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PS 28 TEACHER WINS $25,000 MILKEN EDUCATOR AWARD
A seemingly routine
school-wide assembly
turned into the surprise
of a lifetime when the
Milken Family
Foundation (MFF)
honored –and stunned–
Robert O’Donnell Jr., a
science teacher from
Christa McAuliffe PS 28,
with a Milken Educator
Award and cash prize of
$25,000.
Up to forty (40) Milken Educator Awards will be presented in 2013, and Mr.
O’Donnell Jr. is the only recipient in New Jersey to receive this year’s honor.
O’Donnell, who has taught for 11 years and holds an MA in the teaching of physics,
engages students in hands-on science instruction as they work to transform an
abandoned local reservoir into an urban oasis and environmental learning center.
Mr. O’Donnell Jr. is now invited to join the Milken Educator Network, a group of
distinguished educators, coast-to-coast, whose expertise serves as a valuable
resource to fellow educators, legislators, school boards, and others shaping the
future of education. “Milken Educators point to the Award as a pivotal professional
milestone,” said Dr. Jane Foley, senior vice president of the Milken Educator Awards
and a 1994 Milken Educator recipient from Indiana.
For more information, go to: MilkenEducatorAward.org

DIRECTOR OF SECURITY APPOINTED
Superintendent Dr. Marcia V. Lyles has announced the
hiring of long-time public safety professional Arthur
Youmans as Director of Security.
Director Youmans served as a Lieutenant with the Jersey
City Police Department for 28 years. Following his
retirement, Mr. Youmans worked in the private sector for
15 years, including as the Director of Campus Safety for St.
Peter's University.
“I look forward to serving the people of Jersey City once again, particularly our
children,” said Director Youmans. “I’m fortunate to be stepping in with a vital
resource such as an assessment already initiated by Dr. Lyles. We must be proactive
and implement a comprehensive security and safety plan that addresses the
current-day risks and challenges and makes our schools the safest learning
environments possible.”

NATIONAL HEALTH AWARD FOR PS 30
Alexander D. Sullivan PS 30 and Principal
Gary Murphy are proud
to announce they have
earned a Bronze
National Recognition
Award from the Alliance
for a Healthier
Generation’s Healthy
Schools Program (HSP).
Because of this award,
PS 30 was also awarded
a $35,000 grant from
Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield to fully incorporate the CATCH program
(Coordinated Approach To Child Health) into the school. This award includes the
full CATCH program, 4 Apple iPads, physical education equipment, t-shirts, and
health curriculum for the classroom teachers. The physical education teachers also
received training through the YMCA. This training covered the FITNESSGRAM and
CATCH Program. Physical Education Teacher Valerie Ndiaye attended the HSP
forum to represent our district. Ms. Ndiaye’s efforts in forming a School Wellness
Council at PS 30 helped make the school the first one in Jersey City to earn this
distinction.
For more information, go to: healthiergeneration.org

BRENSINGER “WALKS TO SCHOOL”
Joseph H. Brensinger PS 17 partnered with
the Hudson County TMA
to participate in its
unique program
encouraging parents to
walk their children to
school rather than drop
them off by car. To
"kickoff" and show
support for the
program, the TMA staff,
accompanied by their
mascot, Buster the Bus, led a one-block ceremonial march to school with children,
their parents/family members, and school staff.
For more information, go to: hudsontma.org

HISPANIC
HERITAGE MONTH
CELEBRATIONS
During National
Hispanic Heritage
Month (September 15 to
October 15), Joseph H.
Brensinger - PS 17
recently recognized the
contributions made by,
and the important
presence of, Hispanic and Latino Americans to the United States and celebrated the
group's heritage and culture by holding a performance assembly in the school’s
auditorium.

MORE TOP HONORS FOR MCNAIR
Dr. Ronald E. McNair Academic High School has been recognized by
JerseyCAN: The NJ Campaign for Achievement Now as a Top 10

School for high school low-income student performance, black student performance,
Latino student performance, and overall student performance. Janellen Duffy,
Executive Director at the JerseyCAN nonprofit, said that McNair’s high scores in
these categories is a testament to the amazing achievements of their student body.
For more information, go to: jerseycan.org

OUTDOOR MOVIE NIGHT AT PS 16
The courtyard at
Cornelia F. Bradford - PS
16 was recently
converted into an
outdoor movie theater
with a mobile movie
screen. Families came
out with blankets and
lawn chairs to enjoy the
movie, Epic. Dinner and
snacks were also
served, and, of course,
there was plenty of
popcorn. The
“Concerned Parents’ Association” spearheaded the successful event.

Congratulations to James F. Murray - PS 38 on achieving the best attendance for the
month of September! PS 38 boasted a 97.7% attendance rate for the first month of
the school year.

Do you have news you’d like to share with our district? If so, please email items
for consideration to: communications@jcboe.org.
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