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Independent P.E. abolished
By Alyssa Meekins and Michelle Lopez

Starting next year, all sopho- students have Fs.
mores will have to take a second
Student opinions on the change
year of P.E. at school as opposed to varied.
taking independent P.E.
“It’s dumb because I couldn’t
The decision was made by par- do a second sport because I play
ents, teachers, and the P.E.
department, Principal Lucas
said.
Many saw the independent
program as a joke.
“They say they did push-ups
for one hour straight or sit-ups
for one hour straight,” Vice
Principal Mrs. Howman said.
“Kids are lying and parents
are lying for their children. The
law is students need two years
of P.E.,” she said.
Athletic Director Eric Pearcy confirmed her observations.
“They say they went motorcycle riding, shopping and
walking their dog.”
Photo by Michelle Lopez
He said he is concerned that
students think those are physi- Freshmen Cristian Guzman and
cal activities.
Raymart Rillo running the track
Mrs. Howman added that
in P.E. yesterday.
too many sophomores “don’t
turn in the log, fail independent
club volleyball,” said freshman
P.E., and get academic probation.” Shaylene Sanchez.
Mr. Pearcy estimated that 15 to
But sophomore Ariel Curiel
20 percent of the independent P.E. stated, “I think it will be helpful

because then we won’t have to
stress about remembering the P.E.
forms.”
She added, “It helps my GPA
when I turn them in but I forget
to turn them in and it drops my
GPA.”
Freshman Matteo Baez looks
forward to the change.
“I think that I would rather do
regular P.E. than independent P.E.
because this P.E. helps push me to
achieve goals,” he said.
“My opinion is that they
should’ve implemented it next
year because most of us this year
were expecting independent P.E.,”
said freshman Daniel Rosa.
Students who participate in two
full seasons of a varsity sport will
continue to take only one year of
P.E., Pearcy said.
P.E. classes will be the ame as
the original 9th-grade classes with
Mr. Pearcy and Mrs. Block teaching.
Also, from now on, the fitness
test will be only for the 9th grade
P.E. class.
Mrs. Howmman noted that many
P.E. situations are handled case by
case.
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Petition brings change and optimism
By Emilio Yanez and Tyler McKay
Seniors’ concerns about a new
teacher’s style and classroom behavior have changed after presenting a petition spelling out their complaints.
With the signatures of 69 seniors,
the petition was presented to the
Bridge Advisory Council Feb. 7.
Mr. Kevin Smith was hired at the
start of the semester to teach economics and law and society.
He reportedly offended students
with inappropriate jokes and statements, the petition said.
Some seniors have noticed improvements in Mr. Smith’s character and classroom since the petition.
“He’s changed the way he makes
jokes because he realized he made
a lot of students uncomfortable. He
has apologized to some students
since,” Jaslene Diaz stated.
Ricardo Hernandez said, “He has
taken our concerns about his students’ learning styles.”
Mr. Smith was asked if he wanted
to comment.

“Thank you for the opportunity,
but I would rather not comment on
the situation,” he said.
Vice Principal Mrs. Howman
said, “I believe it is important that
we give teachers a fair chance. Mr.
Smith was put into a difficult situation coming halfway into the year.”
She added, “Mr. Smith cares
about the students. He is trying his
best. He spends extra time making
lesson plans for the next day.”
Long-term substitute Mr. Lacayo
taught the class last year and the
first semester of this year.
Other students, such as senior
Dennis O’Donovan, say they have
not seen noticeable changes.
Others say there was not a problem in the first place.
On a final note, Ms. Howman
said, “When students at the Bridge
get unhappy it seems they jump
straight to a petition. There are more
effective ways to handle these situations.”
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“Horror” will provide
laughs, love, music
Tickets are on sale for the musical “Little Shop of Horrors” to
be performed by the Advanced
Theatre class next month.
Called a “goofy yet very dark”
show, the play is about moral dilemmas, said teacher and director Cassie Hammond.
Seymour Krelborn, played by
senior Blake Hefner, finds an
odd plant during a sudden lunar
eclipse.
He calls the plant Audrey II,
voiced by senior Alejandro Ojeda,
named after his crush, Audrey,
played by junior Brianna Medina.
Audrey II makes all his
dreams come true, but she begs
Seymour for blood, which creates many moral conflicts.
The show is a 1980s take on
events in the 1960s, so the songs
cover a variety of styles.
Performances will be at 7 p.m.
March 8, 9, 15 and 16 in Simpson Hall.
Students and staff pay $8.
General admission is $10.

Give us ideas

If you disagree with our
editorial or simply want us
to write about a different
point of view, share those
ideas by writing a letter and
submitting it to room 309.
Student articles, as well
as original photographs and
letters to the editor, will be
considered for publication.
We would be more than
happy to hear what you
wish to share.

Page 3

Bridge receives Distinguished School Award
By Nancy Hillig

The Bridge has made a big
leap in academic achievement,
which has brought the school yet
another award.
Nuview Bridge Early College
High School was nominated by
the California Distinguished
School Program to receive an
award for the 2018-2019 school
year.
The California School Recognition Program “recognizes
elementary and middle and high
schools in alternate years,” according to the California Department of Education.
To be eligible to receive the
award, schools must follow a
“cycle,” each one being different for middle schools and high
schools.
Bridge qualified by demonstrating excellent student performance and helping to close the

achievement gap of the school.
The school has been working
hard to maintain this outstanding
behavior and has done so successfully.
As a result
of
B r i d g e ’s
dedication
and perseverance,
this is the
second time
the school
has
received this
prestigious
award.
Principal Jasper Lucas applied
for the award and was ecstatic
with the nomination result.
“The amount of college credits our students are leaving with
by the time they graduate high

Bridge All-Stars shine

Courtesy of
Coach Tommy Choe

Coach Albert Castro, Nick
Gaba, Alexx Nunez, Coach
Tommy Choe

Two Knights were chosen to
play in the Inland Empire All-Star
Classic football game.
Senior Nick Gaba started on defense at strong safety. He got an
early interception.
Senior Alexx Nunez played on
the kick return team and took a
turn at quarterback, making a long
pass completion late in the first
half.
Coach Tommy Choe said, “They
did a great job representing the
Nuview Knights.”

school makes our school outstanding,” Lucas said.
In the application, Lucas talked about the early college program and how it has grown over
the years.
Having the ability to take college
classes while in high
school has helped
Bridge
become
well-known.
Mrs. Lucas also
mentioned, “Even
students and families who didn’t think
they can afford or
complete an associate degree or
complete IGETC or major prep
are doing just that.”
In addition to the early college
program, Lucas discussed how
seniors are being accepted into
prestigious universities and colleges.
According to the application,
the seniors of 2018 “had at least
one student attending each of
the nine University of California
campuses.”
This accomplishment has continued throughout the years and
is expected for the upcoming senior class of 2019.
While at the Bridge, students
can not only take college classes, but also earn an Associate’s
Degree through Moreno Valley
College.
Seniors receive the degree at
the college graduation.

Page 4

Students of the Month

By Solimar Samhouri and Ciarrah Coleman
Photos by Solimar Samhouri

Congratulations to February’s
Students of the Month: freshman
Presley Merfalen and sophomore
Guadalupe Ochoa
Nominated by Ms. K. Hansen,
“Presley has made a real and noticeable effort to be more organized and to improve the quality
of her work this semester. She
Sophomore Guadalupe Ochoa
is always prepared for class, she
has turned in excellent work. She She works hard, works well with
her classmates, and turns in very
creative work,” she said.
Mr. Moore nominated freshman Brenda Martinez and junior
Isaac Galindo.
“Brenda is very punctual in
preparation for the band’s zero
period class. She prepares herself
by practicing the current music
literature, shows poise, and is a
Freshman
great example of an advancing
Presley Merfalen
band student,” he said.
“Isaac is a very dependable stuhelps her friends and classmates dent. I can count on him to be on
when they need it.”
time and prepared to play his inMr. Castro said, “Guadalupe is strument, lending a strong sound
an exemplary student. Her per- to the band. Not only is he very
sonality brings out the best in her teachable, he has a persona that
peers and teachers.”
adds to the cohesiveness of the
Also nominated by Mr. Castro entire group,” Mr. Moore said.
was freshman Nala Smith.
Freshmen Xavier Michel and
“Nala is relentless and resilient. Leslie Jimenez were nominated
She is exemplary in grade man- by Mr. Clarke.
agement and time management,”
“Xavier has excelled in Scholhe said.
ars. He is now more responsible
Ms. K. Hansen also nominated and is bringing his grades up in
sophomore Alyssa Meekins.
his other classes,” he said.
“Alyssa is such a joy to have in
“Leslie is responsible and priclass because she always makes oritizes her time to get her work
an effort to be silly with Spanish. done. She is kind and is helpful

to others,” he said.
Ms. S. Hansen nominated
freshmen Gustavo Perez and Priscilla Andrade.
“Gustavo conducted an honest
evaluation of his study habits last
semester. He has made positive
changes and his grade in English
reflects his hard work,” she said.
“Priscilla has also started the semester strongly. Although Bridge
was not her school of choice, I’m
glad that she is here,” Ms. S. Hansen said.
Nominated by Mr. Fernandez
are sophomores Kaven Heredia
and Sasha Lopez.
“Kaven has a great academic
consistency and great character.
Kaven is always ready to answer
questions and is always very
friendly and polite to everyone
around him,” Mr. Fernandez said.
“I also nominate Sasha Lopez
for student of the month because
of her ability to balance so many
activities, yet she is very responsible and maintains a good work
ethic. Sasha is taking college
classes, sports (Cheer and Soccer)
and still has an “A” in class,” He
said.
Ms. Alger nominated sophomores Elizabeth Kayukiro and
Rocio Llamas, who maintain As
in their English classes while attending college.
“Both offer helpful insights
during discussion and set great
examples of what Knights should
be,” she said.

Knights on the Street
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What’s your favorite thing about Valentine’s Day ?
By Susie Oseguera and Marissa Vargas
“Going out and getting food
and then eating the food
after.”
Freshman Janelly Meza

“Receiving a snap from
Team Snapchat.”
Sophomore Edith
Mendoza

“Listening to all the sad
music I have ‘cause I don’t
have anybody.”
Junior Marco Aguilar

“This year it was the
rain.”
Senior Luis Rodriguez

Humans of the Bridge
Jodi Lacangan
I am the crazy person who made the
Little Shop of Horrors science board
for Science Fair. A weird thing about
me is that I am 4’9”. One of my main
goals is to major in business administration, marketing, or graphic design. If
you need any help in various subjects,
feel free to contact me.
By Marylyn Carrillo and Leslie Corona

Photo by Marylyn Carrillo
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Story by Justin Castillo
and Katelynn Ramirez

Soccer kicks it to CIF

The Nuview Bridge Knights’ xoccer team finished a high-scoring
season with a 8-0-1 league record
and 13-2-2 overall.
With an almost undefeated season, the team are reigning League
Champions for the third year in a
row.
Although they were not victorious in becoming CIF champions,
they made it all the way to the quarterfinals.

By Katelynn Ramirez
Senior captain Sean Palena
goes for a header.
Goals per
match

3.5

Assists per
match

2.9

Steals

203

Shots

278

Goals against
average

0.457

Saves per
match

3.9

Stats according to MaxPreps

Nuview Bridge Playoff Scores

Feb. 7
CIF Round 1

Nuview vs Victor
Valley

W (4-0)

Feb. 9
CIF Round 2

Nuview vs Sage Hill

W (2-1)

Feb. 13
Quarterfinals

Nuview vs Marshall

L (2-1)

Courtesy of Yasmin Illera
The Knights celebrate after defeating Sage Hill in the second round of
CIF.

January League Scores
Jan. 11

Nuview vs San Jacinto
Valley Academy

W (4-0)

Jan. 18

Nuview vs Calvary
Murrieta

W (10-0)

Jan. 23

Nuview vs San Jacinto
Valley Acedemy

W (4-1)

Jan. 25

Nuview vs California
Military

W (4-0)

Jan. 30

Nuview vs California
Military

W (5-1)
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Girls’ basketball team ends the season strong

Story by Jocelyn
Altamirano-Aparicio
Photos by Esmeralda Gonzalez
The girls’ basketball team made
it to the second round of CIF after a
successful season.
Their season record was 19-5.
They won their first-round CIF
game, then lost in the second round.
“We did great this season as a
team because we’ve made it farther
into CIF than we have ever gone
before,” said sophomore Esmeralda
Gonzalez.
In the first round, the Knights defeated Mountain View 37-36. They
lost to Trinity Classical Academy
32-23 in the second.
“We did pretty well this season
as a team and a family. We accomplished all our goals and did better

Overall Year Scores

Girl’ s basketball team before their CIF games.

than other years,” added sophomore
Malayah White.
Team members are already thinking ahead to next season.
“For anyone wanting to participate in basketball in the future, give
it your 100% best,” Esmeralda said.
Malayah simply stated, “Put in or
put out. Don’t halfway participate.”
She said she hopes to make the
team next
year
and
earn a college scholarship.
“Basketball is fun,
and you gain
a family of
sisters who
will always
have your
(Top) Freshman Leslie Quiroz, sophomore Esmeralda Gonzalez, senior
back,” MaNatalie Rocha, sophomore Aida Quevedo, seniors Marissa Vargas,
layah said.
McKenna McCarthy and senior Guadalupe Reyes, juniors Stephanie
Perez and Crystal Cedillo, sophomore Mecailyn Dorsey (Bottom) Juniors
Cassandra Aguirre and Genesis Mendoza, sophomores Emily King
and Malayah White, senior Dyaisha Smith, freshman Samira Reyes

CIF Scores
CIF round 1:
Mountain
View
CIF round 2:
Trinity Classical
Academy

W
(39-37)
L
(32-23)

Nuview VS
Excelsoir Charter
W (37-21)

Nuview VS
West Valley
W (33-10)

Nuview VS
Bloomington
W (49-32)

Nuview VS
Temecula Prep
W (22-20)

Nuview VS
Paloma Valley
L (38-16)

Arrowhead Chtistian
L (33-23)

Nuview VS

Nuview VS

Nuview VS
Rancho Christian
L (48-26)

Nuview VS

Nuview VS
Temecula Prep
W (57-17)

Nuview VS

Nuview VS
California Military
W (49-30)

Santa Rose Academy
W (50-9)

San Jacinto Valley
Academy
W (29-22)
St. Jeanne de Lestonnac

W (53-4)

Nuview VS

Joshua Springs
Christian

W (44-26)

Nuview VS

Santa Rose Academy

W (42-22)

Nuview VS
California Military
W (47-19)
Nuview VS
Calvary Murrieta
L (42-29)
Nuview VS
California Military
W (48-6)
Nuview VS
Calvary Murrieta
W (40-18)

Nuview VS
Calvary Murrieta
W (47-25)
Nuview VS

St. Jeanne de Lestonnac

W (61-21)

Nuview VS

San Jacinto Valley
Academy
W (35-23)

Nuview VS

St. Jeanne de Lestonnac

W (44-37)

Nuview VS

San Jacinto Valley
Academy
W (44-37)

Nuview VS

California Lutheran

L (59-37)
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Law Offices
of
Edward R. Strelow

Practicing attorney in areas of civil law since 1990,
principally taking cases in Western Riverside and San
Bernardino counties in Southern California.
Areas of practice include
Family Law: divorce, child support and alimony including District Attorney/

DCS cases, child custody, paternity, adoption

Business and Real Estate Litigation: breach of contract, unfair competition,

building defects, employee and employer sexual harassment and discrimination claims
Personal Injury: automobile accidents, product defects

Education Law and Charter Schools
Appeals: in the areas noted above

FREE CONSULTATION
Reasonable hourly rates and advance fee retainer. Credit cards accepted.
Personal injury cases are usually “contingency” with fees based on a
percentage of recovery. No fee if there is no recovery.
EDWARD R. STRELOW
4333 ORANGE STREET, SUITE 10
RIVERSIDE, CA 92501
(951) 787-8960

