Weekly Memos – February 18, 2019
More On the Timothy Hill Ranch
Last Monday evening, I had an opportunity to listen as the Timothy Hill
Ranch proposal for the Fayette County community was presented by
Commissioner Farley to the County Commission Development Committee.
As chair of this committee, I felt he did a great job in presenting, considering
the number of concerned citizens who attended. As I sat in the audience and
listened to the testimonial, I couldn’t help but to begin jotting notes. I will try
to recap the notes as briefly as possible. Over and over again, they professed
this hope that the center is a Christian center that will help troubled males
(only) between the ages of 16-21. It was expressed that the guys had behavior problems, were from
possible bad situations, and many of them were also in foster care. To be completely transparent, in the
fall 2015, upon my arrival as superintendent, I met with two gentlemen during the early part of my
tenure to discuss this program. After listening to these gentlemen, I agreed that this could possibly help
a very small portion of our students at the time - no more than 15. To date, I received a call early this
semester, and I shared that after working with the school board and community, we have addressed the
concerns that caused me to believe that the Ranch could potentially benefit a few students. As I shared
at the development committee meeting, we have instituted our REACH Academy to give many of our
students a second chance. We have moved from a grad rate of 75% to 90%. We have improved ACT
scores from 15 to 17.3. We have gone from being an In Need of Improvement district to an Advancing
district. We have upgraded our vocational program which includes: Welding, Agriculture, Carpentry,
STEM, Nursing, Advanced Technology, Culinary and a host of many more programs. We are moving
forward with a Cadet class as we await for a JROTC program. Our high school students are one of the
first in the region to have a Rotary Interact Club. I could go on and on about the amazing things that we,
as a community, have come together on to make the public school system a great place in which to learn
and be a part. In my closing, I expressed my concern to the development committee in the hopes that
they would not interrupt what we are doing to make this community better by allowing the Timothy Hill
Ranch to be constructed in our area. As I continue to work with the community, it is my desire to
provide a strong public school portfolio. This portfolio would include: Virtual Academy designed for
homeschoolers, a high quality charter or magnet school, a STEM Academy, a Performance Arts
Academy, and a Middle College High School that will allow kids to graduate with dual degrees. There
are so many great things that are happening in our schools! We continue to be encouraged with the
many new faces that we see joining our membership. If we continue this trajectory, we are destined for
great things. To the concerned citizens, I want to thank you for CHOOSING Fayette Schools over the
Timothy Hill Ranch.

New Features in My Benefits Channel
Audience: All
My Benefits Channel now offers new features and an updated look. After logging in, you will see a list
of new options which now include information on your leave, deductions, W-4, and W-2 in addition to
your paycheck. Please note that all payroll information posted in My Benefits Channel is in real time
and will not be reflected in your bank account until designated pay days.

Every Student, Every Day
In today’s world it is commonly believed that children are more advanced than ever before. As part of
fostering this type of growth, Fayette County Public Schools involves all young students in hands-on
learning and the latest in educational technology. Under the professional guidance of Mr. Eddie Keel,
Academics and Federal Programs Advisor, FCPS students are routinely part of kid-friendly experiences
that motivate and prepare them for middle school and beyond.

United By Choice
Fayette County Public Schools serves
thousands of students of varying interests,
personalities, and educational goals, at
multiple locations. As those closest to the
district already know, there exists a deep bond
between these schools. One way FCPS
celebrates this closeness is by observing
“Unity Day.” On those days, t-shirts, hoodies,
jackets and other apparel displaying the FCPS
emblem are worn by individuals from pre-K
students all the way to the superintendent.
Often, faculty add special activities to these
days, fostering school pride and togetherness.

With An Attitude of Gratitude
The majority of local business owners often prove they care about so many different aspects of our
community. Along those lines, support for FCPS is invaluable to special programs and activities for all
public school students. More companies and individuals are getting to know and interact with the
district; great friendships of mutual respect are being cultivated. Families and employees of FCPS are
also encouraged to show their appreciation by patronizing the businesses of these generous supporters
of FCPS. A few of those recently partnering with FCPS are featured below.

The family-owned, Oakland McDonald’s

Kellogg’s, Rossville

The fabulous Twigs & Things, Oakland

The Chicken Coop, Somerville

Best Kept Secret No More
Fayette-Ware’s College and Career Technical
Education Academy (CCTE) is opening new
doors in every way! A multitude of lucrative
job training programs are in operation, with
options for certification upon completion.
Only some of the examples are Agriculture
Science, Automotive Repair, Accounting,
Construction and Cosmetology….and
February brings exciting news from the
cosmetology department.
After extensive remodeling, “Le Beau Chat
Salon” is ready to open its doors! The
Cosmetology Education and Lab areas are
equipped with the very latest, ready to train students to provide a full range of professional salon
services. Anyone interested in this or other programs, call 465-9837, come out for a friendly tour and
see for yourself the full range of what is offered. Only in Fayette County...what’s your plan?

Wildcats Complete District Sweep of Millington on Senior Night
Tuesday, Feb. 5th was Senior Night in the Warehouse as the Wildcats hosted Millington. Ladies started
the game off conservatively and had a small lead going into the half up 29-20. The Lady Wildcats were
too much for Millington on this night though, as they exploded in the 2nd half and routed the Trojan
Ladies 66-29. After senior ceremonies were held between games, the Fayette-Ware guys went into
action and never looked back, easily handling Millington 71-40 for the win!

