
September 6, 2018 
 
Dear Florida Mesa families, 
 
The Florida Mesa staff is delighted to begin another year of learning and growing with your 
children!  Our school community is dedicated to helping all students grow academically, socially, 
and emotionally.   It is a privilege to visit classrooms where students love learning and want to 
share their ideas with others.   
 
As you visit classrooms, please take note of the classroom shared vision, code of collaboration, and 
procedures that your child created with their teacher.  These items will help students understand the 
importance of working as a community of learners so that each child can learn and grow. 
Families often want to know how they can help our school!  We love support and there are several 
opportunities that we would like to mention: 
 

¶ Join our Parent Teacher Organization: The PTO meets the third Wednesday of each 
month from 8:00-9:00 a.m.  They work to support teachers with a variety of projects including 
our workroom, school-wide events, and fundraising.  

¶ Participate in our School Advisory Council: The SAC meets the first Wednesday of each 
month from 8:00-9:00 a.m.  Florida Mesa School Advisory Council members work together to 
achieve excellence and success in our school and in each individual child.  Florida Mesa 
School Advisory Council, in conjunction with the building principal, establish school goals 
and action plans for student achievement, attendance, and safety.  The Florida Mesa Advisory 
Council members serve as liaisons between the school, parents, and community members. 

¶ Volunteer in the classroom: Share your desire to assist with your childôs classroom 
teacher!  The teacher will ask if youôve completed the Volunteer Authorization paperwork and 
will work to coordinate ways in which you can support. 

¶ Join us for lunch: We can always use additional adults in the cafeteria to enjoy 
conversations with students and model healthy eating.  

¶ Provide feedback: We are always working to improve our school, so we are open to 
feedback at any time.  Additionally, we will engage in a variety of surveys throughout the 
school year.  We take your feedback seriously, so please let us know what we are doing well 
and how we can improve. 

¶ Join us for school activities: Please come when we are hosting an all school assembly, like 
Mustang Round-up on Mondays at 7:45 a.m.  We frequently engage in parent nights and 

would love seeing you in attendance. 

¶ Canôt help at school?  Please reach out to your childôs teacher to find out if there 
are ways you can support our school with special projects that can be done at home.  
We are happy to receive your assistance. 
 
Thank you for the positive role that you play in supporting your childôs academic, 
social, and emotional growth.  We will look forward to seeing you often throughout the 
school year. 
 
Warmly, 
Vanessa Giddings, Principal  
Shannon Morris, Assistant Principal 
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Calendar of Events 

September 
 

9/10 

PD Day (No School) 
 

9/13 

Compact & Snacks 

5:00-5:30 

Open House 5:00-6:00 

Ice Cream Social  

6:00-6:30 
 

9/18 

Picture Day (Individuals) 
 

9/19 

PTO Meeting 8:00-9:00 
 

9/25 

Board Meeting @ 

District Office @ 5:00 
 

10/3 

SAC Meeting 8:00-9:00 

 

The mission of Florida Mesa Elementary: an innovative learning community, committed to integrity and 
educational rigor, to inspire, and develop compassionate, open-minded inquirers, who actively contribute to a better world, by 

guaranteeing equitable opportunities in a safe, healthy and diverse environment. 

PRINCIPALôS MESSAGE 

R.I.D.E.THE  
MUSTANG 

Represent Mustang Spirit Byé 
Interacting Respectfully... 
Demonstrating 
Responsibilityé 
Ensuring Safety... 



School Hours & Reminders:  
Monday ~ 7:40 am ì1:20 pm  

Tuesday ìFriday ~ 7:40 am ì2:50 pm  
Newsletters will be going out electronically.  Please be 

sure to let the office staff know of any updated 

information such as cell phone numbers and email 

addresses.  Newsletters can always be found on our 

website @ floridamesa.durangoschools.org.  Also, check 

us out on Facebook!! 

 

bƻ {ŎƘƻƻƭ aƻƴŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ млǘƘ Ϥ 
tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 5ŀȅ 

 

Florida Mesa Elementary 

Open House 
Please join us from 5:00-5:30 in the 

library for our Compacts & Snacks 

presentation.  This is a great way to 

establish the roles of students, parents 

& teachers for a successful school year.  

Classroom visits will take place from 

5:00-6:00 in your studentõs classroom

(s).  Many wonderful things are 

happening in our great school, please 

stop by with your student(s) and have 

them show off their classroom.   

 The Ice Cream Social hosted by our 

great PTO will be in the cafeteria from 

6:00-6:30.  Please stop by to have a 

scoop of yummy ice cream & catch up 

with our great school community!!  

A huge THANK YOU to 

all of OUR families 

who came to our 

Family Picnic!  It 

was wonderful to 

see all of you 

visiting with friends 

new and old!   



Please be sure to send a 
healthy snack for your 
student to have during 

their snack time!!  
Growing students get 

hungry &  having a 
healthy snack will help 

them to have a more 

productive day!!   

 
   Do you live  

   in the Florida Mesa area? 
   Do you have a child  

   age birth ð 5 years old? 
 
 
 

If so, you are eligible to have one free book shipped to your 
home every month until your childõs fifth birthday! 

Registration forms can be found at the F.M.E. front desk.    

7ÈÉÌÅ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÏÕÔ ÓÈÏÐÐÉÎÇȟ 
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{ƴŀŎƪǎ 
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5ŀǘŜΥ  ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ моǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ  рΥлл-рΥол ǇƳ 
 

²ƘŜǊŜΥ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ aŜǎŀΣ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ 
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CƻǊ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘΥ 
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{Ƙŀǿƴŀ /ƭŀǊƪ  ǎŎƭŀǊƪϪŘǳǊŀƴƎƻǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦƻǊƎ нпт-пнрл 

aŀǊƛŜ /ƻƳǇǘƻƴ  ƳŎƻƳǇǘƻƴϪŘǳǊŀƴƎƻǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦƻǊƎ нпт-пнрл 

Girls on the Run is starting!!! Register your 3rd-5th grade 
daughter for this unique program that fosters positive 
friendships, healthy habits, and promotes confidence while 
training to run a 5k!  This year's practices will be every 
Tuesday and Thursday from 2:50-4:20. We will meet in the 
gym and then head out to the track for practice. To register 
your daughter, please go to www.gotrwesterncolorado.org, 
and click on the link that says " register now".   

Our 5k will be at Three Springs on  

Saturday, November 10th. 

Save the 
Date!!  

Kindergarten  
Parent 
Night  

for all 
kindergarten  

families.  
Thursday, 

Sept. 27th  
Come at 

3:05 -3:35 or 

5:30 -6:30.  

http://www.gotrwesterncolorado.org/


Our first PTO 

meeting will be on 

Wednesday, Sept. 19th 

from 8:00 - 9:00!  Please 

join them in the 

Conference Room  

Picture Day will be on 

Tuesday, September 18th.  

Please watch for the flyer to 

come home with your 

student!!  
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