Lakewood High and
beyond. In 2017, Lakewood High School’s Home Field was
named in his honor as “Walter ‘Spud’ O’Neil Field.”
In
2018, Walter “Spud” O’Neil marked his 35th year coaching
baseball. He has helped develop over 50 professional
baseball athletes in his time as a coach. Among these, six
went on to play in Major League Baseball, and three are
current active MLB players.
Spud has one daughter, Kara O’Neil, a stepson and stepdaughter, Chris Bass and Stephanie Dreisbach (Simon),
and granddaughters Hannah, Rylee and Cate. His wife,
Cindy, passed away December, 2016.

