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ADVENT MIDWEEK SERVICES
December 5
December 12
December 19

Noon (C) & 6:30 p.m. (C)
Noon (C) & 6:30 p.m. (C)
Noon (C) & 6:30 p.m. (C)
SATURDAY/SUNDAY SERVICES

December 1
December 2

5:00 p.m.
8:15 a.m. (C) & 10:50 a.m. (C)

December 8
December 9*

5:00 p.m. (C)
8:15 a.m. & 10:50 a.m.

December 15
December 16

5:00 p.m.
8:15 a.m. (C) & 10:50 a.m. (C)

December 22
December 23

5:00 p.m. (C)
9:30 a.m.

December 29
December 30

5:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m. (C)
FESTIVAL SERVICES

Christmas Eve**
December 24

5:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Christmas Day
December 25

9:30 a.m. (C)

New Year’s Eve
December 31

6:30 p.m. (C)

New Year’s Day
January 1

9:30 a.m. (C)

*Carols and Bells
**Candlelight and Pageant
(C) Holy Communion

Homeless Christmas Luncheon
Two of the top things that people
think about as the Holidays approach
are family and food. Celebrations just
aren’t the same without these things.
In fact, the eternal victory celebration
in Heaven includes family (brothers
and sisters in Christ) and food.
Very quickly you can think of the
loved ones and tasty treats you
would want to have with you
in the celebration of the gifts of
God.
Some in the community of
Trinity Downtown will not have
family or food this Holiday Season.
That’s why we host a very special sit-down
dinner for those who are experiencing homelessness.
This year we will serve this meal on Sunday, December 16th at 12:15
p.m. Your help is needed to make this celebration a joyful one for these brothers and sisters in Christ.
Here’s how you can help: Prepare a shoebox full of gifts and/or volunteer to help serve on the 16th
(Watch for volunteer opportunities on TCB).

Shoebox Gift Suggestions
•

Toothpaste & toothbrush

•

Hand sanitizer

•

Facial tissues

•

Lotion

•

Handi-wipes

•

•

Deodorant

•

Gloves

•

Chapstick

•

Ear muffs or stocking caps

Gift card (recommend
$10-$20 to Kroger, Walmart,
Walgreens, McDonalds, or
Chick-fil-A)

•

Body wash

•

Socks

•

Snacks

•

Bar soap

•

Nail clippers

•

Shampoo

•

Comb or brush

Advent Sermon Series: In Those Days…
The events that we read about in the Bible occurred so long ago and are
sometimes so incredible that they can be viewed as merely legend or tale told
to entertain the hearer. But the Word of God is not legend or tale. Rather, it is
rooted in history, listing people, places, and events that actually happened…it’s
all true. Archaeologists continue to uncover evidence of what is spoken about in
the Bible. It isn’t a fairy tale but a true story of our salvation.
Inspired by God the men and women who put God’s Word to pen sometimes
even used the phrase, “in those days…” or “it came to pass in those days….”
When that phrase is used it’s as if the writer is saying, “What I’m about to tell you
actually happened. I dare you to check the accuracy of the story that I’m telling
you.”
This Advent we’ll be looking at the events leading to and including Jesus’
birth. Events that are told in terms of “In Those Days…” Join us this Advent as we
explore the truths of God’s Word and get ready to celebrate His Gift to us.
2 - Trinity Today

Bring your bells! - all kinds of bells: big bells, little bells, tinkling bells, great
clanging bells - and come sing and ring as we celebrate again the birth of our
Savior at Carols and Bells on Sunday, December 9 at the 8:15 and 10:50 a.m.
worship services. Your bells will join in with the music making of the Trinity
Handbells, Trinity Brass, Trinity Choir, and our own Trinity congregation as
we sing the carols of Christmas and have an opportunity to hear about the
Christmas miracle from a storyteller and his friends.
After worship, join us for coffee, wassail and Christmas cookies in the Foyer.
And, if you forget your bell, don’t worry, we’ll provide one for you!

Poinsettia Donations
We have ordered small (6 in.) poinsettias ($8.50) to adorn our
worship areas on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. If you are
interested in donating a plant(s) which may be taken home
with you after the Christmas Day service, please write your
dedication(s) on the Poinsettia order form available at the
Welcome Center. Insert your check and form in the envelope
provided and place in the Poinsettia box. There is no limit on the
number of poinsettias you can order. Deadline to order poinsettias
and have dedication included in the Christmas Eve and Christmas
Day Service Folders is December 16.
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Christmas Bible Study: The Santa Clause
A favorite movie of the Christmas Season is “The Santa
Clause” starring Tim Allen. It’s a story about Scott Calvin
who inadvertently became Santa Claus after knocking off
the previous Santa Claus from his rooftop. After putting on
the Santa Claus suit and spending the rest of Christmas
Eve delivering toys to children around the world, Scott
Calvin arrived at the North Pole. The head elf, Bernard,
tells Calvin that he has invoked the “Santa Clause” to take
over as Santa Claus. He now has eleven months to put
his affairs in order and then to move to the North Pole to
become Santa Claus permanently.
As the time drew near for Scott Calvin to head to the
North Pole, he began to change. No matter how hard he
tries to resist, he gains weight, gains a rotund belly, and
grows a white beard. He also starts to get intelligence
reports about who is naughty and nice delivered to his
home by courier.
This story among other things is about redemption. In
this four-week Advent Bible study led by Pastor Dorn, the
class will watch this modern parable which points us to
our redemption and transformation in Christ. As the story
develops, participants will be pointed back to God’s Word and what He says to those situations in life.
The class begins on Sunday, December 2 at 9:30 a.m. in Room 123 (Pastor Dorn’s Office). Popcorn will
be served!

Houston Lutheran Chorale Christmas Concerts
The Houston Lutheran Chorale again invites you to
join in celebrating the glory of our Lord’s birth in song.
The 2018 Christmas concert, “Unto Us A Child Is Born”
focuses on the announcement of the birth of Jesus
Christ, God’s Son, the Messiah. Our Christmas concerts
will once again proclaim God’s redeeming message
through music featuring the first part of Handel’s
“Messiah,” traditional and contemporary carols as well
as beautiful orchestral selections.
Please note there will be three concert venues this
year from which you may select:
•

Friday, November 30 at 7:30 PM - St. Timothy
Lutheran,14225 Hargrave Rd., Houston

•

Saturday, December 1 at 7:30 PM – Memorial
Lutheran – 5810 3rd St., Katy

•

Sunday, December 2 at 4:00 PM - Trinity Lutheran,
800 Houston Ave., Houston

Tickets are not required. We encourage you to bring
your family and friends to begin the 2018 Christmas
season in joyous song.
4 - Trinity Today

Finance Corner - December 1, 2018
As year-end approaches, we celebrate together the Advent of our
Lord, and anticipate His coming again. This is also a busy time of year for
financially-related news, including:
•

At the Congregational Assembly on November 18th, voters
approved the 2019 Ministry Financial Plan which calls for
spending $2.2m for ministry operations next year. This
amount includes $224k allocated for debt reduction, the
rebuilding of Trinity’s emergency fund, and the creation of
a small “Asset Replacement Savings Account.”

•

Our 2019 Commitment weekend was on November 24/25th,
and we received almost 100 pledge cards. If you were not able
to be in attendance at one of that weekend’s services, please drop
your 2019 pledge into the offering plate at any service. You may also
mail your pledge to the church office at:
Trinity Lutheran Church
Attn: Contributions Manager
800 Houston Ave
Houston, TX 77007
Blank pledge cards are available in the church foyer and the narthex.

•

Through October 31st, our tithes and offerings are 2% lower than the same time in 2017, and 1%
lower than our budget. Expenses are 3% above our spending plan.

The end of the year is traditionally a time when non-profit ministries and churches look forward to
receiving a higher-than-normal level of contributions, and Trinity Downtown is not an exception. We
depend on your continued generosity to fund our ongoing ministries.
It is an honor to watch what God is doing as He continues to work in and through us to build His
Kingdom!
						
Joyfully Joining Jesus Alongside You,
						Ron Lacy, CFO

How to increase your giving to Trinity without spending any money.
Please remember that you can expand your stewardship by using a program that Trinity has
qualified for at Amazon. Amazon will give Trinity a 0.5% rebate for all purchases made by our
supporters when making their normal purchases at Amazon. It’s very easy—whenever you are
shopping on Amazon, go to this web address (instead of www.amazon.com):
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/74-1238451
Using this service from Amazon won’t change the costs of the products you buy, and all of your
account settings and preferences will be retained. The only thing that will change is that Trinity
will receive a rebate!
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Greetings Trinity Family!
Last month on Saturday, November 3rd, before All Saints’ Sunday, the youth of Trinity Downtown
had the opportunity to serve the cemetery in a plethora of ways. The students had a duo of awesome
leaders as they teamed with the cemetery crew of John Stoerkel and Stacie Hemann, who graciously
brought donuts and kolaches. After eating their fill (as much as one can fill up middle schoolers!) the
students and cemetery crew served the cemetery and the saints that are at rest there by scrubbing
gravestones that needed some TLC, placing American flags on veterans’ graves, clearing out intrusive
bushes/trees, and sweeping clean the main sidewalk in the center of the cemetery. The students
could see a tangible difference being made as gravestones were cleaned and brush taken away.
Tying the day together was Pastor Black as he took the students on a tour explaining exactly who they
had just served, poignantly proclaiming the Gospel and the rewards in heaven each one of them
had obtained; with, of course, a bit of Pastor Black’s humor. The day ended with a few more donuts
consumed, some Thrivent t-shirts earned, intergenerational service done, and the Gospel proclaimed
in a unique way. I would say it was a pretty good day in youth ministry at Trinity Downtown. It truly is
an honor and a joy to be serving at Trinity as the Director of Youth Ministries. I look forward to many
more years of “great days” as we all come together joining Jesus on His mission around the young
people of Trinity to love and guide them to be servants and church leaders of Trinity and their own
neighborhoods.
							Joining Jesus With You All,
							Michael Winckler, Director of Youth Ministries
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Blood Donor Sunday
Our next Blood Donor Sunday will be held January 6, 8 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. in the gym. Sign-up sheets will be located in the foyer and
the narthex. If you would prefer a special time please sign up either
at the church or online at www.giveblood.org and pick Trinity’s drive
to set an appointment. While scheduling an appointment ahead
of time gives us an estimate of how many donors to expect and
the Blood Center sends out the appropriate number of workers; an
added bonus is we take scheduled appointments prior to walk-ups.
Anyone donating will receive a free blood donor hoodie.
We look forward to a very successful drive this winter. Double
red cell and combination whole blood and plasma machines will
be available for those wishing to donate that way. Both count for
two donations.
REMINDER!! The minimum donor age requirement to give blood
is 16 years old with a parent’s permission. Weight must be 122 lbs. (still 110 lbs. for 17 and older) and
in general good health.
REMEMBER: one unit of blood can save as many as three lives as it is broken down into three
components – red blood cells, platelets and plasma.
May our Lord keep you healthy so you can continue to contribute the gift of life!

“Did You Know”
I found this article quite interesting, educational and a “wake up
call,” yet I should have thought about this every time we “ate out.” We
eat out frequently. “Restaurant menus are covered with bacteria and
germs.” JUST THINK! Menus are touched by dozens of people every
day, yet they are seldom cleaned. A study published in the Journal of
Environmental Health found that salmonella and E. coli (bacteria that
cause illness) “survived longer on laminated menus (up to 24 hours)
as compared to paper menus.” Furthermore, a study in the Journal of Medical Virology stated that
“cold and flu viruses can survive for 18 hours on hard surfaces such as menus.” Just think about how
many fingers, hands, etc. touch those menus, including ours.
So, how can this be avoided? “Never let the menu touch your plate or your silverware,” which I
have found difficult to do, and “always wash your hands after you order.” I still have difficulty with this
suggestion. I am attempting, though, to follow through. As of now, I am still unsuccessful. How about
you? Is this a good suggestion as we enter the holiday season and follow through after January 1?
“Better Health”, Spring, 2017
CONCORDIA PLAN SERVICES
“Praise God the Lord, Ye Sons of Men”
“Praise God the Lord, ye sons of men,
Before His highest throne;
Today He opens heav’n again
And gives us His own Son, And gives us His own Son.”
SOURCE: “The Children’s Hymnal” #12, CPH Public Domain

MERRY CHRISTMAS! May your celebration of our Lord’s birth bring
immeasurable joy to all of you and your families!
Julie Bertrand, Retired RN
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Be in the Word
Adult Bible Classes - Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
“1 Peter” - Led by Bill Fischer’s Team - Room 201
Peter was a man of action, not writing, but he sends this letter to believers encouraging them to
keep the faith in troubled times. His words ring true for us today.
“Preparing for Jesus” - Led by Jim Cleary’s Team - Room 205
Join us as we get our hearts ready for Christmas by looking at Luke 1-2. Discussion oriented.
“The Lutheran Mind” - Led by Pastor Michael Hofmann - Room 234
“The Santa Clause” - Led by Pastor Michael Dorn - Room 123
Description on page 4.

Kingdom Quest Sunday School - Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
Grades 1 through 4 meet in Mary/Martha Hall in basement for opening.
Pre-K (ages 3 - 4)/Kindergarten - Room 212

8th and 7th Grade Confirmation - Room 124

1st - 4th Grade - Basement

9th-12th Grade - USC (basement)

5th - 6th Grade - Room 207

Adult Midweek Bible Studies
Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Class
Tuesdays at 10 a.m. - Room 205 – Women’s Bible Study led by Audrey Black.
The study is based on the Old Testament book of Esther, using LifeLight materials.
For more information, contact Audrey at 713.782.6307 or dgb32@att.net.
Wednesday Women’s Bible Study - “Family Trees & Olive Branches (Creating a Culture of Grace in
Your Family)”
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. - Gathering Space - Women’s Bible Study led by Jan Case
Sonrise Bible Study
Thursdays at 6:30 a.m. - Room 124 - Led by Pastor Black
Class discusses the Scripture readings assigned for the following Sunday. The class is open to men and
women. Coffee is available. For more information, contact Pastor Black at 713.229.2917 or dblack@
trinitydt.org.
TnT - 20s and 30s Group Bible Study
Current Study: “1st John, 2nd John and 3rd John” by Rev. Dr. Matthew Richard - Meets 1st and 3rd Fridays
at 7:30 p.m. - off site. Contact Rachel and Dag Calafell at rachel.calafell@gmail.com or 832.389.8998
for more information.
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Christmas Caroling
All are invited for caroling on December 9, especially drivers,
to bring Christmas joy to our faithful home-bound members. We
will meet at the Mary Martha Fellowship Hall at 2:30 to divide into
teams to visit homes and retirement villages. Then stick around for
a potluck meal and sharing back at Trinity.
Please see TCB for a list of needs or RSVP to Bea Uhl at
713. 864.4919.

New Governing Board Members
Congratulations to the new and returning Governing Board Members elected at our November
Congregational Assembly.

Jim Baccus, Elder

Kim Davis

Delvin Dennis, Elder

Janet Mueller
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Carols of Christmas
O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL (Matthew 1:23)
O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!*
Time after time, the Israelites found themselves separated from God; always by their own doing.
God would eventually deliver them, only to be betrayed by His chosen people again. The Israelites, no
matter how hard they tried, were unfaithful to God. God remained faithful and fulfilled the promises
He made to them. Isaiah 7:14 tells us, “Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a
virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and you shall call His name Emmanuel.” The name Emmanuel
translates as “God with us.” No one could have expected a baby in a manger to be the start of God’s
perfect plan to be “with us.” Yet, that is exactly how God fulfilled His promise. Are you waiting for God
to answer a prayer or make a change in your life? Do you feel a sense of loneliness? Rejoice! Rejoice!
God has made Himself present to us. His faithfulness is greater than our failure.
ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH (Luke 2:14)
Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply,
Echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in Excelsis Deo. Gloria in Excelsis Deo.*
What inspires awe in you? What things cause you to become speechless when you see them? Is
it the sight of a family member you haven’t seen for a long time? Is it visiting a majestic place like a
mountain or a historical place like the ancient pyramids of Egypt? The night Christ was born was the
most monumental as God sent His one and only Son to earth so that we could ultimately have eternal
life. There has not been an event in history before or after Christ’s birth that resulted in such celebration
that the angels themselves made their physical presence known and their voices heard in song. Can
you imagine how the shepherds jaws must have dropped at the sight and sounds of the angels? Think
about some awe-inspiring moments you’ve had with God and how they have changed your life?
HAVE YOURSELF A MERRY LITTLE CHRISTMAS (Luke 10:41-42)
Have yourself a merry little Christmas, let your heart be light.
From now on, your troubles will be out of sight
Have yourself a merry little Christmas, make the Yuletide gay
From now on your troubles will be miles away
Here we are as in olden days, happy golden days of yore
Faithful friends who are dear to us, gather near to us once more
Through the years we all will be together, if the fates allow
Hang a shining star upon the highest place
So have yourself a merry little Christmas
So have yourself a merry little Christmas now.
(Lyrics by Sam Smith)

Christmas can seem like a rat race at times. There is all of the last-minute shopping at crowded
malls, struggling to find the perfect gift for someone, the decorating of the house (including checking
every single bulb on the strand of lights to find the one at the very end that shorted out the rest),
wrapping present after present after present, or preparing for your extended family to take over your
house for the day! It is easy to get lost in the busyness of Christmas, and to miss the things that are
really important.
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We see this happen in the book of Luke, when Jesus went to eat in the home of two sisters, Mary
and Martha. Martha spent her time running around cooking, serving dinner, and cleaning. These were
all good things, but “busy” things. Meanwhile, Mary sat in the company of Jesus. When Martha asked
Jesus to tell her to work too, Jesus said, “Mary has chosen what is better.” This year don’t miss out on
what is better. Take the opportunity to enjoy the time you have with family and friends. Take time not
to worry about the things you have to do, but to enjoy the people you get to be with. What are some
of the better things that you can choose to be a part of this Christmas?
AWAY IN A MANGER (Luke 2:6-7)
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed;
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there.*

The King of Kings and Lord of Lords was born in a manger with not so much as a bed to lie on. His
humble beginnings remind us that we are to be humble and thankful for what we have been blessed
with. We cannot help but find ourselves grateful for all that was given to us on that day. This day was
a day of rejoicing, and the baby lying awake on the hay was no ordinary child, He was the Savior
of mankind. The last verse of this Christmas carol asks the Lord to stay beside us, to lead us, and to
eventually take us to Heaven to live with Him. How often is that our prayer? Stay beside me Lord as I
make my way through this earthly life. How glorious and beautiful is the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.
We celebrate His birth and the life that was given to us by Him through His life, death, and resurrection.
Lord, help us to keep our focus on the Christ child this Christmas season. Please forgive us for
giving too much time and attention on other things. Help us to reflect again, on what Christmas is all
about. Thank You that You came to give new life, peace, hope, and joy. Thank You that Your power is
made perfect in our weakness. Help us to remember that the gift of Christ, Immanuel, is our greatest
treasure, not just at Christmas, but the whole year through. Fill us with Your joy and the peace of Your
Spirit. Direct our hearts and minds towards You. Thank You for Your reminder that both in seasons
of celebration and in seasons of brokenness, You are still with us. Thank You for Your daily powerful
presence in our lives, that we can be assured Your heart is towards us, Your eyes are over us, and Your
ears are open to our prayers. We know that You surround us with Your favor as with a shield, and we
are safe and feel at peace in Your care. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
If you are experiencing loss or grief, struggling with a crisis in your life, emotionally or spiritually,
depressed or need someone to talk to; consider letting one of Trinity’s Stephen Ministers help. They are
trained to listen, care, encourage, pray, and walk alongside you during difficult times. It’s helpful and
completely confidential. If you or a loved one would like to know more about our Stephen Ministry
Program, please contact Pastor Michael Dorn at 713.229.2940 or mdorn@trinitydt.org or Ron Lacy at
713.229.2970 or rlacy@trinitydt.org. Pastor Dorn, Ron or one of our Stephen Leaders will contact you.
							Many Christmas Blessings,
							Linda Gray, Stephen Leader
						

*Hymns: Lutheran Service Book, Public Domain
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Houston Camerata along with veterans honored at their concert on Veterans’ Day.
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Financial Peace University
Financial Peace University will be offered
at Trinity beginning January 13th from 9:30 10:30 a.m. in Room 214. The class will be led
by John Garrett.
Financial Peace University is a ninelesson, money-management class taught by
America’s most trusted financial guru, Dave
Ramsey. Dave and his teaching team will
walk you through the basics of budgeting,
dumping debt, planning for the future, and
much more.
Please go to https://fpu.com/1078609 to
register for this class. If this is your first time to
attend an FPU class you will need to purchase the class materials from this registration site. For more
information about the class, contact John Garrett at 346.254.4943 or johnpatrickgarrett@yahoo.com.

The 39 Club
The 39 Club is invited to meet in the foyer following the 10:50 a.m. service on
December 9 and plan to have lunch together at Shanghai River Restaurant, 2407
Westheimer Road.
In November the group enjoyed food and fellowship at Spaghetti Western Italian
Cafe.
Those who are single, 39 and over, are invited to join us. For more information,
contact Jean Minsch at 281.550.4752.

Youth Group Regular Gatherings
High School and Middle School Youth Group regular
gatherings are held weekly on Sundays. We begin the
events by coming together around the table for some
food while connecting with other students and youth
mentors. Next, we meet as a large group and spend
time playing fun games, hanging out, and studying the
Bible.
Middle School Youth meet from 12:30 - 2:30 p.m. and
High School Youth meet from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

BOARD OF ELDERS - CONTACT INFORMATION
Delvin Dennis. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Bill Fischer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Dan Krueger. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Steve Maynard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Joshua Rodriguez . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

ddennis@entouch.net. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
bfisch@aol.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
dwkrueger5@yahoo.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
smaynard@durwoodgreene.com. . . . . . . . .
joshrodriguez@hotmail.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . .

281.415.8787
713.827.8664
901.258.4029
281.799.9600
832.527.1957
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CHURCH REPORT

STAFF DIRECTORY

October 22 - November 18

BAPTISM
November 11
Amanda Elizabeth Laumen

713.224.0684

• Hunter & Mary Simonsen with
children, Brynlee, Emmy, Cody
and Caden
MARRIAGE

Chief Financial Officer
Ron Lacy. . . . . . . . . . . . .  713.229.2970
Dir. of Administration and
Human Resources
Trinity Garrett. . . . . . . . . .  713.229.2937

REVENUE UPDATE
Year To Date through 11/18/18
Actual Receipts. . . . . $1,309,378
Budgeted Receipts. . $1,439,155
ORGAN FUND UPDATE
Year To Date through 11/18/18
Total Contributions. . . .  $505,061
Remaining Balance. . . .  $86,821
SUNDAY SCHOOL TOTALS

November 11
• Yezid & Linda Diaz
• Ja’Net Diaz and son, Adam
• Jordan Drum & Emily Korinek
with child, Bayless
• May Kiduo-England
• Paul & Barbara Hofmann
• Adam & Hope Johnson and
daughter, Ella
• Brent & Amanda Laumen
• Jon Marquis
• Pastor Aaron & Becky Richert,
with daughters Elizabeth,
Eliana, and Maddalyn

Pastor of Missions and Outreach
Pastor Michael Hofmann. . 713.229.2905
Visitation Pastor
Pastor Donald G. Black. . . 713.229.2917

November 3
Christine Pham and Andrew
Bahun

NEW MEMBERS

Senior Pastor
Pastor Michael P. Dorn. . . 713.229.2940

PK-8

H.S.

Adult

Total

10/28

37

0

111

148

11/04

34

0

111

145

11/11

29

0

106

135

11/18

37

0

96

133

Director of Music and Worship
Mary Voigt. . . . . . . . . . . .  713.229.2922
Director of Discipleship
Matthew Meier. . . . . . . .  832.301.3105
Director of Youth Ministries
Michael WInckler . . . . . .  713.229.2910
Director of Accounting
Roseann Gamez. . . . . . .  713.229.2962
Communications Coordinator
Pam Schroeder. . . . . . . .  713.229.2944
Contributions Manager
Angela Avant. . . . . . . . .  713.229.2963
Host
Rollin Cattau. . . . . . . . . .  713.229.2950

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
		
5:00 8:15 10:50 Total
10/27		53		
10/28			195 171 419

Joyfully Sharing Christ’s Saving
Love With All People Now!

11/03		32			
11/04			231 154 417
11/10		36		
11/11			167 178 381
11/17		
45				
11/18			171 169 385

2018 GOVERNING BOARD
Pat Cleary
Kim Davis
Delvin Dennis (Vice Chair/Elder)
Pastor Michael Dorn
Bill Fischer (Elder)
Bo Hopmann
Dan Krueger (Elder)
Steve Maynard (Chair/Elder)
Jean Minsch
Joshua Rodriguez (Secretary/Elder)
Cynthia Roney
Brad Vieselmeyer
Minutes of the Governing Board are available to our
members at the Welcome Center.
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December 2018
Trinity Lutheran Church

8 Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2

3

8:15 AM Traditional Worship
(C)
9:30 AM Bible Study Hour
10:50 AM Traditional
Worship (C)
12:30 PM MS Youth Group
4:00 PM HLC Christmas
Concert
5:00 PM HS Youth Group

9

4

11:45 AM Finance MAT
6:00 PM Elders Meeting
6:30 PM Governing Board
Meeting
7:00 PM Houston Symphony
Chorus Rehearsal

10

8:15 AM
9:30 AM
10:50 AM
12:00 PM
12:30 PM
2:30 PM
5:00 PM

Traditional Worship
Bible Study Hour
Traditional Worship
39 Club
MS Youth Group
Christmas Caroling
HS Youth Group

16

9:30 AM Traditional
Worship
12:30 PM MS Youth Group
5:00 PM HS Youth Group

30
9:30 AM Traditional
Worship (C)

11
9:00 AM Staff Leadership
Team Meeting
10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
7:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble
Rehearsal
7:00 PM Houston Symphony
Chorus Rehearsal

17

8:15 AM Traditional
Worship (C)
9:30 AM Bible Study Hour
10:50 AM Traditional
Worship (C)
11:00 PM Homeless Christmas
Lunch
12:00 PM Pageant Rehearsal
12:30 PM MS Youth Group
5:00 PM HS Youth Group

23

5

9:00 AM Staff Leadership
Team Meeting
10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
6:00 PM Stephen Ministry
7:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble
Rehearsal
7:00 PM Houston Symphony
Chorus Rehearsal

18
9:00 AM Staff Leadership
Team Meeting
10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
6:00 PM Stephen Ministry
7:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble
Rehearsal
7:00 PM Houston Symphony
Chorus Rehearsal

24
5:00 PM Christmas Eve
Worship
7:00 PM Christmas Eve
Worship

25
9:30 AM Christmas Day
Worship (C)

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:00 AM HPCC Nursing
Home Devotions
12:00 PM Advent Worship (C)
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
6:15 PM Trinity Bells
6:30 PM Advent Worship (C)
6:30 PM Youth MAT
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

12
9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
12:00 PM Advent Worship (C)
6:30 PM Advent Worship
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

19
9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:00 AM Ladies Circle HPCC
12:00 PM Advent Worship (C)
6:30 PM Advent Worship (C)
7:00 PM Houston Symphony
Chorus Rehearsal
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

26

6

7

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible Study
10:00 AM Ladies Circle
Meeting/Luncheon
1:00 PM Peace-Filled
Quilters
7:00 PM Houston Symphony
Chorus Rehearsal

13
6:30 AM Sonrise Bible Study

20

8
7:00 PM Houston Symphony
Chorus Rehearsal

14

5:00 PM Satellite Service (C)

15

3:00 PM Upbring Christmas
Program

21

5:00 PM Satellite Service
6:00 PM Satellite Service
Christmas
Gathering

22

9:00 AM Choir/Pageant
Rehearsal

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible Study

5:00 PM Satellite Service (C)

27

28

29
5:00 PM Satellite Service

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible Study

31
6:30 PM New Year’s Eve
Worship (C)

5:00 PM Satellite Service
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Ladies Circle Ministries - December 6
The Christmas gathering of the Ladies Circle will be held in the Mary/
Martha Fellowship Hall at 10 a.m. on Thursday, December 6.
A program of Christmas music will be presented by the Bethesda/
Good Samaritan Lutheran Home Choir at approximately 11 a.m., followed
by a covered dish potluck luncheon honoring October, November, and
December birthdays.
Members are encouraged to bring to the meeting wrapped gifts for
LINC-Houston’s “Toys for Joy” program to help develop relationships and
share the Gospel with people through their ministries. Gifts should be
wrapped (no bows, please) and labeled with gender and age of the
recipient. Tape a sticky note on the back of the package with information
about the toy. Age categories include baby-1 year; 2-4 years; 5-7 years; 8-10 years; 11-13 years; and
14 years and older (gift cards preferred). Price range of gifts should be from $15-$20.
Pray for the recipient of the toy/gift that they may know JESUS, the greatest gift.
Cash, checks, gift cards, and online donations to LINC are also appreciated.
Persons wishing to donate gifts but unable to attend the meeting on December 6 should bring
them to church on Sunday, December 2. For more information about these gifts contact Ethelene
Marshall at 713.849.9266.
Members and guests are invited to participate in this gathering for inspiration, fellowship, and
good food.
For additional information, please contact Debbie Leonard, president, at (c) 319.431.6804 or
Debbie.Leonard.TX@gmail.com.
Additional date to remember: Members and friends are invited to come to the Highland Park
Care Center, 8601 Fulton St., at 10 a.m. on Wednesday, December 19, to share the Good News of
Christmas and sing carols with the residents.

Advent Devotions from Lutheran Hour
Ministries - The Coming King
What God has done for the world is most intimately expressed in the life of
His Son Jesus. In The Coming King, explore God’s marvelous work through the
lives of those who were on the scene at the time of the Savior’s birth.
The coming Savior’s birth was foretold by the prophets of old and later
experienced by many who were on hand as He came into this world. Mary
and Joseph, Zechariah and Elizabeth, Simeon, shepherds, wise men from the
east, a legion of angels, and even King Herod—all play their parts in the
Gospel narratives that speak of the Savior’s incarnation. Explore the many
ways their lives were touched as God became one of us, for each of us, in
The Coming King.
Printed copies of devotion booklets are available in the narthex and foyer.
You may also view them online at www.lhm.org.
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