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By Melina Mahood
This new school year comes with many new things: new clothes,
new students, new backpacks, and most importantly, new presidents! Excited
and ready to change Westmont for the better, this lovely group is dedicated
and ready to take on their tasks as ASB and Class Presidents.
Ambitious sophomore leader Lucia Wilder states that she will
strive to “increase participation” and “bring unity” to the Class of 2021.
Lucia believes she can achieve these daunting goals in order to truly make
this year the best yet!
Gregarious and focused, junior Alan Villanueva plans to ﬁx the
participation crisis that eludes the class of 2020. Alan jokes that if he
succeeds in “increasing the number of participants” then his class will
“stop taking Ls.”
Senior president Amisha Wadhwa has been involved in
ASB with Ben Nikitin since freshman year in 2015. Her tireless
eﬀorts to make the Class of 2019 the best possible does not
stop here. Aiming to boast record-high senior participation in
activities, she plans to “make our spirit weeks so memorable
that we go down in history.”
Taking on a vital role at Westmont, ASB President Ben
Nikitin is excited to lead our high school for the 2018-19
school year. His goals for this year are no joke, as he hopes
to “maximize our sense of community and spirit as a school.”
Ben aspires to achieve a sense of “togetherness” within
our campus so that we “see signiﬁcant improvements in
all school events and activities.” Fond of Westmont, this
devoted president is excited to take the school to new
heights this year!

:
•
•
•
•

Ben shares a birthday with Benito Mussolini and
has eaten a snail oﬀ the ground, and he didn’t
know how to say “avocados” until eighth grade.
Amisha is left handed, has visited Cuba, and had
surgery when she was ﬁve.
Alan thinks jazz is the best genre, enjoys editing
videos, has a pet ﬁsh called Fishy, and has never
gone to Europe.
Lucia plays ﬁeld hockey and has a pet cat named
Turtle.

By Hana Tobias
● August 13: First day of school.
● August 17: BVAL Football Jamboree at Del Mar.
● August 23: First ﬁeld hockey game vs.
Christopher, ﬁrst girls volleyball game at Los
Gatos.
● August 24: First football game at Monta Vista.
● September 3: Labor Day, no school.
● September 21 & 24: Minimum days, LIFE Crew
visits freshmen!

1: News
2: Staﬀ
3: Tips
4-5: Clubs & Activities
6: Op-Ed
7: Fun & Games
8: We Stick Together

By Amelia Kazmierczak
● In the 1950s, a photo was published of several
American Civil War soldiers standing over the
corpse of an enormous reptile-like bird that
resembles a pteranodon.
● In 2011, the U.S. Department of State revealed
that it had issued a series of regulations in the
1950s for people traveling to the Himalayas in
search of the Yeti, including that if seen, it must
be photographed or taken alive.
● Humanoid skeletons called Jomo ﬂoresiensis
were discovered in southeast Asia giving weight
to a series of legends about mischievous men
called Ebu Gogo.
● In 1961, an American couple named Betty
and Barney Hill gave an elaborate account of
alien abduction that became the ﬁrst widely
publicized instance of such.
● Giant squids are thought to have been the cause
of myths about Krakens and sea serpents.
Moreover, one was not photographed alive until
2002.
● Owls are said to have been the reason for many
purported alien sightings, such as the Flatwoods
Monster and the Kelly-Hopkinsville enounter.
● Reports of UFOs began in antiquity, such as
the appearance of a silver, ﬂame-like, wine-jarshaped object falling from the sky described by
Plutarch in 74 B.C.E.
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MEET THE PRESS

By Andy Evans
May I tell you a story about a stupendous student?
May we all learn from the amazing adventures of one of
The Shield’s Editors, Melina Mahood.
Mayor of Westmont could be her title as she’s
always skipping across campus with a friendly cheer; she
even started the school year warmly welcoming freshmen
to campus as one of our LIFE Crew Commissioners.
Maybe you’ve seen her in a rigorous course or
two. She currently has ten AP/Honors classes under her
belt—now, that’s the Warrior Way.
Mayhem ensues whenever she’s on the volleyball
court, but not for her team. Her opponents all scream,
“Mayday!” For when Melina vaults into the air, a ferocious
spike is on its way, all foes beware. Her volleyball skills
have served notice all the way to Princeton, where you will
ﬁnd her in college next year.
May she never graduate, Melina’s parting will
leave a void that can never be ﬁlled.
What is your biggest weakness?
I get stressed out easily, so I really need to work on
remaining calm even in the toughest situations.
Westmont is…
A place for people from all diﬀerent backgrounds and
ethnicities.
How could you improve our nation?
By always helping a person in need. The little things make
the biggest impacts in others’ lives.
What makes a good teacher?
Good teachers are engaging, interactive, and they truly
care for their students.
What three words best describe you?
Dedicated, silly, and fun.
The most important things in your life
are…
My family, my cat, my car Larry, and my
friends.
What angers you?
People that cannot accept change really
anger me.
What qualities do you look for in a friend?
I look for a person who is caring,
compassionate, a good listener, and fun to be
around.
What will you be doing in 2029?
In 2029, I will hopefully have a good job
and a fun life, full of adventures and new
memories.
Which historical ﬁgure do you respect
most?
I respect Barack Obama because he has
integrity and he cared about the environment.
What is your favorite childhood
memory?
My family’s road trips to SoCal.

The Shield is an
independent publication
of the Journalism class at
Westmont High School.
Editorials reﬂect the
opinion of the writer
and do not necessarily
reﬂect the views of
Westmont High School,
its Board of Trustees,
faculty,
administration,
or students. The Shield
welcomes all opinions,
editorials, poems, artwork,
complaints,
pictures,
advertisements, and letters
to the editor. Submit all
material to Room 58. We
appreciate articles from
students, faculty, parents
and subscribers. The
Shield, Westmont High
School, and CUHSD
do not endorse any
advertisements that run in
the newspaper.
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Amelia Kazmierczak

The Journalism Department oﬀers subscriptions
to our dynamic newspaper, The Shield. This
yearly subscription funds the production of our
student based newspaper, and, in return, serves as
a tax write-oﬀ for you! Your support is greatly
appreciated.


$20–Subscription—2018-19 school year.



9 Issues.



Checks payable to Westmont High School.



Deliver to: Andy Evans, 4805 Westmont
Avenue, Campbell CA 95008.

What motivates you?
My future motivates me.
What is your favorite movie?
Napolean Dynamite. VOTE FOR PEDRO!
What is your favorite place?
Tuolumne Meadows in Yosemite.
What is your favorite activity?
My favorite activity is playing volleyball.
What is your favorite concert you’ve been to?
I saw a small indie band called Wild Child at the Catalyst Club
in Santa Cruz.
If you could be any animal for a day, what animal would you
be?
I would deﬁnitely be a spider for a day. I want to see the looks on
people’s faces when I crawl by them.
What is your favorite ride at an amusement
park?
My favorite ride is California Screamin’ at
Disney’s California Adventure.

All photos provided by
Melina Mahood.
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By Mina Caraccio
Coming into senior year, I had a mentality resembling one going
into spring break vacation. I expected a year of relaxation after concluding
the heavy lifting of standardized testing, of socializing unencumbered by the
persistent academic pressure to perform, and of unapologetically basking in my
intensifying case of senioritis. Boy, was I wrong. My friends, senior year isn’t
the blissful, carefree ﬁnal hurrah of high school that’s depicted in the movies.
In fact, it was probably one of my most challenging years, emotionally as well,
as academically. But hey, at least you’re not a junior anymore! Though I’m no
longer at Westmont to impart these directly *cries*, here are a few tips to help
you navigate the exciting ﬁnale of your high school career.
1: Start your college apps right away. Like, today. At study hall.
Right oﬀ the bat, I’ll open with the piece of advice that I’m sure you’ll all curse me
for. But if I learned anything through the grueling college apps process, it’s that
the essays are an instrumental component of your application. Allow yourself the
time to write 20 terrible rough drafts before you whip out the winning idea and
execution. (I wrote 26 diﬀerent common app essay drafts.) You may have been
successful in writing all nine essays for the nine week plan the night before it
was due (I’m talking to you, AP Lang students), but the last thing you want is to
rush through your college essays and compromise your collegiate prospects.
2. Work extremely hard in the beginning of the semester.
Don’t get me wrong; you should always work hard. But unlike

any other year, senioritis really rears its ugly head by the second half of the
semester, and motivation quickly becomes a distant memory. Set yourself
up for success by establishing solid grades and good relationships with your
teachers. You might need that safety net later on in the semester in case you
suddenly get tired and casually decide to skip three weeks of school. (Just
kidding… but seriously.)
3. Find an activity that makes you happy. It seems counterintuitive,
but ﬁrst semester senior year is probably the most emotionally taxing of all. If
all your activities ﬁt nicely on your resume, odds are, you aren’t participating
in them just for the enjoyment. Relinquish the grind mentality and ﬁnd an
activity—a recreational sport, video game, hang-out squad—that makes you
happy so you can ﬁnd a balance between the stresses of college applications
and academics and existing. Your emotional wellbeing comes ﬁrst!
4. Don’t risk getting rescinded. Second semester grades technically
don’t matter. Unless you get that D. Don’t put yourself in that perilous
situation.
5. Enjoy every second. Whether you’re cognizant of it or not, your
senior year will be full of lasts. The last big game, the last rally, the last time
you talk to that one friend or classmate. As cliché as it sounds, try to cherish
the ups and downs of senior year, keeping in mind that the laughs and
tears you share with your peers may be the last ones.

By Erin Campbell
Congrats on reaching junior year! You’re ﬁnally an upperclassman, and you can’t wait to rule the school next year. Well, before you start thinking about
being a senior, here’s some advice to get you through junior year ﬁrst.
1. Don’t Procrastinate!
This one might seem obvious, but it is the most important. To do your best work, you can’t leave it to the last minute. You also don’t want a
bunch of assignments to pile up, so it’s better to do them as they’re assigned.
2. Communicate with your teachers!
If you’re having a problem in a class, talking to your teacher about how to improve is your best bet. If you keep doing the same thing, you can’t
expect a better result, but meeting with your teacher can help make expectations clear.
3. Find a studying technique that works for you!
If you haven’t been studying already, junior year is the time to start. However, not everyone studies the same way, and because of that, you
should focus on trying to ﬁnd what works best for you. If you spend a lot of time studying, make sure your methods actually help you improve.

By Chloe Clegg and Annie Vertin
Congrats class of 2021, you’ve made it through your ﬁrst year
at Westmont! This ain’t your ﬁrst rodeo anymore, but you’re still in
for a wild ride. You might feel buried by the seeming stampede of
work and responsibilities, but don’t worry, we’ve rounded up
a couple of tips to help you lasso in a successful sophomore
year. All cowboy puns aside, we hope this helps.
1. Persevere. Although the increased challenges of AP and
Honors classes might feel overwhelming (and Mr. Hadley’s
baseball bat might seem scary), don’t give up. At ﬁrst, you
might not earn the grade that you hoped for, but if you’re
truly determined to improve, you will see results. You
won’t wake up with a perfect g.p.a. (or enough sleep), but
when you put in the time and eﬀort, you’ll start to notice your
grades slowly climbing up, along with your self-conﬁdence.
2. Don’t compare yourself to others. Living in the Bay Area, it
may feel like everyone around you has worked at three internships,
taken 20 APs, and cured cancer before you’ve even woken up, but it’s

not not healthy nor helpful to judge your own merit based on others’
achievements. Let your friends and peers be a source of inspiration, but
don’t compare them to yourself. We understand that everyone wants
to stand out, but remember to pursue your own passions and
interests, rather than doing something simply for a resume, or
to ﬁt the status quo.
3. Remember to relax! Take a break. Watch that Netﬂix show,
go out and eat with your friends, and sleep before 2 A.M.
every once in a while. You deserve that break. It’ll make you
feel better, and you’ll do better too. We get that the grind
never stops, but you’ll only be a sophomore once, and why
stress when you could sleep?
4. Coﬀee. A true necessity, not just for every sophomore, but for
every student in general. When everything else fails, coﬀee will help
you ﬁnish that essay or cram for that test. The power of caﬀeine is
truly magical, and we don’t know where we’d be without it. Coﬀee is a
deﬁnite must for sophomore survival.

By Bereket Kebede
Freshman year. I remember it like it was yesterday. Time ﬂies in high school, it really does. Don’t think your freshman
year isn’t important and that you shouldn’t try, because it is important, and you should try. If sports aren’t your thing, that’s okay,
but there are over 50 clubs and activities here at Westmont, and you’ll ﬁnd one that you’re interested in. So, sign up, go to the
meetings, be involved. If you stick to it throughout your four years here, you’ll be on the board and that’s just one other thing you
can add on college applications. Use study hall wisely; you can honestly get so much work done, ask teachers for help. You don’t
realize how helpful study hall is until you actually utilize it. Volunteer work can be so fun because there’s an endless amount of
options to choose from. Whether it be fashion, school related, or working with children, there’s an endless amount of diﬀerent
options. Even if you don’t plan on going to a four year university, high school still matters! If you make the best of it and
be involved, you’ll realize school isn’t as bad as you think.
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Current
Westmont
Clubs:

By Bella Aharonian
If you are interested in doing community service, meeting new
people, and making friends, I know just the thing for you: Interact.
“What is Interact?” you ask. Well, Interact is a club at Westmont
sponsored by Rotary. Other schools in our area have Interact clubs,
and together we make up District 5170. Each year, the district chooses
an international charity project and a community charity
project. Throughout the year, all the Interact clubs work
together to perform community service and fundraisers to
complete these charity projects. There are numerous other
fun events during both the school year and the summer,
including a summer camp called RYLA, where you can
complete necessary community service hours and meet
many amazing, inspiring people. Find the Interact table at
Club Fair to sign up or receive more information.

Art
Athletic Society
AVID
Awareness
Baking
Best Buddies
Black Student Union
Book
Breakdance
Chamber Chorale
Chemistry
Chess
Children’s Hospital Volunteer
CSF
Culture
Film
Free the Children
French
Frisbee

By Allira Bellawala and Daniela Sechen
Created only last year, the Westmont
Book Club centers around many students’ two
favorite things: books and food. Every other
Thursday, the club meets in room 75 at lunch
to discuss the current book, plan events, and
eat cookies. After ﬁnishing a novel, members
bring in themed food for a delicious banquet;
outside of school, they watch the movie
adaptations and attend other related events.
Last year, the club read The Fellowship
of the Ring
Ring, Murder on the Orient Express,, and
Ready Player One
One,, among others, while also
enjoying red velvet cupcakes and pasta. This
year, the club will continue to celebrate even
more fantastic literature and consume unhealthy
amounts of book-related snacks. If you like to
read—or mooch cookies while pretending to read—
pay us a visit during Club Fair to sign up, and follow
@westmontbookclub on Instagram for updates.
Photo of Book Club presidents, Katie DaQuino and Allira Bellawala, and
vice president, Daniela Sechen, by Arohi Gadagkar.

Gay Straight Alliance

By Ben Nikitin and Jessica Swalve
LIFE Crew stands for Leaders
Inspiring Freshmen Excellence! Our goal is
to provide the support freshmen need to excel
and ﬁnd their place at Westmont. We give tours during
orientation, visit freshman English classes every minimum
day, and encourage incoming students to participate in any
and all school activities. We’re here for you, freshmen!

Photo of Interact president and vice president, respectively,
Jessica Swalve and Bella Aharonian, by Arohi Gadagkar.
Photos of HYP Club and Young Democrats Club president,
Alexis Weisend, provided by herself.

Photo of LIFE Crew executive board by Mr. Evans.

Girl Up
Guerreros Unidos

Photo of Young
Democrats president
Alexis Weisend
provided by herself.

Guitar
Helping Hands
Ignite Christian
Interact
Key
Lacrosse
Liberty in North Korea
Makers
Math
Model United Nations
Movie
Outdoor
Photography

By Alexis Weisend
In this age of political chaos, it is imperative for youth to be aware of the events that will soon
govern their lives. Now more than ever, young people have both the opportunity and the voice to protest
injustice. The Young Democrats is a club focused on informing students of the world from which we
were previously sheltered. Want to know about current U.S. war crimes or the oppressed people of Syria?
You’ve found the right club. Also, we eat those delicious pink frosting cookies every meeting.
Photo of Robotics president,
Varun Saran, by Ben Nikitin.

Ping Pong
Red Cross
Robotics
Science

Photo of Girl Up presidents, Amisha Wadhwa
and Pamela Gonzalez, by Chloe Clegg.

By Anand Giduthuri
Arrowbotics, Westmont’s
robotics team, competes in annual
FIRST robotics competitions. We have
a six-week build season, beginning in
January, when we design and create
our robot for competition. Join the
robotics club to learn about designing,
building, and programming robots
and gain experience in the engineering
ﬁeld. Arrowbotics also opens up many
opportunities for its members to work
with professionals and build valuable
connections. You’ll have a blast as a part
of Team 3482: Arrowbotics!

By Soﬁa Roman
We live in an incredibly aﬄuent society, and it’s easy to forget that our peers are just around the corner,
unable to fulﬁll their basic needs. Last year, the Homeless Youth Protection Club (HYP Club) collected over 1,200
hygiene products for the homeless youth of the Bay Area.
“This is a great club if you want to get involved but can’t become too invested in something,” says
the club president, Alexis Weisend. “You’d be surprised how little eﬀort it takes to be kind and make a huge
diﬀerence in people’s lives.”
Personally, I think Alexis sums it up perfectly: “By living here and having parents with stable jobs, we
were born with privilege. We need to use our privilege to help our fellow youth who were not as fortunate. Any of
us could be in the street right now, struggling to eat and stay alive. You know, a lot of these children are victims
of human traﬃcking because they’re made such easy targets by extreme poverty. It’s not a hobby to help these
people—it’s a duty.”

Spanish
Spread the Smile
Speech and Debate
Squash

Photo of Speech and Debate
president, Amisha Wadhwa,
by Chloe Clegg.

Theatre
Homeless Youth Protection
Tri-M Music Honor Society
Unicef
Weightlifting
World History
Young Democrats
Young Republicans

By Chloe Clegg
If you are looking for the opportunity to make a diﬀerence,
Girl Up is the club for you! Locally, Girl Up leads volunteer
projects to aid and empower women; internationally, it has paired
up with a partner club in Uganda for joint fundraisers and projects.
Last year, Girl Up sponsored education for an entire orphanage of
students in South Sudan and assembled care packages for over 25
homeless women. Next year, we look forward to hosting a TEDx
conference in September, along with many new and exciting
projects. Additionally, Girl Up is a great way to meet new people.
Stop by Wednesdays in Room 36 at lunch, or come check us out
during Club Fair.

By Allira Bellawala
Do you want to make lifelong memories and engage in something with real world
applications? If so, Speech and Debate is the place for you! Not only does the club teach
students how to present to audiences and eﬀectively argue, but it is also a chance to step
outside your comfort zone. Last season, the team added a Public
Forum Debate team, along with the current Lincoln Douglas Debate
Page 4-5 Editors
team and thriving Speech team (which oﬀers a wide variety of
speech forms). For the ﬁrst time ever, this season will also feature
a Parliamentary Debate team, led by sophomore Will Caraccio.
While joining the team is a commitment, it is worth every bit as
members compete in district, state, and even national tournaments
Allira
and develop strong friendships. Team bonding also occurs every
Bellawala
month, from breakfast at Stacks to mock Jeopardy rounds.
Meetings are held throughout the week in Room 17B. Check us
Daniela
out at Club Fair to learn more!
Sechen
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By Amelia Kazmierczak
It’s a fact no one can deny—tuition costs are rapidly increasing,
growing to the point that the cost becomes impossible for the average
family to pay oﬀ. Moreover, college itself is becoming increasingly
diﬃcult to enter without a boatload of extracurriculars, stellar
grades, and shocking achievements that are expected nowadays
without precedent of the average eighteen-year-old. Thus, in
order to build up their college applications, students are expected
to take upon volunteering initiatives and internships. However,
this does not ﬁt in logically with the functions of society. Work
experience is necessary to obtain a paying job, money is necessary
to pay for tuition, time is needed to hold a job, and time is also
needed to maintain good grades. Therefore, unpaid internships
manage to work themselves in as a destructive block in the machine
of the life of a college applicant, disguised as virtuous and necessary.
That isn’t to say unpaid internships aren’t valuable. Certainly,
work experience is helpful to anyone planning to enter the workforce.
However, unpaid internships are not reasonable in the current economic
and educational climate. In the past, as prices of goods and services
rose, salaries rose with them: minimum wage was raised, beneﬁts were

By Alexis Weisend
Although it contains only 5% of the
world’s population, the United States holds 21%
of the world’s prisoners. 1 in every 37 adults
residing in the U.S. is currently under some form
of correctional supervision. It is easy for one
living in the 18th Congressional District to forget
this substantial population, as we live in, for lack
of term, a “bubble”; our prosperous technology
companies and high per capita income keep
us blissfully unaware of the atrocities that are
American prisons. We too readily submit to the
tragedy of the incognizant—the ignorant belief
that prisoners are not worthy of the rights extended
to free citizens, as they relinquished all protection
once pursuing a path of criminality. One must
ask themselves why, then, African Americans are
incarcerated at ﬁve times the rate of Caucasians.
Do African Americans commit more crimes than
Caucasians? No. Are they more dangerous? No.
That is the mindset ingrained into Americans by
the vengeful and ﬁnancially driven whites of the
post-civil war. These individuals used the fear felt
by previous slave owners of their now-free captives
to their economic advantage: prison labor. Media
warned consternated whites of the “animal-like”

Photos of Amelia
and Grace by Erin
Campbell. Photos
of Alexis by Arohi
Gadagkar.
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added, and thus a balance was achieved between what was spent and what was
earned, even if it wasn’t perfect. Nowadays, prices are increasing—of housing,
of tuition, and even of food—but as rising prices force individuals to take
more and more jobs, employers see this as an advantage to demand cheaper
labour, paying less because they know desperate workers will seek a job
no matter the price. Furthermore, the requirements for an entry-level
job have risen. Overqualiﬁed workers with degrees land
low-level, low-paying jobs and push out candidates who
needed that job to live. As a result, individuals turn to
unpaid jobs to earn work experience that will help them
rise to a job with a salary—but during this time, they don’t earn
the money they sorely need to pay for their lives and education.
The current system is failing the generation of qualiﬁed
young adults entering the workforce. Something needs to be done to
level the playing ﬁeld of increasingly necessary high education and the
requirements needed to achieve it. Or, we will be left with a generation
of depressed, destitute individuals with high educations but no jobs,
as all of them have gone to those with slightly more experience or
privilege. It is time to change the system that is working against us.

tendencies of African Americans. Consequently,
thousands of blacks were arrested, resulting in a
new form of ﬁnancially prosperous slavery: prison
labor.
Now, one can understand that these are
not worse people compared to those outside of
their bars; if whites were arrested at the same rates
as African Americans, the number of prisoners
in the U.S. (6.8 million) would increase by over
9 million. It is America’s duty as a free nation
to change the numbers of prisoners we contain,
lessen the hostility of their environment, and
inhumanity of their treatment and conditions. It
is the least the government—the unconditional
caregiver of the American people—can do to right
this immeasurable wrong we have placed on a
population widely ignored and unprotected.
The main issue revolves around private
prisons. This all began in the 1980s when the war
on drugs left state prisons bursting at the seams with
41,000 incarcerations in its ﬁrst active year. The
Corrections Corporation of America (CCA) struck
a business deal with states to house prisoners. “You
just sell [prisons] like you were selling cars, or real
estate, or hamburgers,” said co-founder Thomas W.

Beasley. Now, between 1990 and 2010, the number
of private prisons has increased by 1,600%. This is
caused by several factors: a 700% prison population
increase since 1970, infractions, and occupancy
clauses in private prison contracts. Additionally, a
study found that private prisons give out twice as
many infractions, keeping prisoners incarcerated
longer and earning more money for the prison
operator. This is due to the occupancy clauses
many private prisons sneak into their contracts with
states. Most of these occupancy clauses require
over a 90% occupation of private prisons otherwise
the state will be ﬁned. In Arizona last year, a private
prison did not reach its 97% occupancy rate stated
in their contract, and the state was forced to pay
over $3 million. Therefore, occupancy clauses are
essentially incentives to keep people in prison for
as long as possible.
Many argue for the usage of private
prisons by states by saying, “America is a capitalist
nation.” Dude, no it’s not. We are a mixed economy
and we will always remain so in order to preserve
balance. We do this because some parts of
capitalism are good and some are not.
Private prisons are not.

By Grace Rodhouse
You’ve all seen the posters up in our classrooms—“YOU can go to college!”—
which I don’t doubt; I believe all of us can make it into college. However, the posters fail to
mention that while Westmont’s requirements align with California’s college requirements,
some other states require diﬀerent classes for high schoolers. This makes it hard for students who
hope to attend college outside of California to compete with students from other states. Recently,
I went on a college tour for some Southeastern Conference colleges, and on one of the tours, I
received an informational sheet which included classes they recommend high schoolers take.
They required more arts and general electives, but only one year of foreign language, which
doesn’t line up with our high school requirements. Now, I understand this isn’t necessarily
California’s fault, but this encourages students to only look within California for colleges
and not expand their options to other states’ schools. For those who aren’t sure where they wish
to attend college, wouldn’t it make school easier if states made a curriculum which more easily
transferred across
state lines?
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By Soﬁa Roman
By Olivia Ocher

By Kameron Madson and Melina Mahood

By Erin Campbell

By Kameron Madson
Use your birth month.
Girl:
1: Victoria
7: Agatha
2: Adelaide
8: Louise
3: Mary
9: Caroline
4: Louisa
10: Alberta
5: Helena
11: Alice
6: Augusta
12: Elizabeth

Boy:
1: Charles
2: Edward
3: Alfred
4: Ernest
5: Harry
6: Arthur

7: William
8: Patrick
9: Albert
10: Leopold
11: George
12: Duncan

Hamilton
Shopping Center
1640 S. Bascom
Ave.
(408) 371-4970
6 a.m. - 5 p.m.

By Soﬁa Roman
Leo - Enthusiastic Leo loves new beginnings, and although enjoying the start of a new
school year seems taboo, they are the most likely sign to enjoy it.
Virgo - Shy Virgo may feel nervous to start the new school year, so be sure to give them
your unconditional love and support.
Libra - While the end of summer is tragic, sociable Libra is excited to start a new chapter
of fun and friends.
Scorpio - Scorpio’s conﬁdence and power are perhaps the strongest traits this sign
possesses, and nothing speaks leader like a Scorpio starting the new school year oﬀ strong.
Sagittarius - Another year of school work might seem mundane, but Sagittarius’ intellect
helps them to start the year oﬀ strong and steady.
Capricorn - Patience is the key to beginning a new chapter in anyone’s life, and Capricorn
has the most patience out of all the signs, which deﬁnitely comes in handy at the beginning
of a new academic year.
Aquarius - A new year means new friends, and Aquarius’ friendly personality makes the
perfect friend maker.
Pisces - If you ever ﬁnd yourself alone at the beginning of a new school year, kind Pieces
will never hesitate to take you under their wing.
Aries - Adventurous Aries is always up for braving new territories and new classes.
Taurus - New beginnings may be diﬃcult, but Taurus has the patience to calmly and
collectively tackle each setback.
Gemini - Change can be a sudden and scary time, but Gemini has the adaptability to make
a smooth transition into a new chapter.
Cancer - Emotion is a driving force for Cancer, and the start
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of a new school year can create many new feelings.

Bella Aharonian
Marina de Alba
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The Shield
August 13, 2018

Position: Defense
Emma is most looking forward to senior
night this season and her favorite memory
from last season is all the amazing team
dinners.

Position: Defense
Audrey is looking forward to meeting new
players and spending time with the team and her
favorite memory is TP-ing the JV team’s houses.

Position: Mid/Defense
Daniela is looking forward to all the team
bonding next season and her favorite memory
is winning the CCS playoﬀ game two seasons
ago.

Position: Defense
Ginger is excited to meet the new players on
the team next year and her favorite ﬁeld hockey
memory is scoring her ﬁrst goal at senior night
last year.

Position: Mid
Rosy is looking forward to meeting all the new
freshman that will be joining the team and her
favorite memory from last season was saying
goodbye to Kate Bellantoni at senior night.

Position: Forward
Katie is looking forward to having a strong
senior season and bonding with the team.
Her favorite memory was seeing Brooks at
all of the practices.
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Kameron
Madson

Sara
Prough

Position: Right Mid
Athyna is excited to hopefully win
league and go to CCS and her favorite memory has been scoring her ﬁrst
goal sophomore year.

Position: Center Forward
Olivia is excited for all the incoming
freshman and her favorite memory from
ﬁeld hockey was when she got whacked
in the head with a stick and there was
blood everywhere.

Position: Center Mid
Sara is looking forward to getting back on
the ﬁeld and playing. Her favorite memory
from ﬁeld hockey is playing with Brooks
during practice.
All photos provided by Sara Prough and Kameron Madson

