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The fine arts are an integral part of the McDuffie
County curriculum, as students learn the 21st century skills of communication, creativity, collaboration, and critical thinking needed for success in
school, work, and life.

A Report of Board Action
In March the BOE:

 Recognized Superintendent’s Students of the Month and other student groups
 Reviewed the GSBA Self-assessment results
 Received updates on ongoing projects/initiatives from all departments
 Approved submission of the GSBA Exemplary Board application and selected a
delegate (and alternate) to attend the GSBA Delegate Assembly in June
 Approved the GMP for the Dearing Elementary School renovation
 Approved fundraiser requests for THS and DES
 Approved a petition for the awarding of a high school diploma
 Approved a proposal submitted by Augusta University's College of Education for
a Dissertation in Practice as part of a collaboration to support doctoral students
 Approved the FY18 carryover funds totaling $25,969.29 relative to the Rising
Kindergarten Summer Transition Grant and authorized the necessary budget
amendments

Please note:
 Do you know about an
achievement we need
to highlight? Do you
have an event that you
want to be sure makes
it to the calendar
page? Let us know!
Email Julia Lambert
at the BOE and we
will include it in the
next issue if space permits.
 Don’t forget to submit
classroom videos to
www.watchusmove.org

for a chance to have
your students showcased on our site.
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Students Qualify for GMEA District Honor Band
Congratulations to the following THS band students who
were accepted to the GMEA District 10 Honor Band: D. J.
Brown, Hannah Bowers and J. B. Ricks!
Also, congratulations to Malik Jones who made the
GMEA District 10 Jazz band!
All of the above students recently performed with the Mastery Level Band class at the State level during the GMEA
Large Group Performance Evaluation and the band received Superior ratings (the highest rating a band can receive) from all judges.

TMMS Soccer Region Champs!
Congratulations to the TMMS boys soccer
team! They had an incredible win in the CSRA
Athletic League soccer championship game
against Jefferson County this month. TMMS
team came out on top 4-3 after an intense
shootout for the final!
Be sure to congratulate Coach Charles
McDonald and his team: Joseph Ashley,
Devon Barrow, Latif Bomba-ire, Patrick
Campbell, Ron’Davion Davis, Ryan Denson, Tyler Giles, A. J. Grant, Brooks Hawkins, Levi Jackson, Tabias Kitchen, Walter
Lokey, Tyler McGahee, Christopher Miles,
Sean O’Neal, Ethan Partridge, Connor Thomas, Jabhari Tuff and Lee Ovalle.

NES Choir Presents Musical
The NES Choir performed a musical entitled “Dateline,
Rock & Roll: The Hits of the ‘50s, ‘60s, ‘70s,‘80s, ‘90s, &
2000s” this month. Audience members were asked,
“Where were you the day we landed on the moon? Or
when Woodstock shocked the nation? What was playing
on the radio?”
The NES Choir, led by Mrs. Tammy McClure, invited
us to “sit back and travel down memory lane and let the
music bring back the memories!” Thank you to everyone
involved for such a great performance!
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McDuffie on the Move
We are on the move this school year! We have been so excited to visit our schools this month! On this
page, you can see some of the photos taken of awesome teaching and learning in action. Thank you to
each staff member who allowed us to showcase his/her work! We look forward to featuring more wonderful classrooms in coming editions. Remember to visit www.watchusmove.org to watch and share
your videos.
This month music students in kindergarten
and first grade at MES have been studying
different music genres. As part of a brief
study on Latin
styles, they created their own salsa
band!
The fine arts help
students grow in
confidence and
promote success
in other content
areas.

Market Day, the annual culminating task for
the third grade economics unit at TES, is a
mini-society simulation. Participants offered
goods and services to their classmates and
guests while learning to adjust the price of
their wares based on the law of supply and
demand.

We are proud of our NES fifth graders, who
used their research, speaking, and informational writing skills to present an interactive Black History Live
Museum for the community last month as
a culmination of their
Black History Month
studies.

Thomson High School students toured the Georgia Pacific plant
in Thomson during the month of
March. They learned the history
of the plant, the skills needed to
work there and also the products
being made. This is a great way
to prepare students for the different careers that are available
right here in McDuffie County!
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Curriculum & Instruction Updates
Georgia Milestones Updates
The Georgia Milestones is upon us, with the first testing session beginning April 23.
Students should now be familiar with Experience Online Testing Georgia, which includes sample items so students can learn to navigate the test options. Secure Practice Test tickets are available from the School Test Coordinator as well.
Each School Test Coordinator will conduct a mandatory training session with all examiners and proctors. As a
reminder, some of the major changes for the Spring 2019 Georgia Milestones assessments are as follows:


Two new technology-enhanced item types, also available in the Secure Practice Test and public Experience
Online Testing Georgia site, will be field-tested. The graphing tool in math will allow students to graph and
label points and lines as well as shade regions.



Drag and drop items in math, social studies, and science will allow response choices to be moved and placed
in another location, such as a chart or map, to demonstrate identification, classification, comparison, or organization of information.



Students in grades 6-12 will be allowed to use approved hand-held calculators on applicable parts of the exams. It is the examiner’s responsibility to ensure that no text, graphs, or other information are stored on the
device prior to issuing it to a pupil and after collecting the device from the pupil. Calculators are still not
permitted in grades 3-5 or on Part A of Section 1 of the 6-12 mathematics tests.



Due to the addition of two-point constructed response and four-point narrative extended constructed response field test items, the length of Sections 2 and 3 of the spring ELA test will increase by 10 minutes.
The maximum time for ELA Sections 2 and 3 is now 85 minutes per section.



Cut, copy and paste functions have been added for student use in the constructed response and evidencebased writing items. Students can practice using the tools at the Experience Online Testing Georgia site.
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Curriculum & Instruction Updates
Georgia Milestones Updates


There are three types of constructed/extended writing response on the Georgia
Milestones. Annotated student examples of all three can be found in the EOG
and EOC item samplers.
Type of Item

Content Area /

Description of Task / Sample Released Item

Domain
Constructed response

ELA –

Requires student to provide response on his/her own

(2 points)

Reading & Vocab.

Sample: How does EACH author support his or her individual claims about procrastination? Use
details from BOTH passages to support your answer.

Constructed response

Math –

Requires student to provide response on his/her own

(2 points)

Varies

Sample: Peyton has a goal to walk 10,000 steps each day. On Tuesday afternoon, Peyton walked
7,338 steps. She averages 2.5 feet per step. How many more feet does Peyton need to walk to
reach her goal of 10,000 steps? Explain how you found your answer.

Extended constructed
response

ELA –

Requires longer narrative response; based on a literary or informational prompt

Writing & Lang.

Sample: After reading the poem “Talk About Compromise,” think about other activities that might
require compromise. Write an original story, with dialogue, that shows two people deciding on a
compromise that works for both of them. Be sure to use ideas from the poem when writing your
own story.

Math –

Sample: Zoe wants to rent a bicycle. Rent-A-Bicycle offers two pricing plans to rent a bicycle.

(4 points)

Extended constructed
response

Varies

(4 points)

Plan 1: $15 an hour
Plan 2: a flat fee of $9 plus $12 an hour

Part A: Write a system of equations that represents both pricing plans. For each equation, use x to
represent the number of hours a bicycle is rented and y to represent the total cost.
Part B: At what number of hours do the two plans cost the same amount? Show work or explain
how you found your answer.
Extended writing task
(7 points)

ELA –
Writing & Lang.

Requires opinion, argumentative, or informative/explanatory essay; must cite evidence from two
paired passages to support claims or examine a topic
Sample: There is an ongoing debate as to whether procrastination is always bad or whether it can
be managed wisely. Weigh the claims on both sides, and then write an argumentative essay supporting either side of the debate in which you argue for or against the idea that procrastination is
always bad. Be sure to use information from BOTH passages in your argumentative essay.
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Curriculum & Instruction Resources
Science and Social Studies GSE Teacher Survey
The Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) is requesting that all science and social studies teachers complete a confidential survey regarding the roll-out of the Georgia Standards of Excellence in science and social
studies. Survey results will be used to improve training support and resources for classroom teachers.
Endorsement Interest for 2019-2020
The district is exploring interest in gifted, reading, K-5 math, STEM education endorsement programs for the
2019-2020 school year. Teachers who are interested in one of the endorsement opportunities to be offered
through CSRA RESA or Augusta University should complete the Google Forms survey by March 29.
CSRA RESA Writing Center
All K-5 schools have been engaged in a writing workshop with CSRA RESA
this semester. Using mentor texts, they’ve connected explicitly the reading
and writing connection for students. The RESA Writing Center includes lessons at the mastery and foundational skill levels for grades K-12 in informative/explanatory, opinion or argumentative (as applicable to the grade), and
narrative genres.
Federal Programs Stakeholder Surveys
The spring 2019 federal programs stakeholder surveys are open through May 3 for input from staff, parents,
and community members. Information from these surveys is used to determine staff professional learning
needs as well as family engagement opportunities.
Families – English and Spanish
Paraprofessionals
Teachers
School & Central Office Administrators
Community, Business, and Post-Secondary Partners

July 25-26 Georgia Council of Teachers of Mathematics Summer Academy
The Georgia Council of Teachers of Mathematics will be offering a summer academy at Belair K-8 School in
Richmond County on July 25-26. Registration is $120 and will include math resources and lessons for K-1, 2-3,
4-5, 6-8, Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II. Contact your principal if you are interested in attending.
Grant Opportunities
The Georgia Governor’s Office of Student Achievement is offering its Tiny
Grants in the amounts up to $7,000 for innovative projects that positively
impact academics. Projects must align with one of three priority areas:
STEAM education, blended and personalized learning, or birth to age eight
language and literacy development. Applications are due by May 1, 2019.
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Highlighting Achievement
At this month’s board of education planning session,
we recognized the Superintendent's Students of the
Month for March. We are proud of these students for
their good attendance, their hard work in academics,
and their positive attitudes!
Corey Cosby (DES);
Jhurnee Harris (MES);
Carrington Butler
(TES); Naiyah Long
(NES); Ivan Gonzalez
(TMMS); and D. J. Brown
(THS).

Congratulations to THS senior Sibyl Poston, who has
been named a semifinalist in the National Beta Scholarship Program! She will now move to the next phase
where Beta Scholars will be announced and receive a
scholarship of no less than $1,000.
Congratulations to Bryson Massey, named Reader of
the Year at TMMS! The Reader of the Year Award is
sponsored by the Georgia Association of Literacy Advocates. Bryson’s paper, “What Reading Means to Me,”
has been submitted to the next level of competition.
Bryson is pictured with
his English Language
Arts teacher, Mrs. Kelli Crafton, and is the
son of Marion and Jane
Massey of Thomson.
Well done, Bryson!

Congratulations to the following FFA members for
advancing to the next round of the Area 4 FFA Public
Speaking competitions!
Erica Lewis - 2nd place,
Extemporaneous Public
Speaking; Hayden
McCord - 2nd place, FFA
Creed Speaking; Aubrey
Bentley - 3rd place, Jr.
Prepared Public Speaking.
Congratulations to THS Senior
HOSA member Emma Rhodes
for placing at the State Leadership Conference over the weekend. Emma placed third in the
Extemporaneous Health Poster
competition and is eligible to
compete at International Leadership Conference in June.
Please congratulate the following students who are
the 2018-2019 Laws of Life essay winners. Each
grade level winner will receive a $50 award, and the
school winner receives the $100 award ($50 for being
a grade winner plus $50 for being a school winner).
School winner (& 9th grade winner): Jackson Hardy; 10th Grade Winner: Sidney Anne Smith; and
11th Grade Winner: Olivia Murray. Well done!

Congratulations to the following students who participated in GHSA Region 3-AAAA Literary Competition,
bringing home a great showing of awards!
Second Place Boys Solo - D. J. Brown; First Place
Girls Solo - Hannah Bowers; First Place Boys Quartet - Michael Webb, Scott Wilkinson, Scotty Glass,
and D. J. Brown; First Place Girls Trio - Solana Rivera, Hannah Bowers, Emma Rhodes; First Place
Domestic Extemporaneous Speaking - Morgan
Shifflet; First Place International Extemporaneous Speaking - Zeke Brown; First Place Dramatic
Interpretation - Solana Rivera; and Second Place
Personal Essay - Kerrilynn Lynch.

Announcements
In order to allow more space for student features, personnel updates
will no longer appear in the newsletter. They are available for
review on our eBoard site, Simbli, after every BOE meeting.
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/index.aspx?S=4112

Free Books for Children Ages Birth to Eight!
McDuffie County School System
716 N. Lee Street
Thomson, GA 30824

Phone: 706-986-4000
Fax: 706-986-4001
www.mcduffie.k12.ga.us

Here’s What’s
Coming Up!
April 1
THS Basketball Cheerleading Tryouts begin
THS Band Booster Meeting, 7 PM
April 4
DES School Council/PTO Board, 3 PM
THS Fine Arts Capstone Recital
April 5
DES 3rd Grade Market Day
THS Basketball Cheerleading Tryouts end
April 8-12
Spring Break
April 15
Lead Teacher Meeting, 2 PM
April 16
PBIS Coaches Meeting, 2 PM
PowerQueen Meeting, 3:30 PM
MES Hickory Hill Field Trip
April 17
MES Hickory Hill Field Trip
THS Youth Leadership McDuffie
April 18
DES PTO & Choral Performance, 6 PM
April 19
DES Spring Celebrations
MES Easter Egg Hunts
April 20
THS Prom
April 21
Easter
April 22
GA Milestones EOC Testing Begins (Gr 8-12)
April 23
Mid-term for 4th Nine Weeks
GA Milestones EOG Testing Begins (Gr. 3-8)
BOE Planning Session, 9 AM
MES Cap/Gown Pictures
MES Chorus Concert, 6 PM
NES School Council, 4 PM

The McDuffie County School System will be hosting additional family
literacy events for parents of children ages 0-8 this spring. Participants will receive tips for helping young children become successful
readers. Free books will also be provided to participating families.
Watch for additional dates to be announced soon!

Kindergarten Summer Transition Program
McDuffie County Schools is accepting registration applications for its
Rising Kindergarten Summer Transition Program (STP) to be held at
Maxwell Elementary School.
Program hours of operation are June 3 thru July 23 (MondayThursday only), 8:00 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. There will be no classes on
Fridays or on July 4. Parents must agree for students to be present
each of the 29 days the program is in session.
The Summer Transition Program (STP) is open to rising kindergarten students who meet income eligibility requirements. Proof of income must be provided, and total family income must be at or below
85% of the state’s median income. Assistance can be provided in completing the registration forms and in determining eligibility.
Class size is limited to 16 pupils; eligible students have birthdays
between September 2, 2013, and September 1, 2014.
Please contact the school office at either Maxwell or Dearing Elementary School to obtain a registration packet, or call the central office at
706-986-4000 for more information.

Summer Opportunities
for Students
 June 3-26: Summer remediation and retest opportunity for grades 3, 5, and 8
 June 3-July 23 : Rising Kindergarten
Summer Transition Program
 June 3-6: STEM Camp for Grades 6-12
 June 10-13: STRIDE Camp for Gifted Students, Grades 1-5
 June 17-21: Fine Arts Camp for Grades 4-5

