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Superintendent’s Message
MESSAGE FROM
SUPERINTENDENT
ANDY G. ALVARADO
As we approach the
winter break and
the end of the
first half of the
2018-19 school
year, it has been
a privilege to have
joined the Central Unified School District as the lead
learner and superintendent. We have accomplished a
lot during a short amount of time, and we look forward
to achieving more in the second half of this school year.
While visiting the school sites and the diverse cocurricular activities throughout the district, it has been
a pleasure getting to know many students, parents,
staff and community members. It occurred to me that
while Central Unified is the third-largest district in Fresno
County, it is a close-knit community dedicated to improving the educational and real-life experiences of our students. To that end, we created a theme, Better Together,
to reinforce those core values that have made Central
great over the years. We want this theme to resonate
with all of our stakeholders as we work together to
achieve the same goal of graduating students who will
enter the real world and make a lasting difference in
their communities.
In the fall, many in the Central Unified community attended our Town Hall meetings. We were able to share
the state of our district and the vision for the future. Participants asked insightful and important questions and
we hope to spend the remainder of the year addressing
the areas that were discussed.
In September, we received the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) scores and high school
graduation rates for 2018 and were thrilled to learn that
Central Unified had increased in all areas. Graduation
rates have risen over the last three years, and in 2018,
86% of four-year students received their diplomas at their
commencement ceremonies. Our students in grades 3-8
and 11 have also steadily improved their scores in both
English Language Arts (ELA) and Math. That said, we will
continue working together to graduate more students
and increase student proficiency in Math and ELA.
Co-curricular programs are growing as students increasingly participate in athletics, visual and performing arts,
agriculture and academic competitions. Central Unified
students win accolades in all of these areas and our
high school athletics are top notch and highly competitive throughout the state.
We are excited about the high number of modernization projects improving our schools and the near
completion of Tilley Elementary. As we’ve shared in the
Town Hall meetings, we are working diligently to build

the new high school with a planned opening of 2022,
if not sooner.
It is our moral imperative to make sure our students
are prepared for what the 21st century will expect of
them after they graduate from high school. We continue
to provide opportunities for our children that are deeply
embedded in real-world, real-life experiences. As our
mission states, we need to work towards having every
student engaged in rigorous, relevant, standards-based
instruction in every classroom, every day to ensure
student learning. We will continue to work collaboratively with all stakeholders to carry out this mission because
we are better when we work together. Central students
deserve the best we can offer them!

Central Unified
Welcomes New
Superintendent
Central Unified School District opened the 2018-19
school year by welcoming its new superintendent,
Andrew G. Alvarado.
Mr. Alvarado comes to Central Unified from Golden
Valley Unified School District in Madera, California where
he worked in various administrative capacities since
2002. He was appointed the Superintendent of Golden
Valley in 2010.
During his tenure with Golden Valley, Mr. Alvarado was
credited for guiding the district in the area of Educational
Services, specifically dealing with curriculum, instruction,
and assessment.
Prior to being appointed as Superintendent of Golden
Valley, Mr. Alvarado served as the Assistant Superintendent for four years, and before that, was the principal of
Liberty High School before his promotion to the Golden
Valley District Office.
Mr. Alvarado started his educational career as a middle
school science teacher in the Kings Canyon Unified
School District. In addition to teaching, he also served
as the head coach for the high school varsity basketball
and football teams.
Alvarado’s colleagues in Golden Valley praised him for
his ability to get the best out of each person through a
combination of high expectations, clear communication,
and positive relationship-building. Mr. Alvarado is credited as being a collaborative leader with the skills and
talent for building foundational trust.
Since taking over the reigns in Central Unified, Alvarado
made it a priority to venture out into the community and
meet as many stakeholders and members as possible.
He has been listening to all of the feedback he receives
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SUPER, continued
about our district and is looking forward to meeting any
challenges that may present themselves down the road.
One of Alvarado’s first priorities was to hold a series
of Town Hall meetings at middle school sites throughout the district. The purpose
of the Town Hall meetings
was to listen to the concerns
of parents, stakeholders, and
community members as well
as share his vision for the District in 2018 and beyond.
Alvarado also ventured out
to school sites and introduced
himself to the dedicated family
of teachers, students, and staff
that makes our district so great!
He’s excited about guiding
our students and staff through
the 2018-19 school year and
looking forward to all of the
great achievements that will be
made in and out of the classroom.

t

t

Superintendent Alvarado
takes a photo with BiolaPershing students
Our Student Resource
Officer speaks on See
Something, Say
Something

As a first-generation college student, Alvarado understands the importance of education and the impact it
can have on a person’s life. He earned his B.A. in Biological Science from Fresno State and his administrative
credential from Fresno Pacific University. Alvarado lives in
Fresno with his wife, Leah, who is an English teacher at
Rio Vista Middle School, and their two sons and daughter.

Central Unified School District
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Central High School
Central High School Grizzlies know the importance of
becoming “better together”. With this in mind, we want
to focus on our community partnerships which have
helped students prepare for success in college, career,
and community.
We are excited that our partnerships don’t just benefit
our students, but also impact our teachers, school administrators, and all staff members. Below are a few examples that get to the heart of the matter:
Helping Students Academically – Our partnership with
the California Teaching Fellows Foundation has allowed
us to provide strategic academic tutoring for our students. A total of five Teaching Fellows (three at East
campus and two at West campus) affords the opportunity to support students in need.
“See Something, Say Something” – This unique week
was specifically designed to provide awareness on safety
topics to students and staff. The high school partnered
with community agencies, tackling topics such as bullying, safety protocols, and suicide awareness. Through
this partnership, our community is growing stronger to
maintain safety and security for all.
Promoting Community Involvement – Students at
Central High School have partnered with numerous
agencies to volunteer their time. Recurring partnerships
with Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, Susan G. Komen,
and Valley Children’s Hospital allow our students to form
meaningful connections.

www.centralunified.org

2018 Summer Activities
Summer programs were filled with students from all
grade levels and schools across the district. Over 2,400
students were in attendance and each day was packed
full of learning!

This program was very popular and students ended
their summer offering suggestions to make next year’s
program even better.

K-5 Literacy Camp students were motivated to do lots
of reading and writing by piquing their curiosity about
what is happening in our oceans. Students worked with
words, expanded their writing capabilities, and read and
researched their favorite ocean animals. Students learned
about the creatures who call the ocean home and also
discovered the role they play in creating a solution to the
environmental concern regarding ocean trash. Art projects, collaboration, and literacy best practices were part
of each student’s summer as they explored ocean life.
STEM Academy was a new summer opportunity designed for students in search of a deep dive into science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics. Each student
participated in three project-focused courses targeting
practices in algebraic expressions.
Our English Learner students also had a new opportunity this summer in an extended Literacy Camp day.
The extended day program helped students develop the
academic language needed to understand and write
about the ocean-related texts they were reading.
Kinder Camp was offered to students without prior
early education experiences. The theme was “Under the
Sea,” which included hands-on activities and literature to
engage students! This program helped transition children
into the kindergarten environment and routines.
High School Summer School was held for students
who needed to make up credits or earn at least a “C”
to fulfill A-G requirements. In addition, the library was
open daily.
Central Fee-Based Enrichment was another new
summer program. Students participated in enrichment
activities including art, cooking, sports, and technology.

t
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Various summer school
programs shown

t
t
t

Central Unified Athletics Corner

t

Left Page From Top:
t
Madison Elementary
Warriors

Teague Elementary
Knights

t Tilley Elementary Panther
cheerleaders
Liddell Lions cheerleaders
Right: Harvest Hawks
cheerleaders

t
t
t

Rio Vista Middle School
cheer
Rio Vista Middle School
track

t t

El Capitan Middle School
Golf

Middle School water polo

t

Glacier Point Middle
School football

t

Right Page From Top:

Rio Vista Middle School
football

Glacier Point 7th grade
volleyball champions

Elementary
Football Carnival
On Aug. 31, Central Unified hosted the 12th
Annual Elementary Football Carnival at Koligian Stadium. The carnival is a scrimmage for
all teams and cheerleaders to better prepare
themselves for the season and to give everyone a chance to see the future of Central
football.
The teams get to scrimmage for two games
against opponents they will not play during the
regular season.
Each year, the “T.E.A.M” Award is given to the school
whose football and cheerleader teams display the following: 1) The most Togetherness as a team! 2) The greatest Effort on the field! 3) The most positive Attitude in the
game! 4) The highest Motivation to achieve! And all-around
school spirit! This year’s winner was Madison Elementary!
We thank everyone who supported the carnival; it is always
one of our highest attended events during the year.

Elementary Stats
(as of Oct. 26, 2018)
Volleyball Results
Division 1 Champion: Polk
Runner-up: Harvest
Division 2 Champion: Madison
Runner-up: Herndon-Barstow
Football Results
Division 1 Champion: River Bluff
Runner-up: Liddell
Division 2 Champion: Madison
Runner- Up:Tilley
Cross-Country Results
Girls Champion: Polk
Boys Champion: Herndon- Barstow

Central Unified School District
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Middle
School
Athletics
(as of Oct. 26, 2018)
Glacier Point 7th grade girls volleyball
team won the league championship.
Rio Vista’s 8th grade girls volleyball
was undefeated 2 years in a row.

Central Unified School District
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Central Unified Athletics Corner
CHS
Athletics
Central High School Athletic Department 2018-19 Goals:
1. Increase participation in water
polo, swimming, tennis, golf, and
cross-country.
2. Continue to improve our athletic academic roundtable with a
goal of a cumulative grade point
average of 3.0 or better at each
level of a sport.

HIGH SCHOOL
STATS (as of
Oct. 23, 2018)
Football

3. Continue to build and enhance
relationships with faculty, advisors,
and community on and off campus.

t

t

t

CHS Football
CHS Girls Volleyball
Dr. Gray with students,
Dean and Aaron
McCurley

t CHS Girls Tennis

4. Continue to improve muscle
strength, endurance, and flexibility
in all of our student-athletes while
educating them on health, wellness and nutrition.

The football program was gearing
up to pursue its
second valley championship in school history. The
motto for this season was “Ready
to Repeat”. As of mid-October, the
Grizzlies were undefeated. They
were currently No. 1 in the Valley
and No. 12 in the state.

Sports Physical Night
The athletic department hosted a
free sports physical night in August
for student-athletes in partnership
with Kaiser Permanente Fresno.
We serviced over 100 families.

Central Unified School District
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Volleyball
As of mid-October, the volleyball
program was No. 1 in the Valley
and No. 6 in the state. The girls
won the Clovis High Varsity tournament and the Central Valley
Classic. In addition, they placed
12th out of 64 teams in the Las
Vegas Durango Fall Invitational.
They were the #1 seed heading
into Valley Playoffs.
Girls Tennis
The girl’s tennis program took
first at the Redwood tournament.

Educational Services Highlights

Central’s Academic
Achievement
Continues to Rise
Central Unified School District has plenty to celebrate
when it comes to students’ success. With the recent
release of both Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) scores and High School Graduation rates for
2018, Central Unified increased in all areas. Graduation
rates have risen over the last three years, and in 2018,
86 percent of four-year students walked the stage at
the commencement ceremony. Central was one of only
a few valley districts to see an increase in the 2018
graduation rate despite a revised method of calculating
those graduates. Our secondary sites continue to focus
on student success and preparing students for college
and career. The number of high school counselors has
doubled over that same three-year period.
The multi-state SBAC exam scores taken in April and
May by students in grades three to eight and 11 have
also continued to climb. Since the inception of the
test in 2015, our students have steadily improved their
scores in both English Language Arts (ELA) and Math.
Our teachers continue to focus on standards and outcomes to support all students in the district.

Athletes As Readers
and Leaders Program
Celebrates 10 Years
The highly successful program centered on high school
athletes reading to and engaging with young students
across Central Unified celebrated its 10-year anniversary
this fall.
The program, “Athletes as Readers and Leaders”, allows
student-athletes to interact face-to-face with elementary
school students, read to them, and collaborate on ideas,
ultimately engaging them in essential conversations
about health and the importance of picking up a book.
When the program first began, it was very important for
Janet Wile, then the Central High-East teacher-librarian, to
have the students in the high school act as mentors and
gain a sense of responsibility and accountability in their
community.
She saw a need in the community and the timing was
more than perfect: there was a new football coach and
she knew he’d definitely want to get his team involved
in a community initiative. Thus, the program was born
in October 2008.
Wile and a team of seven football players led the way
in engaging students in a meaningful and educational

journey. She trained the boys on how to read to the
students. Emphasizing the importance of reading with
the intent of helping young students to understand and
follow the story as opposed to being read at.
“It’s a student-to-student connection program,” Wile
said.
The first book to ever be read was By My Brothers Side
by Tiki and Ronde Barber. Wile explained that it was
beyond successful, exclaiming how she remembered
the joy in the children’s faces, the excitement of having
the football players read to them, and the satisfaction

Central Unified School District
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Educational Services Highlights
READERS, continued

t

2018 CHS student-athletes,
Trent Tompkins and Megan
Trigo, read to 3rd-grade
students

t

Athletes as Readers in 2012

t

the athletes gained from having the
opportunity to give back to these
kids.

Athletes as Readers in its
first year, 2008

t

t 2018 Supervisor of Library
Services, Janet Wile, with
returning alumni, KV and
Mandy Syal
Athletes as Readers in 2010
Right Page
2018 KV and Mandy
Syal read in Mr. Shergill’s
3rd-grade class at Polk
Elementary

The wildly successful program took
off from there. More and more students began to hear of the program
and soon students from other disciplines became involved.
Now students from volleyball to
folkloric dance and everything in
between get involved. Three years
into the program, the reading even
extended into the special education
classrooms.
In the last 10 years, over 35,000
students have been involved in the
program. Wile beamed as she explained that even students who were once read to in elementary school are
now doing the reading as high school students.
The program continues its message of developing awareness and responsibility in student-athletes,
spreading the importance of getting young students to
read and stay active.
The program receives a vast amount of support, which
in turn keeps it running successfully. It has expanded

Central Unified School District
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since its inception, garnering numerous
Rotary Grants that have in turn made it possible to get funding for more books, t-shirts for
athletes, bookmarks for kids, and the ability to
transport all the students district-wide.
The program has received several awards including the
Golden Bell granted by the school board and the Good
Ideas Award by the California School Library Association.
A luncheon was held in October to celebrate the land-

www.centralunified.org

t

speakers, and various elective opportunities are accessible.
Our Connections Program provides
a valuable service by helping young
adults (18 to 22-year-olds) with disabilities to develop job and life skills after
they have completed their high school
years. We also have the Fresno County
Superintendent of Schools Adult Transition Program on our campus.
As you drive by our campus, you will
notice our new electronic marquee.
This is a great way for us to post information regarding courses and services available to the Central Unified
community. If you are looking for
learning opportunities in the Central
Community, C.L.A.S.S. is the first place
to look!

mark anniversary. It is an annually held event that allows
for the athletes and the contributors of the program to
be recognized.
Wile expressed the impact the annual lunch has on
the students who read. Oftentimes, the students that
are read to will write letters and draw pictures for the
readers. This heartwarming act brings joy to the upperclassmen and instills the fundamentals and values that
Wile set out for when the program began.
The individuals who contribute to the success of the
program definitely ensure its longevity for future generations to come.

C.L.A.S.S. Cobras
Central Learning Adult/Alternative School Site (C.L.A.S.S.)
is looking forward to an exciting and productive second
half of the 2018-19 school year. C.L.A.S.S. has been operating at our current site since 1994. Our site offers a
variety of learning opportunities to the Central community.
Our adult classes are English as a Second Language
(ESL), GED/HiSet prep, adult high school diploma, Nurse
Assistant Training Program (NATP), auto body/collision
repair, welding, as well as various computer and apprenticeship courses. We have already had an adult graduate
and two classes of NATP students graduate this year.
Our K-12 Independent Study Program, providing alternative learning opportunities, filled up quickly this year.
We have had two high school graduates. The staff has
been providing a wide range of academic offerings
to assist students in meeting their educational goals:
weekly lessons, extra-curricular activities, field trips, guest
Central Unified School District
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New C.L.A.S.S. marquee
t Auto body/collision
repair class

t Our students are learning
through independent study

Caption here

CENTRAL UNIFIED School News
BIOLA-PERSHING ELEMENTARY
At Biola-Pershing Elementary, we place an emphasis
on a positive school culture that supports our dedicated
learning environment. Before achievement can take
place, the students should respect and care for one
another. The Jaguar staff members work on creating a
positive teaching and learning environment for our stu-

New teachers joined the staff this summer and they
have already made an impact as new Eagles. In the
English department, we welcomed Temma Curry, Phil
Hickey, and Shaylene Myers. The VAPA department
welcomed new band director, Jason Orchard, and
choir teacher, Evelyn Shu. Opportunity gained a new
teacher in Emma Butler. Agustin Robles became our fulltime Spanish and PE teacher, and the
science department added Sierra Fiore
to the mix. Together, with our already
awesome staff, the Eagles will be invincible in 2018-19.

GLACIER POINT
MIDDLE SCHOOL
Glacier Point has two new programs
this year to help learners succeed.
The first week of school, all learners
received a planner, a binder, dividers, a pen, pencil, highlighter, and a
pencil pouch. During the Connect for
Success block of time every Thursday,
teachers check binders and planners
while learners do grade reflections on
AERIES. This is the first step in helping

t

Biola-Pershing students
show school spirit
Glacier Point 7th grade
volleyball team after
winning a tournament
at Madera South High
School.

t

t

Glacier Point students
in Josh Spooner’s class
work on grade reflections during Connect for
Success at Glacier Point.
Each Thursday, students
spend time in first period
reflecting on their grades
and organizing their
Student Success Binders.

t El Capitan parents and
students enjoy some
math fun during Mrs.
Yang’s Back to School
Night activity.

dents by providing relevant and engaging activities; clearly communicating, promoting respectful
disagreements, and sharing school-wide expectations in the classroom, on the playground, and
in our community. Our school culture is dynamic
and diverse with students who have various life
experiences. The Central Unified School District
promotes Positive Behavior Intervention and Supports for all schools to respond to the academic
and social-emotional needs of each student.
Supporting social and emotional needs allows
individuals with meaningful experiences to identify, promote, and nurture positive learning experiences
in school. Every day, our students engage in positive
school-wide expectations by increasingly participating in
extracurricular activities and school spirit which improve
student achievement and increase daily attendance. We
believe in changing the culture one student at a time!

EL CAPITAN MIDDLE SCHOOL
A lot is changing on the El Capitan
campus this year. The campus gained a
new colorful marquee featuring a digital
display. New gates were installed near the
front office. Our new After-School Program
Coordinator, Kayla Castro, has turned El
Capitan Adventures into the hotspot for
after-school fun and tutoring with the
highest daily attendance in eight years.
Central Unified School District
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learners be organized and accountable to their learning.
Also new this year, Glacier Point has implemented a
mandatory study hall after school for learners who do
not complete their work in class. The work is collected
from teachers each period for anyone who did not complete 60 percent of their work. Parents are notified, and
the student is sent to the cafeteria after school where
there are teachers and tutors to give them one-on-one
Please see GLACIER, page 14
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Dream. Learn. Earn.
REGISTER NOW!
Spring semester starts January 14
www.fresnocitycollege.edu
Central Unified School District
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State Center Community College District

CENTRAL UNIFIED School News
HERNDON-BARSTOW ELEMENTARY

GLACIER, continued
attention to finish their work. Learners who do not attend
after school if assigned, have to attend lunch study hall
instead.
In athletics, our seventh and eighth-grade volleyball
teams won the Madera South Stallion Middle School
Classic Volleyball Tournament. Tennis and girls golf have
more players than ever and seventh-grade football had
a great start in the league.

HARVEST
ELEMENTARY

t

Harvest students reading
in the library

t

Harvest had a great semester and our expectations are high! Our community is rapidly growing
and we have enjoyed
getting to know and work
with all of our Hawks. Our
school participated in activities such as Passport
Days, Character Day 2018,

Harvest Leadership
Students greeting Hawks
in the morning.

Herndon-Barstow is developing and promoting a
shared understanding of parent engagement and why it
matters. With the assistance of our school liaison, HB will
be offering parent workshops this school year, encouraging a consistent and ongoing approach to workshop
attendance and its impact on student learning. Local
agencies will partner with HB to offer workshops based
on feedback from parent input surveys that were collected in September. These workshops will provide ideas,
activities, games, and videos to help parents support
their children with literacy skills. Workshops will show
how to turn everyday activities into fun and interactive
learning opportunities for our students and their families.
Our HB PTA plays a large role in involving parents in
community sponsored events and encourages membership and volunteerism. Family engagement in education is fundamental to improving student learning and
supporting partnerships between schools and families.
Herndon-Barstow’s belief is that when we work together,
we achieve more! Please visit our school webpage for
current workshop offerings throughout the school year.

t

Herndon-Barstow parent
Volunteers with HB
students decorating for
Goodies with Grandparents PTA-sponsored event

Herndon-Barstow parents and families play an important role in supporting their child’s education. Research
shows that when schools and families work together,
children are more engaged in their school work, attend
school regularly, behave better, and have improved
social skills. Parent engagement also results in long-term
economic, social and emotional benefits.

and World Bully Prevention Day to create a positive
culture for the beginning of the year and help acclimate
our new students. Leadership students have been greeting students every morning, helping our younger classes
during lunch and planning activities for the student body.
Our staff and students worked hard last year and experienced an 11 percent gain in language arts and a
three percent gain in math. Our work is not done and
we are focused on improving even more! Our teachers have been creating units together to integrate skills
and are looking at the individual needs of our students.
Our students are having collaborative conversations
and taking ownership of their learning using learning
goals and success criteria. Our parents and community
members have been working hard on their skills as well
in English classes, PBS Parents classes provided by Public
Broadcasting Services, and technology classes to help
their students at home and increase their own skills, too.
We’re looking forward to another fantastic year as we
soar and succeed, grow and lead!
Central Unified School District
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HOUGHTON-KEARNEY K-8 SCHOOL
It is our mission here at Houghton-Kearney K-8 School
to ensure that we create a learning environment that encourages our students’ pursuit of academic excellence
and positive social development. There is much to be
accomplished, but as a team, we will end the school
year with much to celebrate!
This year, student elections made headlines in the
District’s social media “Walkabout Wednesday” feature.
Students with an ambition to serve and represent our
student body ran for office. HK’s Student Council is
ready to spread the message of kindness with daily re-

www.centralunified.org

This year at Liddell Elementary we are focusing on collaboration by implementing a Makerspace.
What exactly is a Makerspace? It can be defined in
many ways: it’s a place for groups of people to work together, share ideas, create and build. You can find them
in several different locations: downtown Fresno, libraries,
and schools to name a few.

minders from Gianna’s Corner and the new theme of
Respect from Julie’s Jive. HK kicked off the year with a
PBIS assembly. The theme was Tiger P.R.I.D.E. with staff
members demonstrating “untigerly” behavior. Through
laughs and shenanigans, students were reminded of
what it means to demonstrate positive behavior.
Back to School Night was a great success. Families
came out to be briefed on the year to come. With the
hope of having more parents and students at HK after
school, Monthly Family Engagement Nights will be held
at HK. The first two themes are STEAM Night and Our
Heroes Night. Here at Houghton-Kearney, we understand
that the promotion of family engagement will impact our
culture of positivity. Together we are better!

Tour 6 New

Model Homes

Here at Liddell, we created our Makerspace in our former computer lab.
Students gather together to invent,
tinker, explore and discover. The
Makerspace is filled with a variety of
materials ranging from wood shapes,
wires, gears, and Ozobots.
Students and teachers take part in
collaborating in the Makerspace with
a mindset focused on growth. Students work together to create and teachers are encouraged to co-teach by working and developing together.
Through our Makerspace, we hope to enlighten our
students and staff in the areas of science, technology,
engineering, arts, and mathematics; to foster the sense
of collaboration in Liddell’s community.

Ashlan & Bryan in Fresno across from the
Central Uniﬁed Educational Complex
wchomes.com/westerra
Central Unified School District
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LIDDELL ELEMENTARY

Houghton-Kearney Cheer
Team, greeting everyone
at First Day Back
t Liddell students
collaboratively coding

CENTRAL UNIFIED School News
MADISON ELEMENTARY
Madison staff and students are focused on working
together to promote positive behavior.
We kicked off the year with an “All-Star”
theme, teaching our students about the
importance of great character. We are very
proud of our Madison football team and
cheerleaders showing marvelous character, which resulted in winning the Team
Award at the Central Unified Elementary
Football Carnival this year.

t

Madison Buddy Bench

t

Madison Safe School
Ambassador Training

t

Fall Positive Behavior Rallies and Passport Days were held for all Madison
students this year. Students learned
about the expectations all over campus
through modeling and getting their “passports” stamped.
Madison students were recognized by receiving feathers
and tickets for showing that positive behavior each day.
Leadership students worked to promote a positive playground by raising
funds for a “Buddy
Bench” for outdoor
recess. The “Buddy
Bench” was rolled
out this year for
students who are
lonely on the playground; they are
taught to use the
“Buddy Bench” to
find a friend to play
with at recess.

El Capitan and McKinley
students working
together in media
production
Right Page
Pershing fall event:
Mt. Olympus students

t

t Pershing won 1st place
at the Big Fresno Fair
for the FFA Landscape
Garden Display.

Safe School Ambassador training
took place at the
beginning of this
school year. The
students are leaders
on the playground
in promoting positive choices. These
students meet with key adults on campus throughout
the year for ongoing training. They learn to be Ambassadors during recess by using strategies to intercede
or to get support with behavioral situations. We work
better together when we promote positive behavior at
Madison!

MCKINLEY ELEMENTARY
McKinley is in its third year as a Leader in Me School.
The journey started by building a culture of leadership by
envisioning every student as a leader. During the second
year, we worked on establishing our WIGs and PIGs
(Wildly Important Goals and Personal Important Goals)
by creating Leadership Notebooks and noting what lead
Central Unified School District
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measures are needed to meet the goals. This year, we
are extending our leadership skills to the community by
holding a workshop for our families based on the book,
7 Habits of Happy Families. In partnership with El Capitan
Middle School, some of the McKinley students are being
tutored by the eighth-grade media production students
to build the students’ knowledge of educational technology resources and prepare them to share their skills
with the rest of the McKinley Community. There’s nothing
better than witnessing the positive influence of our El
Cap Eagles on our McKinley Tigers!

PATHWAY COMMUNITY DAY SCHOOL
Pathway Elementary and Secondary Community Day School
had a great start to the new
school year with a record-breaking Back to School night (a big
thank you to Bravo Bites for
the delicious food!). As Pathway
Hornets practice positive behavior and focus on social and
academic success, they’re also
participating in field trips to the
Fresno Chaffee Zoo and the Fresno Fair, not to mention
Fresno State. Seniors at Pathway have started registering at Fresno City College, and several are very close to
graduation. The Pathway staff is dedicated to helping
students learn the necessary skills to do well in school,
the community and in future careers.

PERSHING CONTINUATION HIGH SCHOOL
Pershing students had a great start to the school year!
Beginning with a successful turnout of parents and families at Back to School night, September rolled in with
students attending College Night held at the Convention Center and visited Mr. Flores’ class at Fresno State.
Pershing also sponsored a bus for Career Tech Night on
October 17 which transported students to and from the
Convention Center.
We’re very proud of Pershing’s award-winning FFA
chapter for winning another first place ribbon for their
landscape garden display at the Fresno Fair. Addition-

www.centralunified.org

Now accepting new patients
Schedule your appointment today!

ally, our new athletic coach, Joshua
Grossman, has continued working with
students to become
more fit - our Mustangs are looking
good!

t

Finally, Pershing is
entering its fifth
year of partnership
with the Fresno Elks,
starting with The Mt.
Olympus Challenge!
This unique class
teaches
students
about the value of
charity and entails
a competition to
convince community judges and Elks
members to support a charity idea they created to help meet a need in their
home community. We are grateful for the ongoing support we have received
from the Fresno Elks! Pershing has set the bar high during the first half of the
2018-19 school year and we look forward to an outstanding second half.

s Caption hereCLASS:
Caption here t ECaption
here

Dakota Pediatrics
3636 N. First Street, Suite 120 • Fresno, CA 93726
559-224-4365
Monday-Friday, 7:45 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Se habla español

Fresno Children’s Medical Group
7720 N. Fresno Street, Suite 104 • Fresno, CA 93720
559-438-2300
Monday-Friday, 7:45 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday appointments available

Sky Park Pediatrics
4770 W. Herndon Avenue, Suite 108 • Fresno, CA 93722
559-256-7990
Monday-Friday, 7:45 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Se habla español

POLK ELEMENTARY
Polk Elementary kicked off the 2018-19 school year honoring the past and
building toward the future. The school year started off strong in our extra and
co-curricular activities. Our football, volleyball, cross-country and wrestling teams
experienced successful seasons with a focus on teamwork. Our visual and performing arts participation has grown in our choir, instrumental music, and dance
classes. Students on our robotics team are working together towards another
successful year. Our newest fourth through sixth-grade Pioneers participated
in our first New Pioneer classes to learn all about being “better together” and
“Striving for 5” in all that they do. Pioneer students and staff continue their work
Please see POLK, next page
Central Unified School District
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We offer the following services:
Well exams • Immunizations • Same-day appointments
Sick visits • Sports physicals • After hours on-call
Expectant parent interviews (at no cost)

Accepting all PPO, Medi-Cal and Blue Shield HMO

valleychildrenspediatrics.org

www.centralunified.org

CENTRAL UNIFIED School News
RIVER BLUFF ELEMENTARY

POLK, continued

t

Polk parent class
through Centro La Familia

t

t Fantastic Four - For the
Titans by the Titans
River Bluff Falcons proudly
display their friendship
bracelets

to build on last year’s academic success. By continuing
to create engaging lessons and supporting our students
in their learning, Pioneers know that we grow when we
collaborate together.
Our community continues to build on and participate in
opportunities to work and celebrate the positive impact
they have on our Pioneers. Through added parent
classes this fall, our Pioneer Community PBIS meetings,
and coffee with the principal, our community is investing
together in the success of our Pioneers. Our PTA continues to provide support as we work to purchase and
install a new TK/Kindergarten play structure and move
towards fundraising for a new marquee. A lot of exciting
things are happening at Polk Elementary this year and
our community is making it happen!

River Bluff Elementary jump-started the 2018-19 school
year with a focus on creating meaningful relationships
with students, staff, and community. Our staff provides
rigorous educational opportunities for all of our students
in extracurricular activities such as robotics, Block RB,
athletics, and student council. We recognize that forging
positive relationships in all facets of life is imperative
to a successful and healthy future. To nurture this goal,
River Bluff staff is committed to the idea of a classroom
and school community where students take pride in and
care of their school, academics, and relationships.
With the River Bluff Friendship Club, all of these wonderful ideas come together in an instructive and fun
manner. This popular club was started last year by
a parent and her child; it allows students to interact,
engage, and even mentor other students. Meeting new
friends, learning crafts, playing board games, reading
books, and various other activities are all things students
can expect when they walk into the Friendship Club. We
are almost halfway through the year and we can already
see the Falcon Pride and desire to lead and succeed. We
can’t wait to see all the amazing ways Falcons grow this
year!

RIO VISTA MIDDLE SCHOOL
Titans are taking the lead to educate one another and
create a sense of community on campus. Collaboration
among the leadership, video production, and drama
classes is underway to develop videos for RVTV (Rio
Vista Television). The goal is for students to teach the
student body about our Fantastic Four (PBIS school-wide
expectations) by creating, acting in, and producing the
projects themselves. Guided by our School Psychologist
and Intervention Counselor, the student collaboration
will focus on developing four videos showcasing appropriate behaviors on campus: 1) Be Respectful 2) Be
Responsible 3) Be There, Be Ready 4) Follow Directions.
The videos will be shown during the first period, Connect
for Success, for all students to view. Titans are working to
be “better together”!

ROOSEVELT ELEMENTARY
Roosevelt experienced an amazing start to the year.
Students were welcomed with brand new classrooms
and furniture, as well as updated features throughout our
campus. Our restrooms, air conditioning, roofs, heating
systems, and electrical systems are in the process of
being upgraded. Our office has moved to a new location
by the library, and our school is on its way to looking
better than ever.
Please note we extended our library hours this year.
The library is now open Monday through Thursday from
Central Unified School District
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7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Friday hours are 8:00 a.m. to 2:00
p.m. We hope to see you on campus checking out all
that Roosevelt has to offer.
Roadrunners also hit the ground running with their learning. Teachers and students celebrated “Rock Your School”
on September 20 with a day of fun, engagement, and
a great deal of hard work. Teachers worked long hours

SAROYAN ELEMENTARY
Saroyan Elementary is keeping
students active! Through a grant
from Kaiser Permanente Fresno,
Saroyan was able to incorporate
physical fitness activities throughout the newly resurfaced blacktop
with colorful exercise stencils for
students to use while at recess
and during their physical education classes. The students are
able to decompress with yoga,
play hopscotch in a new interactive way, skip count their tens
on our caterpillars, work their
way through a maze, and jump,
skip, march or tiptoe through
patterns. As part of the Alliance
for a Healthier Generation, we
strive to make our school and community a
healthier place. Saroyan has once again been
recognized for its Silver-level accomplishments.
There are only 20 schools in California being
recognized for this level of accomplishment
and Saroyan is the only
school in the San Joaquin
Valley receiving the Silverlevel award. The staff and
community believe that
students will best learn
and thrive when they are
active and healthy.

STEINBECK
ELEMENTARY

Central Unified School District
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Roosevelt Elementary
Rock Your School Day

A Saroyan student
performs a yoga pose &
students use the blacktop
stencils to stay active
t

We held our first parent literacy workshop on
Sept. 20. Parents were provided with information on the importance of early literacy and tips
for helping their children at home. Literacy bags
that included books, journals, whiteboards,
sight words, and more were distributed to every
parent who attended the workshop.

t

to complete classroom transformations which included
themes like sports, cooking, art, and outdoor activities.
Students spent the day learning the grade-level standards in a creative and challenging way. The feedback
from teachers and students was so amazing, our teachers have already scheduled another “Rock Your School”
day. We are so proud of our students and staff and look
forward to completing a fantastic year at Roosevelt.

Steinbeck
Elementary is proud to announce
that we have been named one
of America’s Healthiest Schools
in 2018 by the Alliance for a
Healthier Generation. This was
made possible by omitting food
items from birthday parties and
recess snacks that did not meet
nutritional guidelines. Go Noodle
was also utilized in the classrooms to help
provide students with more physical activity and
brain breaks.

t Steinbeck Students
practice a yoga pose
during a brain break

CENTRAL UNIFIED School News

t

Teague sixth grader,
Diego Lorenti, gives his
speech as the candidate
for Treasurer.

t

Teague third grader Mike
Lopez reads a book
during a break

t

TEAGUE ELEMENTARY

Right Page:
Teague Student council
candidates.

Teague Elementary jumped right into election
season by conducting Student Council elections for sixth
graders who are eligible for office, while fifth and sixth
graders make up the voters. To become a candidate,
each student had to attend an orientation, complete an
application with full endorsement from both the teacher
and parent, prepare and hang posters, run a positive
campaign, and give a speech during a special election
assembly to all of the fifth and sixth-grade classes. New
for the 2018-2019 school year, students submitted their
ballot on Google Forms and the election ticker provides
immediate results to the student body. On a historical
note, the vice presidential race was especially close as
it ended in a tie and continued on to a runoff election.
A new mantra can be heard reverberating through
the hallways at Teague Elementary as the students go
about the day. Our new mantra is, “We Read”, and when
a teacher or staff member declares “At Teague!” surrounding students will respond with a resounding “We
Read!” Students read before school in the library, in the
hallways during lunch, and under a tree during recess.

t

WE’LL HELP YOU
GET THE KEYS
WITH A LOW RATE
AUTO LOAN FROM EECU
Smarter banking means getting a great
low rate on an auto loan, flexible payment
terms and convenient payment options.
And that’s how it should be.

FREE CHECKING
LOW LOAN RATES
MOBILE BANKING
30,000 CO-OP ATMS ACROSS THE U.S.
1-800-538-3328 | myEECU.org
Membership is open to school
employees, students,members of school
organizations, and their families.
Federally Insured by NCUA
Loans subject to credit approval.
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t Mr. Phan
with Tilley
students in their
reading group.

Reading is taking off at Teague and everyone expects
leaps and bounds of increased academic success in the
2018-2019 school year!

Assisting staff and students with the success of our
goals is Sang Phan, Tilley’s intervention teacher. Formerly
an elementary school teacher and an academic instructional support coach in our district, Mr. Phan brings an
eclectic set of experiences and expertise in curriculum
and instruction. He will be providing additional support
for our students in an intervention capacity with a focus
on reading while promoting literacy. Aside from Mr.
Phan’s professional connection with our district, he has
a personal relationship and investment with our school
as well. Hanh Phan Tilley Elementary was named after
a former Central Unified teacher and Mr. Phan’s sister.
It is a great honor for him to be able to carry on her
legacy and passion for education at her school. Mr. Phan
has been an amazing addition to the staff and students,
bringing even more of Hanh Phan Tilley’s presence on
campus.

Foundation for Central Schools 3rd Annual

April 6th 2019, 5:30-11:00pm | Yribarren Family Vineyards
Please join us for an evening of wine tasting & dinner, celebrating our 2019
scholarship recipients and remembering a very special young lady, Janessa Ramirez.

For more information and sponsorship opportunities,
please email foundation4central@gmail.com or call Wendy Yribarren at 559.285.6122

Central Unified School District
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The construction of our new campus is almost finished.
Staff, students, and community members are anxiously
anticipating the opening of the new facilities in the upcoming months. In anticipation of the new building and
facilities comes new and improved goals and visions.
Tilley Elementary is working on continuously increasing
capacity through building relationships with staff, students and community members, along with increasing
literacy rates one student and family at a time.
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TILLEY ELEMENTARY

Fou
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City of Fresno P.A.R.C.S Department

FR

Saturdays & Sundays:
9am to 6pm* FREE

Children 0-5 years are Welcome!

EE

Times may vary seasonally

FITNESS - NUTRITION - SPORTS SPECIAL EVENTS

MONDAY

TUESDAY

Teague 8:00-8:30am
McKinley 8:30-8:50am

Saroyan 8:45-9:15am
Liddell 10:00-10:30am

WEDNESDAY
Tilley 8:15-8:45am
Polk 8:30-9:00am
Steinbeck 8:45-9:15am

OPEN ACCESS FOR ALL AGES

Youth

Adults

FRIDAY

Houghton-Kearney 8:30-9:30am
Biola-Pershing 8:45-10:00am

Roosevelt 8:00-8:30am
Harvest 8:30-9:00am
Madison 8:30-9:00am
River Bluff 8:30-9:00am
Herndon-Barstow 9:00-9:30am

Seniors

*Bullard High School
5445 N. Palm Ave

*Terronez Middle School
2300 S. Willow Ave

*Edison High School
540 E. California Ave

*Wawona Middle School
4524 N. Thorne Ave

*Fresno High School
1839 N. Echo Ave

*Addams Elementary
2117 W. McKinley Ave

*Hoover High School
5550 N. First St

*Vang Pao Elementary
4100 E. Heaton Ave

*McLane High School
2727 N. Cedar Ave

*Vinland Elementary
4600 N. Maple Ave

*Roosevelt High School
4250 E. Tulare Ave

*Wilson Elementary
2131 W. Ashlan Ave

*Sunnyside High
School
1019 S. Peach Ave

*Yokomi Elementary
2323 E. McKenzie Ave

*Scandinavian Middle
3216 N. Sierra Vista
Ave

THURSDAY

Sponsered By :

McKinley Elementary
4444 W. McKinley Ave
Steinbeck Elementary
3550 N. Milburn Ave

*FREE lunch available
at participating
sites!

For more information call (559) 621-2900 or visit
www.fresno.gov/parcsprograms | Like/follow us on social
media @FresnoPARCS
Central Unified School District
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2019 Upcoming Events
PEACH BLOSSOM
Our Peach Blossom Festival of Oral Interpretation is
an excellent opportunity for our students to perform
either an individual or group performance of a three
to five-minute reading. Schools will be participating at
the Central High School - East Campus Performing Arts
Center from 9:30-10:30 a.m. according to the following
schedule:

Jan. 23rd: H
 erndon-Barstow, Houghton-Kearney,
Madison, River Bluff, Roosevelt
Jan. 24th: Biola-Pershing, Polk, Saroyan, Teague, Tilley
Jan. 25th: Harvest, Liddell, McKinley, Steinbeck
The Foggy Day Schedule is Jan. 29, 30, & 31.

School and Pershing Continuation High School during
the Super Quiz at 3:30 p.m.!

HISTORY DAY
March 9, 2019
Through participation in History Day, students will learn
about issues, ideas, people, and events in history and
apply that knowledge through creative and original productions. Students in 4th-12th grades will be entering
their work at their site level and could advance to the
county, state and national levels. The county-level competition will take place on Saturday, March 9 at Fresno
Pacific University. This year’s theme is “Triumph and
Tragedy in History.”

YOUNG AUTHORS’ FAIRE
May 1, 2019

SPELLING BEE
Every year, all elementary and middle school students in Central Unified are encouraged to participate
in their site Spelling Bee. Each site holds a Spelling Bee
competition to determine the two participants who will
represent their school at the district-level Spelling Bee.
The district middle school Spelling Bee will be held on
Tuesday, February 5th in the Rio Vista cafeteria starting at
4 p.m. The district elementary Spelling Bee will be held
on Thursday, February 7th at Central High School-East in
the Performing Arts Center starting at 9 a.m. From each
of those events, both the first and second place students
will attend the county Spelling Bee contest on March
19h at Fresno State. The 1st and 2nd place winners
from that contest will move on to the state level, and
possibly to the national competition.

ACADEMIC DECATHLON
February 2, 2019.
Central High School - East Campus will again host
the Fresno County Academic Decathlon for local high
schools on February 2, 2019. The Academic Decathlon
includes ten areas of competition: economics, fine arts,
music, language and literature, mathematics, science,
social science, speech, interview, and essay, culminating
in the Super Quiz. The Speech and Interview sections
are given orally in front of a panel of judges. The Super
Quiz is the only event held before an audience. This
year’s curriculum theme is “The 1960’s: A Transformational Decade.”
The 2019 Decathlon is coordinated by the Office of the
Fresno County Superintendent of Schools. The games
begin February 2, 2019, at 9:30 a.m. (Interview, Speech
and Essay events are held the week before.) The Super
Quiz is open to the public and will be at 3:30 p.m., and
the awards ceremony is the same evening at 7:00 p.m.,
both in the Central High School - East Gymnasium.
Come cheer on the participants from Central High

Students from all over Fresno County are invited to participate in the Young Authors’ Faire each year by creating
original written work. All of Central Unified’s elementary
and middle schools participate and each site has its
own contest to select the best entries for the county
competition. Each site’s selections are then sent to the
Fresno County Superintendent of Schools for judging
and review and will be recognized and on display at the
reception at the Fresno County Fairgrounds on May 1st.

EXTENDED LIBRARY HOURS
California Model School Library standards recommend
site libraries be open between 36-40 hours per week
to allow student access to resources. This year, Central
Unified is proud to announce that library hours at all of
our elementary and middle school sites have been extended to offer students and parents additional access
to materials as well as a great and safe environment in
which to work. Our extended hours are as follows:

HOURS FOR LIBRARY
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL SITES MIDDLE SCHOOL SITES
Biola-Pershing
7:30-4:00
El Capitan
7:15-4:00
Harvest
7:45-4:15
Glacier Point 7:00-4:00
Herndon-Barstow 7:30-4:00
Rio Vista
7:15-3:45
Houghton-Kearney 7:30-4:00
Liddell
7:30-4:00
Madison
8:00-4:30
McKinley
7:45-4:15
Polk
7:30-4:00
River Bluff
7:45-4:15
Roosevelt
7:30-4:00
Saroyan
7:45-4:15
Steinbeck
7:30-4:00
Teague
7:30-4:00
Tilley
8:00-4:30
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NOW ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS!
TEACHERS
[GRADES K-12]
CC

MANAGEMENT
[CLASSIFIED|CERTIFICATED]
in

Every
Student!

Every
Classroom!

Every
Day!

CLERICAL
FOOD SERVICES
CLASSROOM AIDES
C

CUSTODIAL
BUS DRIVERS
MAINTENANCE
C
CU

Staff Recruitment and Development for Academic Excellence!

Central Unified is looking for the right people to make a positive
impact on the lives of our students and community. If you're one
of those people, and you are ready to help, visit our job listings
page at: www.centralunified.org/jobs/

CENTRAL UNIFIED
SCHOOL DISTRICT
4605 N. Polk Avenue
Fresno, CA 93722
(559) 274-4700, ext. 63133
www.centralunified.org/jobs/

Monday-Friday
8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Central Unified School District

24

www.centralunified.org

